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TO THE 

OFFICERS, SEAMEN, AND MARINES, 

WHO FOB 8BVXSAL TXAB8 HAVB BUH BMPLOTBD OB 

VOYAGES TO THE ARCTIC REGIONS, 

FOR THE SEARCH OF A NORTHWEST PASSAGE FROM THB 
ATLANTIC TO THE PACIFIC, 

AND FOB THE ADVAHCEMBMT 07 SCIEMCE AND OKOOaAPHT. 

▲HD WHO, 

B7 THBIB DBTOTBD ZBAL, C0URA6B, Ain> PORTIT\{D^ P^XB . 
SUPPORTED THE HIOH C^bfj£khjJt9^ Of • \* * *• ' 

cue 3Sritf8t ^aVj; //... / .'*... 
• j» •• •• •• 

THIS BECOBD OF THEIB VAiUABLBZdEftvfiMsi^* •,,•*•,• 

18, WITH OBBAT BBOABO IND ^^kl^lAOoiM 1*1 * 
• • ••• -.^ • • •• 

IHSCBtSBIH •. * 

BT THBIB SIBCBBB WBLL-WISHBB, 

JOHN BARROW. 
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Il was preST xDDcJi ctL d« smk ctwcbms thj&i. 
scone yetrs a^Ok. wbes: lije 2«iewal c<ihc seirrJi 
far £ Xonhwesi Paasafe was set cg ibc-:. I w« 
jiiiuced 10 brizkg oci a small ro^cime oescrlj*cve 
of ibe discoTenes azid exjuccts of (xj <x:d "* xrja- 
rmc worAJfis* in the Airdc 7Te$iock& cosnmers 
cmg m ihe davs of the Cabotas : the orl^ix^a}; 
of wfaach bdo^ ooDfeed. in like maimer, to the 
facge fcEos of the rfd diix»;ders. were very lit- 
tle kaown to ihe pabiic at larje. The oWect 
wiuch I then had in view was to show bnedr 
what had been aooomplished bv the former race 
of Britid naral officers and thdr hardy sm- 
men. and. at the same time, to make their deeds 
more fiuniliaily known to the existing raoe 

.If^bortc^l^ MJ^h^ed on similar pursuits* and in 

'Ae ti^me'^^ei&^the globe. 

* *: A BCafrictif of setting forth to public notke 

Jbe 'jfdiOMS* serrices of our recent Arctic tot* 

? a9efx1^FE>nt^d l^ui^ — of endeavorincr to ai^ 
predate tKeir seTeral characters and conduct^ 
so uniformly disphyed in their unflinching per* 
severance in difficulties of no ordinar}* descripi- 
tion — their patient oidurance of extreme suffin^ 
ing, borne without murmuring, and with an 
equanimity and fortitude of mind under the most 
appalling distress, rarely if ever equalled, and 
such as could only be supported by a superior 
degree of moral cournge and resignation to the 



by mod fdmga nitions and is XDiitter of public 
Tcootd ; its tmorml infloence, though less the ob- 
ject of pi^didtT. requires oulv to be moit' ex- 
tensiTelT koown to be equaiUT i^ and esteenw 
ed ; and nothing can be more conducive to this 
end than the results to be derived fiv^m voy* 
ages of discoTery such as those under ccnsid^ 
eratian, whose great aim has been the acquisi* 
tioD of knowledge, not for England alone^ but 
for the general benefit of mankind. 

It may be noticed that the present epitome is 

meant to convey the substance of six or saeven 

large quarto volumes, with two or three sinalK 

er ones, containing together from three to four 

thousand pages, exclusive of four or five other 

;:*:T6l(lS[fe^.??^^^^ entirely of subjects in natiH 

• -raf faistotJr^rwbidVron the present occasion do 

iDt&f fa}l;jiMtU|(lny province. 

*•* I Tan«BO^*lHit feel it a most gratifying reflec* 

V^4ki:lfh2^m:ac> great a number of persons who 

* have b^ einpAbyed and passed several winters 

in one of the most cold, dark, and desolate re- 

gions of the globe, so few lives, in some of tho 

ships none, have been lost It is equally grat« 

ifying to have tbe opportunity of recording, 

which I have not omitted to do, that most of 

those who survived the trial have received ad- 

vancement in their professional career, or somo 

distinction of honor, in reward of their servicos 5 




O 23fc T\T 

VUL 11^ JL ITDDL IBC^ mUOVrXI^ . 3: IS** ^VPfi. ill. 
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^jxtDimn. mmsr He riminMig o He 
iti** iiITiBtirrf' UBL inffi- nssT xvfc i.'i'3P', ^t. ' 
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WB-~3ac Iff A Sir Iric oui imftK ■» Air X'^r Ik. «« 



ZmK. 2jim. 2.^ » SmLj^/yuF. a & Ibrtrrboff '^>«ww 
Sf^.T '>in i iii.iiw» t£ Hat ^xnuK ~zc .'m3a.-n» xol ^*s ^v j r i ^Hfc 
ZkKEffvsaa IK ae smb. r^iwc it ^hr T^.niie- 5<« 1^ "^ ! >iWM 
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14 ISTSufiCCTtO^I. 

these ieOebed masses were <?£ an ubosobI awTniRiiJv 
uiii ^iXXUL. vnaaassnz in ^ocse mistiuieetf to wbkHie THfttmfe 
ac £«. Jt iath VHC ioneiiiwos raaai siftpsw^n^ ioipi^jbeil 35 
to»cn.5jrmanjdaT?aitfeeir«xjT«2e*: odtseKwer^Jbeeictb- 
eii ic}ii:eT2^ frotzi & atzmired co & hizoLbrvd achi utircv 5)«^ 
ajGvi>- ^^tT^^^zoce tjf me vs£er. and <eTermt miW ta cii> 
e^zni'^reflee. The Hairfe paifkefi ze^Mrted thafi ^fase ttail 
piL§rf4i<i 1. mA^GEtaizL c£ ice zbA&riy two hiutdred tWc hitiL^ 
azidicIeaATwomuMiBCZciDBiiereiice. A shi^K. b«4o<i;^mg. 
to -^e ^!>iii Greedazid MxsskxL^^ wns elerea dav:» Nj>:$«^c «itt 
tfee eoBst of Labador in d(?es ot" ice mned wtik iteNw|:»» 
IBD7 of winch had huse rocks upoo theuL $r«TiA svdl 
ud pi*Ke« of wood : mT short, erery accoont IfriMa van- 
Q1ZS rarts ot N>7rti^ Amenca agreed in statins: that hunger 
and inore znmitfFwu DeUs and bergs of ice had V^eiK 
sem ar zreater fetaoees trom their usual ptaee^u in Ai^ 
yenzs ab^^ve sneotioQed. thnn had at any tinie betort^ Kew fc 
winiessed br the oftlest naTi^tors. "f he tact, therelNvew 
michc be coosadered » too w^ authenticated to admH friT 
a doubt. 

It was at ooce coochided from whence the g reat e t 
part of these immense quantities of ice were demecL 
In a letter from Mr. Scoresby the youn«:er. an in te il > 
gent naii^ator of the Greenhtnd seas« to Sir Jo^epli 
Banks, he says, '^ I obserred on my hist royage (l?^lTli 
about two thousand square leagues (eighteen thousaaA 
square miles) of the surfiure of the Greenlam) sensk la* 
chided between the parallels 74^ and (^0^, perfectly toiiI 
of ice. al of which had disappeared within the last tw» 
years." And he fardier states, that, although, on fconnar 
Toyages. he had Teiy rarely been able to penetrate tli» 
ice. between the latitudes of 76^ and t^O^, so ftup to tl» 
west as the meridian of Greenwich, on his last voyage 
he twice reached the longitude of iO^ west ; that in tl» 
parallel of 74^ he approached the coast of Ok) OrMVH 
land ; tiiat there was little ice near the land ; and ha 
added, ^*tbat there could be no doubt that he might 
hare reached the shore had he bnt a justifiable niotiv^ 
for navigating an xnknown sea at so lato a season of tba 
year." This account was fuDy confirmed by intelligence 
received at Copenhagen from Icolimd in the year 1816; 
that the ice had broken loose from the opposite coast at 
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16 cmtoaccnosc* 

cKPverr. das. m d» icsZicmiBc T«&r. bk M^JeMr G«ac^ 1T^ 
AcK Kimi e Sewage «:» pmsM lo c i ownnrw^' ifatf i 
■boB^ be made «d noK^^Sie PasiK;. Ko^ Vnt tbe 
rjtat 'asaoct BuSoi** Bay. aoid by a Boelbeni cooxve t 
tte Paje."**^ 

Itwcn^benik-okMls^9qfll^amisiktoad^ i_ 
to ^r*ioen Vtt compfiuMJiA ioDi tn^ wcvy |MI:SMi^ t^ \ 
to «;^ipSy. ft»i tbe moi« m ». on xbe who)^. k i» txvtk 
I az& fair pmnmed to admit dttt part which retetiM to 
tbe - MP tuine indnidiMr who sqcc^>^<^ hr ^«i«r^ 
txns** sad ** perspr^nDc^'* m farnr^ii^ the y n t!ye <^ to 
Kmt — ft prnyect which. Eike most others that ar^ iie<w Mft 
BOt wefi uDderstoml oooKi DOt« and thereiore did «ot 
&fl lo brof with it ceximrious remu^ and flMoMMnd 
hot iciMrant ciitictsms frotn ooe panr. with a niridk mm 
at pnise and approbackm firam anorher — a9 usmiL I^nm^t^ 
hr- ch hU, cuipjivr ah iW«. Prerioushr, how^eT«r« to 
or^inaiinf any piropo^ak tor the rctya^r<^ her^n tt^^xd 
of. DO pains were $paml in coDectii^ whatever Infutii 
tion cmild be gathered frx^m the expeditions of our <M 
triTelers. the traders in the sernce of the Had$<Mi'*!a BiQr 
and the Notthwest Companies, (nrni »^itter^ i^eiwirlj 
of whale nshers and casual tmrelers. such as H««nM 
and Mackenzie : and the information thus gained >k«s 
aobmitted to the pnbhc at the time the llrst of th« t « <m 
expeditioDs was in pn^ress-f 

I did not. howerer. stand alone, having had the food 
fortune to meet with eveiy encouragement titMn an nM^ 
coadjutor, one ever ready to hokl out a helpinf biad 
when the fwx>motion of science and general knowMga 
was the object. This patron was Sir Joseph Bnnka. 
Before, thereforet, I submitted any proposal to Loid 
MehriDe. which I knew wouM be referred to the Pv««i- 
dent and Council of the Koyal Society, as all Toyaf«« <if 
discovery connected with science were. I thought il 
right to take the president's opinion as to the eAect of 
the changes reported to have occurred in the northom 
regions, in which I was aware he took a (mrticular inter- 
est, having himself, in early life, visited Iceland and 
climbed to the top of Mount Hecla ; and as he kn«w 

♦ Beecber's Voyage towmnl the Norfli Pole, — 

t ChronologkMl msttiry of Voyages into the iUnk Rpgloai^ 4e. 



en. jw«b » ZZ27X »- 13JK37T-- ^affcTn bk im- - 

>a:^ SBC -vcas zmt ai^um m-*'. r:- 

/•: a»* r*!apwr«. ir sasnixs- - cT-uiuiitn. rsu. 

klj£ ^■.* IBf liT- ILL»4J.— m,~qL 21E- Us- 

Trii;:£C farmfti - . sw h- ai*. * n- ion. 

Xiix»f rrxBL "v-naa ~'ii •nap~ "•^— ^- m, w.it^ -r^t 

o:. ror i/r «ti«-a-* . zi.^k' -^rp- ~t- * r- ,um.i , '' 
ioc »miiitfr?r-. h -«?»■ •hi: m- tx^ *: ti?- 

m-f'Tfr airiif- ic TtKifPirmE*- «xr ik^ f tas* ?-wr *Hfc ai 

and iBifiii» at ntf 4iR«rT -umf r - n> — vg_ bit lu- 
bqp«' series' IT I/ara* bc 1*4C:i cc zir- -k-msj*— ■ •.■4#^ v 
lirc-foiiiiiid. rimr ^m^t» ^sr^frM-. ;.^Bir:iif:vr' --vuir 'rue 

wtixi c omnmiA iSMo -wna. 11^ h mr:nr. ma', ii*^; ^llrf»' « 
TN> fST-mc yrsuc -auf mbv- ijc xbtci:;^'* or, 1^ •^uoMOr 

merx^f-T^f:!!: j: tut ac*- Arrar Tcf-t^--. li f/riaifv* iaAu««i 







of nrr entnnop inbo ^w Pdnr Sc* fi«n i^ «Bd^ ^tf* 
Ameaci. Al ifait w» kaovra cm liie in* «BiMBifc. 
miiich bardhr deBeniK ibe shmu mvk. tint m P<te- S^m 
did «xiBU liact ^r sisp!: of Capoam C-iwk bad WiaMi «i 
it limmi^ B«iuiziefs Smiu sad liorr Hearer loid M^r- 
kflBDCw Tiro Nordi A ju f ika a tnnvslN^ had aiiw i t jl «| 
llie mali iea n shcvY cf N«nb AmninL ai d ifei » a t |wiMa 
wad m dsSfTfoa Tmtis^ and n^poiiML ««Dewhtt dM^ca^ 
tist liter had wiea li>e $«a. 

Frcon i^ra^ caTOmstaz)rf«. and. i««v panintteH-^ 
&aD liie aodoaii^^d aari i iwiu fts I bad « K«iwl»d in c«i« 
lectntt^it was qtane dearibat a c^bitinx was CMisQaiatiT' 
fbnad aeaaoE donm Davis's StnoL and ibi^ Snair <^ Hiaj- 
sob's Bit. wead ako akmc ibe sborp of S piaA i e ffyft, ^ 
to the Hnztbward : do dcwkl^ tbef^fesvk cmmiM ixNnaui «■ 
mj mmd. ihar tbere aaist he a waiiRr oMuniaiiicaiioB V^ 
nreen the s«as ci the Pariac and xbe DMfhefn Atlaaiit ; 
tint the water smppfimi thnm^ the Stiait ca Bebna^ ^« 
at! < iiftiti>iip<i^cy)a«otbePoiM'S<awasdwcha3r^»4, 
hw MBDe u p nmR «r other yet to be duiNnieiv^l, into th«» 
^tiiiMTJr- The - Edinbnreh ReTiew.** bowef^r, tuiiM^ 
iaao ndfenle the idea of a Pokr Ba»i ; aad otberjk e»> 
dearoRid to show that, if these currents existiKl^ ther 
anist be very tempoiaiy or occasKioaL as tbev wodj^ 
otherwise dnia this Pobr Basin of irs water. 

It may be worth the wbiie^ now that the sboreis <^ 
this Pofar Sea haiY been lisited and surreTed, one part 
of them by oar own Bariiialors. and tho Asntie part by 
tiie indefiitigaMe Baron Wruigel and others* to show 
to dieae woold-be-wise gentlemen wbat that $mi fvd^f 
is — ^what are its inpooiings, its outpourings, and its dh> 
meoBdos. In the first place, it is an immense hasm f^ 
water, indnded by the shores of Asia, of Europe, and of 
Ameiiea. Of Asia, horn NoTa Zemhia, in 50^ K. loi^,« 
to East Cape in Behring*s Strait, in 170^ \V. long:*,; 
that is. 140^ extent of coast. In Europe, trom N<Mm 
Zemfala, in dO- E., to Baffin*s Bay, about 7iK \V., an 
extent <^coftst equal to 120^ : and in America, irom tlio 
last point. 70= W..to Cape Prince of Wales, 1^-" \V,, 
in Behiing's Strait, an extent of coast equal to ICK)^* 
These, including the opening of Behring*s Strait amt 
bat between Greenknd and Spitzbei^n, comprise Um 
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. It saiFwi^ir? "s sue rnwisrw-jri. x fel sbe ibsctbc^ 

: jj B c g 3$ 2r?eT4c sz> now rMtssam: <^iw?rie»M«L 
I se 3»ae 5k- -=>? KrrmapKHiMC «t «-*Ycy hnuK^ « acs* 

■s wbp£ ir is rcctsaae?«<c ixsair iiie;M> 
r-isj^sem £Tr« eaiiiictTTaesr » a&r^7$ end vm*b hi taaea^ 
•c pnee. mad. pr^racap o&r<n^ and mm not tc* Se $qo 

fc. P ■:."«■«•-" the xrmT^ ci wiiicli was practifaily de<«K«^ 
aEni«d CO tbe fcimnl i fr s <tf dtat day by tiie n\lk»WTaaj^ w^ 

Sir HnnpfarpT GifterL in consMfCieDC^ ot" his |THK «f 
tap LsbEDd of NevtoBsdkihi. made a Toyap^ ihi^^er^ mi 
his iTtKmfejm winch iwDobiypi^nsh^d*; W hi$ kiK«>iri* 
edse <&d Boc pnish widi him : it lud th^ t oiUMi«tk«i oc* 
that Tihafaie rod-fishery which stil exists. I>av«;« Vr 
the (fiacowrr of the strut that bears his nan>e> c»)>f4MCl 
the way to liie whale-fidieiT. which still continiK^s t«» 
flemish: and Frofaisher poin^ out the strait which c^wh 
ducted HndsoQ to the hay that bears his iiani«\ and whidi 
eare lise to die estmbMshment of m company of mei^ 
chantE^ whose concenxs are of such an ext)^n^>^ natui^ 
as to be canied on across the whole continent cUf Anw^r- 
icB. and to the vtry shores of the Polar Sea : iumI dl- 
ready, in our tnme. the opening of Lancaster Sound by 
PaiTT has extended the whale-fisheiy into that jioumC 

But the knowledge that has resulted troni these laDer 
Toyages is not less rahiafale, less durable, or nwre evan* 
eseent, nor can it be too highly appreciateiK L««t ai^ 
one cast an eye Mily over the best chartj» of tlhi» north* 
em regions, preTious to the recent Arctic exi^editioiia, 
and compare them with what they now are. Let him 
inquire what was then known or described of tliat Pa* 
lar sea, or indeed of the whole nofthern shore of tlM 
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Asd r .^SL ant but »i m praoii frtfancaCNK. v^k^ I 
am fore is smred ly iiv^ry sme £.as^saaBnir fic w^finn^ 
er rank m mstscj. in tie pvrssiL cc ibe f<dk>wanc kMM«sc 
Bid auniv- jMnmaxB wics. wiskfi Ck^cilk S^ ^.^nci 
P1R7 doaea ^att sb=-«x^ dC £» ^lird ^^J^i^ xHat^ ^tM^ 
Arcac leaa: 

•" Haauj la I Xtacnui ba-r^ anad^eii nrv^se^'si w^raw: l^)» 
xnnsrsacne igie^rn, istfsead ot jc_ jeav^sc :• a Ta a l» c «£ 
&g^m\avuvn ixai ocnr«cs=r* : ^apc^ ibftll I aj»> W if asrr W 
bon -if miae. ia 2e 'tnrviMr ts»a^ it v^xlai «n«sl TW^'i Wi aCT 
odice oc puoeer. aboajki ^ksaOKv cnexxthsoe «> ^i^ j iaw wa . 
«f aome uar* iw^aacmat fadfrsnir: bai xkkc kaff^r AwilJL 1 
aeacEL be la be xfecani m &ax iwirridaal. Mar h aiQI tail 
to Engiii'a he la jMiM^iw a ikii madertakiaj: ; Mnimsrtib^ 
e««r nwrianp a> ake tae lead a «s&erpRAw iaiiNiMl 1» <«ia^ 
trftnse te lae actraaccsat oc aoeifew. and i» pkhmMik mii^ 
her Qwa. ae wietSKreot marirni^ ai ai^ ! $«A <mwryri»Wi> 
ao difliBiieresced aa w«:^ a> ^e£sl in ^ir ot^)<>rt« do Immt )* 
die acnaSrj wsadi TZEidenakes ^lem. eT«ii idM«i dw^ Hat^ 
dKj eaa aioC bat exche tfi^ admiraxioB and nKWCt of'^^wr 
fiberal and cnhrratBd Bcnd : and die pasip of ratOY l ftj » ^ tx> 
wffl ^idanbtedlT leeotd tfaem as erv^ir wav ^(twtlir wr% 
powerfoL a rirtaoaa. and an enlightened' nat»iMi.^<'*l^«Iiift« 
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TV^- »t-rr. Jl^ Ir-XiT-t U- srSfc— i.— ^T tit- .l->Ju "^ 

El- TA*- ii^ vcTi ai r.:i«rr.aiar iir t::- lir*!*:,^- vw 
zi'.ii2i i-^-c:_L 1:12- T*^ {i-ot:?- k'-r?- r.'i j.v.r»-=ir r^ nii^ 

•^^••^ — nr- ti «.:: iJ-. s.r; u iv.fc^:.'-i \- •■.•»-*■ ^Tni-^TvJb 

IsiV- gTS Mnrr rvi lUTtUIli; :r'»"fira. lit* I'^urnil rt I ^jfeAUBBf. 

v-r,--— sLi nicrriv.-r iir iiai: a i iv.Mxwr awkr-oxjc^- . 
ciit iii^ i^LL i>imte.L lut lA^ a uii ii\t><' luw luu M^mir- 
vemc BBrTi^BDOK iir i ittmiu h: iiiTjr*^ui> ii nurt* !■■ 

HZPirr Tn71.rTTV.L ^aCS 2: 11&> Tk;«eX mi^' riKKKTCAu tMC 

• niy »- I :ia^i:» iir viuvj. ul iim:vT?s. nov»i»«r mm 
am EKfic^ir tu*'^ lur^ irt. irt i\!r num!^ niattiiwi. t 
Ttfoamat l imsuiIhc 7U:r. lu iiinufe»ir?> tail i»Rstef9vtmf. 
uicam Bipr ofnabf or lav". nu: u'v*r;> iuv«n^n«i^ %. 
'j^mssnnr xr cuu^ eni ui eiiiiu^ussUL xuv u J« Umiikm: 

v\T-ngk. v-«^ ioxT hmaTt**i — fc> >r J«wn3?* V*i»»* «Ni. 

unnuti— iimi»» IT I ^uu skuiiuu mi: ii^t: a' aU w 
vll w: *»**!:. Tir v'luair.miii i -«•-«?? n ri«u>rnit>. 

• li tLft ' ear .*'•'.* ii* si— ■> - 1 fiiiumu. «*r "^«iTBi 
lar- !:uinime*c u r in: -iiiir -f»irs "*•». n Tin two 
■-MBiTT -rti^iir* Til -"'-^ u iii« Y.ec ':wm OnmMO^^ 
*?—£•-■* lil -"^4 Tieu :*K*ini*»L %i aw mw^.. amuk 
u*'iiEei3Bir IT Hi* ~v~«isw». It "a*? ^^''-iv. Avr- ''tt \Mt5 
"TTO. l.>jn ua Snimwraa ifr niii>«)iiiimui. nYu«i. tc^tn^ 
if»?in««isi2r. mr .Tuuk^i 101*7 ^^ Tiiu>4)iiiinnu MinirntiN: 
Ii if-naaanr n Iri.T s»«t-"!»i iss- irv* iifuixiMnin 11 TtfW» 
i;ifH»-»*ir HTini? ir'nmiro-.L rnnimunitfr 11 ".^.i^ Mit 
vimmaiiut-L iin^ iiiiiirvtxr iUji»^ "* 'z-it Ttiiffh: 

i»-j r. te- fcjr?:- f-x !.::•*- dam. 



fr*ia: KSHQTznzBor n xxult ^xntdinoi. tMn Ti^nHnDciB: 

nrr cxr lit -«?&- iiuissie: CTkeTou^r dMannomvu. «- Oh 
BBzais: iL -vniKi nit To-ijt u. oiHsnoi. ^nt- mwmrffw. 

iia:.^ ' a: jeKgrariiuaa xmanxianoi.. am*, itrw^vv aL a: 

-wranr o: aiitfuiiv. . vnt siurrei. ovt»- u riiliil. Cht n»ri«r^ 
xzcffi cr x^cvvenmien-. .*wid£ u tuin insuvu. a: M^nc 
■xMt OL nier trttzti. n Lupani.. u nn^ni.M an^ TVfejK«lfc> 
y.-.jTtrr a: nk^ liiieTuii— viu. wiiicl. tx» rxivktiinm Mk. 
Beei ixtreL ntr. mert wit- iin: ai. otti«<T ii. oim«v: '^nn 
tZK* OIL lur esDrhs- martin r^nni. nin (itflinm^inrnM^Tit 

gar. frfhser: l sool oij^ttrvft' ani. suT^'fvo': . hhi. 4,fny^ 
t3:?--.aJT 3.oP2'Ni:ii.. «oi n: tin nms^i. nr. t«Yc<»lim«: 
maugiiBiDHi;. Cmt o: tin mutsiunmiMi. .'•. C K4>!Q<^ «• 
7-nizn^ TTiHi (E liif nKKi fk?Tiv( uni. wiliin£ ih!«rM«kir«(«h. 
u^ suxmeaosntr^ iteeL eiiiuii»ypf. 11. f»vor\ An«Tv rKYw*- 
dniai. comniBiiaec. itit rerHii: Aiimrp.tii vin*i^»r a:' rhrw 
yeoR. BiiL K- nov Ciinnui. Sr Juint>> k"^lnsii fvft«H. nm> 
neL. BiiL eDic^mi: tiie frui: n: Iik^ vaiuniiic nm: li^rtih 
pnuBPWiintT- uuhits. tiis iiantf wil. Trpion«>nt»\ jv***!!!. 

IxiPTj^iy Sabiki.. n: TJit- Knyu Ar:il»i\:'> . ■^•ol. i«i>o«rr. 
ioT m^ scHfniiiit Brquirfnients^. anr. tnr riir iino^-kvlfr 
Buc -Qsf: a: niannflmiLTiru. oiic RstrdnnmirM. tns^rruirtonnk 
iiemc aeairnuf' n: tiu uuiKtrru 111:7 '*' ?*ii'Mii^ hh« Ail; intr 
imrucii fjxpfirifiiipf.. \ras mqiK^sW; xr mii. rJ>r oxncvts 
iiOL ht L 't-tiiimTfH*r. UK., likr tin rvaxi^ hind hn: tat mitch 

CBlicH- It W dkdUllNUUTPL AIK: S^^Sr'WVt\ri. \n ROO^^Iint AI 

iiif BuiMecmenT Bnc vaiuuiiic Intvirs. howr^'Ar. w\\\ )uxn^ 
line: imc b iiiar^ JL ihf- itresiffsni nhrTnr.:x'o. 

i: vouiL BHve hwtti mcire ncronnhk^. in r.b<* Mih«At aT 

a;r* cr (ii«;'i»vf»rT il Ti»f Arrru r(^r»iii»s. rlmi: rr hr Ahlieivi 
11 iinti» r imarr l ft'plini of disfiimiiinini^nk'nlif*')! rlf/" 
iK^ruaa^ oc i: «(• muiv.iinfitiS nnr. <v^ nrf*x'f»kiiurN rrAnJ-ns ; 
Dir w n pnustirnTi* rht tmt link ir rhr- rhiin tit" rb^ 
impreBiiiif puiuiciiiiozis il qnranou. ii Oi^ilti not wiiJi 
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Till* mT?>lh£!f»ii: ani uiimiit: V.*ou.n«u-\. ^n^^s^ >*> 

vha: L *truf kai.iiit**. anc ar?«OiU vil :^f':*.-: «v. hut 
hoiiursk. t'^?»r ir. liit^ j.^wftc *.-a»f «y' : xsci*:^'^- v>: 

v.»i- ^ii-- linni on: a:" r^ir rr^-saf^n: rvT^^Onr*. C 
Basi. Hal., niimxu: li-.a: Sa:T>j».-»M> iwui a ^-wi: v »<wr s^ 
niH.it hh- at^aiirs kn.^w:. s.: u>f A-tR-mlr^i . ax«c jitr ^twi 
ntTrtriui£!T t70t>m:s».'. isrt5'*7ir:'*sT. ir «hK-r. rji«niknr\ iw* 
iTTo^t'i t-v^eezKip'T Bsw»"u R. ?:>-• »-*-n 1 731 ISP,-, /lansvcm^ 
niTT ibc: CKTBTT*.": i\:" bv^.iir.^ ar) ,-»>'*•. 7::jjnir«r>.v. m-ist* 
ills narr^-f r.iiir.trriiH^r.. Axa.vj; rJ»t^^ iS5:7ihrc ir\n?r t^*- 
for* Eit»Jati.i:iei. K.^s^ :;^lh> :;> 

n:" air* . aitl b^ lar ^t ":>;*sc j.xik:::i .v :^r iT'.>i;r' *"»> «»;• *\K 
>-r: ir .';»:.■£ V twrar-uiAT int»r;r!.iife' . xi ■;.•.• j-. S-'-.r.i .'tSii*'-*-^^ S* 

camKV.. "w-'nr Hadiin£.?r T.xik & Tv^iy: r-.r^ r%int hrc £nc«c 
and ii. v i ientec. :: t.- Lim .t :?:^:sir:. ; rr«-ar\i:7:£ Y.vr* a: ihr ««» 
ximt. -w^a: ai. t»i.»C;Tte»i:: sa.'.tc. wr.vj. ,Mu;,i^i^\'r tb,"* i[^»»iih<» 
dnuiv: .n. ciar Lnqn-Juau^V x&iad rhu: iir *ia^ nui^sr ax\»«;«t«K 

Afier some ieifix the wiai r>,ani:<*i. «>*: t)n» k*^ J^*- 
CVL :o sepanoe. jeansx: an oTv^riinc ak-«nj^ rh<> r*-^!!** ; hM 
jack. -who bad xroDe cc sbuire wjrj* h» c»T«wtnimMk li*d 

or : tun the poor iVUow -w-as tmiik: ir, *■«<» »'«!* iW* K«rt» 
-wni bit roliar-rKiae h!v»k<«i;. ha«-in£. "nrv^r thr v^a^ aa 
fxprP!*ei r-T b-jnsiejf. o: "/*'.-, n^i :vHrA,-\ n.i?.'* iw.** 
i<^ rrkianed h:« run. hni die ^-kiicnce «>f The nvosl Hftj 

'.E-!^z lb? amienT- 

iz. proceeimr Donhemlr. uie e&.ne(iax>n caaM" tipm jik 
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trher^ lie ^iuiis -tp**? e mcaLT. icii ^tL-.-at^jus- irrt^ a» 

3«rte'* ^¥Ttii tieai- ■ne'- setmc Tace^ ir nx hmi» n % :*- 
'JM jr .-noaixL n "Hi? :ce. ma le ju ~ne ider siue.. jkOar 

.?eiT>^ -tur :niHr ■ngiag? '▼rft» nie ^wntf is ai««. mr jt t 
xiiferfHir iiaiiei:r. miu iiHinrrg lu Ji» jp?>«ue!S. jw .-^ttfcM 
HIT. • lome jiil" jut :n.e ?«iM7 tti*. • No, aa : j» 
iwav." \.TiT nm h' iieno. loprJiKam^ ne ^*4^ jt :»• 

omir-.L "lieir Yiw..:P. Sicciieouak Ji :**cur3. vrTsikfU j«ic 
Hr:^'f—jiL:c a9uU:u£ tat iv»*: w.th. ^1» i«aitf 4!t;«ttu:«i« 

jiiiiie i£ 1 ^semily jBLUtacuo. j» 1 :rTK zracziHr Jf oow 
•nomenn. mil -^iiiiii 3or je TH*nn;Q»!ti Jt«r9 >uf :*jr im 

n II ::il X was -nennnnea ij Coamniaiitfr R.nsk iir :iM 
irsr time, ic Sfii*dBDii. ja rhtfir r-nira '2eme. Ir » :Kitt»re^ 

md stiiemniv' r?p«sci*tx» :uaji have tf:$oc'«M. ta«» :su<air^ 
ic 111 :ne -j^cers escept :2a^ oc diie v.*vautMiiaer 1 ^^^ 
"her^ znasc b*^ jomiMJiin-g ia x. iff Bdci. iu ft» -Vrcoir 
^oamt^j. •nenntwi.'f '-Aja'.A^ j/ tiwc^ «:» sa K:Atiaj9Eiw<x 
ttiniacon. 

The :oiIi]^r-ji£ 2» soixLewi!iii; ctinoi&k v.vc»ft£^nttj4 ^boi^ 
:mmoer vid rreqaeiiiry or woaiien v^stoiwc tb^ (Mrs iK 
oie •::»£»& wiiers nu cuabc sxocii bx^rcourw* itttfe»c 2itt«^ 
"atkuia piace b«?cwe«>fL diem, ud rae iooLveiKfi uto^^^: 
R«ifiBi mji chey mod secamie aioi>» ^iuuiuur« auto^ s^Ntifi^ 
me Ji :he uipft. eaceriv asketL *- Wbac cnMtc crv«cttf^« 
dbese were ? Do dbejr come nrom uie 5uc or CQ^ i»i.vtt T 
do zjaaj zive as Ixzht by niicoLC or br iay T" rep«>aLBUK^ dii# 
aa*»nai)ii. - Wcaz were tfaey ?*• wT whach S«cchev«a;» tv^ 
piieii. - Tbev were houses made o£ wvxj^i.** Tbev tv^ 
fcondefi - No : thej are alire : we have seen chettt 'ttK«%^ 
tneir wines." More eoiUhteoed chaa ihe^e Arvctk' Ui^h<> 
laodf^n I tor so Ro(» ealLft them) dki the UM^$sw»u^er» vm' 
K< jaceznma. 00. the arriTvl oJr the 5hi(.v v4* Cortex, itt b^^ 
moaner em^ri j inqmre. 



KT5 F.c»«*- - that The rhtw wx the f»c* of the cHfe fs^ 

t:\;»sirr 1.1:7 ^:ILil.ei or i-.^v^t:-.'. by s.xne 5iib>raDce 'wiuri 
gKVr r: E £^v:'» cr:i:i>i>:: cA»r. This 50ow.- be u^u^ 
- wft« :v2err&:^.i eTen iiowr: to The rock, in manv pt^r m 
Ti' s r.r-y*:':! o:' Te-^ or rweh e iVei. by the cak"«rin^ xnwteir.'* 
Mr. Fi>Tj^r <By<. "I: Is "worrhy of reinari. thai dii* wil- 
wrjLiz. mar.er. i^e ii vrha: :t may, dv»os not peneixnTe iDorf 
ibf- a-_ i-jL-b or rwi.» Ivneatb The surfiice of the sno-w,"" 

M»-.:;y r.»-;e^-r-:TVN, of course, were adoat eoocertt- 
i2£ ihe rause of 50 uiiusiwd an appearance: ^ut K«* 
SBT*. ~:t wus at once detennicei it couki nv>t Ke ibf 
diuiz of •■•irds :" rather a hasty conchis!on. for Mr-Ttrand? 
the t*be-2i-.s:. to whom it vras iirsT subminovi on the re- 
r.im of The ex^,»editioii. for the purpose of being anaK oesl 
bevi::2 deT rafted uric acid, pronounceii it at oiK*e to I* 
the e\rreiiieut of bir.is. It was the ceneral opimosi of 
the oricers. wh? exaimned it witli tlie microscope, thai 
it ::::usT be vesetitWe : and in this opinion Dr. W*ol)a$ivfli 
coTiCurred. after a minute examination both by the nii- 
crosc.»pe and chemical tests — ^yet ht even had his doubis. 
Mr- Brown, the celebriite.! b»"»tanist, conjectiireil it ini^t 
he derived from *:»me of the al^, conferviw or txvmeQjp 
{T '*■".< '.'...: T'-ii'.'irr.): the more probable, as the n^^ts rf 
the inos? (a species of P:^ytricuri)^ common on the^ 
ciif s. are deep st-^riet — deep, indeed, must they Ke to 
aanctjyn the outrageously exagserated print of these crim- 
noti cli^^. as ct'Iore-n in the vohime. There is uothin^ 
new. however, in the discover^" of red snow. PUny an^ 
other writers ctfhis time mention it : Saussuro fouinl ii 
in vBrioj* part* of the Alps : Martin found it in S)^tx« 
bersen. and no doubt it is to be met with in most al^uue 
regif:»n«. 

A fittle farther on, the ships were visiteil by thi^^ 
Q^er Esquimaux, from whom information was iWeired 
that the iron part of their knives was found on a mount- 
un in great masses, and that it was a i^art of the moxmt* 
ain : that in other places it was tinmd in solid pitH^t^s on 
the surtace. and that they cut it otT with Imnl stone, 
Ross, however, could not succeed in obtahiins; any ^4* 
the masses: but a smaD piece, being oxaiuintHi in Euji;- 
land, was foimd to contain the usual pi*opartion of uickol 
met with in meteoric stones. 
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S£F7 T r^iiir?" -^mr-j- ^r-r^-T r, ly* ^ ; ^ 

;l . 2_-.:l^- 'j_^ . : ...■ • -.::r . z:-.- ,.t **":! '*;.r^ »*'«^ 
-.-•-i'-r : I.' — -i:.- .•■■?-.- .— i:.^" ^ '. .. » ■ ^i-- .. ' 

— ::i_:i. t* -zu. •"■--=_? :r. .:'.. v-:.. * ■* >!s >b.^v • ^an- 
n -iHTrjir' ST'-^ He ""T-. '>.::•>*. s*.."^ ".:. ..■,. * s v^-xv.-a-i". 

• '. ■ :i-=_r?'-.. ' -^■-- T s-?^ • :!:• ■ ■ * :!.>^...r,. T 

*■■»- ^1 "Z" -=.-r"-r — '1 T-^ur"*-!- ::>•■:;::.. '.:. .s .:•'..-^•^ «:ra. 

- ■7Z.rrr=T'-'" •_•.-. .v.- L :" *"■' * -■ ' -■.= "' -V '^ ■■■■■■• '"* ^* 

Ei-r* I""::! Z-r- -■;" . . :. •. : i.**-- ir... •..•-,>* ij«^ 
zii:...':!— tji iii> T- iZT > • .:.:;:ri-- :: t >*■!.-». ttt^- ■%.-.** 
Isujr'l "i^ L." F"!--!!*"* "Hf i>s>»~..:. '^..-^"!'* .■ . rv.: •.«-v- 

:— "1.^ nvjL-ii nr— '^r-i^: ;: ;5^ -•■-::.::.'!;; ^-'i ••» •■ /;'»^-> 
£^.: sZ.: Tie v— ?=■ :.^.: . iiit-\ u* ^.» 'i -::• .'. -. -^ «' .n^ 
iL : -zi-'^i,ji "He "r--ii-!fr v-i> ".?i.i.">.ii*-.» «.,. ur^ r.* 

ill Ti-.-;v.-.»r. it* - r^lL :. :- ^'-i lir >i.V :l :i::\»:i 11. • t 

«■ :r"ip-^.-, ' le nai^N • nai' ~!i« .••».i!<ti t i** -i >i •»-,-« v 
r*-. iiii::ir 'e -:i:ir "v-»ii".T ".- :.--.i "^.Is > .- '"ki:!.*!^ >iiiu:i < 

■^. • liar -«-» -ifli"iii: i;j' ■* -v^mt -»»• h-tv.Mt .^ -. ii '<n^ 

±nill Tie liir^im :»Tt^^IH' .i T'i* *% •.-•>; »inr »-n.i»u». " 

«1 Til* ^nmii* !u* iis».-.*»'':»c*f.:fc iiti: ,-.'iis;i:v*r«fi;; IN :««>Mit%>«i 
mil IS JUUmjri'U*. T K?L*»'»UX ♦«- ti' irrtMins (tTf*i->\HiaM^ 

• >^ Til* Tr**r Mild IS V.' V Si*i*- Mils . ».fN M*.-i>-im 

III* liiTTin Z'^'i *'- i :—t-:i-» '"\^r^* "•» !«• •%-' c>*<i,-.ii-v* 
i*G. AJiL'ii;: lie Tiirers c -vs .•\r-n»t*'ii!«i.'-* tttui n 
^it* Z.Tnaai >£.is*»iiii -.s MM Jir ."iu* s;i"KV'. v*i « ;»vr*tK 
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Of die remainiDg sound of Baffin, which he 
Aldennan Jones's Sound, all we learn firom Ross is, 
that '''• it answered to the description of Aldennan Jcmes** 
Sound given by Baffin, who discovered it." ** We were 
near the entrance of Jones's Sound," says Captain Sa- 
bine, ** but not so near as Baffin, who sent his boat on 
shore." So might Commander Ross have done, who 
remained there from the 21st to the 23d, when, ^* to- 
ward evening," he says, " we successively made out the 
north and south points of the land across the bottom of 
this bay or inlet; at midnight a ridge of very high 
mountains was seen to extend neariy across the bottom 
of it, and joining another from the south ; on the 24th 
we had a still better view of the land about Joneses 
Sound :" but stiO no boat was sent on shore on any of 
these four days. 

It has been thought right to notice the total want of 
any information, in addition to that obtained by Baffin, 
respecting his discovery of these several sounds, as he has 
called them ;* and the more so, after reading the follow- 
ing extraordinary paragraph in Commander Ross's Intro- 
duction, which can only have been penned from want of 
knowledge of the subject : " In rediscovering Baffin's 
Bay, I have derived great additional pleasure from the 
reflection that I have placed in a fair light before the 
pubUc the merits of a worthy and able navigator, whose 
fate, like that of many others, it has not only been to 
have lost, by a combination of untoward circumstances, 
the opportunity of acquiring during his lifetime the fame 
he deserved, but, could he have lived to this period, to 
have seen his discoveries expunged from the records of 
geogi-aphy, and the bay with which his name is so 
fairly associated treated as a phantom of the imagina- 
tion." 

Every person at aH acquainted with voyages of dis- 
covery knows that Baffin was not only a skilfull naviga- 
tor, but so well versed in nautical astronomy as to be 
able to deduce the longitude from lunar observations. 
Whether, as pilot only to Robert Bylot, this last voyage 
was not exactly to his mind, and was therefore more 
vaguely and unsatisfactorily recorded than any of his 

* Probably from their affording soundings for ships to anchor to. 
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others, his account of it is uodoiibtedly mdike the pf«- 
ceding narratives of his voyages. Baffin is so much 
aware of this, that, in his letter to Mr. Ji^in Wobteii- 
holme, he observes, " Some may object and aske Why 
we sought that coast no better ?'* to which he alleges in 
answer, the badness of the weather, the loss of anehori» 
the weakness of the crew, and the advanced season of 
the year. But as to the expunging his discoveries firam 
the records of geography, the gronndless aasertioii m 
itself no more than **a phantom of the imagination*** 
Purchas ^Lcuses himself for not publishing his chart 
and tables on account of the expense ; but expunging 
his discoveries is a discovery of Commander Ross, wm 
there let it remain.* 

Hitherto Ross had carefully avoided approaching any 
of these sounds within forty, fifty, or sixty miles, aad 
consequently could not, or did not, send a boat to look 
into any of them, and yet he boasts of exploring and 
having rediscovered Baffin's Bay. However, in pro- 
ceeding down the western coast, and the weather being 
foggy, he found himself unawares nearer to the shore 
than was supposed, and perhaps wished ; in fact, hm 
was just at the mouth of the only remaining, and liy 
far the largest and most remarkable, as well as, from its 
position, the most important sound or opening of any 
that had been seen on either coast: this was whaSt 
Baffin has called Sir James Lancaster's Sound. There 
was here, at least, no ice to choke it up ; none in the 
vicinity of it ; the soundings without it are marked 1000 
fathoms ; within it, 660 to 674 fathoms : no appearance 
of any bottom was here pretended to have been seen* 
and altogether it was utterly impossible, on any pretencot 
to avoid entering it ; and the ships therefore stood in. 

As this sound or bay has afforded the means of pretty 
well settling Commander Ross's reputation as a discov- 
erer or explorer, it is fair to give him the full benefit of 
his own account of it : 

" During this day (30th of Auguat) much interest was ex- 
cited on board by the appearance of'^ this strait ; the general 

* Pilkingtonhad the impprtincnce to call Baffin an impostor, but all that 
was erer known and published of Baffin's discoreries have been pfis- 
served. 
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wAeT.it oompletehr dnred ibr about ten miiraiM^ and I di»> 
tancthr mv the IizmL, rovmd the boUnm of the Kat, farMnup » 
oaimacteid chain of xnoiant&infi with tboeie whicb «x«en2w4 

altnu: liie xKvrth and enmih fiide*. At tlu« momiMit 1 «^ 

wvr a ccmtiunily of ice, at the disUuice of tiovou mi]ea« «t» 
Iradiu^ frcim one ade of the bay to the other, bofw«eii iIm 
ntfareen cape to the north, whicli 1 uauuni aAer Sir G«oi|^ 
IVarrender. and that to the ffouth, which wa« iMmed «Aar 
ViALKvimt C-a«iIerea^h. The mouutaiiis which iHxnpied iIm 
center, in a north and south dinectiou, were namcii Cnakmr'^t 
Mouiitaiiifi. after the Secretary to tlie Admiral t^^ Tlie aottllb> 
vretn comer, which formed a siiacious bay. amiplotolv ooc«^ 
pSed by ice. ^-a^ named Barrow*s Bay, aikl i« iHiaii^ed on 
the Muth hv Cape Castlereagh. and on the uotlh by Oapa 
Boffimoud. which is a headland tliat projects ea«l\viu\l fixwa 
the hi^h land in the center. The north comer, which utm 
the hifrt I had made oat. was a deep inlet ; nnd a« it iUMwor«d 
exactly to the latitude given by Uaflin of Laucaator Sound, 
I have no doubt that it was the same, aud i^iMider it a luoit 
remarkable iiiittance of the accuracy of that able oavixaiiDr.** 
—P. 174, 175. 

It was, indeed, a most remarkable instance of accu- 
racy in Baffin, which can be explained only by stippoaitur 
him to have been gifted by Arctic vision of ono htindrod 
and fifty miles, without which he never cotild Imve got 
sight of Rosses ybrth Corner from tlio sen, for ho never 
came near even the entrance of Lancaster Sound, *• there 
being," says this old and able navigator, " a ledge of ice 
between the shore and us.*' All this is doplomble 
enough, and it may be considered as not worth tlie 
while to dwell longer on this part of tho narrative, or to 
notice ** the accurate view of Baffin's Bay," and ♦• the 
special chart of the land" — the putting al)out tlie ahip, 
assisted by a whale-fisher, the only officer on dock— 
the sole spectators of Croker's Mountains and the vast 
barrier of ice, seen only by Mr. Lewis and Jaiuos Ilaig, 
the loading man, while all tho other ()ffir<»rH wore on- 
joying their dinner, and ignorant of what was going on, 
which is not tlie usual custom in a man-of-war when 
tlio ship is going about. 

Too glad to got out of Lancaster Sound, " It Inscome 
advisable," says Rosa, ** to Htand out of this dangerous 
inlet, in which wo wore embay od, beuig within it above 






it his bMB vkiM mmm% Iqt minfen^ ' 
imd widKiiit »nbn»rtiMi ly lii» icm Xi^iKmhi] 
bad the cmins»— «» i> l» ca i d i **■ « — I t mmmg f t r*— 
to roTsit, aoBM T««ra alftcrwvdL Ami h iM T ft l ii tfift m m 
nmexiiMe kind of shim ^^nml oat «r. lAw tsiiiMiM) «£ « 
priT^te ind^Tidual fioir some fvuifiMtA «r fAJbcv; ^^Mh dhjfii 
however, ho leA firowfi up at tlwi Iwffimw i i «f R«(<f«i^ 
Inlets and. with groat fitfifoo and 4Mcnaikj^ aan c w iodw i 
in gottiug hack to Laiita«l«r Souood, a«id had th» raA 
hick to I& picked up, la this ** dMi/tigt/rtni* Mdf^ \f % 
whaloi^-tho Toiy ideflftkaal JjaboBi which he \ 
manded. 

The ansatiafaclorr mawMC m which ho i 
of Sir James Lancaster's Sound, and ran fnat ihie Alas- 
andor, without the le^tt conu mu nc 4 <ia n mroi I^iaaaaMMI 
Pany, seems to have drawn fxvm laem a ntnui^ aorf «f 
somethiiig that he probafal|' oonceiftMi to be a jaauioa- 
tion (tf his proeeodings : 

*' As .1 havo gtren a putaoakr chart of th« hay or inlal 
which wan exoloivd betwe«ii tbr 29Ui of Au^^uni and da^ lai 
of Septemher, Ir^ the expeHliiian undt^r wy wmtiMmd^ and as 
&ere will be mimd on the preofMiiai^ p«ft^ a(i|«Uw tif tha 
ineteorolagicsl logs of Htke two iibipii, wiiiWi wc^rtt mapfiUad 
and corrrHtd, by the hydrosnrapher of th« Admiralty, ffvmk 
the official documents whicn ^a^ere lodjted in hi* omoa «a 
the arrival of the ithipa, it niuit be nnne c eiwa r y fbrttM to ra* 
capitolate the frets which I have already itatad, ml by !•- 
ferring to theM authenticatod documenlR, they will be iaan 
by inspectioQ. But it ma^ not be amiM tu point out tha 
parts iu my oflBcial iuctmntiiins, which are priuted in iho ba- 

e'niiing of thia work, wherein I am directed to |iay |tatticii» 
r attention to the currents, and tot bo guided bv thetn ; and 
alao to the nart which recommend* me to liKik lor the north- 
east ]wiut oT Amon<'4i, or, in oiher wonU, ihe tiorthwent | 



n«?c alMUit th«^ wventyHiecon*! tlcgree of Intituile. An il'was 
fullv provcnl thiit no < tirrtMit cximUmI in thin inlet, whiAi wa 
hml juHt explortul, tir to tht« notihwiii'd of it, it nntiimlly Ait- 
lowed tlmt 1 shonlil htivn mniponcil inywill" Mil) to \Ut* north- 
wiird of tho ctirnMit. which Itml Ikmmi no (MMifl4lr>ntly Sftnertinl 
to exist; aud thiit, therefore, thin inlet witn nfit the plm'e bt 
persevere in forcing a passage, but that tliore was reawm to 
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l-iC"i4^ r*--^:i III- iU*^ :>i.Li... .-!- ;-.i.;;.iii ^',\Ty\ . lU^ 
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Xi xxittk* (![r>e'^»'2iii';ii> o ; aii> ;;*i>ii .• rio^ui^ IumIm. 

♦•C Uli- 1--'~*T~ l'iU!;l Ilf I'l! i:.U Rlu i Jurjt 
tl»* m-hii**'^ i:U»*»T- V-.ih»'. «•:!" 1« III* o*irw>Ml:t 
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ncrr. Ju — r-iio-i-i rnu- n. i.unu. :|j?- v:»T«»i5^'iai tn 

uniiu. uiL rir^'-iJiir it*.e- mji. iur-<iuni. 11 «n(;vHaK* 
imiium^ ui.i iiui~ r luu. 1111 1* umi>^iiii siii:>» 
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L.ii;ruiu: l-hl JtijiTiui. Stutinf j[:».v< \u >^ti^ iv^ indini- 
tini B!iiiir I'lirrfiib. unr a~iT:-i«-(v».». mu. j-'waI trwri ^M> 
iiiiriL'vir-: :* nir J. re* fwif* ir\v ii T/twviri. -unA n miAk 
cH'ir I ill'- iiuc iif iKi: 4q»fijtf •' i: i^ i. viMi. Tni!«(y«niin^H^ 
til II.. hf ii<iiuu re iii<> Jibcru^nnnf. V^^ fi«,^>.. " \i^ r>l^ >tt 
ft ■".••.r?ri;»*^ "p-h*. zr»f- iftT<<«; -n^TiiV^ ^-iivh. ^^ tt.x iflMsm^> 
iitniK I VI* iili(«ir^c T/ mur^Jitf or. rhi* wt^-k^ 1 ^mh 

r*!!* r*riL arir;. :Lr.MjD:ii». f.ic thomj in^ «x rhf fnilR«^^ 

Hilar "■ 7"" -="-' r.iURuui >.hJ«in» f .-irirrn.-iT ;». ", .mv'»»»»i:/«' ^^iimri 1l *«pi» 
tiinuGir >>ti«r i; t"i vf aiu: V .'i.m.ii. Siihxzw )itn>Af'l, rr^lMkWMkttte 
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s «ms appcomcd comnHaadcr of dir BkwMM. < 
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The namitive of this Tojftiee conM^ lardi midn- mcB- 
Finr circumsrances. and 'wa* nor imhhshen nntii tb* year 
lt^43, rwonty-me years afrer it was perinrmed ronrcnc- 
jwraneoiisly wirh that under CnirniandeT Kass^ who |wv»- 
coeded ro rhe norrhwest- 'vhiie rbe desrinaTion of zfais 
"wras to the norrheasT, 

Its piiWicarion, as nUrendy siraied. rame miT jmder dif- 
ferent cimimsrances from rha; o!"^ Twor^. ComnuoKier 
Burhan. from ill healrh it is sair.. (iecJined to hrnic om 
any arrount of the voyage — ^rarher trnm imTnediare and 
active employment, it may he suspecter. : hut there wi» 
another reason, as we ieam from Captain Beechey. 
•• Captain Burhan abstained from puhhshinc his 
jouniaU from a feelinc that the marer it contained 
not of sufficient interest to enpace rhe attention of the 
general reader :** and Beechey farther says. •• 1 recret 
also that my immediate comman.ier. Sir John Frankha, 
lias not had leisure to attend to rhe pnhtication of a voy- 
age in which he hore s«^ conspicuous a part." H(^ xo(k 
it may he sus}"»ected, dechned from a feelinc of dehcacy. 
so lone as the commander of the expedition was livinc, 
and might consider the time gone hy after his death. 
Lieutenant Beechey having preserved materia}s far ar- 
ranging into the shape of a ioumal at some famre nin«%. 
and having put them in order, submitted it to Cunam 
Buchan. who returned it with this ohserration : That 
•' all the most prominent features of the expedition wen* 
brought forward in perfect accordance with his view* :•* 
and he adds, •• My only regret in not ha\inc puUi»h<^ 
the proceedings of our attetiipt to reach the Y^ole. is the 
privation of making the public acquainted with my en- 
tire approbation of the conduct of the officers and' «««- 
men I had the honor to command," 

T^Tiat delayed the appearance of the namttive of a 
voyage made in If It? to the year 1S4S. CantRin Beechey 
does not say ; it could not be diffidence of his talent for 
"writing, as he had long before published a voyage in the 
Pacific and to Behring's Strait, a well- written vohime 
of 700 pages. It appears, indeed, that the public wonki 
not have had the present work at all but for the persua- 
sion of a friend, who casually saw and read the mann- 
script when taking a little trip in the vessel he com* 



muided in liie Ixi^ CkmtmeL Tiiin iirMwd* Smmd tL 1^ 
be mteroHuig, aod, mb tkk» firaduce oi a v«iyflK«; ^ist JinHir 
by guiwrmnfint. lie mivmod kuui, mtfi wmmuinfiy pim*' 
peSed hkn, as it were, iu pnUiMu il. niio iof liwt ^m* 
pose took it witfa biui to ilwuouLu Ji «•» n w^nU'mrmtm 
and iotereBting jMmdJve. fiimiinitirnm^r &. ti#^ J 
recunmioe of Mnitinit i ri in i iiiao mtmorimim 
■re not ahrayfe uuienUifK. vr rtwiMmc t^^ b« 
reader : and it oQnlaui^ mAsty cmhw.tjiikmw o. 
ners and babitb oi tii*r «Mr«wi«'^ iuui^' :imnMii 
abouDd on the atiurei^ of hptutt^n^fo-... ««■. i»--j«.. , «m 
ands of ice : and tiie}' mr*- tfx^^si. «. ^o 
maimeT, witbont tite UyeauKaiii*^ vh«^i 
in liie doaciipiio L oi oi yma^ o: 
book is anited ior ali rami i. m«o jm^t ^. r iimaiuMMir^ 
as a model far fotiir** ^o>«i)«*c 

ure in it^ jaiaiii mufve^ >«i. aniiife^ y*» ^t^r^^ . »» «»^^ «y 
owiqp u* asT was: v: 4SM«iMr*,. i»««.. or* ttii^^^||iraiP^ « #« 
the two oaHnaaaaiKTt or o^mm**- ^i u** v^ m ****^' • i^* 
two aiq» w«K; ■nuam'^ w«i4. #wa>' 4/' laMn*-. m^.*M 

to ohnif^ tiie iiCMar obepe o! |mwM«oi<yj- ^Ofc i^v m»ui»»« 
bn— lai I Fowana.' lM»ei. ti** ^utir^- 4i' A -r*"^-' 4«^ 
Back be BMStMMfd 

Tbe ■Miiarlmai timveAftfo tuat UM».h m4>a* •.%. mm*** Luj 
beat of tbeir wa^ uiio lue j^^iu^mm^i. m;*: . mi^j^ai Um'/ 

Sjaiihiijjiiii Mtfi UnMMaaaiL. «vjtui»aL ^my^ii^^ wi-jMtiM*' 
of lineB- iMMAb. atid mm tiMur i«M«: Aiyi»m.\yLb ho 4Jmc^ 
llie XortL Foie : wtfti li ifli^ifniir' ti«al Wuulo Um. A^^i-' 
ii decfiea: Mid jtaan t-oawfttiHO «^ilii tu^ jMi* . i; Mill uc 
fiDOiid BMat d«ar o^ iM. TiM^r iiMtu ucUuii; wi. uU|V4;ufr 
«£ aciBHlaik- iMfmfn Mi ti«t> vuy^N^i . ^ik. |iMru^tUta'i,^ ui- 
ihoie tb be uotivod aii aaa auuu: tu** J" a** . uii uii:«fiidiv 
diawn ■(• auci it lu^w- tM5Ui!.. Lu« iULiA); ^Mkt' o' mxucj 
'Were iui£MnuiaUttv ia»i vaL^^t: uji«.. ^tui'Uc' 'L.> %i;!*> • 
paniofH> of 41 jitaiMira. uaiui* ct^pou' i>. im*.* .^v< < ^. • 
folh" Bixeiitik9C u- ant v\el uo*».iiViU' .-» '...,«.... :iwii 
Sc^eciiPT. wiio iiiii'i«uuct)> lu^ icaa* ' ii>- i ^< ■>. >.iii<.u< 
Sea in juttkui^ tue lu^ttitM*; uuhoi^ ij,^ i^^o-. »v^ . !•>' lu*. 

E2 



Tr«r Trnif. -vrniwa&wf in* ^iiiu ^ '«%;«: is. -vrr' ftniMi^ 

iunuic T& iiTiiiniif "t > uin'iiv: iiuui w niuui^u'. ;mw^ 
■^«"iii£ ^J uit V*. ia*AsOi»i )* Titf iiii:^«iiiii:uii, luu nt 
"3ie iuTirs. mir i*imri/«v>* ti*? iiJU»r»u-nuoj n • u'T:*i]tu«:<tt> 

mt ifr i "vni ji-^».'.iiiis THjirus ' s; "iitti"; Ut -^•"^ ■• k 

siit.itf t :'jiii>« :ijp 1 .'•iiu-':*j, i tj*V'ic jc Jruip*, ^r ^utan* 
iuiiiiur 5?r-u:rxn*. u "aw lunins n i.>j. ' 

>* fiiiTW lis. -zjii i-".::i ii Xi ' tji* .'vn^ijiTiiu hki: 
r*«n:!iM«i ."'iwr-i; j^u.iii. n iir.ri«i»^ "«■ /i^. si/ <-*tol(j^ ^jir 

TTS«s -Vi'-^ s> iiuii»fi-;iif< :i2iii" ii.»r i.'*vi* vjiui niftf htir^ 

31 -n^f "s:wir i^.-uc-f if" rf-';*i li;iu>* ?"< T:Ji.' .-rv'-* /t ji. wis 
jpi* -'fseo*. - r "zia iiiiJin* uji: :'jH.-'h:vV'r n r'W ^^tiHi^ 

iir "iitfir 7-ni:iic. uii. ':ji;ir xrufiucJiJiii ,*»Aurt^!«f ir i^ 
joii ^"T-fii iln T-;(tri»£ ,*«tr* M «i.->. ,xv.K*iv(» wit ItMMi 

ieicr .ircxiLTT ' -"^'^^ ,-:kjj,1 i-urf-jV j:<>5 s»ttji^ \ $U!I|^ 

<c±ji flTL \ wi^Ti* r.iw v. ,-0;- ,-£ :h'rt*' \x\.vi v•^il,yi«^ v ;!||k^ 
iiiiT. Lzil. r.-.ii-z^ f'f -N •.•:■.• vi ,;-::v:. vl:\w: ^i.'x** Ji'sw NnM^^M 



jcc_: nrtj Tirr ■v's. T^t- ■••'■V 'i i:t' um-j. -tiTw^rxi: xvw*- 
■K.*^-ir- .'^'^ili* ZIr- "«*. - . .> :rr.;t'^l■^ ..:."!■:» i^ai^^w Tiwoi 
•JZa «^5lr*. vir^-Z. ".'^■•'i: ^.I" • -^^ u'^'i*- u» '•tus-u t-^ivciktv Hi* 

BIT TT^rSkiZ:! Er- '•-^•^^ 11'-' "."Ki. *^>' " *- ■iIS*»kiH=»»fc^ 
IT'Tl Tlr Tif^Ji.:^ ii3u "i-^Hl'.-.'-l * f/t-".." ♦^ trx- ^BR- 

fiiLzitr-1 n- -■•!..*. i-:u •• iU2i: :: - -k -«t..- s.fi-- n».- 1- *wwm> 

THt- i,^*,/ lir "IT"' ■*?»"" 1' rrr'=!le«^*' "f r:N«?i*:w tU' HlR- n*. 

*f»t i^—it^*^ ui 'inr*frTnH^ via-* dw. *%v.ir~w v i**it 

3i~s t' "21* ia~ vTfii ir^ tt-.v- — :r»T."i' *' :»*' n*n*» i th' laj* 
EBaf- rr Tit*-* ^nrvnu'^iai" v-uls a w. unc -»*»*'?» 'mrt«w*-#rTti: 

lifVr Hi? X'*.T '1 Ilrf CiI»."V^ Vlt*-.! -BV litW; S 'V*«V»'* ft.. I 

■r-* T«S^"l£i — :•-£ il nilUn-2sV Ti'/VS.' -i iTi- r— r.; '. li\' .»V»X '*H«^. 
TT - o-'^VT. 1*12. ■Hjl* It? ^? ■ .•i -V » L-n/'-.V TV- « i-*j», -.-nv 
Tli± sen. t:^i-: iis^Tv^sTi: II." ■'r^\f-r i .'■-■•'-« y':*x-'r\'CT, ik*>nn». 
Tuaiifci P' 1 .•■I'lJUL -rTaAL.T^ ■n■l^*'. «jn: x-i:i-'«'i-x- *^* • iom^S*- 
u" ▼•uT±r -v-ncm :t*-.-3-; Ti*r- t«>o ixi^.x: n rrxr -f>««n-^»< -urm 

f^-iTT rr«r ±1* sOTTfic:* .'t "ti!!* ?ifTr tm.: ^iiStsp^' riji^ *V«> 

* r'lf 7» »*.'•» -la.: "r;ai "re^'x ,* "«v'ir»^x{ «: ■?■*< «-!K*k!> iii*- 

imllusr t" "TLe ?i*f». loii L sitii-xi: vV -i:" ,'\*»a-x -i' !«r*ii.^ "iiw 
iiiir -vrm-a. x-vir^ ir -iinf •»i-f .•<' »\;-rM'' .t«^».-*.-c.. \ *^'«- « 



rtit Aire -'. ffTv ftar**: rr ?* «f r.unw»Tnns ma: — 'wi^ 
barrr Tr»c:iri»::rr >— t»: a: ;::-.a:T:»m;nT-s ":-.n! a- xnMr. *Br- 
liP^.TT':! niL i-uL.. xr:-' .----.r ::^: .v.; - : i r^^'rmnnr «c 
iiKTTv trai iTTv^ E.-L-?^ ^-^-.J* "•"** ? V^*i^~ ^t»i" th^m 
iiar-t: ibjie:- *." o:» siu".; . r.r? i'-::-^ ."■-.r.in.: irj^: i«p 

mi sxreei. nini- Ti ;. ."iiiM. va^t.. Uii^Tr v-.iui*-. ?*' t«c 
Tfiiiiiort* a: lUrzSrt cT'ftt.nrr:^ m. Liu wni^ j^ r4v ume.'^-^ 

r t "totL ma: tnt- iinfa ti-vic^^- tts*^ n. siu^i. ninUim.i(^ w 
tf daii^eL liif- he. ar.i uwr lin^r rhnTi>i >. .i^^nrvMh iw> 

T*ea: ii itt 'r^&z^tvraxec,. "ji. tu.^;. :i»rn mimnors i^^wwli» 
mri t gmaL njirre irii-»r. rrtmnoi'^r. via. AiitlnFw.'is i 
fujer-ptgrOL. OL ti»r nauks n: ijif v Hiir.. whvh. 
TeL OL Hit villi a: mit nmr. nr n)»*ii>> '. .'. i.S.i^iV-.iVlfj 
BDC rarwarc.. Trti niuri: riiiiritu^iu^f oi;cii: no: tr tie 
piaceL OL cairniazians surj. e> Uira^. 

ATjTQjjre. Sane anr. rir>vf»i. Chn. hpr^*-w>r. whvth w 
Fan .navei.. "wuerfiii. tin shirts aj^-Uio^ivrt. ihe ^wrrtHmt^ 
mz ssiaiics arf QesrTii»:*f. a> ciorii<»i: wi;h iicbons aiw: oil^ 
«?T ncL iiafsmiTure inr rt>uiiH»o.r. wiiirj. rTvanrrwi aw Iww 
CK unnndan: npoL Vo^i^'. >anj: ir. narTu-*ubiv'«, tHm iliw 
iaiand aione foiinuif^r. riif- rxTH^iinnr. wi;;): t<vrTy cm rcmm» 
JL "rugt randniai.. tbf la: iv. Uie 'iou»^ iw^iiu: frv^m tour lo 
fiix lucurf thick, aiir. & ri».rrAss prriiaror. to:- dT^ratm^ 
"veiciiiii£ Twc- bmidTipr. aiic ourhr^'-tr^'r ^vtumis. Thci«e 
fcDf- creumres siiowoc rnnon; niark^ oi al^Vvtion tor <(mIi 
oiner. •• Tbf v werr a: this rrnir ir. |mirs, and «;)h« 
one 'waS' siin: thf^ other iroiiir. haru: <^'<^r ii. aiM^. 4HHift^ 
fiionaLy hck t;. B|ipar(^Drrr hemnaniiu: it« tar^ : an4, if Mt 
iminediaTeh- killed, -vould srain-: xhvoc of tonr «hofr i 
er thas deaen iTf^ lalioij mmpanum.'" ** Thi» 
Bionare ccmdnrt.** rannniM^ Boorhrv, " il w ^mmIIm It 
Bsy. donbied our cb&xirr af f&uocejis. rhoi^ih 1 mm4 ^«tt^ 
itiU n vaf ohraiDer. m vicHuxicm of our i»oTtor fMiUn|s».*^ 
Thes^f aniiiiai> are sauT ro rake ro the wntor tT<*o|x-, wid 
nrm. from ow island To anort^or. Tl^f^ KoaMt d lUm 
Tren: ti»cik foiir. whifh rbrv >Ris)w**i to romin a)i^-<k; Nft 
tij<*T wf-re so irijd thai rh<»\ hroko rfjoir rfomicr Kmli^ 
aui iiiniried other sorions Wi^iinis. m^ thai i( hoeanw^ n0i> 
ce&sarT to pm an cod to ihoir surtrrin^ b^* kiDini: dwRHi 



jirocrf!». «J*L riif- i.ilii-^jic cax. 'hc'^e^^r. *r TKiiic 'md 

nek- DC -m-uTfc wic* .-iftsf-r^-fi it. f^x^rj iroiirT««r, Jinc mt 
Mine fp«* ibrartitiK' i:s: Tirrc«»-.iiTic iiti'in£ «ne nf ii» 
apfx rbbiiDf^. CF.p7fiiT. Sorhsj. ikc iuc i. Trwimcim m 
piifdiinc htf sihiT inrr nnf- fC tr?(^<>f- nr^pmn^is;. snmiiABp 

If rift£»p fcpim. iizi£ TJif- ^-wswis weTT axtt hftw^T una itn ' M 
<•£ cjttsf ix the Tiankfc ^«^, Tf^^ "ww rhf *«iic rtf ajwr 

X- iL vfciT :jjf T 'u.rci:v»r- r*r,- afcx's: it. ^ria^rmc li»r ^w- 

Tf- n>f- «riTni.-wfcri rhnw- m^w^ an.": r, -mrftS' c'^VtT ^tta aE 
tCtempss rt' ire: on*- nMie f».rr.*Kc rv »» tvc^^wudo ^Pi«id 

ChTRiiE I^nrbkr ?v:ti£ tv»" s«rw;fw\: ':?mi h^ >Mie ^^jwk 
tbe iTf & f tr rruL jt. rhf x-irijn:x- «-c Srnrs-j^rqjiriii. -nnwiliwe 

«• juaoeiiiT nia: riM^r m-«rsf «; »w^ r^^i^-^ to Mwiih 

I«crccbek :if-:Tj: nwLripsff T*^ r. rr. «t\iot ?*"* <>t9«-Ma«^ iiutm 

anicffic 37. 1 Cf^ A nei:: fvifii-*w^= h^r *>vftninWv. end 3iish<4 

TTnTTtflg** Tii€v^f* cc if* woT^e brtix-.Tu: *n5 ^^nhndin^ >iriA 

atrirrTij:. ft^jKZY-zirJT. Not « j»ii^: Kv^^ o^«)w^ ^ rt>iJH«iA 
onaskizinxc «scii & tkw>^ Thu: i: tnu^ win^ ;^ j ^i mu tt 

iiwr iircif ncfii ty ihe cviIijM>R of iJw io<» *tm ihf t < > 'j r ^ f»t<t 
a I'll* ii:*tL.~ 

til* Lriifr btrii w» ri> h? TittK*<*;i i:^ cvwiwrirhNTi xrSi thMt 
of ibfr £7BU irr coqc:::^!):. ani dMab«« vn^t r^l>[lO^^>^f 



lazrrcr ^-cnviuak 



?in:i ?:«*' • i: xii 



Zt— ia. i i'>rau II '.T: liWi^ him tit* rr-i«vr i im^ «s«|>^ 
■!*L. imtv2--'i. mil iiumit-.i e- iiiutjr 

V i Ji.-.v-r. ."'ir**r. t. "4. jSi* .-•«■. 

:>jr:e* '-umtr. Jiiisxii.im'i. •., ^ ,.,^„ ^^ v.^, 
^ arau iu* -J, ,.^ S:.«m:»v 

.iontrs Sui*-, . -rrx. - .- .. 

^TrmwT- luvEFtr-un. ."irnt^iLT . 
^rt^suuui 'Aitxn-r. ri>«muuui 
'<mp. .'nuK. r; '.jnuini: Xi.a.. 
Isi i»Uin>r SaexpT. .-lumifr-^-'Hitfi'.. 
JiiHOFnmix i jAum. .'ar-Maoir -s 
"itiiip. -^-numr * jLiUi. >juiuiut 

-2S Tiiai. UL juuri. 

L:isn27zi:c:i?cj» v'jijl'Jl Rii:t$t$^ tn-'c^i rr:Y""''"'^^^nrfL.tftliliftt 

•^cciSk or izx-apib::-7-. fami. Tudiied ^« «.K,v ^j^^hMndbJI Ihnv^ Wmi 

Tied ibr neurir cwi^ rtfor^ Wd4>^ bi^ i>lVmiMmi| ||Mt ^C 
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■nr to die Griper, botit Ikavinc seme«i <b \ 

£cii«L : ire ^naisciufasm. to :i:e vmer siti^ Ni^k. ] 

PaiEBer. OunLe Rctfs. B'j:sQcac : jai » abe I 

R4?iilL Skece. vol N«fieoc urr^srsw Cs 

toe Ro yai ArtiHe rr. joineti :2e expfifica^ » i 

•oi to bsT? cbir^e cc tbe i=&£r3ecical ochimim'mim »i> ' 

Bfti^ cc ±ie vovx£e. The riectt aal di 

ftSHstaoc KLTpfcc s=c X Terser : uoe Vinper ant i 

soFzeoD &=id & c jer^ Tbe sarrucve o£ ;au» ip y^f» I 

sGpo&ed. AX- c>? iz»n»s$ oc ^-ceoc^ sal cM^nfl 

tixj'^ aJL has owmc ±>e 5.vr X" ±e iiacawMnr af I 
uHLin oc'ec::. :he Nonhwesc i^Ksjaj??. - Ik di» iviri 
i: bft$ S*ea saxi. *- we i^i =o cisciay cc jirilSMipirtni 
n> anempc ro ieceiT^. or » tcrv^w «^£jc in ike CT^osiff 
the pcbEc : e» rQir▼^^jc:iJ scoc^es ro i^B$^:tt9C «3r < 
and zoake the Ipaonzit scare; ix> &£un« $ef ^ 
raaiMu : do ehan-^ines «nwn zJ Jm^Ms ; ■» i 
ieocanxs o( obfevss :be mere siacM ist" die 1 
OQ die eoaoary. a pbin scftweueoi cc taco i 
rencesw aoi ak ieiaii oc screctiac oc^erruwnK,. i 
unimpeacbabde aiMruracT. a:>i rev\x^ed ia ike < 
aod mcMX simple azki luad^Nted lasi^paujew^ 

Oa the 11th o( Mar oie $£U{]fe!^ Wti the mer>— iwi I 
*2f ih Of June wiere aboa; the middie ot tbe < 
IXtTs's Strait, proeeedizu: to the nw ihmiU 
ed^e of the ii:e« aoi b^rireea it and die wmi 
ot Greenland, and cm the od of Jo^ cwMeed 1 
Circle, having: on that dar passed at kMM iftr f 
larze dimei^iou : and oq the foQowii^: day a i 
tended chain of a krcer sue. as:ainst whMi a 
soatheiiy 5weD was Tioleath- aiiiated. **dadMtai( A* 
liX»e ice with tremendous torce« someliinw nani ii 
white spray over them to the heuEhl of miMre Amb flW 
hondred feet. and. beinc accompaiued widi a load wti^ 
exactly resemUine the roar of distant dnuKler«pNHMiii 
a scene at once sobhroe and fenidc.** Be twc^ m— »rf 
these icebercs and a detached floe, driftiag wtAi a SMiik* 
eriy currratr the Heck had nearly* as tl^ whritew uM 
it. been *- nipped.** riiat is to say J squ ee a Nl Aift. lift 
berg was about one hundred and foitv leel h|||lw mI 
acround in one hundred and twenty £MiioittS« to ihaft to 
whole height probabh- exceeded Vi^hl hiiadred Ibili 
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Oti che I«C crif Aozost c^ jiu(» «txcrr«d lyia ^ 
6i?a o£ die TOTTii:£e wriich wj;» co liececmiai^ ^b» 
cr failure of Ei«? e\peviiCLoc — di<u rm ' 
warer eaUed Sir Jazxies LAdcasci^r s Srani. Jka 
bcvese ODifi & crowd o£ sail srarri^ cbe fhTpw 
tfc«? wescwar»i. On :r» laommj: v.< tb? dL is ~ 
fn rr -ftin.y t wen? okea wtm :he Cieifp ««« 

tiie -irift btfkui: cocukd^^noiie oa accouofi oc ;be 
ly befieve» shafi :hie diepch o£ w»cer iai wc «SKiiii4 
or QiBe huoined f;ftchtfci». Tbie $*e« vtk «f«Hft I 
the OL ]z«e iTom i)ce aod liuBi. LaeuciNHuaK Pin^l 

tzte ctsc^rs md inea c'^iriu: cbe wbs-x^ aEbnwMft; 
TcacoDCvrtied ociwnrer. if Aay cocld btT*? b««n 

on. joch ii ocv-AJwcL wLXiId have b«^etl iza*AW^ )w ^_ 

neas wi^ wbiob the ▼»r.«."ti* n»jvrt* fi^jca cw invwl»MMft^Mi 
r-ctf^Ti^ti. all b?WTt;r h::bertL> ^vunbue %> vHW «ihI fl^l^ 
iaie bjpww"— F. 31. 

They were sooa n^tieTed trvm dn^ir UBum it^pMl^ 
mz oie suppoised coonniuty ot IsukL whwb hadWwiMh 
ed a toe nikxsc pervmpcory nuttOM' lo eximi Miw lift 
bocsom ot this magnincepg iidet m rthMk tb#T m«»«i^ 
izL£ : harizsj; resched cW lMu:imili^ iMf ^5-^ i;l^« 
shores hen^« the Dorth uid w«ic)k wx^iv $t9 
lea£ae« apait. wahoat the sb$fatiwc «ppeow i i£«V 
bed :o the westward ofihem. They iHidMViiiNMH 
to wfaac Parry has ealM Bann>w V Sln«i» yiniil ft 
wiuch. however, he had nanied a luxe Cf«M||t «■ tf» 
Borthem shore Orviker** lulei. ** beiogr ansMMt !» aitei?* 
iay^s a wmg:^:t$h chtic. " » il wmiU wen^ die ti l ii l iy 
portumty oc makiDf some compeasatkailiir ha til 'IW»' 
formed. a» with a touch oi HarWqum*^ wandL A» Wl^ | 
■tdceos. azid insuperahle ranee of DMMmakHt ivkhli aflih 
mer expedicioa had assiened to ooe Senetaiy dT A» JJ- 
miralxy. into a broad and munterrapied i 
the name of the other Seeiefanr*'* •• \l e i 
darter ouareeKe*." say* Pany/** thai we ] 
tered dM Polar Sea, and some of dw 




GS AlCTIC TOTAGGS. 

It mis die 1 ?Tb of Aiurus: Kofon* tfcey npihi rmt^wid 
the Diirrhem >hv»re of Baim^tr's Stra::, a:>vi round the ic* 
sTiil lemainixi*: arou:^ Leoixv-:*< U^i'-xi*. yo: in< in\{«jBSsft« 
bJe : bu: ou iha: and t:ie followinj liar ihe wiMcher ww 
thick, and much snow 1.3u3 tallen. Ther now. on die 
*2:>:. had the satistacnon of lindine noihir.*: n> inn^rnqfA 
their progress to the wesrirani. The #ea w«* enrixvir 
free from ice. and " so fvrf«>ct!r dear, that it w** ak 
mo?: impitssible to beUero it tv» ti the saiine |mn *« riie 
sea which, bur a day or two K*fore. had been cx^mpSeie^ 
ly covered with iftv* to t!ie utiix^s; ext^Mii of our new." 
Oa the oTening of tlie OOd. after ivissmt: «**"WTal hays 
aad headlands on the iwrtheni siiore, they c«me be>im^ 
the nKkuih <»f a channel of nx>re than eurht leapw^ ia 
width. kH>Wm£: up which, on a beautiful clew ere«MijE<. 
neither la:>i nor ice could be ^en troni the nvusi Ke«ftd« 
" To this noble channel." says Parry, " I w-e the mine 
of Welliuiiton, after his grace, the niaster-cenend of ibe 
ordiaace." 

•• The arrlxTil off th:* sTran^i openiWiT wa* an cvt^nt iv x^-hick 
we ha*i loiic Ixvn '.iv^kujj; \v::h m.ivii ar.v:o:y a:xi imni^ 
teace : lor ire CiT.:i:iu:^k- of 2aihi lo iV.e wor:V.\\-anl ha»i 'aJ> 
w;ay* been a i<^:;rce o: r.v.eAS'.nos* ti^ us. pr.nc^willy fr\Mm Ae 
posKbii::y Aat ;: ir.UhT take a r.irn u^ the AHithV^nni. awl 
naiie wi*h the ««5i of Amerscs. Tiie apwarance *i» ito 
broad openiniT. tree rn.^m i<.v. an«i i>f the UihI «mi eiach sioe <4 
it. more especially that lUi the west, leavini: «^Tcelv a aiwM 
on ovu minds of tiie latter Ivini; an islaitd reliewsl u* 6v«b 
all anxieiy on that ^»re: ainl evei^- oih^ h^lt tliat >kv ^vfe 
niw tioaUy ui^entancW £rv«m the tjuhl which lornvf^ the w-ert^ 
em side oi* Baffin's j^y : jskI that, in fiiot. we had acmalh* 
enu^fvJ the Tolar St^al Kully impres«\l with this Mea.^ 
Tentnred u^ distinpii;^ the nia;;v.ifi«x'nt opening, Yhnni^ 
which our passa^ had be^.*n etRx'itxl fwm HatKnV Bay 1^ 
Wellmctiin Channel, by the n»me of Ban\^w's Sumiu aA»» 
my friend Mr. Barvx^w. M'creiary i4 the .Vdmiralt\\ b(%ih aaa 
private testimony oi my t*siet*ni Av thai i^Mitk^man ami «» a 
pablic ackDowUsiiniK^nt due t%> him t^w his ;cal atni exKitMi 
in the promotion ot northern dis*>»vorf ." — l*. ,M. .V^. 

He then pays the couipliment of aasijzuinie tt^ riN^ 
capes, inlets, and gixnips of islamls tlie iwmes of lioduuiw 
Barlow, and Coniwallis : and j!W« on to say : 

** Thoofh two thinls of the momh of August had ihiw«k|» 
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eter ; traces of reindeer and musk-oxen were seen in 
many situations ; the ravines were covered widi luxu- 
riant moss and other vegetation, the character of which 
differed very little from that at the bottom of Possession 
Bay. The basis of the island consisted chiefly of sand- 
stone, besides which were some rich granite and red 
feldspar. The latitude of the place of oltservalion was 
75° 09' 23", and the longitude 103° 44' 37" ; the dip of 
the magnetic needle 88° 25' 58" ; and the variation was 
now found to have changed from 128° 58' W.^ in the 
longitude of 91° 48' (where the last observations on 
shore had been made), to 165° 50' 09" £., at tfaeir 
present station; **so that we had," says Parry, "in 
sailing over the space included between those two me* 
ridians, crossed immediately to the northward o£ the 
Magnetic Pole, and had undoubtedly passed over one of 
those spots upon the globe where the needle would have 
been found to vary 180°, or, in other words, where tibe 
North Pole would have pointed to the south." In point 
of fact, though from the weakness and sluggish perrarm- 
ance of the needles observations that required great 
nicety could not be depended on, yet Parry thinks that 
one of those spots he alludes to would at that time have 
been somewhere not far from the meridian of 100° W. 
of Greenwich. The " spot alluded to" was, of conrse, 
the Magnetic Pole, discovered eleven years afrer this by 
Commander James Ross, and which is only about two 
or three degrees "from the meridian of 100*^ W. of 
Greenwich." 

" It would undoubtedly have been extremely inteiesdxig 
to obtain such an observation, and in any other than the veiy 
precarious navigation in which we were now engaged, I 
should have felt it my duty to devote a certain time to this 
particular purpose ; but, under present circumstances, it was 
impossible for me to regret the cause which alone had pre- 
vented it, especially as the importance to science of this ob- 
servation was not sufficient to compensate the delay which 
the search after such a spot would necessarily have occasioned, 
and which could hardly be justified at a moment when we 
were making, and for two or three days continued to make, 
a rapid and unobstructed progress toward the acoomidiidi- 
ment of our principal object." — P. 62. 

It may now be said it was well he did not, as the spot. 
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since cBseovered hj Co m maBder Rom, mm dMB, a» il 
probably stifl is, vnapipromchMe hf sndi Aipt ■• An* 
of Pany. 

On the 1st of September Fmrry inserti id bio 
tive a table showii^ a daily afaetraet of die 
meteorological joomab, consistni^ of eoiniiiBi i 
the temperature of the air and tiw aea, fCale of 1 
barometer, prevaifing winds, and prevaiing weadber; 
and in tiiis form a tabular series is repeated on Ae inK 
of every month. From the one in qnestmi. It i 
that the mean temperatm^ in An^not was. In die i 
33"^ 67' ; on sea water, 31"^ 93r, It would be de 
that such a fwm should be k^it and made miperalwo^ 
at all times and in aD places, on board every Mp of ww^ 
The expedition coDtnnied its eonrse westerly, amamg 
patches of ice and m a foggy atiuo s p i ieic, giviBg BflBflS 
to smaO islands, b^rs, and headlands as tfa^ocevmi; 
and on the 4th of oepCendber, Pairy observes : 

" We had the atis&ctiaarof crasBns the BeridiBa cf IMP 
W. from Greenwich, in the latftode of 74° 44' 20", by whieb 
his maiesty's ships oader my orders became entitlod to Ao 
sum of frre dioiuaad pounds, bexi^ ibe rewsrd offered by 
the king's order in. Coimeil, gromaed oa a late act of Par* 



hameat, to soch of Ids wa^eetf** safagects as mambU 
penetrating tfaos hr to the westward witfaoa ue Aictie Cir* 
de."— P. 72. 

To the bluff head, where die ob se rvation was made, 
the men gave the name of Bomnty Cape^ a very appro- 
priate name, after die gaHant commander had annoonred 
to them officialiy that dieir exertions had so for been 
crowned with success as to entide diem to dus reward. 

On the 5th of September, after having worked their 
way along the southern coast of die largest iriand of die 
group they had recently passed, the boaU landed, for 
the second time, in a hij winch, for its soundingB and 
shelter, appeared the most safe and convenient diat had 
occurred to anchor in ; and, accordingly, the Bay of the 
Hecla and GripeXy so named by Parry, became the first 
spot where the expedition had dropped anchor since 
leaving the coast of Norfolk. Considering the advanced 
period of die year, it occurred to the commander that 
this place appeared to maik, in a very decided maBner, 
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the completioii of one stage of their Toyage. ** Tbo on 
signs aiid pendants were hoisted, and it created in a 
no ordinar}' feelings of pleasure to see the British flag 
waving, for the first time, in those regions which had 
hitherto been considered beyond the limits of the habi* 
taUe world/' Parry gave to this ku^ island the name 
of MdvUle^ being that of the First Lord of the Adoil- 
rakv. 

Parry determined, however, to extend their opera- 
tions for prosecuting discoTery in these regions, thongli 
it became necessary to secure the ships every night fiiun 
ten tin two o'clock, when it was too dark to keep under 
way, more especially as no trust whatever ooukl be 
placed in the compasses. But his hopes were damped 
when, from the crow*s nest, he perceived a compact 
body of ice extending completely in to the shore, near 
the point which formed the western extreme of the id- 
and ; the ship ran, however, sufficiently dose to be as- 
sured that no passage to the westward could then be 
effected, the floes being literally upon the beach» aid 
not a drop of clear water visible beyond them. Tha 
shore was covered nearly with large masses of ke 
aground in four or five fathoms o£ water, of which they 
would have drawn at least ten if set afloat ; these noasses 
the people were in the habit of calling bergs^ but they 
were very different to those met with in Baflln^s Bay, 
none of which kind were seen to the westward of Bar- 
row's Strait. The length of the night, when darkness 
prevailed in seas such as this, was little suited for pros- 
ecuting discoveries ; yet as September is considered the 
most valuable month in the year, on account of the aoa 
being then more free from ice than at any other tiUMs 
Pany states his strong conviction that the ultimate ac- 
complishment of the object must depend, in a greal 
measure, on the farther progress to be made this sea- 
son, and therefore he determined to extend their openr 
tions to the latest possible period. 

He soon, however, perceived that the season was at 
an end. On the 9th of September the floes of ice wera 
observed to be sensibly approaching the shore, and mat- 
ters grew worse till the 12th, when the ships were ac- 
tuaUy beset and in a perilous situation. There was no 
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possibiUty of moving them ; a party, therefore, wi 

on shore to collect coal, which had been discovered not 

far off. 

Another party, consisting of Mr. Fife, Greenland mate, 
and six men of the Griper, having been sent on shore, a 
heavy snow-storm came on, in which they lost their 
way ; not appearing when night approached, other par- 
ties were sent out in search of them — no less than four ; 
and it was not till three cold days and more severe 
nights had passed away that they all got on board, most 
of them exhausted by cold and fatigue, and severely 
frost-bitten in their toes and fingers. A tempestuous 
night of six or seven hours of darkness, accompanied 
with stormy weather, without any shelter on the shore, 
made it expedient for them to endeavor to retrace their 
steps to the eastward. Other parties were sent out, 
and, several days were passed in great anxiety before 
the whole of them returned. 

• About this time, the 14th of September, the change ' 
in the temperature was a very striking one, the mercury 
having descended as low as to 9° ; and from this day the 
commencement of winter might fairly be dated. The 
18th was a day of severe trial for the ships. Endeavor- 
ing to return along the land, the bay ice had become so 
thwkened that, with the pressure of. the floes without, 
the slups were arrested in their progress, and unable to 
move a single foot ahead, and there was but too much 
reason to apprehend that they would be driven on shore, 
or forced by the floes against the heavy ice on the beach. 
Prom this time till the 20th of the month the perilous 
situation of the ships is minutely described, when on 
that day a large floe forced the Griper on shore, where 
she lay aground on the beach. At this time Lieuten- 
ant Liddon, who had recently recovered from a rheu- 
matic complaint, caused by the harassing circumstances 
of the last fortnight and the increased cold, which re- 
duced the mercury down to 15°, was brought to a very 
debilitated state. Parry, therefore, proposed to him to 
allow himself to be removed to the Hecla till the Griper 
was again afloat. To this proposal he would by no 
means listen, saying he should be the last man, instead 
of the first, to leave the Griper ; and resolute in his 
G 
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purpose, fike a true British nilor, he remained seated 
a^unst the lee-side of the deck, giving the necoiaij 
orders. 

The time urns now more than arrived when die ahips, 
if possible, should be got into winter qaarters. A har- 
bor being ]ntched upon, and, on the 24tfa, the Griper 
having got afloat and joined, the two ships were secured 
in the proper position for commencing operations. A 
sailor is never at a loss for contriving and execating the 
means of overcoming such difficulties as few hmduiieB 
would venture to encounter. On the present occasion 
they cut a canal through the solid ice of the avenge 
thickness of seven inches, and completed it in three 
days, the whole length of which is stated to hacve been 
four thousand and eighty -two yards, or two miles and 
one third neariy . In the afternoon of the 26th the ships 
were hauled into dieir winter quarters, with three load 
and hearty cheers from both ships* companies. 

" Having now reached the station where, in all probabili- 
ty, we were destined to remain for at least eight or imie 
months, dming three of which we were not to see the fiMS 
of the son, my attention was immediately and imperioodf 



caUed to various and important dntiea, maiw of them of a 
■ingnlar nature, such as had for the first time devolved on aiw 
officer in his majesty^s navy, and might, indeed, be oonBO- 
ered oi rare occurrence in the whole history of navigatioB. 
The security of the ships and the preservation of the various 
stores were objects of immediate concern. A regular system 
to be adopted for the maintenance of good order and dieaudli- 
ness, as most conducive to the health of the crevrs, daring 
the long, dark, and dreary winter, equally demanded my at- 
tention." — P. 101. 

The housing over the ships was one of the first eoB- 
siderations, being calculated to contribute to the eomferC 
of the officers and men, as well as to the presenmlioD of 
that extraordinary degree of health which had hitlieita 
been enjoyed in both ships. Warmth and diynesa of 
the berdis and bed-places were the next important mat- 
ters to be secured, the thermometer having now falea 
below zero. An iron box, or air-vessel, with three 
tubes of two inches diameter communicating from be- 
low with the external air, and uniting above with a met- 
al box, was so contrived as to convey the heated air to 
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amodflaste fire, prudmed a cuiigul of air i 

atnre cf 67° at the dkSam of i 
fire-piuB. Thei 
to be mgotated, j 
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) it j w liliil i fi £veTr atii,iaiiiii iiai> aai0 w ftrnt m^ 
J of ^Md, to Ibf artttic of vraiwr rt ftiiiii r avc? to tha 
XHture uTlfae pw > vjwui> ant iittie iimn iB» K^ a^ <t«iMM^ 
ted. In Bfaart tiip aiwf- aaC txrvf n' fuanu^ a. wti««it4ft' 
€R7 azticle of dbcnv' sufrs^ aiiauuv' u* 
to 'die men. and ^wsai^ yvArumm m ifitalft^' 
ipwirtjly, aad.at'tiRr i 
ed, gaw otiifBefifii! to il^ Bofct ! 
fidlf aware of Ibe auuu— n tifipfV' war to w maw. a aai^- 
ply ior He 'winto;. aac \m itmr 14>i w f aij. in<Mwa.. 12«1 
Pany^ infli li^ fcfdac aac jmOgnti^sttiL avc r ihwi ^ 
added, "wifli a kamfrkti^ aT ttmum imutn n itf%t9r to 
any apptaa^ to But i mwa g' v o u wywaa ti a o y. 
1 m iBBamxv- admaaari «ianiad«c iaf 



' ^'trma* 100. wut^'ffty , fluer «r viwr 
^aFBreamr^liDBd ix^ auL vriU >-v>!t;< prtjmyw ^ i&r uuaUau^ 
aaee %k a wji* Jaise iwrtiw. V to*- >«ir i w4»^ U4mm4#u» «I 
fiadaipaHK mm hii ii' iwr to^ am. oitrutr tui^ jm*!' «fit> to^ 
<HnBi iHtanaL J praaiww. to*;r«iui». u- to* «flM>w to ||ia 
17 a ffar aaBMMMuUy ol iMinn. to^ ki/kfut.. m: to*- tmitdmtt 
means w jiiniii 1 inj_ aiuoii^- uir cp>rwr ton* CMMMifiaaiar aad 
cnnd iDnaar -wJaisL anc tiilu^rru wiMuMt^ Jj toi^|<^»|^wa) 
I wn» mdih- «tnxw(i«L in to^ afitiMfn <if Uiti. 4lLu|«^ 4im1 

ages, aar finit iKrifcfnuButx-' with lu«9c kr* to^ ^j of' Ni» v wp ■ 
Der.to'ftr ^trec. d^ii^ «<! to^- Muyr <wijif|««ii«i-. in t ib u n f 
h I sikdiy tMic b fttTL im-«H1. <««iHMfiHrM<r toat an 

: ton: cinujL cuuirium^ \l> 11 v^j^ ifi»i tufc Mai»i*i «i^ 
1 part uf iu> uuty. uiiu«r ti^e ptTUiJu^ caviiiijaKJiUHr iii 

^In order sQlTittTlXi^T u- pruiuui/t ^mx. uoiuor muuiif* itU£' 
■BTvefe. fifc "viwL ar u iumiML amuMix*: uc^cuptttiai.. ouriuf: the 
of eoucmn: dac&Ke*. w<: vet ui. l(/u: ^ weekly uew«fMir 
di wafc to Ikt tadled tbe Htfrth iitorgia iSliats^te m4 
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to be dike cciinlur. ouler tbe pnouie ilsfti it m«s to W ; 

ptaetani W <«ri£nBaI coasrlboti-ocitf ifewoi itSne od&«£« id (dbe B«n» 

asuimc a ^p>eT€£ diicf kfaki beEsnf senerftlllNr a g Ag ragil to n 
diqpff cf ^TMr. I «:&$ ttw wi^ acvrutaiinieil wisb tke (inrnvflaagi, 
a» weSI! «» tbe esceileat «£s<iw«i»aa «f mr oAkwk to an«e^ 
htnA. aotr vapfierMugt c«BMf» q M c ej= tnama a iB«a»Hre «c Au 
□uaead «c' wtiocb I can siiielv iav tint tbe vnwMr « 



tn&raQMaif kai tbe bafv^ etSeict otf'eiBi^^ 

ct tkiue vbo ftmniMtonl. tbem. aai «df <fiATerQa£ tib^ ■nni ]b«to 

due fliiMitoiV |ieTik§|wicil wbiicb iKvuLi fiaovtimM <&linaie stoelir 
on liue iOMzCieta bears." — P. l^. loTC. 

Xodiia^ more w«$ wantiiic than such deviciKasdHftML 
vesMiteiii to ia a moofteDt ot pecubu- and eUtnonffiaMT 
Atf&rolET. Co escafalssh the character oi Panjr Amt nai^ 
told lapfiT expedseois^ accoonpaiued bT a iiamtot jpaAe- 
■leat. whiich dhus kept ainre the acchie po>itvr& at** olto 
wood, affld pre-reoced it £raiii £iJb^ mto a bdbai «« im^ 
tmrjr aial ]&i8fesawis&. and iraak ^Jtmz uitu» this v«nt 
ofalciOffi&iQas^asea&eoiriiiortadtiarpor. HttpftaamiK, 
as> k cooJki iwt m>^ be ocbemise, compleCelT MKiMtadfidL 

BesB&es hat eJitorshipL CapGam Sahuie had 
«f enof&yra^tm ^ a vtny ddficolt and 
IdBBd. the-'rvisiiiss of wbicli are fhren in detail ia the A|p- 
pnadflx. iHKler the bead mi .Vtr^^nffK* l>^nruuM<.. u- 
pamttnB ^ «a the P/WWtfJK. and in the detsimpiMa «!" 
cAyects of Xaionl Hkfionr. Ut^ drst atteoBMia. on ih* 
anrral of the shifs in their winter quartets, wk^ 
a ciectio n oif a proper place fior the obwrcatiHnr. 
vm» eiecciHl on a convetuent spot for conmranitatiQn walk 
the ships, and aim wdth a house boik on the hfnch tbr 
the FMeptiacB of the cftodU and other instromenls. TVa 
walk of th» were of «&ab&e pkmk. with bmhs beCwiMnu 
so thae a hi^ tempemsiue omiU be kept up in it widi- 
ont iTiRi niij far a sia^ jtumre. 

Hnnfiine partBK ocmMafiiiinli went ool ai 
§ew redndeer: bat a nwmion of theise 
place krtjdve the cAwe of CVftoeer. Iravine 
cnir W(i)£r«» amii£ foxe:$ So keep the purtr cvMnpnaT 
the hax£ w^Biier ■MMBChs- Even the Po&ar hare« :»» 
aaca m the Aivi&ic m^Mo& never once showil ik$etf 
«B M^fivile hhmd la dae dimrse of the wvifiMw Tki 
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too sure to produce. The total privation of game of uj 
kind afforded few excursions for the source of ezerdie 
and amusement which hunting is known to confer. Par- 
ties, however, had occasionally been sent out shardv af* 
ter the taking up of their winter quarters. One of theae 
did not return on board before sunset, as strictly orderedi 
and the consequence is stated to have been as follows : 

''John PearBon, a marine belonging to the Griper, who 
was the last that returned on board, had his hands aevevily 
frost-bitten, having imprudently gone away without mitteiUy 
and with a musket in his hand. A party of our people moit 
providentially found him, although me night was very daik, 
just as he had fallen dowTi a bank of snow, and was begin- 
ning to feel that degree of torpor and drowsiness which, if 
indulged, inevitably proves fatal. When he was brooght on 
board his fingers were quite stiff, and bent into the shape of 
that part of the musket which he had been canrying ; and tie 
frost had so hr destroyed the animation in his fingerft on one 
hand that it was necessary to ampitate three of them a ihart 
time after, notwithstanding all the care and attention pud to 
him by the medical gentlemen. The effect which exposore 
to severe fix)st has in benumbing the mental as well aa iha 
corporeal faculties was very striking in this man, as well ■■ 
in two of the young gentlemen, who retamcd after daxk, and 
of whom we were anxious to make inquiries respectinff Pear* 
son. When I sent for them into my cabin they looked wild, 
spoke thick and indistinctly, and it was impossible to draw 
from them a rational answer to any of our questions. After 
being on board for a short time the mental faculties anpeared 
gradually to return with the returning circulation ; and it waa 
not tiU then that a looker-on could easily persuade himself 
that they had not been drinking too freely." — P. 108. 

This was fully sufficient for the attentive and kind- 
hearted commander to adopt effective measures againat 
a recurrence of so painful a result. So early as the 29di 
of October the thermometer was down to 24° below zerm 
It was now distressing to touch any metallic substance 
with the naked hand in the open air; it produced a feeling 
of intense heat, and took off the skin. If the eyepiece 
of a telescope touched the face, it occasioned an intenae 
burning pain ; the remedy was to cover them and otlifir 
instruments with soft leather. The officers, notwitfa- 
Btanding, indulged themselves in walking for an honr or 
two in the middle of the day, in the depth of 
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'DrcnrasHiA aarane nost iwccaiurilr be« it caall w^ 
tnrwcrer.lie ssid to be wltothr -vrantinff in interest^ rnffi i Mj 
'vrfoett associated in ^te mind with the pecnliantT of o«r «!> 
natiotu die object which had bnwfht os hither, and ^be bafvi 
whkh the lea^ sansmne amovig ik sometimes rntrriaiard rf 
cpendins a part vi oar next winter in the mote eeaiai diaait 
of the South-Sea lalands^ PexfaaK too. dioa^ laMW of « 
then Tentored to cooJliess it. oar mooshts would sonetoBBa 
involantarih' wander hocneward. and tnstitate a cuaqpounMB 
between the nif ^ed &ce of natore in du» deisofaifie rvfM 
and the iiTelier aspect of die happy land whkh we had kft 
behind os."— P. 1^4, 125. 



Xotfaini: could be mor^ judicioas than die ; 
ment» made for die empkyrment of die men ettdi ^j 
in die week ; and on Sundays dirine serrice wns iwitt- 
riably performed, and a sermon read, pn bonrdbodisiiipK. 
*' The attention,** says Parry. '* paid by die men to th» 
observance of dieir religiotts duties was sodi as to ie> 
fled upon diem die highest credit, and it tended in na 
smaU defiree to die preservation of diat regulartty anl 
good conduct for fdiich, with very few excepCMMB. diey 
were inTariably distinguished.** The minor ami^e- 
ments made by Parry to find employment, and to xvtf 
the occupations of bodi men and officers, during the 
long, unbroken night of three months, appear to faaie 
been very judicious. The tbrmer, after attending dro- 
ions morning and eTeniog, cleared up the decks, attend- 
ed the officers round the ships, examined their berdit 
- and bed-]daces, and in the erening went to their supper* 
iviiile die officers took their tea. After this the men 
were permitted to amuse themsebres as they pleased* 
and games of various kinds, as well as dancing and sin^ 
ing. occasioimlh' vrent on upon the lower deck till nuw 
oVlock. when diey retired to rest, and their lights wwro 
extingukhed. ** It is scarcely necessary to a^** Pany 
observes^ •"' that die evening occupation^ of the officen 
were of a mare rational kind than those which engiiBed 
the attention of die meiK Of the former, reading and 
writiiig vrere the principal employments, to whidi were 
occasionally added a game of chess, or a tune on die 
flute or vioKn, till half past ten, about which time we al 
retired to rest.** 
On Christmas-day^ wbich had now arrrred, die weidh> 
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tiieir anti-scorbatics for his recoreiy. consistiing of prp- 
seired Te^retable soups, lemon-juice and sufu*, picUct. 
preserved currants and gooseberries, and spruce beer. 
He also raised in his ciJbin a quantitr off nniataid vad 
cress, of which, even in the severity of the winter, he 
could generaOv ensure a cn^ at the end of the sixth or 
seven£ day. So effectual were these lemediet in 
ScaDon's case, that, on the ninth evening from the aOack, 
he was able to walk about on the lower deck, and ** he 
assured me,*' says Parry, -* that he could then mn a 
race." 

Thursday, the 3d of February, was a day not to be 
foi^tten. ' At twenty minutes before apparent noon the 
sun was seen firom the Hecla's main>top (at the ~ 
of nfty-one feet above the sea), being the first time 1 
this luminary had been visible to them since the 11th of 
November — a period, as already said, of eighty-foordaya, 
that is. twelve days less than the time of its ten 
actually beneath the horizon, independendy of the 
fects of atmospherical refraction. Throughout Fefam- 
ary. however, the intensity of the cold, instead of beii^ 
somewhat mitigated by the rays of the sun. feeble u 
they were, was increased. On the *24th a fire brake 
out in the shore-house, and, in the exertions to save the 
valuable instruments, not fewer than sixteen men incur- 
red frost-bites, the thermometer during the day bung 
from — 13- to — 14-. 

** Among these there were fcor or ^Te cases whic^ ^>^ 
tibe patientB confined for several vreek» : bat John Smidi. of 
the ardlleiy. who was Captain Sabine's servant, and whoi, to> 
aether with Sergeant Martin, happened to be in die hooae at 
the time the fiie broke out. were unfortonate enoossh to atf- 
fer much more severely. In their anxiety to save'the dip- 
ping-needle, which was standing close to' the stove, Ukd of 
which they knew the value, they immediately ran oat widi 
it : and Smith, not having time to pat on his gloves, had his 
fingers in half an honr so benumbied. and the ammatkai ao 
completely so^pended. that, on his being taken on board br 
Mr. Edwards, and having his hands plunged into a baan ci^ 
cold water, the forfrce oi the water was immodiatelv fioBeii 
by ihe intense cold thus suddenly communicated to It: and, 
norwitimanding the most humane and unremittiug atteati<wi 
paid to him by the medical gentlemen, it was found i 
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the dishlest symptoms cf d»iniu: had jnrt >ffn w t i i 
aod dsi; in ifaiee weeks frran diis period The $un w<mbU 
ainin bepn to dec&oe n> the 5<»uthwwrxi, ii musT Ke con- 
fessed tlHit the most sancmne and enthttSAsiic aswii^ w 
had some rea^vn n> he sta^^red in the expedation tli^r 
had formed of the complete accompKshmeiif of oar ei- 
terprise.'' 

It may here be remarked that the whole of die nan- 
^[alioD hitherto performed had been frvMoa the Isr rf 
Au^riast. when Lancaster Sound was entered, to die ^^Sk 
of September, when the ships were anchored on diii 
coast of MehiBe Isknd. Lieutenant Pany has else- 
where obserred that the month of September is one of 
the most favorable for naTigaXiMi aiiKHOig masses of k«« 
but the shores of MehiBe Island, at least, appear to Ka 
an excep^-m — to be, in tact, the recipients of the |!reat- 
est part of the ice drrren to the eastward by the wesC- 
eihr winds about that parafleL this island being die oitt- 
ermost of the Georpan chain, and considered by Pinj 
as by &r the worst he ever met with, 

PreTious, however, to their departure from dib 
dreary. dismaL and detestable abode. Parry detenmiied 
to make a journey across MehiDe Island to the iKKth* 
ward, and to return by a different nc»ute. He w«s at* 
companied by Capiain^Sabine. Messrs. Fisher^ Xiask and 
RekL a ser|:e«nt of marines, and a servant of artiDeiT, 
toother with three seamen and two marioess nlaUl^s• 
in the whole, a party of twelre. They took with them 
tents. proTtsions, and a cooking apparatus. It was feoad 
that those parts of the island which were clear of simw 
produced the dwarf willow. sorreU and poppT« and that 
the moss was rery luxuriant. On the second day dwy 
aw a pair of ducks (Amos spic:Mlis)^ and kiDed' seiwa 
ptarmijg:an : sorrel and saximips were abundant. Tliey 
lound {Heces of coal embedded in sandstone : passed a 
Teiy extenare^ dreary, and uninterestii^: level pUn 
corered with snow : and this kind oi gncmud« widi oct*- 
siooal raiines and fc^^ weather, c«H)tinued for thrM 
days, during which they saw not a livinc animak exce^ 
one or two docks of geese {Amas hcrHicla). 

Parry, being dcksirwis of obtaining a view of the SM 
on the noidieni shore, took with him the two nudbhip- 
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Toward the end of June the ice oegan to more in dn 
offing, with a loud, grinding noise, and on the 5th of Jo- 
It the thenuometer rose from 50^ to 5*2^, and on the two 
foUowing days to 55^. The ice in the harbor abo be- 
gan to dissoVe, and was there covered with poob of 
water. On the 17th the temperature rose to 60®, the 
highest point it ever reached at Melville Island. Oa 
the 24th every thing was complete for proceeding to sea; 
** the sails were bent in readiness for starting at a mo- 
ment's notice, though it must be confessed that the mo- 
tive for doing so was to make some show of moving, rath- 
er than any expectation I dared to entertain of soon es- 
caping from our long and tedious confinement ; for it was 
impossible to conceal from the men the painful &ct, dial 
in eight or nine weeks from this pericKi the navigable 
season must unavoidably come to a conclusion.** Anoth- 
er pointful fact was, that, before the expiration of July, 
the approach of winter announced itsetf in the diminu- 
tion of temperature, which seldom reached 40^ by day, 
and also by the falls of sleet and snow, as wefl as by tibe 
pools of water frozen over in the night. 

On the last day of July the whole body of the ice in 
the harbor was perceived to be slowly movuig out, break- 
ing away for the first time at the points which form the 
entrance of the harbor. 

The latitude and longitude of Winter Harbor is dins 
stated: 

Latitude by 39 meridian altitudes . 74-^ 47' ly ^. 
Longitude by 69*i sets of obserx-ations, 

consistiiig of 636^! lunar distances . 110^ 48* 29" FT. 
Dip of magnetic needle . . 88"^ 43^ 

Variation 1»>7-' 47' 50" ^• 

On the Ist of August, the day on which Lancaster 
Sound had been entered, the two ships stood out of 
Winter Harbor, after having passed ten whole months 
and a part of September and August in that dreary pisce 
of imprisonment. They stood along the shore fk Mel- 
Tille Island to the westward, occasionally running in near 
to the beach to avoid the masses of ice in motion; in 
one place, the Hecb being within twenty yards of the 
beacb. a point of land, which ^vas lined all round widi 
large hommocs of ice, rendered it a most dangerous sit- 
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disappoiDtmeDts, aod delays, accompanied by such a i 
staut state of dauger to the ships, felt it dow to be do 
longer Justin able to persevere iu a fruitiess attempt to get 
to the westward. 

On consulting the officers of both ships, they agreed 
with him that any farther attempt to {Mviceed to the 
westward in that parallel would be altogether fruidess ; 
they also agreed in the plan he proposed of nmning back 
to the eastward along the edge of the ice. to look oat fiir 
any opening that might lead them to the American eon- 
tinent^ and. failing to find any such, to retum to England. 
On the *26th of August, therefore, they turned the ships* 
heads to the eastward, and on the morning of the 27t]i 
had passed the eastern end of Melville Island, in an open 
channel not less than ten miles wide. aD hands heaitily 
rejoicing to take leave forever of this island. We aro 
told, however, in a note, that the island, during their 
stay of nearly twelve months, had afforded them the fol- 
lowing quantity of game : three musk-oxen, twenty-foor 
deer, sixty-eight hares, fifty-three geese, fifty-nine docks, 
and one hundred and fortA'-four ptarmigans, amonntiBg 
in weight to three thousand seven hundred and sixty- 
six pounds of meat : that is to say, it afiforded to each of 
ninety-four men three pounds and a half of meat per 
mouth .' the produce of an island which is stated to ex- 
ceed five thousand square miles. 

On the 31st of August they repassed Lancaster Sound, 
and on the 1st of September bore up aixi ran along the 
land, taking their departure from the tlag-stafif in Pos- 
session Bay, on the southeastern point of the said sound. 
As the whole of this coast was run down in Idld, and 
partially examined, it is not necessary- to follow the pres- 
ent expedition iu any remarks upon it; but before the 
ground be quitted on which no less than twelve mondis 
were passed, from September, 1819, to August, 1820^ 
the temperature of the air in the shade may he noticed : 

Maximum CO-, Miuimum 50-. Bansc 110^. 

The mean of the twelve mombs -4-1^-33. 

The lowest temperature registered on the ice was —55° ; 
it did not rise above 54- fur seventeen hours on the 14th and 
15th of February-, 18-20. 

On the whole of this eastern coast of Baffin's and Da* 
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▼i»'s Strait they called only at oue place, f Jlyd«'« liiv«f, 
in latitade 70° 22'. Here they received vi«it» I'ruiu ^ 
tribe of Esquimaux, whcwe appeamuce aiid vuudutii 
pleased them all very much — lively, leuud uatured. ai«d 
cheerful, with a great incliuatiuu to jump ttiitiul wlttHt 
piuch pleased, ^' reuderiug it,'' uuyh rutry, " a poiMiiiy 
of no trifliug nature fur them te att utiJl tor hair au Imait 
togedier.^ They were decently clathMi. ttmU- and |i& 
PBAI0, and their children equally iki. iij well'd»«M<^ iM«d 
aendy-aewn seal skius. "J h^y wi^r*;, iu Imci . ii j all i«i 
apeeta, infinitely Hoperidr to iUmnn Ansitr lit^itiMutUnte, 
^ho polled or rubl>ed DOHets an u nalutHtKifj. muij iuk«9<l it 
thipa were not living creatureb. hut Farr^- uliajl hiiii»iilt 
maik Ifae contrast : 

^Upon the -w'hule. tiiew jtt^t\fi»' nuty \m- «j<iiiMii«ri<jii m pim- 
•eaacm cf eveiy ueceiiiian' ui lii«:. a* w<;;1j «» </f umm* nf thu 
oomfbrti and cuuveujeuceh y^'tucu cau ix fUj^tn^J iu «u iMi*; 
a state of society, lu tW *itualjuiJ iukJ <:'h* iiuji»Ui«M.f mj 
w^hich the Esquimauz of N. (jns^riimue \ lUjmtr hi tjHi mAjfinfj 
are placed, there it njud. to fx'.tu <;i/iiip<MM>iuf L>r Ut* b^w 
■late to -vdiich ImixmL xiutur*- tqipettn- U; U Uit-t* loiiuod ^m 
■late in few renjiecl^' f(ujf*frifir U;* tuitt u( tii« U^^r vf lUi mut^, 
wfaidi tiiey kill for tiieir «uU»mU;uv« . but wiUj Umi^ i( vwtir 
impoasibie not to ez)feri«uo> t* U:*.'hur of ii ujmi yUuttnu^ 
kiBfll: ifaflre wafe a rvvpectiui uw>*rij«}% 11 1 iu/fki ^3tM»tik\ U, 
havior, 'v^Dcsh at ouc*- Kiru<;i^ ui- ufc \4rf\ tlili«;ii'u' it*Mu Lua* ot 
die other nutaUireu l>»quiiutia.r : 4u«J hj tutri* ytumjue ihnu. 
was less ctf thai iutoi'^raU*- liitL. u\ wui'i. Iu«;m ptA/ji^ «mc 
ao genendhr ditftiii;:uJKii«;u. bu: to* »u\ft-*nMti\ iw w'uydi 
iSbiey ware most reiiiurkuoi< iit, tii< p<;H^:i ij«>ui;«i% wiiicLi cliM* 
acteriiawd all thtfir dffuIiJt;:^ witii lu- Ouriji;' tUt' two iioujit» 
tint the men -were mi ixjctrd, and lor iwit oi livi' Uout> tim* 
vpe were aabaequeutiy aiuouv Ili*^fii ot. «hoii'. ou U/tu wumU 
OOQBBMnsIhe temptatioii to M«aJ livui lu- k^af. p<$riii»pr mUou- 
gerdiaB'we caii w«L iiiia^xiiM;. aud Um. oppiM-iuuiU 0I cLouji^ 
ao by BD meauf' wtmuu^. uo\ u •lUf^ic ia«u«i«oi- oo<;utiixi, W Miy 
knowled^, uf tii^^i* pili«'*'iii;- tu' Ui«>«! I'ltliiJ^' articin*. it w 
pleasing to recorci t ia.'-: n^ i'.'tv hiii;;uiiir jl ib»i;ij tiioii itoiiuc- 
able to these 8iiuj»i< j#».*«>j)j« .' — }'. ;.'o? 

Xoliung nialeria. u»:':urr*;C il tii*'ir vtav uftiottt Xkut 
Adantic till tiie ufu'.ruouu u^ Uit 'iOtti ul ^><.'ioUif . M'heii 
they struck «»uuudiij^^ a. bt'veut v lutiiom^ il latitudt.' 0^'" 
55'. On the i^^Hiii xu*'\ \« t*re o^^twcuu j-'uif Jcilaud aud 
die Ofkneyfi; ou tiie 2^ made l^uchaueM, aud iin tU» 
H2 
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following day the commaDder landed at Peterliesd, ac- 
compenied by Captain Sabine and Mr. Hooper, who pro- 
ceeded without delay to London, where they azxived on 
the morning of the 3d of NoTember, ISOO. 

*• Such was the excellent state of health which we at dni 
time continiied to eujoy on board the Hecla, that durinfr dw 
whole season of OTirlate navigation fix»m Winter Haiiwr to 
the coast of Scotland, being a period of thirteen weeka. aoC 
a single case had been enteied on onr sick-list, except fion 
one or two accidents of a trifling natore ; and 1 had the h^p> 
pinesB of seeing evexy officer and man on boaxtl both shipi 
(with only one" exception out oi ninety -four penons^ netnn 
to their native conntrv in as robust health as when they left 
it. ailer an absence of nearly eighteen mouths, during whidi 
time we had been living entirelv on our own reso'arces.'"— 
P. 309. 

It is not intended here to enter into any detail of tiio 
observations made during the voyage, nor of the sdeii- 
tific operations carried on whenever an opportunity oc- 
curred. Nothing was omitted which highly intelligent 
officers and the ^st instruments could sup^jy. An wp- 
pendix, drawn up on a clear and well-arrangeti principie, 
contains such observations and remarks as were deemed 
of most importance. The volume itself e3Lhibit8 the 
conduct' and the character of both officers and men is 
the most pndseworthy point of view : and with regaid 
to the enlightened conmiander by whom it was written, 
it need only be repeated here, what has been said else- 
where : " ^f o one can rise firom the perusal of this waA 
without being impressed with the fullest conviction thit 
his merits as an officer and scientific navigator are of tfas 
highest order; that his talents are not confined to Ui 
professional duties ; but that the resources of his nund 
are equal to the most arduous situations, and fertile in 
expedients under every circumstance, however difficulty 
dangerous, or unexpected.** In addition to all this. Par- 
ry may be said to possess the true character and spirit 
of a British sailor — open. straightfor>\-anl, and upright; 
his education was such as to inspire him witli a love of 
the profession, having entered the sen-ice in li?03, been 
made a lieutenant in 1810. and continued to serve in 
that rank on the coast of America till 181 7, when he 
was selected, as has been related in the preceding voy* 
age. to command the Alexander, as second to Ross, 
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was serenty-four thousand seven hundred and thiitj- 
four vibrations, which is considered as the true accelera- 
tion of a pendulum between the latitudes 51^ 31' 06'' 
(London) and 74^ 47' 14 " (Melville Island): and ihd 
deduction, which was obtained from the result of the 
acceleration between London and Melville Island, gives 
the diminution of gravity from the pole to the equator 
to be -OOoo^oS : and this decimal gives for the elliptkity 
of the earth, y^jTy 

But as Captain Sabine in the year 18*21 (the next fill- 
lowing that of his arrival in England) embarked on a 
most arduous undertaking to investigate tlie last-men- 
tioned subject in high latitudes, an account of lus voy»- 
ges and operations will be resumed hereafter. 

It may perhaps be deemed presumptuous in a ludt- 
man venturing to dilfer from so expert and cxMiiplete t 
seaman as Commander Parry ; but it is under a con- 
viction that he will not be displeased at, but take in good 
part, a few desultory remarks, though not exactly cor- 
respondent with his own opinion. *• Our experience," 
he says. *' I think has clearly shown Uiat the na^igatkn 
of the Polar seas can never be performed with any de- 
gree of certainty, without a continuity of land. It wai 
only by i\-atching the occasional openings between the 
ice and the shore that our late progress to the westward 
was effected : and had the land continued in the desired 
direction, there can be no question that we should have 
continued to advance, however slowly, toward the com- 
pletion of our enterprise.*' The objection about to be 
otTered is not to the ** slow advance/- but to the chance 
of no advance at all, and to the extreme hazard of the 
loss of the ship and crew, which had nearly happened 
in the present instance, and did actually happen to the 
ship on a future occasion, by a nip, or rub, or preeeure 
between the ice and the shore ; to say nothing of the 
constant apprehension, the anxiety, and incessant threat- 
ening of momentary destruction," which occurred along 
the whole coast of Melville Island, and the freonent 
'• rubs" and »' nips" which both shi})s experienced be- 
tween the sea ice and the shore ico, when nothing but 
extreme watchfulness and good nuumgemont could poa- 
sibly have saved them from being crushed. In^tfty^, 
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cf Grffnland, i%' Hit Ma-iKVi Sitip Griperj D, C- Cu.- 
TEZiyG. Esq.. C'Cwrrmi.'nrter. 

€ntor^i€ji: h/Tviry. By E^wjuxs Saxus, Capiaia m ^ 
Boyal ArtiLeiy. * 

It was conadered expedient to introduce a Wef ■•- 
lice of this Tojaee amooe those specolhr sent into iSbt 
Arctic resgioos for the purpose of d»cocviy. nad fv 
two reasoDs : fim. that Commander ClaTerii^ was to 
be ordered to proceed to SpitEbeipra. and dieaee to lh» 
east coast of Greenland, and that on the latter he aor- 
ceeded in reaching a higlier degree of ktitode than any 
former or subsequent navigator had effected ; aiid« aee- 
oodlT. that he carried out. first in the Pheasanl» aad 
then in die Griper. Captain (now LientenMH- c olotl) 
Sabine, who. reiy shonlj after his return fiom tfaa 
first rorage of Parry to the Arctic Sea. recvmoKaccd 
that series of obserrations on die le^h of the ■ecoadi' 
pendnfaim which were made in the Heda. 

Captju^ SjkBi5x. impeOed by die aeal and love of 
science for which he is distinguished, hastened to pro- 
ceed, in the first instance, to Sierra Leone^ in die Ipfai- 
genia. on the 22d of February. 18*32. and completed \m 
pendnhim experiments there in April. Sir Robcft 
3Iends there assigned the Pheasant to conrey him to 
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tade ; thence to a second station, in or near the 80di 
parallel, on the northern coast of Spitzbergen ; after- 
ward to make the enst coast of Greenland, in as hi^ a 
latitude as the barrier of ice, which renders that coast 
difficult of access, would permit, and having got within 
the barrier, to ascend the coast to the northward as far 
as might be compatible the same year, in order to ob- 
tain a third pendulum station for Captain Sabine's exper- 
iments at the highest degree of latitude that might be 
there attained. 

He was then to return to the southward, and if Cap- 
tain Sabine should wish for a fourth station on the coast 
of Iceland, he was to use his discretion, according to the 
state of the weather and the time of the year, to stop at 
that island ; if not, a fourth station might be sought else- 
where, in or about the same parallel, and after that to 
return to England. The equipment of the Griper being 
completed, and the magneticaJ pendulum, with the va- 
rious instruments for astronomical and other scientific 
purposes, being embarked by the second week in May, 
she sailed from the Nore on the 11th of that month for 
Hammerfest, where she arrived on the 4th of June. 

This place, built gn a small island named Qualoen, or 
W^hale Island, is said to consist of about a dozen houses. 
The bay is smaU, but the anchorage good and safe ; the 
only provisions to be got here were reindeer, which 
were cheap ; the trade is entirely in fish and oil. The 
natives are described as kind and hospitable, and were 
pleased at the idea of a visit from even such a small 
man-of-war as the Griper. The women are fair and 
pretty, and dress much like our own ; remote from the 
civilized world, they are untainted by either its vices or 
its wants. Morality and religion strictly predominate, 
and deviations from either are rare. Mr. Crowe, an 
English merchant, who acts as consul, resides here, and 

^aid the visitors much attention. The latitude, 70° 40' ; 

^e dip of the needle, 77° 40'. 

On the 23d of June, Captain Sabine having finished 
his observations, the Griper put to sea the same even- 
ing ; on the 27th, fell in with the first ice oflf Cheiry 
Island, in latitude 75° 5', a gale of wind then blowing ; 
saw Spitzbergen in the evening, and fell in with a great 
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seen; Spitzbergen was, on the whole, a puadiie to 
this place/' Proceeding along the coast, amtoiig floes 
of ice, they discovered two islands, to which they gne 
the name of the Pendulum Islands. 

Clavering passed them, and stood on to the notUiwaid 
till stopped by ice ; and he had now reached what ha ooa- 
sidered to be the N.£. point of Greenland, fomiedliff 
an island, in lat. 75° 12', from the heights of which coidi 
plainly be seen high land, due north, at least as far as kt 
76^. He named the island Shannon Island, and the 
S.E. extremity Cape Philip Broke, "finom the slup it 
was my good fortune to serve in, and under her gdknt 
commander here named." 

(retting under way, the Griper returned to the aonth- 
ward in a narrow channel dose to the shore, on wfakh 
she grounded in 2| fathoms ; was got off by light)eniiig 
her ; anchored in a sheltered bay between one of ths 
Pendulum Islands ; landed Captain Sabine, the obaerva- 
tory, tents, and instruments ; and prepared the yawi and 
wherry for a distant excursion, while Sabine waa em- 
pbyed in his pendulum experiments. On the 16th of 
August he set out, taking with him three officers and 
sixteen men. They landed on Cape Boriase Wairen, 
about eighteen miles to the southward, with each a boat* 
cloak and a blanket ; slept in them, and found no uiooii- 
venience from the cold ; and this was continued Ibr 
twelve nights, the temperature not lower than 93®. 
Here they found traces of natives, and several gmvei. 
Proceeding up an arm of the bay, which runs inhuid, a 
tent of sefd skins was found on the beach, and two na- 
tives appeared on the heights. They were at first rath* 
er shy, but, by degrees, acquired confidence. They mp^ 
peared not to di^er in any respect from the comnioa 
race of Esquimaux : the whole tribe amounted but to 
twelve. Their surprise was roused only by witnessing 
^"^ ae of the crew finng at a mark with muskets. A pis- 
was given to one of the natives, who fired into the 
water ; the recoil startled him so much that he immedi- 
ately slunk away into his tent. The following morning, 
being the third, it was found they had all departed, leav- 
ing every thing behind them : their sudden retreat being 
no doubt occasioned by their alarm at the firing. 
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the severe shocks without being injured; the heaviest 
shocks she received must have knocked a Greenlandman 
to pieces. 

The gale continuing, drove them to the southward, 
and on the 23d of September they made the coast of 
Norway in latitude 63° 55'. On the 1st of October the 
Griper struck hard on a sunken rock, and got off undam- 
aged ; on the 4th entered Drontheim Fiord, and on the 
6th anchored in the harbor ; and ** we were received," 
says Clavering, ^* with the greatest kindness and hospi- 
tality." Captain Sabine having completed his experi- 
ments here, the Griper proceeded down the fiord on the 
13th of October, was detained in the narrows till the 
19th, and again windbound tiU the 3d of December, when 
she was libemted, and reached Deptford on the 19th of 
that month, 1823. 



We now proceed to give a brief account of Ckiptain 
Sabine^ s labors. 

The volume of Captain Sabine, from which the follow- 
ing notice is taken, affords an extraordinary instance of 
personal and mental application on distant voyages and 
various climates within the Tropics and the Arctic re- 
gions, and of intellectual exertion and industry not easily 
to be paralleled. It consists of more than five hundred 
pages of observations, carefully aiTanged under varkniB 
heads, made with transit instruments, chronometers, 
clocks, and pendulums; containing, besides, numerous 
experiments at the several stations touched at by Com- 
mander Clavering, as already noticed, amounting to ei^t 
in number on the two sides of the Atlantic, at each of 
which the chief authorities manifested the utmost read- 
iness to afford every assistance, both in our own coloiiies 
and at places belonging to foreign powers. 

Any attempt here to explain them would give but lit- 
tle notion of the labors successfully accomplished by 
Captain Sabine ; the tables detailing the several kinds of 
observations must be seen in order duly to appreciate 
their importance, to say nothing of the calculations nec- 
essary to arrive at the deductions and conclusions which 
have resulted from them. The observations may be 
•tated to comnriso a series of six in number at each 8ta- 
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laoii; No. 1. Times of tranAt of tCan, to M<i>itiii tiM 
nX» of the clock ; No. 2. Adjostmeot ai teleteope to tiie 
same vertical plane ; No. 3. Daily rate of chroDomelMni 
firom preceding transits ; No. 4. Comparisoo of diroooiB- 
eter and clock at exact intervals ; Nos. 5 and 6 comprise as 
account of the coincidences in the doable series of eack 
pendulum. £ach table, of ooime, occupied several dsfa» 

The Pheasant left Sienm Leooe early in ApriL aad 
arrived at New York on the 10th of Deeember; eon- 
menced observations on the 22d, and eoocfaided am tiie 
2d of Jan., 1823, in the last two of which Sabioe had m 
eo-opeiator. The observations were carried oo at Co- 
lumbia CcAege ; and Captain Sabine says, '-'• I most ever 
deem myself to have been most highly fotmiate io tiM 
association which it procured me of the Pro fe ss or ef 
Natural and Experimental Philosophy and of Cbiiiiiislijv 
Mr. James Renwick, whose interest in the experioMiiti 
was so strongly excited as to induce him to give me faii 
unremitting co-operstioa, a circumstmee pecuiiarfy de- 
airahle and satisfiM^tory oo an occasion in which tho re- 
sults may hereafter come in quesboo, in the comparisoa 
oi the standard measurements of the two ooantriea." 

On the 5th of February, 1623, the Pheasaat anived 
at Portsmouth, and Captain SalHoe had the ssrisfartioii 
of finding that a letter which he had written to Sir Uttm- 
phrey IHvy from Maranham, proposing the ext e nsion of 
the experiments to the hi^ fauzbides, had met the ap- 
nofaalion of the Conmiissioners of Longitude; thatLtord 
Marine's consent had been obtsined fbr the employmaat 
of one of his majesty*s ships in its prosecutioD ; mad 
that the Griper sloop of war, which had been engaged 
ia the expedition of 1619-20, wonki forthwith be com- 
■UBsioned by Commander Clavering. The interval, how* 
ever, of the Griper's ecpupment was occupied by Cap- 
tain Salane in repeating the trial of the pendulums in 
Portkad Place, to ascoiain that they had und^-gooe no 
altwation in the courae and by the events of the preced- 
ing voyage. 

The process of these experimeots, the preparation 
of an apparatus for the clock and pendulum, and provid- 
mg cover and protection for the instruments, which ex- 
perience in the Northern expedition, and particularly at 
12 



102 AEOriC VOYAGBB. 

Melville Island, had taugbt Captain Sabine to be necei- 
sary, were simultaneously completed with the equip- 
ment of the Griper. That vessel left the Nore on the 
11th of May, and arrived at Hammerfest, the place des- 
ignated by bim as his first station, on the 4th of June. 
A spot was selected for the observations at FngLenen, 
where Mr. Crowe, a gentleman at the head of a large 
commercial establishment, resides, and who gave every 
possible assistance and attention to the party. Hero 
Captain Sabine repeated the same routine of observa* 
tions — the transits of the sun and stars — the determina- 
tion of the rate of chronometers by zenith distanceft-* 
the coincidences observed with two pendulums. These 
were all completed by the 23d of June ; the instmments 
embarked, and the Griper arrived at Fair Haven, on 
the coast of Spitzbergen, on the 1st of July. 

The GWper anchored at one of the Norweys, which 
forms, with the coast of Spitzbergen, the harbor ci 
Fur Haven. Here the experiments proceeded without 
interruption, being the same series as that practiced at 
Hammerfest, and were concluded on the 19th of July. 
From hence Captain Sabine, being desirous of preserv- 
ing unbroken the continuity of the accoimt of the pendu- 
lum experiments, proposed that no time should be lost 
in proceeding to a proper station on the east coast c^ 
Greenland, which the Griper successfully accomplished 
in a higher latitude than is recorded to have been pre^ 
viously traversed, namely, between the 74th and 75th 
degrees, in the second week of August. Being stopped, 
however, soon after he had passed the 75th purallel, and 
the season advancing, he returned along the coast to a 
harbor of safe anchorage in latitude 74° 30', which he 
had noticed in passing to the northward. Here die 
Griper was anchored, and became the station for ccm- 
ducting the pendulum experiments. 

This harbor is formed by the channel which separates 
the main land from an island, on which the experiments 
were made, and which is secured from the access o^ 
heavy ice from the ocean by a smaller island in the mid- 
channel of the entrance. The group, of whidb these 
islands form a part, consists of two nearly of the same 
size, and two others much smaller, being rather rocks 
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tinii iskmcb : they extend finnitiieklitada of 74^ 30" te 
tiiatof 74° 42% and were dtfiingniihed by dieefieen aiMl 
seftmen oitbe Griper by the appelUtaoo of die FeodulaM 
Islands. It had been tbe inteotkm of CapCaiu SalMW t# 
make Reikiarik, in Iceland, the eandndiac aUitiMK^di* 
pendohim experimenU in die lui^ klitttJet ; but wiMMi 
die 17th of September bad amred« befur^ daey (oufid 
themaehres finaily disentailed from tlie Ortoeultuid ig»— 
the season of narigntkn dimwim; to a ckise dM» aMtMatt" 
nal gales afa-eady conmienced, and the tii|diU ahvr« mhp' 
teen hours king — it was deeuied not urt«ii;nt tv rMk d«« 
approach to t£e coast 4j{ Iceland. U was, th<<;rel4ire« 
lhou|^ preferable to recross the Northern <^>ceao« and 
to seek a pendulum station on the coast of Norway^ 
aeariy m die same latitude as Eeikiavfk ; and I/roodieiM 
appearing to be the most eligible Hmt t!tw yurytfm^ ibm 
Griper arrived there on the ^th of ikuAmt* 

Captain Sabine says, *^ It had been the |^wd fortitiM 
of Captain Ckrering and myself Ut faaire experiMiced at 
each of the inhabited stations which we had irisited th« 
moat marked hospitality and kindness, but at none wer« 
ear obfigadons in these rcwpects greater than at Droo- 
th^m.'' Among nthen^ he mendons tiw governor 
(Coont IVampe), Mr. Sehnitler, the British consul, and 
Mr. Knntson and his amiable family, from whom tfverf 
Eng^hman that visits this part <a Norway is mure to 
meet widi a kind reception. Every assistance was af- 
lorded toward the accomplishment of this last series of 
experiments, and they were enabled to wei^ anchor at 
Broittheim on the 13th of November ; but, owing to vi- 
olent gales of wind and very bad weather, the Griper did 
not arrive at Deptford till the 19th of December, 1823. 
Captain Sabine savs, die boisterous weather they had 
was accompanied by very vivid lightning, wluch is par- 
tienlarly unusual in high ladtudes in winter, and by the 
frequent appearance and continuance, for several minutes 
St a time, m balls of fire at the extremities of the yard 
arms and mast heads ; of these not less than eight were 
counted at one time. 

All the experiments were carefully gone over in Lon- 
don, and examined by the Council of the Royal Society 
and Board of Longitude, widi other individuals moat 
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CQCTiJvnncc in iit«:<«^ r^bS'^^ratioOBtf^ wii^ dbe 
for viec^rmmiru; cii« v«raiMa» in ck<*- faMi^c^ ict ift» «»- 
oQiii*" p«*oi:ihiEi. f!n?ci wiaetBce die bftOn-wioir cwbent ti^ 
^cccii^d is inwa tor icducaciBC eke efli^Knas^ (dC Bb» 
cttrtis. wiijefa. ji al sfaiif casi be £iT«a fiLer«^«fihe v«iriaQ» oifc* 
eniiooaj -uui die t^xpenmnftica t^vcumprine • fcunp^ vtaiOHc 
The rewiic d*en a» : '"^♦-'■) lo-2i> izciw* i» ibe Hin^^ olf ^m 
«i;/i^':ijr^ pecidahim : k?r^>2-t>. cfae tocDMHe «c cnrnfltfiia 

Tfca: i«hrio»?t* irom the- iacreaae Hf ^ n. » LCi a! HWi becwiMa 
LocdoQ And MetTiEe Uhund wu* jJ^^^ . 

Thus, aaj^ CarcaLa Sabine, - cfae astenipe Jo detior* 
mine ±.e djcnre of-rii* earrrh. bv tbe ririatwo* «C fnnrv 
&: ltd juartik^e. his been carrieil cit»? full exeeutMs «a «i 
arc ot ±e EneTTdi:in of tfee zr^fatest actesible eiECirac vol 
Che nwTiIta which. :: hjL§ pr>i'ii.-ed are seen to fc*f> «»- 
sts-en: wi-h. eioh odier. rn coni^iaariocis toe wrwd coiaii- 
mJz a pri^cablnry of the corre^rocviente Nkoc *ce«4*efiiL"' 
Thej are. in. cior. the cv-^mhiGarioos of Ca;<»iB Sabtae's 
13 iCaZLi>c:»: of the French sarsas* r $taCMa$: ftfflke 
BhrUh snrreT. 7 stadons : roakiof. is sB. "2;:? :9taBWDK. 

This resTiit, however, of the elSpeicitr -^dtldRnRi^.^'wrf 
Sabine. - miire coosiderahh- than couM hanp beeo «- 
peered tin^ai j^J ,^ . which had been preTiooshr retevivil 
on the aath»»iry of the most eminent eeomecnesut rf 
die a^e. as the coccorrent indkatioQ c^ the meaa w ge- 
ments of terrestrial degrees, of peodohim expf rioieofis, 
aod cf the hinar ineqoakcies dependent on the o6kSeoeK 
of the earth."* 

The success that has attended the expenmeat c4r m- 
Testigatin^ the figure of the earth by means of tlie pws 
dohim. eccoora^s^ as Captain Sahiae thinks^ the beSef 
that an eqoaQy satisliactorT coochision. and one h^Ur 
interesting in the comparison, mi^hl be obtained bT~t!ie 
measurement of terrestrial decrees : that ts to say. ^ 
an actnal measm^meot of a degree of the meridMiL 
This has^ in fact, been done in vmrions parts of the 
worW. bat centnries ago, when the instruments werp 
inferior, and the mode of their mc$t aiirantageons em- 
ployment Ie&» understood than at present. In India an 
arc has recently been measured, and one of an old date 
at the Cape of Good Hope remeaaured; bat CapCain 
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specifically drawn by a letter from the Baron von Hiiiii« 
boldt to the Duke of Sussex, then President of ftm 
Koyal Society. In consequence thereof, obserFatorief 
for this special purpose were established at Greenwich, 
Dublin, Canada, Hobart Town, St. Helena, Cape of 
Good Hope, and other places. The observations made 
at Toronto have been received, examined^ and printed, 
under the superintendence of Lieutenant-colonel Sabine 
— a, work of extraordinary care and labor.* He ha» 
undertaken, besides, to examine and arrange the rest a» 
they come in, which it is expected wiU be in the courso 
of tne present year, 1845. The volume now printed m 
introduced by an able and well-written pre&ce by Col- 
onel Sabine. 

* See note in Jntroduetion, p. 17. 
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mission from Sir Charles to join Mr. Ritchie, a gentle- 
man appointed on a mission to Tripoli, Mourzoi3L, and 
other parts of North Africa, who was most desirons of 
having a naval officer to accompany him. Ritchie died 
shortly after, and Lyon succeeded him ; who concluded, 
reasonably enough, that among the Arab tribes the Ueu- 
tenant might advantageously take upon him the tide of 
captain — a rank which, it appears, he nominally carried 
into the present voyage of discovery. On his appoint- 
ment to the Heda he received the rank of commander, 
and on the return of the ships in 1823 was raised to that 
of captain. 

Many of the officers who had served on the first toj- 
age were employed on this : Hoppner, as lieutenant of 
the Hecla; Edwards, as surgeon ; Midshipman Palm- 
er, as lieutenant of the Hecla. The midshipmen NiAS 
and Reid were promoted as lieutenants of the Fury, 
and Ross, Bushnan, and Griffiths remained to serve as 
midshipmen. Hooper, the purser, and Hulse, the derk, 
each continued, as did ADison and Crawfoi*d, the Green- 
land master and mate, in the service, and aboard the 
Fury. She had also four midshipmen : two new ones, 
John Henderson and F. R. M. Crozier, besides Ross 
and Bushnan, who had served in the preceding voyage. 
Commander Parry observing on the late expedition a 
large inlet, not less than ten leagues wide at its month, 
dpening out on the southern coast of Barrow's Strait, 
and extending southemly, with an inclination to tfa0 
westward, ran the ships into it, and continued to the 
southward about one hundred and twenty miles. The 
soundings were found to be two hundred fathoms and 
upward. The closeness of the ice, however, to tha 
southwest induced him to return to the northward ; but 
his impression was, that this strait might lead to the 
coast of America, and that the east and west lands 
which enclose it were probably islands ; and he saysi 
** On an inspection of the charts, I think it will also ap- 
pear probable that a communication will one day be 
found to exist between this inlet and Hudson's Bay, 
either through the broad and unexplored channel called 
Sir Thomas Roe's Welcome, or tlu^ugh Repulse Bay, 
which has not yet been satisiactorily examined. It ii 
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the depth of 460 fathoms the temperature of the sea 
was 40°, that of the surface, 40^°, and that of liie air, 
411°. On the 2d of July they were close to Resohitioa 
Island, the valleys of which were fiUed with snow, and, 
with the fog that hung over it, *^ rendered the scene 
before us indescribably dreary and disagreeable." ** It 
requires," says Commander Parry, " a few days to be 
passed amid scenes of this nature to erase, in a certain 
degree, the impressions left by more animated land- 
scapes ; and not till then, perhaps, does the eye become 
fanuliarized, and the mind reconciled, to prospects of 
utter barrenness and desolation such as tiiese rugged 
shores present." The numerous icebergs, of which 
Commander. Lyon counted fifty-four in sight at one 
time, some of them not less than two hundred feet 
above the sea, were not calculated to enliven the scene. 

On the 2d the ships were closely beset, thou^ drift- 
ing rapidly about by the tides during the night. The ice 
consisted of loose masses of broken floes, among whidi 
the ships continued to be driven, sometimes in one di- 
rection and then in an opposite one ; and among these 
masses were counted thirty icebergs in sight at a time, 
many of them whirled about by the tides with great ra- 
pidity. Several of these inunense bodies were from fif- 
ty to ninety feet above the surface of the sea, each prob^ 
ably almost as many fathoms below it. The command- 
er, however, states that the bergs which thus driye about 
are less dangerous to approach than those aground, 
against which a ship is liable to be carried with the 
whole force of the tide. 

On the 8th they were still drifting about among the 
ice, close to Resolution Island, without knowing, during 
the night, in what direction they were carried ; bat when 
it cleared up, they were surprised to find the Hecla elev- 
en or twelve miles to the westward, though still beset in 
the ice. On the 9th the ice closed round them, and they 
remained immovably beset for a week, thou^ carried 
by it dfuly from one to four miles. This is precisely 
what was alluded to at the conclusion of the last expe- 
dition ; and it appears that the two ships were in less 
danger (in fact, there was none) than those on the shore 
of Melville Island. They were still, however, in the en- 
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trance only of Hudson's Strait, which, being exposed to 
the swell of the main ocean, and completely open to the 
in^uence of the whole Atlantic, has always been consid- 
ered, by the ships of the Hudson's Bay Company, a 
most dangerous and difficult position: three of these 
were seen here in a similar predicament with the discov- 
ery ships. In proceeding up the strait, several ^SQui- 
maux canoes, or kayaks^ made their appearance, offer- 
ing seal and whale oil, spears, skins of the seal, bear, 
fox, &c., for sale. After them came a large oomiak, or 
woman's boat ; their filthy customs, however, disgusted 
the seamen, who gave them no sort of encouragement. 

** On the whole," says Parry, " it was impossible for 
US not to receive a very unfavorable impression of the 
general behavior and moral character of the natives of 
this part of Hudson's Strait, who seem to have acquired, 
by an annual intercourse with our ships for nearly a hun- 
d[red years, many of the vices which unhappily attend a 
first intercourse with the civilized world, without having 
imbibed any of the virtues or refinements which adorn 
and render it happy." 

Having reached Southampton Island, near its northern 
extremity, where the continuity of the land appeared to 
be dissolved. Parry concluded they were not far firom 
the eastern entrance of the Frozen Strait, which had 
occasioned so much angry discussion, a hundred years 
ago, as to whether any such strait existed, or whether 
it was not a chimera invented by Captain Middleton. 
As this geographical point had never been decided. Par- 
ry bad some difficulty in determining the question q£ 
trying it or not, as, in his present position witii regard to 
Kepulse Bay, which he was ordered to examine, the 
Stance was not more by passing that strait than fifty 
leagues, whereas, if compelled to pursue a route round 
the south end of Southampton Island, it would make the 
distance from one hundred and seventy to two hundred 
leagues. " After the most anxious consideration, I came 
to die resolution of attempting the direct passage of the 
Frozen Strait, though, I confess, not without some ap- 
prehension of the risk I was incurring, and of the seri- 
ous loss of time which — in case of failure, either from 
the non-existence of the strait, or from the insuperable 
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obstacles which its name implies — ^wonld thus be mefi- 
tably occasioned to the expedition." 

His decision was right ; and, though much hampered 
by floes, and hoinmocs, and packs of ice, he was still 
less so than in the neighborhood of Resolution Island; 
and he was rewarded by the discovery, not far from its 
entrance, of what he caUs " a magnificent bay," which 
the officers honored with the name of the " Duke rf 
York's Bay," having been first entered on his birthday. 
It is situated on the northeasterp extremity of South- 
ampton Island. The bay, however, on the western nde 
was shut in by a low shore, which it was concluded could 
be no other than ** the low, shingly beach, like Dungen- 
ess," of Middleton. 

He found it necessary, therefore, to retrace his stej^ 
and to encounter once more the Frozen Strait, with its 
rocks and islets, its irregular tides and hommocs of float- 
ing ice ; and what was, perhaps, worse than all, dark, 
foggy weather, with compasses that had almost lost their 
action. He soon, however, got into water nearly free 
from ice, which allowed him to proceed westeify, but 
entirely by the lead for five or six hours, when, on the 
weather clearing up, he found himself almost entirely 
surrounded by land, ** having unconsciously entered Re- 
pulse Bay, in which not a piece of ice was to be seen 
that could obstruct us in its thorough examination." 

This full examination was certainly given to it; and 
whatever doubts might hitherto have been entertained 
respecting its communication with the Polar Sea, Com- 
mander Parry and his party, by their complete investi- 
gation of the whole of its shores, have set that question 
entirely at rest. The boats entered eveiy little creek 
and comer, *' and thus was the question settled as to tlie 
continuity of land round Repulse Bay, and the doubti 
and conjectures which had so long been entertained re- 
specting it set at rest forever." Parry takes the oppor- 
tunity, moreover, of doing ample justice to that injured 
and persecuted navigator. Captain Middleton. **The 
whole account," he says, " that he has given of this bay, 
with the exception of its geographical position, is in gen- 
eral very accurate, particiilarly in the appearance of the 
lands, their relative situation, and in the nature and depA 



l-I ^ii.— -*-' — 



l^» - - » 






114 ARCTIC VOYAGES. 

which, on nearly the same day seventy-nine yean be- 
fore, so forbidding a name had been applied." 

He had not yet, however, got rid of that formidaUe 
strait, with its obnoxious name. In coasting down the 
northern shore of llepulse Bay, it was necessary agun 
to cross the northern part of the Frozen Strait, and pan 
through Hurd^s Channel, which was nearly blocked up 
by Bushnan Island, leaving only a narrow passage at 
each extremity to get to the eastward ; and, when pass- 
ed, other islands and narrow channels occur, among 
which were found such rapid tides, hurling lai^e masses 
of ice about, as to carry tiie ships every moment into 
imminent danger. And when they had in some meas- 
ure got through this labyrinth, after long, anxious, and 
toilsome labor, a fresh gale from the nortibward, on the 
3d of September, drifted the large floe of ice to which 
the ships were attached to a greater distance than " I 
ever remember," says Parry, " to have happened before 
in the same time under any circimdstances." But the 
most mortifying of all was the discovery that, after all 
their toil, they had been driven back past Baffin Island 
toward the two remai'kable liills on Soudiampton Island, 
from which they were at noon not more than seven or 
eight leagues distant. " Thus," says Pany, ** after a 
laborious investigation, which occupied one month, we 
had, by a concurrence of unavoidable circumstances, re- 
turned to nearly the same six>t as that on which we had 
been on the 6th of August. This imtoward event may 
serve to show tlie value of even the smallest geographi- 
cal information, in seas where not an hour most be 
thrown away or unprofitably employed." 

The whole of this voyage, from tiie first entrance of 
Hudson^s Strait to the point now reached, has proved 
80 harassing, so unproductive, and so dangerous withal, 
as to have required from him who had the conductiDg 
of it a more than ordinary share of patience, persever- 
ance, and eauanimity, possessing a temper not easily 
to be ruffled ; and such an officer was Parry. His 
great object, when in extreme difficulty, he teEs ns, 
was to cheer up the spirits of his people, and to keep 
thera constantly on the alert and movmg whenever such 
difficulty occuired, oven when there was no prospect of 
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the young ice fast increasing, and a strong tide nuimng 
in the offing, I was obliged to relinquish the idea ra 
moving till the morning." On the 8th the thermome- 
ter was down to zero, and the sea was covered widi 
young ice, of which we have the following description : 
" The formation of young ice upon the surfiice of the water 
is the circumstaDce wnich most decidedly begins to put a stop 
to the navigation of these seas, and warns the seaman that hu 
season of active operations is nearly at an end. It is indeed 
scarcely possible to conceive the degree of hinderanoe occa^ 
sioned by this impediment, trifling as it always appears he- 
fore it is encountered. When the sheet has acquirca a thick* 
ness of about half an inch, and is of considerable extent, a 
ship is liable to bo stopped by it unless favored by a slzniu; 
and free wrind ; and even when stiU retaining her way fhniagn 
the water, at the rate of a mile an hour, her course is. not 
always under the control of the helmsman, though aaskted 
by the nicest attention to the action of the sails, but dependi 
upon some accidental increase or decrease in the thickness of 
the sheet of ice, wdth which one bow or the other comes in 
contact. Nor is it possible in this situation for the boats to 
render their usual assistance, by running out lines or othe]> 
wise ; for, having once entered the young ice, they can only 
ho propelled slowrly through it by dig^g the oars and boat- 
hooks mto it, at the same time breakmg it across the hovn, 
and by rolling the boat from side to side. After contmmnE 
this laborious work for some time with litde good effect, ima 
considerable damage to the planks and oars, a boat is often 
obliged to return mo same way that she came, backing oat 
in the canal thus formed to no purpose. A ship in this ne^ 
less state, her sails in vain expanded to a fiivorable breeze, 
her ordinary resources &iling, and suddenly arrested in her 
course upon tho element through which she has been accus- 
tomed to move wdthout restraint, has often reminded me of 
Gulliver tied down by the feeble hands of Lilliputians; nor 
are the struggles she makes to effect a release, and the KppOf 
rent insignificance of the means by which her efforts are op- 
posed, the least just or the least vexatious part of the naent- 
blance."— P. 116, 117. 

The expediency of fixing upon some eligible place for 
the security of the ships tor the winter could no fenger 
be doubted nor delayed. A small island lying ofT the 
noithem point of the entrance into Lyon*s Inlet was 
agreed upon by the two commanders, being found to 
afford good anchoi-age on its southern coast. «*We 
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i inore met iinth tolenbfe Mcarilf 
lea chheed to ntinqinib Cvtlwr 
Abore aj!, howerer, Idtnwed ihm 



now,** says Pany, '* for the first time walked as 1 
die ships, and before nig^ we had them owrad ioto 
their places by sawing a caxud for two or three hundred 
yards through the ice." He adds : 

" In reviewing the erents of tfak oar firrt memmm cf-nmfs^ 
tkm, and consi&ring what p io giCM we had miMio tenmd 
the attainment of our main object, it waa impaaaiiile^haweiF^r 
trifling that prosreas might appear upon the cbait, not to «x^ 
perieuce considerable sadsSictaon. Small aa our actual ad» 
vance had been toward Behring*B Strait, the ezieal of ouMt 
newly disooYered and mimnely explored ia ponnit of oar 
objects, in the coarse of the laat eight weeka, amcwBtwi 1m 
more than 200 leagues, neariy half oi winch belong lo ikm 
continent of North America. This aerrioe, nmrrithitindiMr 
oar constant exposure to the risks which intricate, aba^i^ml 
unknown channela, a aea loaded with iee, and a rapid ^dm 
concurred in presenting, had prorideatiaUy been " 
withoat injury to tiie ships, or aaSenn^ to the < 
men ; and we had now oooe mo 
far lie ensning winter, when < 
operationa for me aeaaoo. Above i 
most sinone aatisfacrtion fiom a eomridioB oi having left ao 

nof the coast fiom Bepolae Bay eMtward in a stale of 
t aa 10 ita camectioB with the oootiDeot. And aa the 
Bia]n4and, now in aight fiom the hiDs, extended no £udMr to 
the eastward diaa about a N.N.E. bearing, we ▼ca mii e d to 
indcdge a aanguine hope of oar being revy near the aordi* 
eastern boonunr of America, and that die carhr part ai the 
next season would find us enqploymg oar best e&rts in pa^ 
ing along its nordiem shores."— r. 118. 

Being DOW fixed in their winter oaartBTS, it is scarcely 
Doceaaary to say that the first ana earliest attention m 
the iHt)f¥ldent commander was directed to the security 
oi the ships, the arrangements for the preserration m 
cleanliness, health, and comfort during a long fsrospect- 
ire whiter, as well as for the economi^ expenditure of 
proviriona, fuel, and all other stores. At first, and for 
aonie time, apprehension was entertained respecting the 
secority of ^e ships in an open roadstead facing the 
soadi, as the grounded masses on the shores of the bay 
began to show symptoms of instability, one or two hav- 
ing follen over, and others turned round, so that, instead 
of being a protection, these masses might be looked upon 
rather as dangerous neighbors; other cirouoistaucea 
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were calculated to excite apprehensions of danger, bnt, 
happily, they escaped them all ; and the ships, once 
frozen in and beset by solid ice, remained firm as rocks. 
It may be quite certain that nothing was omitted by. 
Parry that could tend to the health and comfort of hai 
crew, as due attention to cleanliness, superior warmth, 
drying of clothes, airing the bedding, and sleeping in 
hammocs, by which ventilation is materially promoted. 
He says : 

** While care was thus taken to adopt all physical meant 
within our reach for tlie maintenance of health and comfiMrt 
among the crews, recourse was also had to some of a moFBl 
nature, which ex];>ericnce has shown to be nsefol aaziUaries 
in the proraotion of these desirable objects. It would, per- 
haps, iudeed be difficult to imagine a situation in which cl^er* 
fulness is more to be desired, or less likely to be maintained, 
than among a set of persons (and those persons seamen too) 
secluded fqr an uncertain and indefinite period from the rest 
of the world ; having little or no employment but that which 
is in a manner created to prevent idleness, and .sabject to a 
degree of tedious monotony ill according with their nsoal 
habits. It was not, however, simply as a general principle, 
applicable in a greater or less degree to all situatioDB and 
societies, that the preservation of cneeriulness and good ha* 
mor was in our case particularl^r desirable, bat as inmie- 
diately connected with the prevention of that disease to which 
our crews were most liable, and which indeed, in all human 
probability, we had alone any cause to dread. The asbmiih- 
ing effects produced by the passions of the mind, in inducing 
or removing scorbutic symptoms, are too well known to neea 
confirmation or to admit of doubt; those calculated to excite 
hope and to impart a sensation of pleasure to the mind having 
been invariably found to aid in a surprising manner the curs 
of this eztraoroinary disease, and those of an opposite natore 
to aggravate its fatal malignity. As a source, therefore, of 
ratiozial amusement to the men, I proposed to Commander 
Lyon and the officers of both ships once more to set on foot a 
series of theatrical entertainments, from which so much bene- 
fit in this way had on a former occasion been derived. This 
proposal was immediately and unanimously acquiesced in. 
Lyon obligingly undertook to be our manager, and some 
preparation having been made for this purpose previous to 
leaving England, every thing was soon arranged for perform- 
ing a ^lay on board the Fury once a fortnight. In this, as in 
more unportant matters, our former experience gaya many 
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wefbl lunto. Oar heater wac now kid dot on a larger and 
more commodioiu scale; iti decmmtioiis mnch impwi f e d; 
and, what was pyare etsential both to acton and waimaotf s 
more eflicient plan adopted for warming it. hj which w# 
ancceeded in keeping the tempentore leveral degroea abofa 
zero on each night of perfinrmance throvghont the winter.**— 
P. 122, 123. 

And ba add§, in a note, 

^ I can not omit to mention that, jost befora we left Eii§- 
land, a large and handsome phaiUa$magona, or magic laa> 
tern, had been presented to me, for the nse of the expeditkn, 
by a lady, who persisted in keeping her name a secret front 
mose wnom she was thus servmg. This apparatot, whi^ 
Was excellent of its kind, was freqnentlj resmled to dnrioff 
liiiB and the succeeding winter; and I am happj to aifau 
myself of this mode — the only one in mr pwr^ w. ■ . n/ tli— ilrfwg 
onr benefiictress, and ajwnring her tint ner present aflbrdad s 
land of amnsemen^ folly answering her kad intentioiis.'' 

No man was better acquainted witli the ehanetaraodi 
feeling of' seamen than Parry. He knew that nnrdit 
and omer exeitements to cbeerfblneaa, if too often ro- 
peated widi little or no variation, are apt to lose dirtr 
«ffeet. FuIIy aware of tfak, and witb a ^ew to Uglier 
objecti, it did not eseape fail reflection that, dmring tlie 
Iimg wioter irighti, when for a certain period the wfaola 
day was in 6ct a nigfat, an opportonity miff^t be afford- 
ed for ihstmcting the men of botfa ^ps in at least tlie 
elementary parts of educatbn. To this end he aaya* 

'* To famish rationsl and nsefbl ooeopalion to die men cm 
the othor erenings, a school was also established, under the 
volnntazy saperintendence of Mr. Holse, finr the instmctioii 
of sodi of the men as were wiUing to take advantage of this 
apportanity of leamingto read and write, or of improving in 
€Dote acqmrements. The saaae plan was adoptea on boaid 
the Heda, Beirfamin White, one or tlie seamen, who had baea 
educated at Christchoroh sdiool, volunteering to ofBdate as 
schoolmaster* Tables were set up finr tlie purpose in the 
midship part of the lower deck; some of the men, alresMly 
thus qualified, undertook the ta^L of assistmg in the instrnctioii 
of their shipmates ; and thus were about twenty individuals 
belonging to each ship occupied every evening, from six to 
eight o*ciock« I made a point of visiting the school occasion- 
alW during the winter, mr way of encoara«;ing tho men in 
tfiis praiseworthy oooupawm, and I can lafe^ say that I have 
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seldom experienced feelings of higher gratificatioii than a» 
this rare and interesting sight."— P. 123, 124. 

And well might he be gratified ; for we are assured by 
him, on the return of the ships to England, that *' evoiy 
man on board could read his Bible.*' 

Nor were the interests of science neglected while 
these domestic arrangements were in progress. A port- 
able observatory was erected for magnetical observa- 
tions, and a house built for the reception of the requisite 
instruments for astronomical observations, and for varimiB 
experiments recommended by a committee of the Roy- 
al Society. In short, nothing was neglected or omitted 
that could contribute to the fulfillment of the instructions 
received by the commander of the expedition from the 
Lords of the Admiralty. 

An observation of Parry shows that the Arctic d>- 
mate, equally with our own, is influenced by a change 
of the wind. Thus, on the 20th of October, when the 
wind was N.N.W., the thermometer fell to — 10° ; bat 
veering to the S.E. on the 24th and 25th, it rose to 
+23°. "I may possibly," he says, " incur the chaige 
of affectation in stating tJiat this temperature was much 
too high to be agreeable to us ; but it is, nevertheless, 
the fJEict, that every body felt and complained of the 
change. This is explained by their clothing, bedding, 
fires, and other precautions against the severity of t)^ 
climate, having been once adapted to a low degree of 
cold, an increase of temperature renders them oppress- 
ive and inconvenient." Another circumstance is men- 
tioned, which may serve to confirm a conjecture whidi 
has long been maintained by some, that an open sea, 
free of ice, exists at or near the Pole. ** On the 2d of 
November " says Parry, ** the wind, freshened up to a 
gale from N. by W., lowered the thermometer before 
midnight to — 6°, whereas a rise of wind at Melville 
Island was generally accompanied by a simultaneous rise 
in the thermometer at low temperatures. May not 
this," he asks, " be occasioned by the wind blowing over 
an open sea in the quarter from which the wind blows, 
and tends to coufinp the opinion that at or near the Pole 
an open sea free of ice exists ?" If the ice which a sin- 
gle night of six months' continuous duration must pro* 
duce were not dispersed by the current that is known 
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to exist, and which the Pole itself may probably be the 
cause of producing, the north wind, instead of being cold 
and boisterous, would be mild. The aurora and ^oes 
round the sun and moon were of frequent appearance, 
but none of them very remarkable. The magnetic nee- 
dle, attentively watched, was not found to be at all af- 
fected by any of these phenomena. 

The shortest day passed without any interest being 
attached to it. ** On a former occasion, novelty and the 
peculiarity of our situation gave it importance. Now 
the case was very different; their wintering was no 
longer an experiment ; their comforts were greatly in- 
creased, and the prospect of an early release as favor- 
able as could be desired." On Christmas-day divine 
service was performed on board the Fury, and attended 
by the officers and crews of both ships ; an additional 
aUowance of provisions was issued, " and the day was 
marked by the most cheerful hilarity, accompanied by 
the utmost regularity and good order." Among the lux- 
uries was a joint of good English roast beef, preserved 
by the outside being rubbed with salt. The last day of 
the year brought with it the high gratification of observ- 
ing the excellent health and spirits enjoyed by almost 
every officer and man in both ships. The one invalid 
was so much improved that sanguine hopes were enter- 
tained of his continued amendment. 

Having provided for the employment and recreation 
<yf the men. Parry still seemed to think that it might be 
hnagined, as, indeed, had been anticipated, that want of 
novelty was a disadvantage likely to render the confine- 
jnent of the officers more tedious than before at Melville 
Island ; but this, he says, was not the case ; the men liad 
always employment enoiu^ to prevent their being idle, 
though not, perhaps, sufficient to prevent unpleasant 
thoughts from occasiooaOy obtruding themselves ; but the 
officers also had mostly resources within themselves. 
With regard to them, he observes, that *'what with 
reading, writing, making and calculating obsenationH, o\)^ 
iserving the various natural phenomena, and ttiking tlie 
exercise necessary to preserve our health, uolxxly, I be- 
lieve, ever felt any symptoms of ennui during our coo- 
tinuance in winter qoiutars.** Ha adds : 
L 
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" Among the recreationfl which afforded the highest gradfr 
cation to several among us, I may mention the musical parties 
we were enabled to muster, and which assembled, on stated 
eyenings throughout the w^inter, alternately in Commander 
Lyon's cabin and in my own. More skillful amateurs in music 
might well have smiled at these, our humble concerts ; but it 
wiU not incline them to think less of the science they admire 
to be assured that, in these remote and desolate regions of the 
globe, it has often furnished us with the mostpleasurable sensa^ 
tions which oilr situation was capable of a£(ording ; for, inde- 
pendently of the mere gratification afibrded to the ear by music, 
there is, perhaps, scarcely a person in the world, really fond 
of it, in whose nund its sound is not more or less connected 
with * his fai'-distant home/ There are always some remem* 
brances which render them inseparable, and those associatioDS 
are not to be despised which, while we are engaged in the 
performance of our duty, can still occasionally transport us 
mto the social circle of our friends at home, m spite of the 
oceans that roll between us. 

" With our time thus occupied, our comforts so abundant; 
and the prospect to seaward so enlivening, it would indeed 
have been our own &ults had we felt any thmg but enjoyment 
in our present state, and the most lively hopes and ezpectip 
tions for the future."— P. 148. 

The first day of the new year is described as being a 
very severe one in the open air, the thermometer down 
to — 22°, and the wind blowing strong from the N.W., 
on which it may be observed, t^at the efiTect of a strong 
breeze on the fiselings, even in temperate climates, is 
well known, but at low temperatures it becomes painful 
and almost insupportable. " Thus," says Parry, " with 
the thermometer at — 55°, and no wind stirring, tiie 
hands may remain uncovered for ten minutes or a quar- 
ter of an hour without inconvenience ; while, with a 
fresh breeze, and the thermometer nearly as high as 
zero, few people can keep their hands exposed so long 
without considerable pain." By means of Sylvester's 
stove, however, and a judicious arrangement of the flues, 
no inconvenience was felt in the ships, even at the tem« 
perature of — 59°. 

During the cold month of January frequent opportu- 
nities occurred of making a variety of meteorological 
observations on the Aurora Boroalis, on parhelia, and 
poraselense, and, at the same time, Mr. Fisher was fully 
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•mplojed in observing the dip, varintion, luid ifwljiuition 
of the magiifttic needle. 'I^he electrometer was frequent* 
ly applied to the nuiMt-heai] chain, arnl the magnetic 
neecUe constant! v watched during all the appearance* 
of the Aurora ; but neither of these was on any one oe» 
aunon sensibly a/Tected. Franklin, it may \m <Amirf9df 
CD the shores of the I'olar Sen, fouml it otherwise. 

On the 1st of February a new source of novelty and 
amusement most unexpectedly presented itself in th«» 
mproach of some strange poof>lo toward the stiifis. But 
Parry must describe the interview. 

" On the moniing of th'; l«t of r«;bnjary it wan rtrprtrtnl to 
ne that a nuuj)i«;r of ntranfi*; ]Mnt)An wr^ro itnim Uf the Wfj*!* 
ward, coDiiii|( Ufwsird \}u9 nhifiM *fv<jr thn ir^, (Jn directing 
a glaas towanl them wo frptntl timm Ut Ym KM^uinmnx, ana 
silvo disoovercd mjmfs apif^Hrnncn of huU tm «}j/>m at the dis- 
tance of two mil^ from the «bi|M, m th« Mune dirr^cticsi. I 
Immediately set ont, swx:fftninuuiu\ liy CommftmW Lyon, aa 
tjfBeer fixnn each iihip, ami two of thn nvm, Ut ittf-M ffio na> 
Itves, who, to ihn wimlrtrr </f fiviv^wl'twrmty, wnrn drawn rip 
In a line abmast, anrJ iftill sulvHntJrtl nlrrwly Ufwurd i». As 
we appcoached nearer tber ntfiorl utilt, rcrrnaming m )teffnff, 
m a compact line, fnmi which thny d'vl wA mtfte fnr «ofne 
time after we reacb/^1 th^^rm. Nottiing rtmUi ear^oed fh^ 
qoiet and cvderly bebavKA' on thiA occ»«Km, whir.h preMmted 
a very striking crmtnuit with tht; wntty tUimfrhntfr f4 the natrves 
of HndsoD's Strait, Thtry a^rpearerl at a duitanAe Uf have 
a in their Viamli, but w^iat we harl taken ISr/r Ix^ws m 
} proved to f»e only a ferw blarleN r>f wlialeUme, which 

^^ had broaght eltJi^ir a* a riear^^HTmiMf or f jt t>arter, and 

wlneb we nnm^;rliat«:ly prj renamed (ftr a few fimall nails and 
bciidsr Hmne ttf the women, r^ whrmi there were three or 
har. as well a^ two children, in t^iiii party, having YmntUfmrn 
dmes on, which attracterl *nr atferttirm, tYiey Yiejran, t^r tmr 
Utter astoniAhraent ami comitemati/m, t^f «trip, thrm^h the 
Aerntometer ntnfifl at '23' Y>elf^w zero. We Aorm ff^intl, bow* 
ever^ that &ere waii nr>thias( a^» drearlfnl in thi* as we at first 
Isas^ned, evenr imllvifliM.] ftrriffna t>tem having fm a complete 
dm£le snit. flie wh<'>Ie w*rre o/ fleer ftkin, ami Irjokerl l*oth 
clean and comforrt^Me."— P. ]:,^. 

This party condncfed them^elve^i with great dec/#nimf 
and withont any apprehenai//n vi-^iMe on their conntiH 
Buncea or manner ; therefore, a^ soffO as an that they had 
to sefl had been purchased, a wish was eJipressad by 
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signs to accompany tliem to their huts. Tho descriptioo 
wliich tbUuws is curious and interesting : 

** Wheu it is romeinberLHl tluit these hubiuitious were fully 
within si^ht uf the tdiips, uud how lutuiy cyt^ were coutiuually 
on the louk-out among us tor any thing that could aflbrd variety 
or interest in our present situation, our suq>rise may in some 
degree be imaghuHl at finding an establishment of five hnti, 
with camiH^s, sltxlges, dogs, and above sixty men, women, and 
children, as regidarly, and to all api>earance as permanently 
fixed, as if they hail occupitnl the same snot ft)r the wholie 
winter. If the first view of the exterior ot this little village 
was such as to crt>ate astonishment, tliat feeling was in no 
small degree heiKhteneil on acoepthig the invitation soon 
^ven us to enter tiiese extnuinlinarj* houses, ui the construc- 
tion of which we obsen-eil that not a* single material xv-as used 
but snow and ice. After cn^eping thnnigh two low passages, 
having each its archtnl door-way, we came to a small circular 
apartment, of which the nwf was a perft»ct arched dome. 
From this three door-ways, also arched and of lara^er dimen- 
sions than the outer ones, UhI into as many inhabited apart- 
ments, one on each side, and the other fiiciug us as we en- 
tered. The interior of these prest»ntetl a scene no less novel 
than interesting. The women were seateil on the beds at 
the sides of the huts, each having her little fireplace, or lamp, 
with all her domestic utensils about her ; the children crept 
behind their mothers, and the dogs, except the female ones, 
which were indulged with a part of the beils, slunk out past 
us in dismay. The construction of this iiihabiteil part oTthe 
huts was similar to that of tlie outer apartment, Innng a dome 
formed by seiNirate blocks of enow, laid with great regularity 
and no small art, each being cut into tht) shaiie requisite to 
ibrm a substantial arch, from seven to eight feet high in the 
center, and having no support whatever but what this princi- 
ple of building supplied. 1 shall not here farther describe 
the i)eculiarities of these curious inlifices, remarking only that 
a cheerful and sufficient light was admitted to tliem by a cir- 
cular window of ice, neatly fitted into tlto roof of each apart- 
ment."— P. 106. 

When we reflect how many volumes have been writ- 
ten, how much discussion has taken place, how mnch 
learned conjecture on the uivontion and origin of tho 
arch, even in this later age, what merit are we prepared 
to bestow on one of the most rude, the most simi>le, and 
most isolated race of human beings that exist ? Nature, 
assisted perhaps by obser\'ation, has taught this peopio 
tile true principle and construction of the arch. 
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hU fiddler to exhibit upon the Hecl«*s deck, they daneed 
with the seaiueD for an hour, and then returned in hi^ 
glee and good hunoor to their huts. Another party took 
great del^ht in listening to the organ, and to any thing 
in the shape of music, singing, or dancing, of all which 
they appeared to be remarkably fond. 

The same party were asked To go through the pro- 
cess of building a snow-hut for the amusement and in- 
formation of the Europeans. *' From the quickness,*' 
says Pany, ** with which they completed this, our sur- 
prise at the sudden appearance of the Tillage ceased, as 
we now saw that two or three hours would be moro 
than sufficient to have completed the whole establish- 
ment just as we at first found it.'* The foOowing day 
a number of natives came on board, according to prom- 
ise, to rebuild the hut in a more substantial manner, and 
to put a plate of ice in the roof as a window, ^diich they 
did with great quickness as well as care, several of the 
women cheerfully assisting in the labor. The men 
seemed to take no small pride in showing in how expe- 
ditious and workmanlike a maimer they could perfiMrm 
this ; and the hut, with its outer passage, was soon com- 
pleted. But they extend the use of this transparent 
material applying that of frozen hommocs to other 
purposes. A sledge was required to cany a youth to 
some distance, and none at hand : 

" We fbond, however^ that a man. whom we had o b s er v ed 
for some time at work among the hommocs of ice upon tibe 
beach, had been employed in cattiiig oat of that abundaat 
material a neat and serviceable litde sledge. hoUovred like a 
bowl or tray out of a aolid block, and smoothly rounded at 
the bottom. ' The thong to which the dogs wore attached was 
secured to a groove cut round its upper edge ; and tiie young 
seal-catcher, seated in this simple vehicle, was dragged along 
with great convcuience and Ciimfort.*' — P. 206. 

Captain Parry being desurous of trying how far they 
might be disposed to part with their chUdren, proposed 
to buy a fine lad. named Toolooak, for the valuable con- 
sideration of a handsome butcher's knife. His fiitiieri 
apparently understanding the meaning, joyfully accepted 
the knife, and the boy set off in high spints, and at first 
assisted in drawing a sledge ; but beginning, by some 
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Imve been wvhed. Xo more could be nereMur to co pTi B i e 
those who ^^-itneMed it that these people mav jiutly lay eqml 
claim, with oarselve». to tbtwe common feehn^aof our Batnie; 
and having om-e satii^fied myself of this, I detenniaed nerer 
afain to excite in Toolooak's miml another diMgreeftUA aoh 
sation by talking to him on thiii subjecu** — P. 173, 17-1. 

Od an early visit to the hats, which was made by 
Parry, he found only women and childreii, the men 
having gone on a sealing excursion ; one of the former, 
namecl lligliuk, the mother of the lad Toolooak. favorfil 
him with a song, which, he says, gave proo6 of her 
** having a remariiably sotY voice, an exceHent ear, and 
a great^ fondness for singing. We had, on then* first 
visit to the ships, remarked this trtut in Iligliak's dbpo- 
sition when she was listening, for the first time, to the 
sound of the organ, of which she seemed never to hare 
enough, and almost every day she now began to dnphy 
some symptom of that superiority of understanding for 
which she was so remarkably distinguished/' 

This Esquimaux female was indeed a most extraor- 
dinary creature, and one that woukl have distingoiahed 
herself in any society, not merely by her musical en- 
Tings, for her whole soul appears to have been mtisic« 
but more by her untaught inteUectual powers. In her 
exhibition of the former quality, on various occasions, 
she is chargeable only with one of the two vices ^diich 
Horace brings against the whole tribe of singers in his 
day — omnibus ccuttoribus — so far from requiring to be 
coaxed, she was always most ready to sing ; but Panj 
says, *'*' there was scarcely any stopping her when ahe had 
once begun." A party of her countiywomen were one 
day on board, when, to amuse them, the httle band of 
flutes and riolins was struck up, and also some songs, 
with which they were all delighted. *• I feared," Parry 
says, **tbat some of them, especially Iligjiuk, woim 
have gone into fits with rapture when we introduced 
into our song some of their names mingled with our 
own." It was enough, we are tokl, for this interesting 
creature just to make the motion of turning the handle 
of the organ, which, conveying to her mind the idea of 
music, was always sure to put her immediately into 
high spirits. 
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length she had filled ten or tweke sheets, and had com- 
pletely lost si^t of Winter Island at the other end of 
the table. Two charts, one made by Ili^mk fcnr Com- 
mander Lyon, are given (in the Tolome) on a reduced 
scale ; and very extraordinary they are, contamingi 
though with much error, a general correct view of tfaa 
coast, and of its communication with the western eoast 
of the Polar Sea. Pany says : 

" Being extremely desirous of obtaining more certain infer- 
mation on this part of the subject, it occmred to me to attempt 
the thing with Iligliuk on a smaller scale, soch as might ena- 
ble her to keep in view, at the same time, eveiy part of the 
coast to be delineated. This attempt was also much &voied 
by our having lately obtained the Esquimaux words for the 
four cardinal points of the horizon, which were, therefore^ 
jnneviously laid down by lines on the chart Having, in addi- 
tion to this, delineated the usual portion of the coast, and 
made ILigliok ' box the compass' repeatedly, so as to render 
her quite familiar with the exact relative position of the lands 
we had laid down, we desired her to complete die rest, and 
to do it mikkce (small), when, -c^-ith a countenance of the moit 
grave attention and peculiar intelligence, she drew the coast 
of the continent beyond her own country, as lying nearly ncxdi 
from Winter Island. The most important part still remained, 
and it would have amused an unconcemea looker-on to have 
observed the anxiety and suspense depicted on the ooonte- 
nances of our part of the group tiU this was aocomplisbedy 
for never were the tracings of a pencil watched wim mors 
eager solicitude. Oar surprise and satisfaction may therefore, 
in some degree, be imaged wheri, without takmg it finm 
the paper, lligliak brought the continental coast short rcHmd 
to the westward, and afterward to the S.S.W., so as to come 
within three or four days* journey of Repulse Bay. The ooon- 
tiy thos situated upon the shores of the Western or Polar Sea 
is called AJkkooleey and is inhabited by numerous Esqmmaoz; 
and half way between that coast and Repolse Bay IHgliok 
drew a lake of considerable size, having small streams nm- 
ning from it to the sea on each side. To this lake her onon- 
trymen are annually in the habit of resorting during the sum- 
mer, and catch there larse fish of the salmon ki^^ while on 
the banks are found abundance of reindeer. To the westward 
of Akkoolee, as &r as they can see firom the hills, which she 
described as high ones, nothing can be distinguished bat one 
wide-extended sea. Being desirous of seeing whether Hig^ 
uk would interfere with Wager Rrrer, as we know it to ezM^ 
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Tery striking. Having, together with him» been three 
hours ou a sledge. Mr. Bushnan, who was of the partv, 
told Pcirrj- tliiit llidiiik hail scarcely taken her eyes off 
her husband's face the wliolo time, and seeuievl almost 
worn out with tatiffiio and anxietj-. Her husboiid took 
a dose of physic for the first time in his life, and not 
without great ihvad : " before he put tho cup to hisUps 
witli one hand, he held on by his wife with the other, 
and she by him with Ivth here, as though they expected 
an explosion. Iligliuk had one side of her hair loose* and 
now loosened the other also, fancying Okotook to be 
worse ; for even in this setjuesten^d comer of the globe 
disheveled locks besjieuk moiuruing.'* Hers, however. 
Parry says, was not the mere semblance of lerit^f* for she 
was really much distressed throughout the day. 

It is pleasing to dwell on these amiable traits of char- 
acter in one whom the world at lara^^ would set down, 
beius; an Esquimaux, as little, if it all removed from the 
ordinary race of savages ; and it is only from such a man 
as Parry and his associates that her virtues, and her un- 
accountable strength and clearness of understanding, could 
have been bi-ought out and duly appn»ciated. Would 
that, by making publicly known to the world this de- 
spised and persecuted race (for nothing short of per- 
secution could have driven them to take up their abode 
in these extreme parts of the glol)e, amid ice and snow, 
where worse than Cimmerian darkness dwells for half 
the year) — ^\^-ould that they might be kioked upon more 
generally than they an* as rational btMUgs, and treated 
accordingly. Theirs, it nuist be confessed, is a most 
cruel and wretched lot, for whom any peniianent relief 
appears to be hopeless, surrounded as they are in e?eiy 
part of the coast-land bounding the dreary Polar Sea — 
in Asia, Europe, and America — and driven as they are 
into by -creeks and comers, or what is still worse, by the 
savage Indians of the northern jwrts of America, to the 
ver>' shores of that sea — the Ultima Thule of all civili- 
zation — what hope, then, is there that any change or 
any exertion of hinnano and well-disposed communities 
can atlbrd them relief from a state of perpetual oppres- 
sion, miseiy, and stan-ation ? 

At the same thne that Parry dwells with pleasure on 
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mation &r above her compoiuons : ami I often beazd ocben 
express, what I coald not bat agree in. that &>r niglink alMue. 
of all the El^nimaax womeo. that kixid of i«^i«v*t wuald be 
entertained which madedtr in a &?male never IkiU Xo aho- 
mami in oar sex. Thas re^^arded. she had alwavs been free- 
ly admitted into the ships, the ixoarter^nasters at th« sasprar 
never thinking of retiiismg entrance to the * wise woisan.* u 
they called her. Whenever any explanation wa» neoMiHunr 
between the Csqaimaax and us. IligUuk wa5 sent finr. qnito 
as an interpreter; inlbrmation was chiedy obtained dizwixh 
her. and she thas tband herself rising into a degree of coode- 
qoence to which, bat fi^r as. she could never Have attained. 
It may not. therefore, be wondered at if' she became fiddr 
with &er exaltation, aseuming airs which, though infinitely di- 
versified in their operation, "according to cinrumstanceik 'per- 
hap6 univen$allv attend a too sudden accesiiioa of good iir* 
tone in every child of Adam from the Equator to me P«^es». 
The consequence was. Ili^liak ^-as soon spoiled : «nuidered 
her admission into the ships, and mo«t of the cabins, no lon- 
ger as an indulgence, but a right : ceased to retom ^e slight- 
est acknowledgment for any kindness or presents; became 
listless and inattentive in unraveling the meaning of our ques- 
tions, and careless whether her answers conveyed the infor- 
mation we desired. In short. Iligliuk in February and Ui- 
gliuk in April were confessedly very different persons ; and it 
was at last amusing to recollect, though not verv easy to per* 
suade one's self, that the woman who now sat demurelv m a 
chair, so confidently expectuij; the notice of those arvan^ her, 
and she who had at first, with ea^rer and wild delij^fat, asevt- 
ed in cutting snow for the building of a hut. aikt vrith tiie 
hope of obtaiuin? a single needle, were actually one and die 
same individuaL*' — P. •219. *2e0. 

Iligliuk was nnquestionably altered and spoiled, and to 
Captain Parry and his associates was owing the meta- 
morphosis : but it was a natural consequence, and could 
not be otherwise : nor does the change in her conduct 
detract in any degree from that quiet, orderly, and cheer- 
ful behavior' which prevailed almost unrrersally among 
the tribe to which she belonged. 

Of the peculiar habits, the disposition, the general char- 
acter, the resources and employments, and the state of 
society among these poor creatures, doomed to consume 
their lives in this country, the most dreary* and dismal, 
perhaps, in the whole w'orid. Parry has given a full ac- 
count in his concluding chapter. Here, howerer, Xbm 
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having been turned np, that no article might be left befaiBd. 
Even the bare walls, whose original color was scarcely per- 
ceptible for lampblack, blood, ^id other filth, were not left 
perfect, large holes ha\'ing been made in the sides and roo£i 
for the convenience of handing oat the goods and chattels. 
The sight of a deserted habitation is at all times raVwIatfid 
to excite in the mind a sensation of dreariness and desolatian, 
especially when we have latelv seen it filled with cheerfid 
inliabitants ; but the feeling is even heightened lalfaer than 
diminished when a small portion of these inhabitants remain 
behind to endure the wretchedness which such a scene ex- 
hibits. This was now the case at the village, where, though 
the remaining tenants of each hut had combined to oocapy 
one of the apartments, a great part of the bed-places were 
still bare, and the \s'ind and drift blo\^-ing in through the 
holes which they had not vet taken the trouble to stop np. 
The old man Hikkeiera and his wife occupied a hat br them- 
selves, without any lamp or a single ounce of meat bel<mging 
to them ; while three small skins, on which the ftNrmer was 
lying, were all that they possessed in the way of Uankets. 
Upon the whole, I never beheld a more nuserable spectacle, 
and it seemed a charity to hope that a violent and constant 
cou^h \^-ith which the old man was afflicted would speedij^ 
conil)ine with his age and infirmities to release him m>m his 
present sufferings. Yet in the midst of all this he wus even 
cheerful, nor wns there a sloomy countenance to be seen at 
the village."-— P. 201, 203.^ 

There is something very extraordinaiy, as it would 
appear, in the physical constitution of these people. At 
this moment, when in want of every kind of subsistence, 
and kept ahve by the distribution of bread-dust, on m 
hint from the commander that he wished the females 
to let him witness some of their games, the proposal was 
scarcely made before every female that was left in the 
village, not excepting even the oldest of them, joined in 
the performance of singing and in never-ceasing merri- 
ment and laughter. " Neither the want of food and fu- 
el, nor the uncertain prospect of obtaining any that ni^t, 
were sufficient to deprive these poor creatures of that 
cheerfulness and good humor which it seems at all times 
their peculiar happiness to enjoy." Their hilarity was 
not disturbed this night, for positive inteUigence arrived 
frt)m the ice that two wahnses had been taken. ** If," 
says Parry, "the women were only cheerful before, 
they were now abs 4utely frantic." 
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and ultimately- set them on fire, so that it became reqairito 
for people to attend with buckets of water. The preanirB 
was at length too powerful for resistance, and the stream o^ 
ble, with two six and one five inch hawsers, went at the saiDA 
moment. Three others soon followed. The sea was too fbU 
of ice to allow the ship to drive, and the only way by whidi 
she could yield to the enormous weight which oppressed her 
was by leaning over the land-ice, while her stem, at the saiDA 
time, was entirely lifted more than five feet out of the water. 
The lower deck beams now complained very much, and the 
whole frame of the ship underwent a trial which woold ba?« 
proved fatal to any less strengthened vessel. At this moment 
the rudder was unhung with a sudden jerk, which broke op 
the rudder case and struck the driver boom with great foroe. 
In this state I made known our situation by telegraph, at I 
clearly saw that, in the event of another floe backmg the one 
which lifted us, the ship must inevitably turn over, or part m 
midships. The pressure which had been so dangerous at 
length proved our friend, for by its increasing weight thefbe 
on which we were borne burst upward, unable to resist iti 
force. The ship righted, and, a small slack opening in tbe 
water, drove several miles to the southward before she coald 
be again secured to get the rudder hung; circomstBiiOM 
much to be regretted at the moment, as our people had been 
employed with but little intermission for three days and 
nights, attendmg to the safety of the ship in this dazigeioiis 
tideway."— P. 258. 

The Fury had almost as narrow an escape aa tfa» 
Hecla. The next day the Fury for an hour or two wai 
continuaUy grazed, and sometimes heeled over, by a de^ 
gree of pressure which, under other circnmataDcef, 
would not have been a moderate one. 

** A little before noon, a heavy floe, some miles in lenglb« 
being probably a part of that lately detached fi:t>m the shores 
came driving down fast toward us, giving us serionB reason 
to apprehena some more fatal catastrophe than any we had 
yet encountered. In a few minutes it came in contact, at dui 
rate of a mile and a half an hour, with a point of the land-ioe 
left the preceding night by its owm separation, breaking it vp 
with a tremendous crash, and forcing numberless immenn 
masses, perhaps many tons in weight, to the height of fifty or 
sixty feet, from whence they again rolled down on the inner 
or land side, and were quickly succeeded by a finesh supply. 
While we were obliged to be ouiet spectators of this mal 
but terrific sight, bemg within nye or six hondred yaraa of 
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tance down the bank, suddenly came apon the piincinil fiJl, 
of whose magnificence I am at a loss to give any adeqaate 
description. At the head of the fall, or where it oommences 
its principal descent, the river is contracted to about one 
hundred and fifty feet in breadth, the channel bein^ hol- 
lowed out through a solid rock of gneiss. After telUng 
about fifteen feet, at an angle of 30^ with a vertical line, the 
width of the stream is still narrowed to about for^ yards, 
and then, as if mustering its whole force previous to its final 
descent, is precipitated in one vast continuous sheet of water 
almost perpendicularly for ninety feet more. So nearly, in- 
deed, is the rock perpendicular, that we were enabled to let 
down a sounding lead and line for the purpose of measuring 
its actual height, while a man descended Gcom crag to cra^ 
with a second line attached to him, to see when the lead 
touched the water below. The dashing of the water finom 
such a height produced the usual accompaniment of a cloud 
of spray, broad columns of which were constantly forced up, 
like the successive rushes of smoke from a vast ramace, and 
on this, near the top, a vivid iris or rainbow was occasion- 
ally formed by the bright rays of an unclouded sun. * The 
roaring of the mountam-cataract,' which constitutes a pnn- 
cipal feature of the sublime in scenery of this magnincent 
nature, was here almost deafening ; and as we were able to 
approach the head of the fall even so close as a single yard, 
the very rock seemed to suffer a concussion under our feet 
The basin that receives the water at the foot of the fall is 
nearly of a circular form, and about four hundred yards in 
diameter, being rather wider than the river inomediately 
below it. The fall is about three quarters of a mile above 
our landing-place, or two miles and a quarter from the en- 
trance of the river. After remaining nearly an hour, fixed, 
as it were, to the spot by the novelty and magnificence of the 
scene before us, we continued our walk upward along the 
banks, and, after passing the two smaller cataracts, found the 
river again increased in width to above two hundred yards, 
"winding in the most romantic manner imaginable among the 
hiUs, and preserving a smooth and unruffled surface for a dis- 
tance of three or four miles that we traced it to the southwest 
above the fall. What added extremely to the beauty of this 
picturesque river, which Commander Lyon and myself named 
after our mutual friend, Mr. Barrow, secretary to the Admi- 
ralty, was the richness of the vegetation on its banks, the en- 
livening brilliancy of a cloudless sky, and the animation ^v- 
en to the scene by several reindeer that were grazing beside 
the stream."— P. 264, 265. 
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Retoming on board, ther fouud & erniui: ¥ouXu*^ny 
breeze to have driven the ice of. IruiL tii*- <?iJOi» . uti</rc«- 
ing an open channel betweeL tii*- tr^ uuc :ii' lauc o iw* 
less than nine miles ia widii:. I'l tlll^ iii*"\ ifrxp-^—fif^ 
and passed several heudiaudfe. u «rii'.-i. o: \v*iici tii^i 
gave a name. Sui-h wh^ ru^ advautai'*- tr 4. jar wjw 
and open ¥rater. that- as Parrv «;>:. - «. u^r ^^^^i ^^^. 
vored with an unobstnicied rui. u: iir'v mn^- a* ^-^--ij' 
of no trifling importauc*- il :ih* ;*-ciiiiu- dui aur-nuu 
navigation.** The greu: iu't**}!.-** il \u- li'.in::*^' .j mjio- 
horses confirmed the navii:HU»'> 11. iij* i*^ii- ^n-s t:*^* 
^rere now approach il:; •i.iiir.i"K*- lu*- '.'kmj:— ■•■ ■: ::iiu». 
in the neighborhowJ of wni'-i. -.u* air ii— '.-•MiiUiUjiuii" 
had frequently r#'pi"e>eu:»-d tii»'ii. a> auuu'jair. ^k^ tu»-,^ 
proceeded, these wairu>e> i*er-aiu*- imi'*- au' iiiwr* uu- 
merons everr hour, hiiji: iij it:-;:*- nt-r * upui tti* ii^^m* 
pieces of drift-ice. huQdi»-c riu^* u- aui im!:;; uit-n. •mri 
other, in separaie dn^es tr ir.nL 'w-nt- ;i ::ii»^; tm 
whole number near the UJal^ l»hilic pruuiii';^ a^jj: :%fci 
hundred. 

On the IGth a creat deal o^' hiiiL iuuc wji- i»«uu;;u* 11 
sight to the northward and eajTwarc. vui*.!. 01 iu» firs: 
inspection of the L«>uuiujaux cuan^. wa- Q»-'-ifj#-c k- i^ 
that large portiou berwt-ei. wnifL auc tu* •■••:i:ii>»'ut tuy 
the promised strait, tiia: wa> 10 i»'aL tij*- *'1iiik' ;< tiiir 
westward into the Pt»iar ."Mm. >t' iar al. v cl" r-^d'.iKlw.- 
torr : "but. after saiiiiis: a lew luiJe^ ia'".ije». i: l^ luipufr- 
sible to describe our disu;>iit»ui:iiieu: and mtinti'jutiOL ol 
perceiving an uubrok^-L cnee: of j*.*- ex:**nQiij^ '-tiiupl«fi«^ 
hr across the sujifHised paw<ai:e. i'rvw one iaud ic the 
other.** Here they were iyined dv i»evera: Laquunaux. 
but none of their oid friendi. wij«j na'j nu: y**: iirn\*-: a: 
any of their stations. Tiie^* ub:amec inuLi tij«: ll»'\^ 'Mj^-h. 
ho'weTer. one very iuterestint: j»ie'j«- o!iuiur!im*.i'»:-. uaiufc- 
ly. that it was Igloulik ou w!ii« i. :u*'\ w*-i- mtw amur 
to land, and wLJcL they kn^-w 1ri.»!u tij»Mr W'mvf-Uii::!' 
friends, liigliuk in pariiruinr. va> ij#-ar \\- :ii» "^''tii: Tiiii: 
was to conduct rL em imt- :bt P»i?:* Si-a. Ji. •::!* u^-ijzu- 
bc»rhoodwere numH^^u^ LMra!iriai!\ o* tii<r s^u'-Jt tri'-ud- 
)y and cheerful chariiri*'! si- ::ji.»>**- m^" Wmi.-- ^.om^:.. 'ju: 
ap;*arentJy somewLa: i^*^«^ m:*:'ll*:*c:ual. Pa^'ry u -^v. n-.tw- 
evefthad but ooe greftt ouject at hearL wliicii wa& lu or 
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tempt the navigation of the strait. The ships made sev- 
eral ineffectual endeavors ; but the whole entrance, up 
to the narrowest part, was so blocked up with old ice not 
likely to remove, and the middle of August having ar- 
rived, he determined at least to satisfy his mind as to its 
communication with the Polar Sea. 

It will readily be believed that " every hour's delay 
added an indescribable weight to his anxiety ;" and ** stop- 
ped,'* he says, " as we had now been, at the very thresh- 
old of the Northwest Passage for nearly four weeks, 
without advancing twice as many miles to the westward, 
suspense at such a crisis was scarcely the less painful 
because we knew it to be inevitable." He therefore de- 
termined on attempting a journey to the westward, en- 
deavoring first to reach some of the islands lying in that 
direction, and by passing from one to the other, at length 
to gain the main land, from whence it might not, per- 
haps, be difficult to travel to the strait itself, and ** thus 
to end every doubt as well as every conjecture respect- 
ing it." 

Accordingly, on the 14th of August he set out, on the 
17th crossed the Bouverie Islands, and on the following 
day arrived at a peninsula, which he examined, and pro- 
ceeded to its extreme northern point, which was found 
to overlook the narrowest part of the desired strait, of 
which he gives the following brief account : 

'^ The strait lay immediately below us, in about an east and 
west direction, being two miles in width, apparently very 
deep, and with a tide or current of at least two knots, setting 
the loose ice through to the eastward. Beyond us, to the 
west, the shores again separated to the distance of several 
leagues, and for more than three points of the compass in that 
direction no land could be seen to the utmost limits of a clear 
horizon, except one island six or seven miles distant. Over 
this we could entertain no doubt of having discovered the 
Polar Sea ; and, loaded as it was with ice, we already felt as 
if we were on the point of forcing our way through it along 
the northern shores of America. 

" After dispatchmg one of our party to the foot of the point 
for some of the sea water, which was found extremely salt to 
the taste, we hailed the interesting event of the morning by 
three hearty cheers, and by a smsul extra allowance of grog 
to our people, to drink a safe and speedy passage through the 
channel just discovered, which I ventured to name, by antb 
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ipatioii, ike Strait of tk^ F%ry amd H*T'jt. Huratr vaOc %. 
pile of «toiie« on the pr9a»:-V. ry. irLiii- !"-.«, a \zr,^iijm. 
-with respect to the^coatfi/ei^'.? Jtjzi'^r.'*^ I 'jd^i Cs;- .V.-r*^ 
ea»/, we walked beck to cnr vrj: \z»l li^rvz^ ^:*-*»r ub- zj, 
for the sake of ipneater ei::*£«Ih: .e_ -.^*n irt^: ttb . m>rt '^rt-^ui. 
and, after re*tinz a few Li'cr*. s^r :*=: t: : r M -.n. :nr re- 
turn."— P. 312- ' 

This little jouraeT pr?T*-f K:::2«?ftir::'^ w fv w c 
went; it gare to Parry a p^r«r.«:a; ^if-rm -y ttj* irrTrfL 
and satisfie^l him tItut h* w^:*^ wn* -iiar .r i:* ?-?*_ i-ic 
as the northeast poirr: zt-.-zl wij«.-_ -j* «••■• ^ iy^Ltt tu^ 
eastern entrance f.-zjj zr-y-L, tz.*- ^sjrz, w.ir / tij- <-^-^r, 
and he deemed it 9;TZ*riyr\r. rlar, s.*r.^r*^\\.i ui:*^ 'T r 
should be known, b.* r:<«£ ::i*-t*--:L-»t irv.»--l^r7 li "2* 
coarse of a wec-k f--.<S, w-jlt. i l^r: zr.r^'jMi*-.— ^ :•'>*«* 
allowed the ship* to ':* Srr*»r»-: ••..•ji-r tl v.*«r.iit- afia in 
the strait. Bt ke^^JCLz :<. "tj: '*xjrJL .^ ••.•a:a#r-x*L sut*^ 
and passing akxiz '-j ^- *^ X .•r:!!**^: wrma •▼ i \r iir*^ 
hondred yards of tb* n<4.*- 'r:!*^ •:*u-.-.*-<h<. wni ttj* 
assistance of tfa« "x-^rs iii*flr:- n c»^-k^ 'vr.i\.sr. Vj^ ub*- 
row channeL T^*r >^ir-L '.r -nu.-* ar— .»▼ -^ :■«- i' ::* 
strait is said to err^^-f i.-r.»s: Tir** rji#f^f n T!/» ar^-r^n 
of west by north : s » i**^ tw-. c.ift* ir-^*^ nut *-*^.» 
its width the wfeoi^? wty -^rinri "^mr lar-.^v ;jBr 7 » t 
considerable is^busdA trr^.-sr t-vir t: i-j* -eu?: '.••ir. te:r.#--r 
by Parry OrnofxA \zxi Lizrj-r, i^nit^j:.- -... » .l-Vj-^ 
point on die fonsKr ctT winr.t- v-nir ^'^^7 r.*-^!*?^ u 
Cape Northeast. ^TTTT.^ rifr ;r.«^-j»-i -»j.zr Y zui -jk— •» 
entrance, to whirh Ptrry t^^^^c^z -ju^ isvsw y '. -^^ 
Ossoiy. The riiZHw ir-*w*-»*^ w»-^ •r^.»i n%n*>f^. tw 
apparently permsoKj; k*; r.irgr^ '-. iii^ «:««>* tf' ::«« 
aboFe-mentMoed Miaai4 «:u: -.r ri*^ v^^rr.M'^ir • «^. 
thus," says Parry. -<tf>r i '■'Ltrj.n* 0-3*7 .» - -• » -*i»» 
at the eastern ettoia^.tt iif "ij*- «f.-iir, ttuz «• < -.rr-i- • :#m 
we had every reasr/a V/ krx*r r/jir '*«-;:•> 'r-j-.n^t urx-- 
erto tardy in h«r tzfaiL r„**--;.:r..r, .r t-j- r» ite* ^ 
length miie an ei5.?t V. '•.-'.•=js»K''-r r. ::#: »' Ir.-: .'ir- .'^ j 
ress once more rm^J*^ '.7 i -.«.'^#— .»' 'iii^ r-» ..»- '.- 
tinuoos. impenetrarift. ttiC ir.*-,*?;*"-^ '--i? :i-^ *••■.: 

Hopeless as it w%» rLt:: "iitr-: la.r* .-.mr! .»■ *■.».• 'x 
concerned the wfrf^f^ZAr^jk \< -.'^ -r.-,^-!ir.iin. .» ••' :-? 
the month of Ane^nt w» -urfs t* ^yi^n^. ? »r?7 — .^ '^ 
eAj detemmwd'tiMl li'dwnift flifiniit i#s 'wr^Jdii-L ik 
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weU as that every information should be gained, as to llie 
length of the strait, and the extent of the fixed ice there- 
in. For this purpose, three exploring parties were sent 
out in different directions ; that for deciding the point in 
question consisted of Mr. Bushnan with tlu*ee men, un- 
der the orders of Lieutenant Keid, who was instructed 
to proceed along the northern coast of the strait to the 
westward, to gain as much information as possible re- 
specting the termination of the strait, and to return to 
the ships in four days. By his report it appears that, 
by an observation on the second day of his journey, the 
latitude he reached was 70° 00' 05", and that from this 
point he could perceive that the opposite or main-land 
(that is, the south shore of the strait) gradually trended 
to the southward, leaving a broad entrance into the west- 
ern sea. He says : " The weather being clear, afiforded 
us an extensive prospect to the westward, and we could 
now perceive that a bluH' near the north shore, which 
had before appeared insular, formed, in reality, the north- 
ern point of the entrance, and I named it Cape HaJlow- 
elU out of respect to Vice-admiral Sir Benjamin HaUow- 
ell.'* To a fine bay on the Cockbum- Island shore (the 
north) he gave the name of Autridge, and to an inlet in 
the same land that of White ; and he concludes this part 
of his report by saying that " the opening of the strait 
into the Polar Sea was now so decided, that I consider- 
ed the principal object of my journey accomplished.'* 
It would have been more satisfactory if Mr. Reid had 
been a little more circumstantial in his observation on the 
two western points of the strait; that which is named 
Englefield on the chart, but by whose authority does 
not appear, is not mentioned as a cape, gradually trend- 
ing to the southward, and leaving a broiul entrance into 
the Western Sea. It may hardly be necessaiy to ob- 
serve that a point of land seen obliquely from a distance 
of twenty or thirty miles must be very unsatisfactorily 
laid down on paper. The width between the two shores 
opening into the sea appears to be about six or seven 
miles, which, compared with its length of sixty miles, 
can scarcely be called a ** magnificeut passage." Its ca- 
pacity, however, notwithstanding the obstructing islands, 
may be amply sufficient to admit a passage into the Po- 
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br Sea for ship* of a modento size, thon^ H ia pretty 
certain fliat; no ship will ever attempt it, not merely on 
account of the ice with which it appears to be perma- 
nentiy Mocked up, hot also of the perpetual cmrent set- 
ting down it, occasioning sach a tamoltaoos swefl and 
' disturbance among the ice as must render it still more 
dangerous for ships to anchor in any part near the east- 
ern mouth of the strait. 

The 24th of September having now arrived. Parry 
ccmsidered it no longer safe to venture the ships to re- 
main in this sea, their situation being one of almost con- 
stant and unavoidable danger. He determined, Uiere- 
fore, to run over to Igloolik in search of winter quarten, 
which was accomplished, though not without imminent 
dauDger to both ships. The situation was not very favor- 
aUe for passing the winter in, but, by cutting a canal in 
the ice as usual, they were placed in security. The 
whole length of this canal was 4343 feet ; the thickness 
of the ice in the level and regular parts from 12 to 14 
inches, but in many places where a separation had oc- 
curred it amounted to several feet. ** I can not," says 
Parry, ** sufficiently do justice to the cheerful alacrity 
with which the men continued this laborious work dur- 
ing thirteen days, the thermometer being frequently at 
zero^ and once as low as — 9° in that interval. 

Being now established in winter quarters for the sec- 
ond time in the present voyage, Panry^s thoughts were 
natmally employed in considering what farther steps 
should be pursued, and what expedient he should have 
recoorse to on their liberation from the ice some ten or 
eleren months hence. His resolute and enterprising 
character was not likely to be satisfied with the little 
progress that had been made in the discovery of a north- 
west passage, which was the main object of the voyage. 
The measure he contemplated appears to have been a 
bcdd one, and one which, situated as the ships were, 
could not possibly have been attended with any advan- 
tage to that object, and would, to a certainty, have been 
productive of fatal results to himself and the whole crew ; 
but let him speak for himself: 

" Flattering as our prospects appeared at the commence- 
joukt of ^ past summer, our efforts had certainly not been 
10 N 
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attended with a proportioiiate degree of saoceaSy and litdo Mft- 
is^tion remained to us at the close of the season bat the ocm- 
Bciousness of having left no means -within our reach untried 
that could in any way promote our objecL It required, in- 
deed, but a single glance at the chart to perceive toat what* 
ever the last summer's navigation had added to our seognph- 
ical knowledge of the eastern coast of America and its aajBr 
cent lands, very little had in reality been effected in farther- 
ance of the Northwest Passage. Even the actual discovery 
of the desired opening into the Polar Sea had been of no prac- 
tical benefit in the prosecution of our enterprise ; fin: we had 
only discovered this channel to find it impassable, and to see 
the barriers of nature impenetrably closed against us, to the 
utmost limit of the navigable season. 

" Viewing the matter in this light, it appeared to resolve 
itself into the single question, by what means the resources 
of the expedition could possibly be extended beyond Uie pe- 
riod to which they were at present calculated to last, namdy, 
the close of the year 1824. Only one expedient suggested 
itself by which that ol^ect could be attained, and this I deter- 
mined to adopt, should no unforeseen occurrence arise to pre- 
vent it. It was, to send the Hecla to England in the fi^w- 
ing season, taking from her a twelvemonth's provisions and 
fuel to complete the Fury's resources to the end of die year 
1825, and then continuing our efforts in that ship singly as 
long as a reasonable hope remained of our ultimate success. 
One or two collateral advantages occurred to me as ISkelj to 
be derived from this plan, the first of which was the oppor- 
tunity thus afforded of transmitting to the Lords Commissioii- 
ers of the Admiralty a fiill account of our past proceedinn 
and present situation and intentions, whereby, peraaps, nrai^ 
needless anxiety on our account might be prevented. It 
would also, as I hoped, allow their lordships the option of 
making any alteration which they might now deem requisite 
in the arrangements pointed out m my instructions respecting 
the ship to be sent to meet us near Behring's Strait, for whicn 
the orders might not, perhaps, leave England before the arri- 
val of the Hecla there in the autumn of 1823. These were, 
however, minor and less important considerations ; my prin- 
cipal object and determination being to persevere, to the ut- 
most extent of our resources, in the prosecution of the enter- 
prise with which I had the honor to be charged. Having 
suggested this expedient to Captain Lyon, I hiul much satis- 
&ction in finding his opinion entirely coincide with my own, 
and without at present mentioning it to the other individuals 
belon^g to the expedition, we continued to consult together 
from tmie to time during the winter conceming Ae aixaage- 
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I it would be leqoiflto to mikD fe coBaHBeing tfas €e»- 
■1 of oar plan in ifae ooazw of die fiAowing i|nig.^^ 
P. 372-374. 

One of die fintopentioiifwaftlobiiildawelof eDcnr 
twehe feet liigb loond the Fmy, and tt die diilBDc 
twenty yaids from her, *^ fenmng a ki^ge aqoaiv, 
that flif a ftrm-yaid,^ by which not only was die j 
diift kept out, but a good iheilcvBd waft waa i 
agUMt eieiy wind. The Fury and die Heda wane 
aepaiated oa aceonnt of the ha^ hoByn a ra of ice. 

''^le dirtmee between die two ihrpa, ^^'"vfkt va/t eac^ a> 
to p iefe nt oonstant iiiteaujui ie, wba ue^alhelmft too ^nat to 
allow of oar ou i i linning the ifaeotrinJ mlii l i i iiiii ai^ Iw 
wfaidi onr fctmer winten bad been iwiMliiiriJj ealinBnX 
Thb was, howerer, the lev l e qiue te, and, indaec 
anneoeMuy, on aoooont of oar nwgiiliutlMmd to ihe ] 
maoXf whose daihr TiBii to die ifaips throat 
aSbraed both to 4mkm% and men a nmd of € 
and iiefi4i fcihng auiuiw.ini act, which no raaimeaof i 
enald pondblj' havv nniidbed. Oar 
too well aware of die adrnlBee 
fldwoliBOttobei 
enffdmgly took plarc i 

die^ were ^ad to c umiaa e dm m tktir ereninf ' 
dnmg dto aa, aaeqnding month* ^ — P. 377-378. 

Li die BMBtioa of Ifae Eaqnimaiis, aoaae af wboB. |t 
appaBia» had come from Aantiokekt 
were«anyoftfae<^au niaima yceaofW«twJ 
t have bees ezpeeted that ttidhik wo 
the int and IbranMHt: bnt, fCnoffe m it i 
die name eren of 
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Toofeoak, the ion of Iligpak, who m nrpmu^dfy usmh 
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own exertions : a g^irdle which she constantly wears, as 
a proud trophy of her son's exploits ; and," he adds, 
" there ai-e few motliers, indeed, who might not bo 
proud of such a son as Toolooak, who, on longer ac- 
quaintance, quite maintained his former character, of 
possessing many excellent qualities both of head and 
heart." Poor Iligliuk ! a name appearing to be no lon- 
ger remembered but as Toolooak's mother ; but Parry 
no doubt meant to say that Toolooak wore the girdle, 
"which was worn {usually) round the waist of his 
mother." But enough for the present of the Esqui- 
maux. 

The appearance of scurvy in some slight but uneqoiT- 
ocal symptoms could scarcely be a subject of wonder, 
considering the length of tune the ships' crews had no 
other dependence than upon their own resources, unas- 
sisted as they had been by any supply of fresh anti- 
scorbutic plants or other vegetables, a case unparal- 
leled in the annals of navigation. The month of August 
had commenced, when, as Parry observes, " incredible 
as it may appear, the ships were as securely confined 
in the ice as in the middle of wnnter, except that a pod 
of water about twice their own length in diameter was 
now open around them. 1 determined, therefore," he 
adds, " notwithstanding the apparent hopelessness of 
sawing our way through four or five miles of ice, to be- 
gin that laborious process." By the 6th of August 
about four hundred yards of ice were sawn through and 
floated out, leaving now a broad canal eleven hundred 
yards in length. Through diis, and by the disruption 
of the floe, the Fury was liberated and floated into open 
water on the 8th of August, and on the 12th was fol- 
lowed by the Hecla. Parry, now that the ships were 
once more afloat, began to reflect on what he had pro- 
posed to do on the return of smnmer. 

" When the lateness of the season to which the ships had 
now been detaiued iu the ice is considered, with reference to 
the probability of the Fury's effectiug any thing of importance 
during the short remainder of the present summer, it will not 
be wondered at that, coupling this consideration with that of 
the health of my officers and men, I began to entertain doabts 
whether it would still be prudent to adopt the intended i 
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and Hecla, and that it is not until that period that ycra 
will be enabled to re-examine its western entrance.*' 
And he wisely concludes by advising that the Fury and 
Hecla return to England together, which Pany u 
wisely accepts. ** Under such circumstance8,'*he sayi, 
** I no longer considered it prudent or justifiable, upon 
the slender chance of eventual success now before ns, 
to risk the safety of the officers and men committed 
to my charge, and whom it was now my first wish to 
reconduct in good health to their countiy and their 
friends." 

Having come to this decision, and harine extricated 
the ships from thenr confinement, on the 12m of Ausiut 
they stood out to the eastward, and finally took tneir 
departure from Igloolik. The current rapidly hurried 
them to the souSiward, thenr drift being twrnity-eoe 
miles in twenty-four hours, though closely beset, and 
without a single pool of water in sight the whole time. 
At one place the ships were whirled round a headluid 
at the rate of two or three knots an hour. After pass- 
ing the Barrow River, they were drifted out nine or 
ten miles from the ]and, the influence of this river hariag 
probably thus set them out. On the 30th they were 
close to Winter Island. 

" Thus had we," says Parry, " in a most wingnlar manner, 
once more arrived at our old winter quarters, with scaicelr a 
single BQCcessfid exertion on our parts toward effiscting tuat 
object The distance firom Ooglit to onr present station was 
about one hundred and sixty imles along the coast. Of this 
we had never tailed above forty, the rest of the distance 
having been accomplished, while we were immovably beset^ 
by mere drifting. The interval thus employed having been 
barely eight da^s, gives an average drift to ue soathward of 
above fifteen miles per day,"— P. 478, 

Being set fast in the ice in proceeding to the sondi- 
ward, a strong westerly breeze on the 17th of Septem- 
ber aUowed them to shape their course for the IMnily 
Islands in a perfectly open sea. From hence they ran 
down Hudson^s Strait without meeting with any ob- 
struction, and on the 10th of October entered the harbor 
of Bressay Sound in Lerwick, where they enjoyed the 
*' first trace of civilized man that they had seen for 
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sevan-ind-twebfy niMillit.^ The kadiieM whidi ihmjf 
reoeired tern diese poor but hocpitaUe people ie thiM 
fedingly datcribed: 

'' I feel it utteiij impoMible adequately to ezproii iIm kind- 
neas and attention we received fiir the tnree or Ipur deya tliat 
we were detained in Breasay Soond by a oeatinuaooe id ua- 
faTonble winda. On. the firat inlurmaliun of pur arrival tba 
bells of Lerwick were set rin^;in^ tbe "i^t^KWyw^ flpfkftd 
fiom ereiy part of the oounizy to exprew tUeir jo^ at our nn^ 
eiqpected retnm, and the town was at ai^t ill ii in mated, aa if 
each individual had a brother or a sou amonir un. Oti tbo 
12tb, being Sondajr, the officers and men of Vuth flhijM.a:^ 
tended diiine Mrvice on ehore, when the worthy wriiiirter^ 
lSbe Beverend Mr. Henneft, who was before well known te 
many among w, offered op, in the most aolenuiaBd inpnMMve 
manner, a ttttnkigiving ix wa tale return, at the Mime time 
calling noon at, with great earaestneta, never to forget wfaii 
we owea to Him who had been * about our path eud aboeC 
onr bed, and who ^netli out all our wayiL^ The peculiarity 
<£ the drcumitancea under which we had ynutBd iLe eougra* 
gation, dv wanntfa of feeling exhibitbd ujf evm ytrmm^ aa- 
aemUed within die aacred walla, together with tue aflectioi^ 
ate energy of die preacher, combined to pfoduce an eftct oC 
wfaicli wordf can convey but little klea, but which will not 
eamty be eSaced fiom tne ndndi of thoae who weie proiMit 
on tma afieeting oocaakm.** — ^P. 48€. 

On the 18th Captain Pany armed at tlie Admiral^, 
flnd tlie ahipe were paid off eo tlie 16th of Norember* 

On kM^ung fa^ck at the horrible narigatioB from tfa» 
entruiee of Hudson** Stnit to Winter lahod, through 
Middfeton's Frozen Stnit, along die eoaat of the land 
vrhieh eeparates Prince Regent** Inlet from Foz'a Chaii- 
nel, and the same viHanona kind of narigBtioD along the 
eame coast from Winter Island to Igbolik, near the 
month of the Fniy and Hecla Strait, there does not 
appear to be the slightest encoiuagement ever to send 
another ship to that quarter, even had the narigation of 
that strait been ahrajs open, safe, and ccmvenient, for in 
that ease it could not aiford any advantage. It opens 
into a atrait, -among islands of the Polar Sea, called 
Prince Regent's Inlet, of the lower part of which noth- 
ing was at this time known beyond Iligliiik's information 
(correct in all other parts), that it terminates at Akkoo- 
lea, nearly opposite to Repnlse Baj. But, had it ex- 
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tended to the coast of America, the islands in that cor- 
ner are so clustered and crowded together as to admit 
of no probability of a navigable passage there for large 
ships to the westward, and no man in his senses woiHd 
take that line of route to get into Lancaster Sound when 
he could go there direct in half the time, and without 
any of the danger which Fox*s Channel and the Fury 
and Hecia Strait would occasion. 

Toward the conclusion of his narrative, Captain Parry 
repeats his opinion of the advantages of conHnuaus land 
in the navigation of the Polar Seas, and that the princi- 
ple of coasting the northern shore of America must still 
be carefully kept in view ; and he adds, ** there is no 
known opening which seems to present itself so favora- 
bly for this purpose as Prince Regent's Inlet." This 
opinion, thus publicly given, is obviously an indication of 
the expedition which succeeded this, and which may 
possibly have made some change in Captain Parry's sen- 
timents on this head. Ample proof has since been given 
by the reports of Franklin, Richardson, Back, and sub- 
sequently by Simpson, that the coast of North America, 
which is the southern shore of the Polar Sea, is naviga- 
ble throughout but by canoes or boats only, and that 
large ships could not attempt it unless at a very consid- 
erable distance from the shore on the sea, and outside 
the numerous chains of small islands that, on the eastern 
portion in particular, run parallel to the coast. 
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character of British seamen, are ezemi^ified in iIub voy- 
age. 

In order to effect the object in view, it was decidedt 
as being the readiest and most simple mode of proceed- 
ing, to send a small vessel to Wager River or Repabe 
Bay, mider the orders of an intelligent oflteer, who, with 
a small party, should be instructed to cross the Melville 
Peninsula from one or other of the above -mentioned 
places, and traverse, by land, the western shore of that 
peninsula, and the northern shore of North America, to 
roint Turn-again. Captain Lyon, having been pnmiot- 
ed for his services, was selected by Lorn Bathnrst for 
this duty ; and the Lords Comnussioners of the Admi- 
ralty having appointed the Griper, a gun-brig of 1 80 tout,' 
to receive hun, gave him directions to kiive die ship, 
during his land journey, in charge of the senior fieuten- 
ant. 

Lieutenant Francis Ha&dino, after paying off the 
Griper, served three years as lieutenant of the Eapoir, 
then in the Hecla, and was made commander in 1830 ; 
he served in that rank in several ships tiU tlie year 1839, 
and was promoted to the rank of captain in aie general 
promotion of 1841. 

Peter Manic o was made lieutenant in 1814, served 
in the present voyage, and is stiH on the list of fienten- 
ants. 

John Tom was promoted to the rank of lieutanant in 
1826, where he stUl remains. 

The Griper was considered a veiy nseftd veaael of 
her class ; her strength was proved between the ice and 
the shore of Melville Island, and Captain Ckvering had 
but arrived in England in her, at the end of the preced* 
ing year, from a voyage to Spitzbergen and Greenland* 
She was now, for her present voyage, examined and 
well strengthened ; but, on being storeid and napfy pco- 
visioned, was found to be too deeply laden to croM the 
Atlantic alone, and therefore his majesty's nirveTiiig 
vessel the Snap, commanded by Lieutenant Bnlioek, 
was ordered to receive a portion of them, and to accom- 
pany the Griper until she reached the ice, or arrived off 
Cape Chidley, 

They sailed from Yarmouth Koada cm the 19tfa of 



JIddm, and irrived at Stroomats on the Mdi. ^OiidM 
3d of July,'* Captain Lyon says, ** wo hoist»d in two 
TOiy pow^rftd Iktie ponies, procnred at IQrkwaD, tho 
on^ two on the island, and which had boon sent from 
Shetlmd to an Orkney laird; one waa finty iiiGh6a» tfao 
other thaty-ei^ in height.*' They also reeehrad a fat 
cow and eight sheep for the crew. Hie poor coWt it 
semna, refused to ei^ and waa ther^bre kilM for proa* 
ettt ase ; but the ponies proved better saikxvs, wakad 
about the ship as familiariy as large dogs, and improved 
in their appearance daily. On examining the ban of 
pemmiean, to their great mortification it was {bandthat 
the fat had mdted, and that the water-proof eaimtehoiic 
was ooeing m a ebunmy state throng^ the canvaa. 

The w<»8t of an was, that the sh^lgish Gripar raqair* 
ed to be towed by the Snap, tUl a strong breese and a 
heavy sweH for two days' continuance obliged the £or* 
mer to cast off, whmi she shipped so many tremendbns 
aeos that it became necessary to bring her to under stoma 
stay-saite, which was the more mortifying on observing 
her companion to be perfectly dry. In uiort, throagjh* 
out the whdB passage across the Atlantic the Grmar 
was oWged to be towed by the Snap every second or 
third day, without which she could not have made any 
progress. On the 3d of August, however, the two shipa 
maSe the ice, consisting of bergs among the floea ; when* 
aeemfdh^ to the instructions, uiey began to remove the 
stores wSdi provisions out of the Snap, by which the deeka 
of tiie €h^r were completely crowded. Lyon saya 
the gangways, forecastle, and abaft the misaen-masC wara 
fled "vHth casks, hawsers, whale-lines, and stream-ca* 
Mea; the kywer deck crowded with casks and other 
siores ; not a pkMse left vacant except the mess-tables of 
the men. Thus lumbered and brou|^ down deep, her 
saHiiig qoalitiee, bad enough before, were now expected 
to be much worse. It was found, also, by observation« 
ihat for two days they had been exposed to the imited 
force of the strong currents from Davis's and Hudson's 
Straits, toward the latter of which they were approach* 
ug. On the 4th of August the Snap parted company, to 
proeeed in the forther execution of her services. 

On the Ml the Orqper had approached ResobitkA 
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Island, the sea covered with loose heavy ice, but the di 
described as lovely, and the sky brilliant ; yet the bnl 
iancy and loveliness which surrounded Captain Lye 
were not sufficient to prevent him from '* yielding to 
sensation of loneliness he had never experienced on tl 
former voyage." " I felt most forcibly," he saya,*^ it 
want of an accompanying ship, if not to help us, at let 
to break the death-like s^ness of the scene." No woi 
der at this feeling, when all the circumstances of his pi 
sition are considered. 

It must indeed be owned that there was a more thf 
usual want of prudence in sending such a small and shij 
gish ship alone, through a navigation which had be€ 
proved and condenmed as one of the most difficult ai 
dangerous of the many difficult ones that occur in ib 
part of the Arctic Seas. The old voyagers, it is tnu 
proceeded in ships much inferior in size and strength 1 
the Griper ; yet they rarely navigated those seas akNBi 
and not unfirequently with three or four in compani 
Captain Lyon says, however, that he was amply con 
pensated for want of a more extensive society, ^^ by ha: 
ing the happiness of knowing that I had officers and mc 
with whom I was confident of continuing on the mo 
friendly terms." Two days after this the ship strw 
on a rock, and the heavy and continued shocks heek 
her so much that the conunander ^* imagined she wi 
turning over." She might have gone down, in whk 
case Lyon^s ^* ample compensation" would have been < 
little use in this uninhabited and desolate part of tb 
globe. 

The constant shipping of seas and the continued Wi 
weather had rendered every thing within the ship ^* west 
damp." The two ponies, therefore, with the duds 
geese, and fowls, were handed out upon the ice, when 
file captain says, ^^ they presented a most novel appeal 
ance." To enliven the scene, about sixty Esquimau] 
men and women, in kayaks and oomiaks, visited lii 
strangers, made a loud, screaming noise, and broii|^ 
with them some trifling articles of barter, chiefly wem\ 
ons and skin ck)thes ; and our captain says, *' I blui 
while I relate it, two of the fair sex actually disposed i 
^eir nether g|Eurments--a piece of indecorum I had non 
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formken, neatlj-bnilt nest was found placed on iSbo neck of 

* ■ ' k all 1 ' ' ■ " 



the child. As the snow-bimtmg has all the domestic i 
of our Englifih redbreast, it has always been ooDsiderBd by as 
as the robin of these dreary wilds, and its liTely chiip and 
fearless confidence haye rendered it respected by the most 
hungry sportsman. I could not, on this oocaskm, Tiew its 
little nest, placed on the breast of infancy, witfaoat 'wishinf 
that I possessed the power of poetically expreasm^ the fstS- 
ings it excited.***— P. 68-69. 

The farther they proceeded to the northwiird up the 
'Welcome, the more sluggish and irregular the compaw- 
es got ; and Lyon quotes a passage out of £llis, in his 
account of Dobbs^s expedition in the year 1746, to ahow 
that they were the same at that time. A thick fog and 
a heavy sea, and no land to be seen nor any tmst to be 
placed in the compasses, and withal the water shaDow- 
ing ; the ship not able to face the sea or keep steerage 
way on her. Captain Lyon says : ** I most reluctanUy 
brought her up with three bowers and a stream anchor 
in succession, but not before we had shoaled to five and 
a half fathoms, the ship pitching bows under, and a tre- 
mendous sea running.*' In this perilous condition, ig- 
norant in what direction and how distant the land might 
be, and under the dread, moreover, that the falling tide 
(from twelve to fifteen feet) would most probably occa- 
sion the total destruction of the ship — in order to pro- 
vide for such an unfortunate event, the longboat was 
prepared to be hoisted out with the four small ones, and 
ordered to be stored with arms, ammunition, and pro- 
visions ; the officers drew lots for their respecthre boats, 

* On reading tiiiB passage to an accompliBhed lady, ahe mid die fbtta 
deaire to try what aht could do witii ao intereatbig a subjaet ki Oe way 
wished for by Captain Lyon, and produced tiie ftmowing linei : . 

TO THX SNOW-BUNTINO. 

" Sweet bird I the breast of innocence 

Hath fadeless charms for tiiee ; 
Altiioneh the spirit long has fled. 

And ufeless clay it be ; 
Thon dreadest not to dwell witii deatii. 

Secure from harm or ill« 
For on an infanf s heart ti^y nest 

Is wrought witii fearless sldlL 
And, like our own familiar bird 

That seeks the human friend. 
Thou cheer'st the wandering seaman's thouf^its 

Wilh home, hia aim and end."--GaoBOiAiu. 
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Ae British siilor is always allowed to be in cases of dangeTi 
yet I did not believe it to be possible that, among forty-ooe 
persons^ not one repining word should have been attoed. 
The officers sat about wherever they could find shelter fitun 
the sea, and the men lav do^ni conversing with each other 
with the most perfect calmness. Each was at peace with hii 
neighbor and ^ the world ; and I am firmly persuaded Aat 
the resignation which was then shown to the will of the Al- 
mighty was the means of obtaining His mercy. God wa$ 
mercifiil to ns; and the tide, almost miraculously, fell no 
lower."— P. 79, 80. 

They were saved ; and the place of their extreme 
danger was, as speedily as possible, ascertained by ob- 
servation to be in lat. 63° 35' 48", long. 86° 32^ 0", and 
it was very properly named the Bay of Chd's Mercy. 
On the fog clearing away it was found to be immediately 
in the center of the Welcome. They now discovered 
that their ^sh water, on the 4th of September, was so 
greatly reduced, that, in their present condition and the 
situation of the ship, none could be afforded for the poor 
little ponies which had survived the storm ; they were 
therefore obliged to be sacrificed ; their hay, besides, had 
been all thrown overboard in the storm. 

On the 12th of September, when they had arrived 
opposite the mouth of the Wager River, and between 
it and Southampton Island^ a ^e of wind arose, and 
with it also the sea ; the dull Griper now made bo prog- 
ress, but '* remained actually pitching forecastle under, 
with scarcely steerage way." One alternative alone re- 
mained, and that was to bring the ship up. *' We found 
that the anchors held, although the slup was dipfHDg 
bowsprit and forecastle under, and taking green seas ofor 
all. Thick-falling sleet covered the decks to some indiet 
in depth, and, withal, the spray froze as it fell." To 
add to their anxiety, two or three streams of ice, with 
deep, sohd pieces among them, wore seen in the even- 
ing to be driving down upon the ship. The night was 
piercingly cold, the sea washed the decks fore and aft, 
constant snow fell, the lower deck was afloat, the men> 
hanunocs thoroughly soaked, and the poor feUows could 
get no rest. 

" Never shall I forget the dreariness of this most anxioos 
night. Our ship pitched at such a rate that it wv not po» 
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They were still, however, in a very melancholy con- 
dition, expecting every moment to strike, and not having 
the least idea where they had anchored or where they 
now were ; every rope was incrusted with a thick coat- 
ing of ice. the decks so deeply covered with frozen snow 
and freezing sea water as to make it scarcely possible to 
stand ; and all hands being wet and half frozen, without 
having had any refreshment for so many hours, ** our 
situation," says the captain, *• was rendered miserable in 
the extreme/' 

" In the afternoon, having well weighed in my mind all 
the circunistances of our distressed situation, I turned the 
hands up, and informed them that, having now lost all our 
bower anchors and chains, and being, in consequence, unable 
to bring up in any part of the Welcome ; being exposed to 
the sets of a tremendous tideway and constant heavy gales, 
one of wliich was now rapidly sweeping us back to the south- 
ward, and being yet above eighty miles from Repulse Bay, 
with the shores leadin«: to which we were unacquamted ; our 
compass useless, and it being imiK>ssible to continue uiKler 
sail with any degree of safety in these dark twelve-hour nights, 
with the too often experienced certainty that the ship could 
not beat off a lee-shore even in moderate weather, I had 
determined, in making southing, to clear the narrows of the 
Welcome, after which I should decide on some plan for our 
future operations." — P. 105. 

Their situation, indeed, was a hopeless one : without 
anchors, and with a crippled ship — compasses which, in- 
stead of guiding, only misled them — what plan could be 
devised to pursue? To approach the shore was the 
next step to the destruction of the ship, and in that event, 
to land in a snow- covered, frozen, and desolate comitry, 
producing nothing of food for man, and destitute of hu- 
man beings, would be equally and inevitably destruction 
to every hving creature that might have escaped from 
tlie ship. Two alternatives, therefore, only were loft: 
either to endeavor to let the ship float with the souther- 
ly current, with what sail she could carry, to Hudson's 
Bay, or to continue a direct course for England. In 
consulting his officers what they considered best to be 
done, they individually answered that, deprived as the 
ship was of anchors and much of her stores, with the 
httle reliance to be placed on the compasses, they thooglit 
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bone : and althoagh not much above an inch in length, 
the animal's general expression was admirable."* He 
adds that they procured a few little ivory hears well ex- 
ecuted. 

The passage to England produced nothing remarka- 
ble ; the Griper arrived at Portsmouth on the 10th of 
November, her crew much exhausted by the severity of 
the weather and wash of the sea over the ship; and 
three were sent to the hospital. Captain Lyon thus 
concludes his narrative : 

" Thus ends the journal of our unsucceasfid expedition. 
Before I take leave of my readers, I hope I may be aUowed 
to make a few observations respecting my shipmates, seamen 
as well as officers, whose conduct on all occasions u-as such 
as to entitle them to the warmest praise I can bestow. I 
may with truth assert that there never was a happier lilde 
community- thau that assembled on board the Griper. Each 
succeeding day, and each escape from difficulties, seemed to 
bind us more strongly togethor ; and I am proud to say, that 
during the whole of our voyage neither punishment com- 
plaint, nor even a dispute of any kind occurred among ns." — 
P. 144. 

The narrative of this unsuccessful voyage displays a 
fine example of manly resolution under the most dis- 
tressing difficulties, and of pious resignation to the Di- 
vine will, on the part of both officers and men, at a time 
when a fatal crisis appeared to be inevitable. It is one 
of the many cases in which the devoutly religious char- 
acter of our British seamen is eminently conspicuous, 
and which never fails to guard them against desponden- 
cy, though surrounded with dangers and difficulties such 
as, to men unaccustomed to them, would be apt to cre- 
ate despair. Whether, in the present instance, the crit- 
ical eye of a thorough-bred seaman might or might not 
discover something approaching to indiscretion in con- 
ducting the navigation of the ship during a dense fog, 
with compasses inactive, or acting only to deceive, un- 
knowing in what direction the land lay ; whether it was 
judicious to let go all the anchors at once — these are 
points that are to be decided only by nautical men and 

* The Bpirited original of this little fiffure was presented by Captain 
Lyon to the writer of this narrative, andf is truly an ingenious piece of 
carving, Uiough the wood engraving is fax from doing it justice. 
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CHAPTER VIII. 
PARRY'S THIRD T0TA6B, 

1824, 1825, 

for ike Discovery of a Northwest Passage from the Atlantic 
to the Pacific, in H. M. ships Hecla and Fury, 

The two ships appointed for this service were the 
same as on the former voyage, but Parry now took 
command of the Hecla, and Hoppner of the Fury. 
They were commanded, officered, and manned as 
under: 

The Hecla. 

WiDiam Edward Parry, Captain 
and Commander. 

J. Land Wynn, ) 

Joseph Sherer, > Lieutenants. 

Henry Foster, ) 

Samuel NeiU, M.D., Surgeon. 

W. H. Hooper. Purser. 

William Rowland, Assist Surg. 

John Bnmton, 1 

F. B, M. Crozier, I Midship- 
Charles Richards, ( men. 
^Hor. Nelson Head, J 
11 Officers. 

James Harrison, Clerk. 

J. Brothers, Gunner. 

WUUam Smith, Boatswain. 

George Fiddis, Carpenter. 

John Allison, Greenland Master. 

Geo. Champion, Greenland Mate. 

6 Warrant Officers. 
45 Seamen and Marines. 
62 Total on board. 

Any thing approaching the shape of an apology from 
Captain Parry himself will be deenjed, as it ought to 
be, superfluous ; nor will it be thought necessary that, 
on the introduction of his narrative, he should be called 
upon for any explanation. He says : 

" I have considered it expedient to avoid all minute and 
technical description of our first season's operations, which. 
whatever vexation they may have cost onrselyes, woola 
probably have afforded little interest or amcueinent to &e 



FUKT. 

H. P. Hoppner, Commander. 

A. M'Laren, Surgeon. 
James Hulse. PiOTer. 
Thomas Bell, Assistant Surgeon. 

ChM.^^rur^ wffi'er, 1*^^^*^ 
_EdwardBird, > ™«^ 

9 Officers. 
William Mogg, Ckrk. 
James Moore, Gunner. 
WaUam Wentworth, Boatswain. 
Charles Purfiir, Carpenter. 
George Crawford, Greenland 

Master. 
Thomas Donaldson, GreeBland 
_^ Mate. 
6 Warrant Officera. 
45 Seamen and Marines. 
^ Total on board. 
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himself, entirely by his own exertions, to the rank of 
lieutenant, and by his own self-taught acquirements, 
which extended to every department of science, he 
arrived at the highest step in the service (short of the 
flag) : but more of him hereafter. 

Lieutenant Horatio T. Austin, after distinguish- 
ing himself as an able officer, and having much good and 
active service, received his promotion as captain in 1838, 
and is now captain of the William and Mary yacht. 

Lieutenant Joseph Sherer, by his good service, 
raised himself to the rank of captain in 1841, and re- 
ceived the honor of K.H. 

*' The public," Pairy says, " are very highly indebted 
to Dr. Samuel Neill, who, in addition to his profes- 
sional duties, entirely superintended the public collec- 
tion of specimens of natural history, and has furnished 
a variety of important geological notices ;" and he re- 
fers to the Zoological Appendix by Lieutenant Ross as 
"furnishing ample evidence of the attention paid by 
that gentleman (NeillJ to this department of science, in 
addition to the immediate duties of his station." 

F. R. M. Crozier, midshipman, a most zeak)ns young 
officer, who, by his talents, attention, and energy, has 
succeeded in working himself up to the top of the ser- 
vice. He was lieutenant of the Hecla in Parry's Polar 
voyage, and volunteered with Captain James Ross to go 
in the midst of winter into the Arctic Seas for the relief 
of the missing whale ships ; was made captain in 1841, 
and commanded the second ship in Captain James Ross's 
Antarctic Expedition, and is now second in command 
with Captain Sir John Franklin. 

. John Brunton, the colleague of Crozier in this voy- 
age, arrived at no higher step than that of lieutenant, 
and is now serving as such in the Coast Guard. 

C. Richards and Horatio Nelson Head, midship- 
men, do not appear on the list of naval officers. 

Berkley Westropp, midshipman, was made a lieu- 
tenant in 1825, and still continues so, having left the 
navy for a civil employment in the Humane Society. 

Edward Bird appears on the list as a captain of 
1843, but he is not to be found among the Arctic voy- 
agers. 



pa&rt'b tbikd totaoe. 1M 



Allan M^La&eit was appointed surf/doa of a i 
the line. 

William Hartut Hoofejl, poner, mw die : 
and associate of Captain Parry, and serred widi luBi m 
tha Alexander in Ross's voyager and in all the three ef 
Parry, a most faithf ol and trust woi tliy officer. He wi» 
rewarded for his serrices by a cinl nmumdmu 1: m 
Greenwich Hospital, where he died, aad faia widmw m 
now matron of die Greenwich Schoob. 

The ships sailed from the Xore oo the I9dk ef Maf; 
1824, the William Harris, transport, acccNDpnoiyiic 
them. Their instructjons were to make the b«at m 
their way to Davis's Strait and cross orer to L a ncarte r 
Sound, andy proceeding through Barrow's Strait, em^ 
deavor to make, throng Prince Regent's Inkt^ a P**^ 
age into the sea which boonds the cootineiit id America) 
on its northern coast, and dieoce westward u> tbe F^ 
cific. The reason assigiied Unr tine route la die inn ac^ 
tions is, ** The strong opinion which yon hate coot eyed 
to us in favor of the attempt tfaroi^ Prince Repant^ 
Inlet ; the confident hope winch you express tfa^ the 
ice, which, at the period of tbe year when yov flitted 
the inlet, obstructed your passage, was Bkelf te be ra^ 
moved by circumstances of season and weather witbai 
the navigaUe part of the year f and, it is added, ^ tbe 
confidence which we are justified in placing in your 
judgment and experience detennine us to antbornse 
and direct you to pursue the course which jtm consider 
the most promising, namely, through Prince Regent's 
Inlet." 

On the 18di of June, haTing reached the latitude of 
60 J^, they saw the first iceberg, and from that time fefl 
in with those bodies of ice almost daily. At a Danish 
settlement in Davis's Strait, called Lievely, they found 
Lieutenant Graat, who had been employed on a survey 
of the Greenland coast, and received much civility from 
him and other gentlemen belonging to the settlement. 
As soon as the stores and provisions were transhipped, 
the William Harris was released and ordered to return 
home. On leaving the harbor the Hecla struck on a 
Bunken rock. On the 17th of July the ice began to 
close round the ship^. ** From this time," Parry says, 
P 
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«*the obstructions from the quantity, magnitude, and 
closeness of the ice were such as to keep our people 
almost constantly employed in heaving, warping, or 
sawing through it, and yet with so little success, that, 
at the close of July, we had only penetrated seventy 
miles to the westward." Here, on the 1st of Au- 
gust, being closely beset, a gale of wind pressing the 
ice together, and overlaying mass upon mass, " the 
Hecla received several very awkward * nips,' and was 
once fairly laid on her broadside by a strain which must 
inevitably have crushed a vessel of ordinary strength." 
The 9th of September had arrived "before we suc- 
ceeded in releasing ourselves from the more than ordi- 
nary barrier of ice in the middle of Baffin's Bay." 

They had continued their efforts to push to the 
northward, but it was not tiD the 29th of August that 
they reached the latitude of 73° 15', longitude 63° 40', 
in which situation, from the experience of 1819, they 
had reason to expect there would scarcely have been 
any ice at this season. The obstructions, however, con- 
tinued till the 8th of September, then in latitude 74° 
7' and longitude 69° 64', being about 110 miles to the 
N.N.W. of the situation in which they cleared the 
"pack" in the year 1819. Forty miles from hence 
they passed through the barrier of ice, after an unwea- 
ried exertion of eight tedious weeks by the officers and 
men to overcome it. 

The extraordinary weather which accompanied the 
low temperature of August is noticed as something re- 
markable. It is stated by Parry that, of the thirty-one 
days in that montli, there was actually but one in which 
they had not a deposit of snow, sleet, rain, or fog during 
some part of the twenty -four consecutive hours; and 
the northerly wind, which is the usual harbinger of a 
clear, dry, wholesome atmosphere, was just as thick as 
any otlier. And he adds, " for ten weeks in July, Au- 
gust, and September, though we were constantly watch- 
ing for an opportunity of airing the ships' companies' 
bedding on deck, we could only venture to do so once." 

In thoir struggle through the ice of Davis's Strait and 
BaQin's Bay, Parry noticed the set of the currents by 
which the whole body of the ice might bo actuated. 
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**It was obvious,*' he says, ** that a daily set to the south' 
ward obtained when the wind was noitherly, differing 
from two or three to eight or ten miles per day, accord- 
ing to the strength of the breeze ; but a northerly cur- 
rent was equally apparent when the wind blew from 
the southward." But he observes, as a remarkable cir- 
cumstance, that a westerly set was frequently apparent, 
even against a fr«sh breeze blowing from that quarter. 

On die 10th of September they entered that ** mag- 
nificent inlet," Sir James Lancaster's Sound, and found 
it entirely, as usual, free from ice, except here and there 
a berg, "floating about in that solitary grandeur," of 
which these enormous masses are said to convey so sub- 
lime an idea. Proceeding ** vexatiously slow" on the 
13th, they had the mortification to perceive the sea ahead 
covered with young ice, on entering which recourse was 
had to '* sallying," breaking it with boats ahead, and va- 
rious other expedients, aU alike ineffectual, without a 
fresh and free breeze furnishing a constant impetus ; 
** so that, after seven or eight hours of unsuccessful la- 
bor in this way, we were obliged to remain as we were, 
&irly and immovably beset." Thus for three days they 
continued struggling with the young ice to little or no 
purpose, now and then gaining half a mile of ground to 
windward in a little ** hole" of open water, and after all 
rather losing gi'ound than otherwise, while the young ice 
was every hour increasing in thickness. 

On the 17th they found themselves driven back to the 
eastward of Admiralty Inlet, the young ice still increas- 
ing in thickness. This was ceitcunly a most severe trial 
of the patience and perseverance of Captain Parry, of a 
different kind, but equally annoying as that of ** Fox's 
Channel" and the ♦* Frozen Strait." it once occurred to 
him that as, in crossing Baffin's Bay, he had expended 
unexpectedly nearly the whole of the season, and as, 
under particular circumstances, his instiiictions author- 
ized him to return to England, it was high time to make 
up his mind, which was to him a point speedily decided. 
** I could not," he says, *' have a moment's hesitation as 
to the propriety of pushing on as far as the present sea- 
son would permit, and then giving a fair trial, during the 
whole of next sununer, to the route I was directed by 
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my instructions to pursue ; and in this view Commander 
Hoppner entirely concurred. The fact is, that the sum- 
mer or season was already expended before they got into 
the inlot, and might probably, also, be expended io the 
following year before it should be found practicable to 
get out of their winter quarters, unless, indeed, as will 
shortly appear, these quarters were so favorably circum- 
stanced as to admit of an early departure from them. 

It would bo useless to enter into a detail of the trials 
of temper and patience they were compelled to undergo 
after this decision, one of which, however, may be stat- 
ed. In a strong current setting to the eastward at the 
rate of two miles an hour, without a chance of stemming 
it, and beset as they were in young ice, during an unu- 
sually dark night of nine or ten hours* duration, with a 
heavy fall of snow, they found themselves utterly in a 
helpless state. *' ^Jlie consequence was, that when we 
made the land on the morning of the 2.3d, we hail been 
drifted the incredible distance of eight or nine leagues 
during the night, fniding ourselves off the Wollaston Isl- 
ands, at the entrance of Navy Boai'd Inlet." Still they 
|)orsevered, and the help of an easterly breeze which 
sprang up on the 2()th, and giadually freshened, prom- 
ised in earnest to take them, as at last it did, into Prince 
Regent's Inlet on the 27th ; and by beating up, they 
came to the entrance of Port Bowen, "where," says 
Parry, ** for two or throe days past, I had detennined 
to make our wintering place, if, as there was but little 
reason to expect, we should be so fortunate as to push the 
ships thus far." The old process of cutting a canal in 
tlie ice for the reception of the ships was resorted to, 
and, as Parry states, ** on the evening of the Ist of Octo- 
ber wo had accomplished enough for our purpose, and 
the ships were warped into their winter stations, which 
we had the satisfaction to think were extremely favora- 
ble for an early release in the spring." 

Nothing remarkable was obsei-ved in the passage 
through Lancaster Sound. A boat was sent on shore in 
a bay near Capo Wan-ender. Dr. Neill reports, ** The 
beach was coverc^d with fragments of flesh-colored feldP 
spar, closely studded with rod garnets, from the size of 
a pea to that of a walnut ; the rock was of gneiss forma- 



parry's third voyage. 173 

tion, the greater part of it composed of large plates thick- 
ly set with garnets. The surface of die ground was al- 
most entirely covered either with snow, or, in absence 
of it, with luxuriant reitideer moss. The party succeed- 
ed in killing three reindeer out of a small herd. High- 
er up the strait on the side of a hill, at three or four hun- 
dred feet above the level of the sea, Lieutenant Ross 
found several pieces of coal, which burned with a clear, 
bright flame ; he saw two hares, and killed one of them ; 
also a fox, a pair of ravens, some wingless ducks, and sev- 
eral snow-buntings. Parry says they obsei*ved a num- 
ber of whales in every part of Lancaster Sound. They 
observed, also, a great many narwhals and a few wal- 
ruses in Barrow's Sti-ait, and thinks they might have seen 
many more of both but for the continual presence of the 
young ice. 

This being the^wr^ winter which Parry was doom- 
ed to pass in the frozen regions of the Noith, he knows 
not, he says, how he can do better than pursue a meth- 
od similar to that heretofore practiced, by confining him- 
self rather to the pointing out of any difference observed 
now and formerly, than by entering on a fresh descrip- 
tion of the actual phenomena. 

" To those who read, as well as to those who describe, the 
account of aV{vinter passed in these regions can no longer be 
expected to afford the interest of novelty it once possessed, 
more especially in a station already delineated with tolerable 

feographical precision on our maps, and thus, as it were, 
rought near to our firesides at home. Independently, in- 
deed, of this circumstance, it is hard to conceive any one 
thing more like another than two winters passed in the high- 
er latitudes of the Polar regions, except when variety hap- 
pens to be afforded by intercourse vnXh some other branch of 
* the whole family of man.' Winter afler winter, nature 
here assumes an aspect so much alike, that cursory observa- 
tion can scarcely detect a single feature of variety. The win- 
ter of more temperate climates, and even in some of no slight 
severity, is occasionally diversified by a thaw, which at once 
gives variety and comparative cheenuhiess to the prospect. 
But here, when once the earth is covered, all is dreary mo- 
notonous whiteness — not merely for days or weeks, but for 
more than half a year together. Whichever way the eye is 
tamed, it meets a picture calculated to impress upon the 
mind an idea of inanimate stillness, of that motionless torpor 
P2 
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-with which onr feelings have nothing congenial---of aiiy thing, 
in short, but life. In the very silence there is a deadneas 
with which a human spectator appears out of keeping. The 
presence of man seems an intrusion on the dreary solitade of 
this wintery desert, which even its native animiUB have for a 
while forsaken."— P. 40, 41. 

Among the winter arrangementSf Captain Parry speaks 
in the highest terms of Sylvester's ** warming appara- 
tus," to which he ascribes the comforts and convenien- 
ces, and with them the general health of the seamen, 
which exceeded those ot any former experience: "a 
contrivance," he says, ** of which 1 scarcely know how 
to express my admiration in adequate terms." 

" The alteration adopted on tliis voyage, of placing this 
stove in the vtsry bottom of the hold, produced not only the 
eftoct naturally to be expected fnim it, of increasing the ra- 
pidity of tliu current of warm air, and thus carrying it to all 
the othcers' cabins with less loss of heat in its passage, but 
was also accompanied liy an advantage scarcely less import* 
ant, which liad not been anticipated. This was the perfect 
ami uniform warmth maintained dorinj^ the winter m both 
the cable-tiers, which, when cleared of all the stores, gave 
us another habitable deck, on which more than one thira of 
the men's hainmocs were berthed, thus affording to the 
ships' companies, during seven or eight months of the year, 
the iudescribal>le comfort of nearly twice the space for their 
beds, and twice the volume of air to breathe in. It need 
scarcely ho added how conducive to wholesome ventilation, 
and to the prevention of moisture below, such an arrange- 
ment provtHl ; suffice it to say that we have never before been 
so free fn)m moisture, and that I can not but chiefly attribute 
to this apparatus tlio unprecedented good state of nealth we 
enjoyed during this winter." — P. 44, 45. 

It is greatly to be lamented that this testimoDj of the 
good effects of a very simple contrivance had not been 
attended to before the inefficient, troublesome, and ex- 
pcMisive quackery apparatus had been permitted in cer- 
tain of her majesty's ships. 

The propnrntions and precautionary measures neces- 
sary for securing tlie ahi\y3 occupied all hands for some 
time, and they were not finally settled till about the mid- 
dle of October. Parry omits no opportunity of record- 
ing whatever may appear to be conducive to the benefit 
of trade or navigation. Thus he states : 
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But an occapation of less amusement, periups, Imt 
Dot less assiduously pursued, and of infinitelT more 
eventual benefit, was furnished by the re-establishment 
of schools, under the voluntary supenntendence of Mr. 
Hooper in the Hecla. and of Mr. Mogg in the Fair. 

" By the judicious zeal of Mr. Hooper, the Hecla*5 acfaool 
ivas made siihserN'ient. uot merely to me impivkvement of the 
men in reading ami writing (in which, however, their proe- 
re?s \\ a> surprisiiiirly srreat). but also to the cultivation of that 
relijio-is feeiinj which so essvutially improve* the character of 
a seaman, by himishin^ the highest motives for increased at- 
teutiou to even,- other dutv. Nor >V3S the benefit confined to 
the eighteen or twenty individuals whi^se wimt of scholarship 
bmught them to tiie school-t;ible. but extended itself to the 
rest of the ship's comixiny. making the whole lower deck 
such a scene of quiet nitional otYujmtion a* I never befi>re 
wimesseti on btxinl a ship. And 1 do not speak lighdy when 
I express my thorv^ugh j^rsuasion that to the moral effects 
thus pnxlucevl uinm the m::uls ot' the men were owing, in 
a ven- high degn»e. the ciKist;mt, yet sober cheerfidness. the 
uniutemipttHl g»Hxl onler. and even, in some measure, the ei- 
traortliuan- slate of health which prevailed among us during 
this winter." — P. 50. ol. 

The several otficers had full employment daring their 
winter couiinenient in the various observations to which 
their attention was to be du*ected. Magnetism was one 
of the earliest subjects after the erection and ammge- 
iiieut o( the obsenatory on shore. The interesting fiict 
was discovered o{ an increase in the variation of the 
magnetic needle, since their fonner visit in 1S19, amount- 
ing to abi>ut nine decrees, namely, from 114 ~ to 123- . 
A regular series o( hourly experunents on the magnetic 
intensity w;is instituted, by which was fi>und a diurnal 
change of hiteusity, exhibiting a regular increase from 
the uiornin!; to the afternoon, and as regular a decrease 
from the afternoon to the morning. *• It also appeared,*' 
says Parry, •• that the sun. and. as we had reason to be- 
heve. the relative position oi the sun and moon with ref- 
erence to the inaiinetic sphere, had a considemble in- 
fluence both on the intensity and diurnal variatioiu al- 
thouixh the exact laws of this* hifluence may still remain 
to be discovered." It is to be hoped that the result of 
the ubsenatious that have been carrying on for three 
years by England and its colonies, a-id also ia various 
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It win readily be imagined with what anxiety, in the 
early part of the year, the reappearance of the sun was 
looked for. S ome, by ascending a high hill, got a glimpse 
of him on the 2d of February ; on the 15th he was vis- 
ible at the observatory, and at the ships on the 22d, ** af- 
ter an absence of one hundred and twenty-one diays." 
But it is a long time after the sun^s reappearance that 
the effect of his rays, as to warmth, becomes percepti- 
ble ; week after week passes over with scarcely any rise 
in tJie thermometer, except for an hour or two during 
the day. In this year Parry says the thermometer did 
not rise above ztro till the 11th of April, having remained 
below that point of the scale for one hundred and thirty- 
one successive days ; but he mentions this as the only 
instance of the kind he had ever known. 

Parties were sent from Port Bowen to travel by land 
on the sea-coast on each side of the port. The first, 
however, was directed to proceed inland to the eastward 
under Commander Hoppner. This party returned af- 
ter a very fatiguing journey, having with difficulty trav- 
eled a degree and three quarters easterly, in the lat. 73® 
19' ; but no appearance of sea was obseiTed in that di- 
rection ; the country consisted of ravines, many of them 
four or five hundred feet deep, and very precipitous. 
During the whole fortnight's excursion 8c«*cely a patch 
of vegetation could be seen ; a few snow-buntings and 
some ivory gulls were all the animals t^y met with to 
enliven this most barren and desolate country. 

Hares, foxes, and bears were sparingly met with; and 
the last animal is not disposed to have any afifection for 
mankind. Instances, however, did occur to show that 
maternal affection is not wanting in this animal, but was 
as apparent in it as in that of die walrus described by 
Beechey : 

" A she-bear, killed in the open water, on our first arrival 
at Fort Bowen, afforded a striking instance of maternal a£feo- 
tion in her anxiety to save her two cubs. She might herself 
have easily escaped the boat, but would not forsake her 
young, which she was actaally * towing' off, by allowing them 
to rest on her back, when the boat came near them. A sec- 
ond similar instance occurred in the spring, when two cabs 
having got down into a large crack in the ice, their mother 
placed herself before them, so as to secure them from the at- 
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ships clear, and also, in two hours' towing, ont to seft, 
after an imprisonment of between nine and ten months. 

** On standing to sea, we sailed," says Parry, ** with 
a light southerly wind, toward the western shore of 
Prince Regent's Inlet, which it was my first wish t^ 
gain, on account of the evident advantage to be derived 
from coasting the southern part of that portion of land 
called in the chart * North Somerset,' as far as it might 
lead to tiie westward ; which, from our former knowl- 
edge we had reason to suppose it would do, as far, at 
least, as the longitude of 95°, in about the parallel of 
72 J°, that is, at Cape Garry." But on his first voyage 
he had been below 70° (Cape Kater), on the east coast, 
and the two shores were nearly parallel to each other : 
and there the crossing might not have been difficult ; be- 
sides the certainty of going down an eastern coast, in 
comparison of taking a western one, according to Cap- 
tain Parry's own showing, makes it the more remarka- 
ble he did not choose the former. It might also have 
been supposed that a desire to extend the knowledge of 
the eastern coast might have been a strong inducement, 
even if only to examine the opening of the Fury and 
Hecla Strait into the Regent's Inlet, which Mr. Reid's 
report leaves in rather an unsatisfactory state, and also 
to have looked into the Gulf of Akkoolee, which is de- 
scribed by the Esquimaux lady. 

Pan-y, however, had doubtless good reasons for his 
choice, one of which was the apparent tendency to the 
westward of the shore of North Somerset. That he 
had weU weighed the case appears by his own showing: 

" I shall first mention (he says) a circumstance which has 
particularly forced itself upon my notice in the course of our 
various attempts to penetrate through the ice in these redouB, 
which is, that the eastern coast of any portion of land, or, 
what is the same thing, the western sides of seas or inlets, 
having a tendency at all approacliing to north and south, are, 
at a ^ven season of the year, generally more encumbered 
with ice than the shores with an opposite aspect. The four 
following instances (he continues) may be adduced in illus- 
tration of this fact, and can not but appear somewhat striking 
when considered in viewing a map which exhibits the rela- 
tive position of the shores in questaoi^." — P. 176. 

The four instances he gives are generally known, and 
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western coast was influenced, partly at least, bj an ar- 
dent desire of acquiring an accession to the geographi- 
cal knowledge of a strait or inlet which he had reason to 
believe would conduct him into the Polar Sea, through 
which he conceived the sought-for passage to the Pacif- 
ic could best be made ; for he says : ** It was the gen- 
eral feeling at this period (24th of July) among us, that 
the voyage had but now commenced. The labors of a 
bad summer, and the tedium of a long winter, were for- 
gotten in a moment, when we found ourselves upon 
ground not hitJierto explored^ and with every apparent 
prospect before us of making as rapid a progress as the 
nature of this navigation will permit toward the final ac- 
complishment of our object." The trending of the west- 
ern shore to the westward might also have contributed 
to the choice of that side ; the only surprise is, that af- 
ter the cases he has given, all of them adverse to it, he 
should have resolved to adopt it. 

The ships continued to proceed southeriy close in with 
the western shore, having alternately open water and 
floating ice, to which they had occasionally to make &st. 
On the 28th the ice was observed to be in rapid motion 
toward the shore. The Hecla was immediately beset, 
in spite of every exertion ; and after breaking two of the 
largest ice-anchors in endeavoring to heave in to the 
shore, was obliged to drift with the ice. On the 29lh 
the ships were so close in with the shore, that, after 
shifting the Hecla into " a less insecure berth,** Parry 
says " he walked to a broad vaUey facing the sea near us." 
The cliff's next the sea, four or five hundred feet in per- 
pendicular height, were continually breaking down ; and 
** the ships lay so close to the shore as to be almost with- 
in the range of some of these tumbling masses, there be- 
ing at high water scarcely beach enough for a person to 
walk along the shore." 

On the 50th of July the Hecla's berth was shifted to 
a greater distance from the shore, by which Parry says 
"file security of the ship was much altered for the 
worse;" the Fury remained where she was, "there 
being no second berth evep so good as the bad one where 
she was now lying." On the 31st it blew a hard gale, 
which brought the ice closer and closer, till it pressed 
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with veiy considerable Tiolencn on both iiluia. -*rtiMi«h 
the most npon the Fnrv, whirfa lay in a v^ry t^rona n d 
situation.*' The Ht?<;ra haii only rwo 'ir rhrtHt iuwt^ni 
broken. Early the next morninc irhn 'Msr\ ^'nmmiinii- 
er Hoppner sent to inform Captain Pniry rhat rh« h'-iiy 
had been tbrced on the zround. where '•he ^rill lav. ')iit 
that she would probably l)e hove otf withont rnnrh tiflU 
culty at high water, provided the extemal ir.n 'iin jor ;in!»» 
vent it. 

A broad channel of water appeahne it a :inte ti«ranr^. 
and a fresh breeze spriniiins up, the -iliin* w-r** '"ane. atn 
their heads the ri^ht way. to reach chu rtiMim^t. 9^ mm 
the ice came bodily in upon the ^niw. -wnirn -rs-rip ^u- 
most instantly beset, and in -mch a mannrr * v -/i ^ c- 
erally helpless and unmanaeeanle." C^xrain ?d^ Ob- 
serves that, in such cases. •• 'he ^xpnnnii lua^ a 
inz at hawsers, or otherwis**. ir» if' nt> b*-.*^ 
than in the occupation iiev nxmnn -*• t^ r^r^ ■ 
mider circnmstmces if iiffirairv ; i»r w»:^s -t^ ^^ a 
&rly acting a4:Binsr "he 4hiD. --efi imf^ -t^- *2t— jC^ «iC 
ingenuity could in reaiirr iv«ii uvxiizje. ' 

The body of ice ^mrv '•» "3^ * tf T -^- y. t^ tm^ 
fihip4 were carrie*: T-m r -a ^r-^ ^-j •* '.»m:^^> m ^m. 
the Hecla. after :ain.« tr:r-jis ir^/ir « s.^ Tiir*- •-»•» «• 
the shore, atmrk "he znin^t •'. ^-rs^- ••-k<r^ .fj« «^ 

cocszmizur 11 •ir^*- - tt *#. w •— »• '.*r .-.«»• -.-*' - *< »^ 
US. ami w-* ■*'»(pac***t> 'r*~ t" * »^* '-«^- '--•' i-«if*i«^ ««» 

scca ctr«t?ima«5inr>*^- * • >• r.— -•- ' -bjp 'f -.i^:-*' um ^^n ^ 
Tirilu. "21* .*!>* 3 r" « > IL'I x***" « «r r.-r. « *•*» J L^ ••*^ 
whe^ •£•* r»ir !*■--»-: i <e^ ^* ir» •';^#^^ j-i«i - *« >- i***- 

ice T»:a. "2i»- i#***n. 7 •>- '■*-:»*-fc «*r - ■*• .^•i^^^^ 

K" — aacoH?* mi^ ^rmr.^s'. ■« •- *«*» ■« **«' '»*** «** •**• 

*^ TBTi* IMSIT"!^ :r-**-**^. u<: ^^ • '^ *- 'i*^ *••* ■«->-—«»• 

t.ri -wm*^ ^T\x \r "^ .is.*- <-^ •^■-^-» • -,^ 

\Lrz X'Jh 'JTl*-* Tli-r*- ;.•?■,;*-• ' j^ : ^r' *t *.*,/- *.-' ■«« 
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found foar pumps coustantly eoin? to keep the ship free, 
and Commauder Hopptier. his otBcers and men. ahnoit 
exhausted ^ith the incessant labor of the last eight-«zid- 
forty hours/* The two comuiauders set out in a boat ta 
survey the shore to the southward, in search of a place 
where the Fury, unable to proceed any &rther withoul 
repairs, might be hove down, ruinous as such a necessity 
must be. At about a mile farther down they found a 
place where three grounded masses of ice had three to 
four fathoms water within them, and which, with the as- 
sistance of art, might atford something like shelter. On 
returning, the ice had closed in. so as not only to prerent 
their moving, but that the smallest external pressure most 
inevitably force them ashore, neither ship having mora 
than two feet of ^Titer to spare. They were, however, 
soon relieved, and \)oth ships enabled to proceed to the 
place of the three bergs, where the formation of a basin 
was commenced, and completed by the 16th of August; 
all the Fury's stores, provisions, and other articles were 
landed, and she was hove down on the l?th. A gale of 
wind, however, destroyed the bergs, and made it neces- 
sary for both ships to be towed out into the sea, or, rath- 
er, the ice. The Fury was reloaded, but on the iJlst 
this unfortunate ship was again driven on shore. 

As every farther attempt to put her into a state of 
repair was now hopele^ts. Parry, after visiting her for 
the last time, says, ** every endeavor of ours to get her 
off, or, if got off, to float her to any known pfaice of 
safety, would be at once utterly hopeless in itself, and 
productive of extreme risk to our remaining ship." A 
suney, therefore, was held upon her ; and Commander 
Hoppner, with the other officers, were of opinioD ^- that 
an absolute necessity existed for abandoning the Fmy :** 
" my own opinion,'' says Parry, ** being thus coolinned 
as to the utter hopelessness of saving her, and feeiqg 
more strongly than ever the responsibility niiidi «^ 
tached to me of preserving the Heda mdwrt, Jt ^ 
with extreme pain and regret that I made the i \ 
the Fur^-'s officers and men to be sent for their i 
most of which had been put on shore with the ] 

The incessant labor, the constant state of 
and the frequent and imminent danger into ^ 



•«:i -• • »••:■«!.•• !: .-. •., .,. \ 
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20th of October, and was paid off at Woolwich on die 
21 8t of November. 

This last attempt for the discoveiy of a northwest 
passage, it must be admitted, is the least successfol of 
the \Sree that Captain Parry has now made, not merely 
as to any information regarding the passage, but as to 
any extension of geographical knowledge or of natural 
history. Of aU the Arctic countries visited by him, the 
two shores of Prince Regent's Inlet are the most naked 
and barren, the most dreary and desolate, that have 
been seen, not excepting even MelviUe Island — not 
merely desolate of human beings, but almost deprived, 
also, of all animal and vegetable life ; a gloomy, sad, and 
melancholy land. "We have scarcety," says Party, 
«* ever visited a coast on which so little of animal Me 
occurs. For days together only one or two seals, a sin- 
gle sea-horse, and now and then a flock of ducks, were 
seen." An exception, however, occurred in the num- 
berless kittiwakes flying about, and some hundreds of 
white whales sporting about the place where the Fury 
was abandoned. 

The transient view which was taken of Prince Re- 
gent's shores on the first voyage was favorable enoug^ 
to impress on the mind of Parry, on the failure of & 
second voyage, that to get fairly into the Polar Sea, 
" there is no known opening which seems to present 
itself so favorably for this purpose as Prince Regent's 
Inlet." And he repeats, in the voyage now under con- 
sideration, " to that point, therefore, I can, in the pres- 
ent state of our knowledge, have no hesitation in still 
recommending that any niture attempt should be di- 
rected." His advice was followed, and a second ship 
was left behind. A third, it is to be hoped, will never 
again attempt this vile inlet, even although it has since 
been ascertained, from another quarter, that its waters 
do communicate with the western portion of the Polar 
Sea ; such communication, however, gives no encour- 
agement for ships of any size to» make the trial of a 
passage into the Polar Sea by this route ; but more of 
this hereafter. 

An indiflerent person, who has but carelessly glanced 
over the three expeditions, or another who has studied 



mnd taken an interest in thf^ inhipnr. tronki 



blj come to a differp-nr opininn :mm ' .^rain ;* Jrr— . itui 
be disposed to think •^har. in iny rarriipr f^arti ttr t 
north we:? t ptams'*. fhe r^rnut or' ♦Iih / ir" uirt .*«-**-•»• 
and the Prince Rf^^entn [ni«r -jhniiw -rniailr ^ iV'.irt*^t. 
for. leading into one ?inorher. fhey ;nav #•* ■niwKit'rPft 
as one and the -wune riling. :in(i .ilikn inravuniiii*^ «» •«*^ 
navigation. The ailiiitionai *^nroiiniepment ^nw.si . * urr^ 
says has been atforled by the nivfirii^le inneanuiri-^ 't 
a navigable sea near the Hfinthwf^r*fm ■•xrrr-mirr if 
Prince Re2ent*s Inlet, it" it iiait my -xwr^-nrr* if "ntt 
appearances, misht f!errainiy lean 'ii 'he •unrUMvn liat 
the northern coast ot* Am«rca ^oiilrt .)e inorr«irnt-rf -v 
that route : but neither ParTj :it iiw -ime. ior n«i*«»«l 
any one. beinj; at all aware of* -vtiar iw Km^rran -.-in-c 
consisted o£. with iD* .^ea i^ncuraftereri r-rli ri* iivt el- 
ands, and navi^rahle only by -vmtH tr -ran/f*-^. -rfiUf Jiv«7 
been ot a very diiferent opinion. F.-ankiiu um: .t^-Jv- 
ardson. Utilise and Simp.V)n. nave .-viw -'ujir ^ri.iair.r«tfl 
us with the natnre of rimr t^jAMt. .t 4 ■r>' r 4 i *•- 
tinuovj coast from liie -yirttim if iiL.-2er.r'» ...*^. ■*#! 
therefore &JIs in with the 4f^kn irjintfin .r ^Af^m 
Parry, who says ■* he is rnor% "faan -T«-r rftf-r*-***** • •^. 
the belief diat the only way .n mnien « -r.^, %a. 't'T-. 
tolerable certainty, incceen .n v-rtfifncr.^ «r. . -^m^^- 
abbs distance, la *)y warr.mn« ^swr .r,^<;«£..£i tf•^:M•#^••Ml'> 
prodnced by winds ann %/:#?♦ ^^m-^, ^ t^ r .•* 
when lUitatiutd and .nci^-vtif?. ux tf^ys^ iw^ , « . . : ^.^^ 
in the same direcnAn." 

Thia paasage wm writren -.a -i^ ^^^j^. --^^flw- .n*r 
remainii. he 4ay^. wnf>il7 irukaK«^< £. i;^ ^-^i^-x •^-.^•. 
is the more remar«a<*<e. icr.r*' :'>- i-rjif^^r <.«' ■..-.-.1..-^ » 
danger to tfa«^ rv^ «r.i&4. uv: ':^. ttjc <«. »- ,^ »• 
tliem. while Kn^zi^-'^ '^* ^Jtmjr «% 4«-.f.. . **r.i».^..^ 
land, between m^M «-_: -rju«#o- /' ^^ 4^.- . .^^. 
tion- they w^f » V, rjuc-r :.>r.-' .' .^.---^ . -.,i-^ ' 

to imaairje r:/,w •* t.-_-, tf <:-• •_•,' .» .<^4,», .-.*-- 
die shorfe oc "»r_/:'- ;«.r'i' rjr^**^ -•'.*- -v. 
pricio'-i^iT * :at7 '>-■ •*-•'.. j» .- ^ ^ .. . ^. . 
point •xftT rrAT >r : --r-;^.. :3t- ,*«. .. .^^^ 
tion- e*p*r*'.Al7 fc=/-''-* •'.^<-v ^-: .^r .^ ^^..."^ , 
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should be tokl, as Captaio Pirry will tell him, that during 
the time his ships were made fast on the dangerous 
coast which has been spoken of, ** the ice was setting 
to the southward, and sometimes at a rapid rate, lull 
seven days out of ever}' ten," would not such a person 
naturally ask, why AN'as advantage not taken of such an 
auidliar^' when going in the right direction ? Captain 
Parr>' has replied to such a question. 

" On uuuicroiis occasions the shipd might easily have been 
placed among tiie ice. and left to dnft with it, in comparative, 
if not absolute security-, where the holding them on has been 
preferred, though attended with hourly and imminent peril. 
This was precisely the ca;>e on the present occasion ; the 
Bhi[>s might certainly have been pushed into the ice a day or 
two or even a week beforehand, and thus preserveti from all 
risk of being forctnl on shore ; but where they would haw 
been drifted, and where they would have been a^in disen> 
gaeetl from the ice, or at liberty to take ailvautage of the oc- 
casional o|)ouinp iu-shore (by which alone tlie ua\'igatiQn of 
these seas is to be {lerfonutnl with any degree of certainty), 
I believe it impossible for any one to form the most distant 
idea.'— P. 148. 

It will, perhaps, be considered indiscreet in a lands- 
man to question the opinion of one of such great nauti- 
cal skill, and so well experienced in the navigation of 
seas hampered with ice, whose exertions have been so 
honorable to himself and satisfactory' to his employers; 
but he is of too liberal a nature to take amiss, on a mat- 
ter of fact, what is well meant, however it may ditter 
from his own opinion. Fully persuailed that none can 
rise from the perusal of his ** Northern Voyages" with- 
out being impressed with a decided conviction that his 
merits as an otKcer and scientitic navigator are of the 
highest order; that his talents are not coutined to his 
professional duties, but that the resources of his mind 
are equal to the most arduous situations, and fertile in 
expedients under everj' circumstance, however difficult, 
dangerous, or unexpected — such a man may safely ven- 
ture, not merely to tolerate, but even to invite criticism, 
when candidly, honestly, and faitlifuUy offered. Par- 
ry's heart still continues to cling to the accomplishment 
of a northwest passa«;e, and most undoubtedly would put 
in practice such measures as, in his opinion and experi" 
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oSerirz \ sc2 aore expHcit azui d«dded fintxaBOBT to die^vst 
ue '■: tiieir ji'r- r«. i":ie 3cimxizl2» oc HudiOD. tVtffh and Dfc- 
via i- J £r?t ■:: all. Fr c-.acer are aie pmiocxioctf oit' zuea v?t 
Es"> CiTun- .- itamr . T'-ej e-rideTitiy re Ate thins* rsst u ±,ey 
aaw tl: -::... d^r*!!:^:^ "- i-'-'^^'n sa:it:cal azd hj-dr«?^raptical 3i> 
tce^ ^-5. e-. en at ±1* daj. are v^ilrzable i> aav seaiEaa £oi3^ 
over ±e Sim-* jr-mii. and ie^rrlbiiic every appeannce of 
namre, wbet^ier ■ - the lazA.i. tr:* seafor die ice, with a de- 
grei? o* raithf-^esc- wh'.oh can aloiie, perfeapk be dslr apfre^ 
cia"f?ii by th-vw who succeed thesi in dse ame re^^o* azai 
umier g-Jm-riar circTiin*ta::«:e*. The ^neral oatline of ihe 
laciis they dLpcovered \*-as laid do-wn 1?t dtemselve* vrith Aich 
eitrauirdiary preci*:on. even in lt>njr.r»ide. u scanxly tu re* 
qiire correctii>a in n»lem rime* ; of which £ict the' oldest 
mapsi iiow extant et Barn's Bay and the Soaici of Uoddoa 
ani: Da^-i*. constructed from the original materiaU. will adotd 
KifB.::r-n: pri--->f. The sisie acc;iracy i* ob«servable in dieir 
acc.-rLnt* I'f the tide*, -v^r^din^*. and bearings, phenomena m 
which thri :.-ipj»e i^f Ci.^O years can hare wnxi^t bnc little 
cLan;!'?". I: :*. indee^i. inijx>!spible tor any ofie per9t>aaUy ac- 
q-iain^?d with the rhenoii^ena of the icy seas to perrw tbe 
plain anii nnpretenain^ narratives of thede navi«mtt>Ts with- 
out reci 'piizinj: in almost every event they i^Iafie some cir^ 
(MmL^tance £miiliar ti i his own recoUectioa and experieztce. and 
meeting with number ie>ci remarks which bear mo6t oneqaiv- 
ocally a;K;it them the impress of truth. 

" \\"hr.o thi* dvn^;i?tLce to the faithfulness and accuracy 
with which they rec'-.-rded their d:scover.e«» one can not le« 
admire the intrepiilitv. perseverance, and skill with which, 
inadequately furnished a^ they were, thotite dtdcoreries were 
ejected, anil every difficulty and danger braved. That anr 
man. in a single frail vessel of five-and-twenty taoA, ill imnH 
in mrjst reiipects. and wh<illy unprovided for wintering, hav- 
ing to contend u-ith a thoilsand real difficulties^ as well as 
with numberless imaginary ones, which the sapentitioas 
then existing among sailors would not £ul to conjure up— 
that any man. under such circumstances, should, two hun- 
dred years ago, have perseveretl in accomplishing what oar 
old na\'i gators did accomplish, is. I confess, sofficient to cn^ 
ate in mv mind a feelin:? of the highest pride on the one 
hand, and almost approaching to humiliation on the other: of 
pride, in rememln^riug that it ^vas our countrymen who per- 
formed these exploits : of humiliatioUf when I consider how 
little, with all our advantages, tee have succeeded in going 
Wyond them. 

'• Iiidt-ed, the lonjer our exix>rience has been in the navi- 
gation of the iry &t.>a.<«, and the more intimate uur acquaint- 
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By transit of the Moon— Foster. 
By Jupiter's satellites — Foster. 
Magnetic dip of needle — Parry and Foster. 
Vanatiou — Parry and ^-arioos officers. 

The Board of Longitude having suggested that one 
of the objects of the present voyage should be the de- 
termination of the figure of the earth, by means of the 
vibration of a pendulum, the apparatus of Captain Hen- 
ry Kater's construction was supplied to the expedition, 
and placed in charge of Lieutenant Henry Foster. As 
it was necessary that the number of vibrations of the 
same pendulum should be known at different places, Mr. 
Pond, the Astronomer Royal, allowed the trial to be 
made at Greenwich. The results of the experimentB, 
as stated by Lieutenant Foster, give briefly — 

Number of vibrations at Greenwich . 86,159,434 

Ditto at Port Bowen . . 86p>30,242 

Length of seconds' pendulum in the 
latitude of Greeu^^-ich . . . . 39*13911 inches. 
Ditto at Port Bowen 39*203468 do. 

Whence, Mr. Foster says, the fraction expressing the 
diminution of gravity frxmi the pole to the equator is 
0054155, and 

The ellipticity of the earth, — I — . 

That of the French geometricians, . ^' ■ ■ 

Sabine from the north, — L^. 

Sabine, Melville Island, --L- 

3 13-6 

From Lieutenant James Clarke Ross the Appendix 
contains a brief account of the quadrupeds, birds, fishes, 
and insects, and invertebrate animals. There is abo an 
account by Sir William Hooker of the plants found in 
the course of this voyage. These may be briefly stated 
as under, embracing boSi east and west coast of mis por- 
tion of America. 

Quadrupeds. — The Polar Bear — Arctic Fox— Lemming 
—Polar Hare— Reindeer— Rough Seal— Black Whale— Nar^ 
Twhal. 

Birds. — Iceland Falcon — Snowy Owl— Raven— Lapland 
Finch — Snow-Bunting — Ptarmigan — Rock Grouse — Willow 
Partridge — Golden Plover— Phalarope, 2 species— GoUs^ 6 



194 ARCTIC VOTAGEB. 

10. That the red sandstone of Possession Baj, icc^ 
renders it probable that rock salt may occur in diatqaar^ 
ter. 

11. That the regions explored by Captain Parry have 
afforded various interesting and highly useful ores, such 
as octahedral, or magnetic iron ore ; rhomboidal, or red 
iron ore ; prismatic, or brown iron ore ; and chromate 
of iron ; also the conmion ore of copper, or copper py- 
rites, and sulphuret of molybdsena ; ore of titanium, and 
that valuable mineral, graphite, or black-lead. 

12. That gems are not wanting in the Arctic regicnis 
IS proved by 3ie abundance of the precious game!, which, 
on more particular examination of the primitive rocks, 
will no doubt be found to present all the beautiful cdon 
and elegant forms for which that stone is so much ad- 
mired. Kock crystal, beryl, and zircon have also been 
met with. 

13. That these countries exhibit the same general ge- 
ognostical arrangements as occur in other countries ex- 
amined by the naturalist ; *'• a fact," says the professor, 
** which strengthens that opinion, which maintains that 
the great features of nature in the mineral kingdom are 
every where similar, and consequently that the same 
general agencies must have prevailed generally daring 
the formation of the solid mass of the earth." 

14. And Professor Jameson concludes his remaiks in 
the 14th paragraph with a general observation, so beau- 
tifully expressed in language, and so true in subetanee, 
that it would be weU worth the attention of the modan 
physiologist, with his new creations springing out o^fienf 
mists, to leave his unsubstantial visions, and imitate die 
professor^s creed, 

" That the apparent irregnlaritieB which at first mffA 
present themselves to our attention in the grand arriiy 
ments in the mineral kingdom are the offi^rinff of our oiv 
feeble powers of observation, and disappear wnen tfae.phft* 
nomena are examined in all ihehc relations. It is f — ~ 
deed, that the mind obtains those enduring and 



yiews of the power of the Deity, whidi, in geoloffy, mfaiei i 
the patient observer, raise one of the most heaiimal nd hf* ^ 
teresting departments of natoral science to its tnie nhL srfK«ia 
prove that its relations connect, as it were, in tha *iv 
magnitude, the phenomena of the eardi with \ 
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ten-iivo am::i:o:ri*:;** : r»-- :*•*.: • . 

iiM'Ir'."— -Vji:-.. :•. :*•:. 

Captain Pariy. ::: - — • . - .^" 

withwiiich suii:. i* -.i- :.- .• . •* « • - . • 

severely roM Nv..:i- •.■.-. :• .-. - . 

red !it P«»rt iJ'Wr-!. ::. 

teimiit Ko'.tt-r '•;•.».:. J .» • - 

(ihservarory to rii'- •;:-■• • 

ured (.listaiic'' nl' • • :• • * 

ill order t«» lix .1 iw":. :. -/. . 

son halt* way l»r'-\v. •.•:.. * . . • - 

fouml. nn trial. ti.:r !:.*;.-. * 

lie could witli'Hit «lirn : •;. -. • 

the man at tliedi'.rai.r *•.-.• 

time was 1- : tlu* : t.-- .•*•.-. 

culm, clear, and *e:-»';..'." 

The Aurora i* ^:n%- i • . ' , - - 

nights fn»in (.)ct«»li.'r :■• M :- :..•:••••.• • • 

five in March, and twi :•.«••-. \ • 

is said of its ap|)»*int! ..•*. :i:. : • ■ • • ■ . 

sound produced. T':.* A'.r--i : • • * 

riation needles. w'i{:i':. w-r • - 

in the most delicaTi- !!..»•.!..•.•. 

The atnn»>ph'M»* i'lrs*.^ •:.- \n .• • , .. . • 

bave been taviira^l»* •• I :'::»• f\. .*.• ..••••• 

none could he nia'i** ap;» .'*•• .*. *.. .j . !' 

eli'ctronieter with l'^I : i* •»:" u :*:■.: * 

which was attaclie I ••» tie- i:.-.** : • t . . •• 

upper link, abuvf tii»- ina** :.- •.:.••_... • • 

the level of tin* >»-a : r.;* r w i* .\ / . .• • • • . 

perceptible eiV^rt. 

A won! on the dln»'rf-i.r»* ,.\ •»••:.'•-•.• . • i ' 
diiferent quantities nf ic*' •>'• *i>»* ••'»** i-." •^••"* ' 
continents. islan«ls. or >Tr;iiTs : :i w.-.i-K..- -^ 
which does not Hpp»*ar "•! i.-v-*' •••••'i - .• -■ ' 
plained — why tlie w»'srfrii «-":i^t- .» • • • .• •- 

ands. of stra'irs and inlets. ^imiiiiJ ♦ 

hampered with ic»* than 'lit- -asST'i .■ . , 

decifJedlv so. a.s many iii-taiic^. ti .m? .-m 

mentioned by Cnprain Parry. iniL'hr - j:v.-.. " "•■ 

easterly winds were tho moat prevaltfiit :«"•> ;«»w«-rTil. 
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the floes and masses of ice would no doubt be driven by 
them tx) the easterly coast ; but it wouM rather appear 
that within the Arctic Circle the northerly and westerly 
winds mostly prevail. The same thing obtains with re- 
gard to temperature, whether on the coasts of continents 
or islands, or even in the broad streets of towns, lying in a 
north and south direction. Thus, on the western coast of 
America, up as far as Cook^s River, between the latitude 
of 55° and 60°, the little certhias and the humming-birds 
are said to l)e chirping and singing, when from New- 
foundland in 50°, do^vn to Philadelphia in 40°, frost and 
snow cover the water and the ground. At home, the 
difference of temperature between the western coast or 
islands of Scotland and the eastern coast is so great, that 
tlie late Lady Bute found the Isle of Bute more conge- 
nial with her constitution than even England. The coast 
of Devonshire is of a much milder temperature than the 
coast of Noifolk. On the same principle, the east side 
of Regent-street, facing the west, will always be found 
more dry and free from moisture than the opposite side, 
facing the east; and so will the east side of Regent's 
Park be more dry, and the houses more free from moist- 
ure, than on the western side. 

From what caase does tliis proceed ? May it not be 
explained by the £ict that, at or a little before sunrise, 
the temperature of the atmosphere is much lower than 
at or a little after sunset, and that, from the former pe- 
riod to the meridian, the influence of the sun is consid- 
erably less than from the meridian to the latter ; in oth- 
er words, that the power of the sun during the first half 
of the day, when his rays pass over the eastern land, if 
much less than when he is pouring his beams on tbe 
western land for the second half of the day ? If it be 
conceded that the setting sun shedding its rays on a west- 
ern coast creates a more warm or mild temperature than 
is felt by the more oblique rays at the same time shed 
on the eastern land, perhaps it may assist to eolve the 
problem ; but the difference is not so great as to explain 
the cause of the permanently-fixed ice, for instance, aa 
the east coast of Greenland, or of Southampton Islaiid, 
and many other coasts running north and south. 

^* These facts, when taken together,*' Parry sayti 
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add to these the indefatigable labors of Sir James Clarko 
Ross, who has passed seven or eight winters of his life 
in the ice, having recently returned from a three years' 
expedition into the Antarctic Ocean — when these sever- 
al cases are prominently brought before us, the only con- 
clusion to be arrived at is this, that the desire for distinc- 
tion, and the confident hope of meriting it by some new 
discover}', overpower every apprehension of danger or 
difficulty, being satisfied that they possess resources 
within themselves, and a sufficient stock of moral cour- 
age to struggle against and to conquer both difficulty and 
danger. There is also something inviting to a seaman's 
mind in exploring new countries, which is not the less 
relished by the access to them being beset with obsta- 
cles which to overcome must sometimes require ex- 
treme suffering, and even the sacrifice of life. 

The enterprise about to be described had plenty of 
novel!}', difficult}', and danger to recommend it; but 
Parry was not a man to rush headlong into a novel and 
perilous scheme without making inquiry into its nature. 
On consulting Phipps's voyage of 1773, he finds Cap- 
tain Lutwidge describing the ice for ten or twelve leagues 
as *'' one continued plain of smooth, unbroken ice, bound- 
ed only by the horizon." Mr. Scoresby's account was 
stronger still. ** I once saw," he says, ** a field that was 
so free from either fissure or hommoc, that I ima^ne, 
had it been free fh>m snow, a coach might have been 
driven many leagues over it in a durect line, without ob- 
struction or danger." Great encouragement these re- 
ports certainly afforded for the progress of a sledge* 
borne boat. Captain Parry, however, adds a fiirther 
stimulus — that his hopes of success were principalbsr 
founded on the proposition that had been made 1^ hii 
friend and brother-officer. Captain Franklin, who had 
himself volunteered to conduct it. 

Two boats were specialty constructed for tiiis pur- 
pose, twenty feet long and seven broad, flat-floored, and 
built as stout as wood and iron could ma^ them, and so 
fitted as to contain nautical and other instruments, bags 
of biscuit, pemmican, spare clothing, and a variety a 
smaller stores, chiefly provisions. "A bamboo mast 
nineteen feet long, a tarred duck sail, answering also tho 



:f.' ■^.- • : _ . 


■rii :i:. . -■-••• -. 


Ha: ..rf.r.-. .-• .- 


Ko>t.T fii-.ji * .•• z.*--. •.. • 


irjiiric miviiratnr. wh.,. ^ 


LSthiiuis ut' Piiunina ; *li>* 


ror. on the fxistiiiLi vuy.i-. 


)tM'n rln» >eiMiijii ill fjurim: 


:bt.' South !'■ :••• r.:\\}'"::'.ti 


m tlu* ;.r. -»-..' • •:-. 


Ua t:.- ;-- : \ ••' . : - 



200 ARCTIC YOTAGE8. 

and made sail from the Nore, and on the 19th arrived at 
Hammerfeat, where they were to receive on board ei^ 
reindeer, with a supply of moss (Cenomyce rangiferina) 
for their provender. Here Parry gleaned some instruc- 
tions for the management of the deer. 

" Nothing can be more bcautlM than the training of the 
Lapland reindeer. With a simple collar of skin rmind his 
neck, a single trace of the same material attached to the polk 
or sledge, and passing between his legs, and one rein &stened 
like a halter round his neck, this inteUigent and docile animal 
is perfectly under conmiand of an experienced driver, and 
penorms astonishing journeys over the softest snow. When 
me rein is thrown over on the off-side of the animal, he int- 
mediately sets off at fiill trot, and stops short the instant it is 
thrown l>ack to the near side. Shaking the rein over his back 
is the only whip that is required." — P. 6. 

The quantity of clean moss, per day, fen: each deer, 
is stated to be four pounds, but they go five or six days 
without provender, and without suffering materially. 
Snow is to them the best kind of water, and ice a com- 
fortable bed. It may well be imagined how valuable 
such animals wore likely to be to the party ; and Parry 
observes, that *^ the more we became accustomed, and, 
I may say, attached to them, the more painful became 
the idea of the necessity which was likely to exist, of 
ultimately having recourse to them as provisions for our- 
selves." 

On the 14th of May the Hecla rounded Hakluyt*s 
Headland, and met with such a tremendous gale of wind 
and gusts from the high land as almost to lay the ship on 
her beam ends, and oblige them to reduce the canvas 
to the main-topsail and stormsails, and let her drive to 
leeward. Parry suggests it might have been such a 
storm as this that gave the name of this headland, in an 
old Dutch chart, the DuyveVs Hoek. From this time 
till the embarcation in boats, which did not take place till 
after " a close and tedious * besetment* of twenty -four 
days," that is, from the 14th of May till the 8th of June, 
may be looked on as so much lost time. Indeed, after 
being released, it required a long, anxious, and tedious 
search for a properly secure harbor in which to leave the 
Hecla, where she might conveniently be fomid on the 
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to US, while the rest of the things just mentioned would 
only have been an encumbrance.*' 

What became of those interesting little creatures, the 
eight reindeer, which were spoken of with a kind of af- 
fectionate regard, while it was hinted that the painful 
necessity might arise of having recourse to them as pro- 
vision, is not stated. It was soon evident, indeed, ^m 
the appearance of the ice, that they could not be of the 
slightest use, but a great encumbrance in the boats : of 
their ultimate fate no mention is made in the narrative. 

Lieutenant Crozier accompanied the boats as far as 
Walden Island, where a deposit of provisions was left, 
whence they proceeded to Little Table Island to exam- 
ine and resecure the provisions that had been left there 
for their return. The prospect to the northward was 
favorable enough, only a small quantity of loose ice be- 
ing in sight, the weather calm and clear, with the sea as 
smooth as a mirror ; thus *■'' we set ofif without delay, at 
half past ten, taking our final leave of the Spitzbergen 
shores, as we hoped, for at least two months. The wal- 
ruses here were very numerous, lying in herds upon the 
ice, and plunging into the water to follow us as we pass- 
ed. The sound they utter is something between beUow- 
ing and very loud snorting, which, together with their 
grim, bearded countenances, and long tusks, make them 
appear, as indeed they are, rather formidable enemies 
to contend with. 

" Steering due north, we made good progress, our lat- 
itude, by the sun^s meridian altitude at midnight, being 
80° 51' 13". At noon the next day, after a run of two 
hours in open water, with a westerly wind, we were 
stopped by close ice, and obliged to haul the boats upon 
a small fioe-piece, the latitude by observation being 81° 
12' 51". 

As this voyage is of so bold and daring a character, and 
in all its circumstances so novel and perfectly unique, no 
description of it, except in the words of the conunander 
of the Enterprise himself, can convey to the reader an 
adequate idea of the arrangements and the management 
of it. The usual mode pursued by this gallant party on 
their adventurous voyage is thus described : ( 

** Our plan of traveling being nearly the same throughout 
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this excnrsion, after we first en?er»*il npon 'hi* >»•. T -nar it 
once give some accomit of our »L*iiiil miMic -h' mif-t-tiuiij. .t 
wiis my iuteuliou to travel wLoiiy :it nuur. imi 'n t-^t »r 
day, tliere being, of course. cunsT.'uit iLiyiiijiir n -hfnt^ ■p-jmru 
during the simimer senzrnn. Th»* i»iviiir;i:jr'?4 tt" •lis.-* t.:m. 
which wjw o<'casion.illy ilemnrr»*ti hy rirr:imM:uif-»^. Mnj*L-ii-fl. 
first, in our avoiding the intrtue :mii ■innr»»'^iv.» jian- n-m 
the snow durin? the time of the ■nm'<* jr>vir«*!<r iinriutiv ^i w 
to prevent, in some decree, the painnii intL-inimaiiMU n 'im 
eyes odled * snow-hUndneHS/ which in oommim u ui •nf»^w 
countries. We also thus enioy»ni rrrr^tfr -.vMrmTli i'ir:i.' !« 
hours of rest, ami hail a l)etter ch:inre irf .ir.- nu .t;r ,♦.»!.."• -. 
besides which, no small ailvanta^e w.-w der.v.ii •p.in Uf .iu«*» 
beinir harder at nit:ht for tnvelin-j. T}n» ■.inv i;-:u:-. ii.:i»-.r« 
of this plan w;is. that tlie fii:rs w»»r*- ■nimi»wi:ir im-n* n'uM-nt 
and more thiik iiv night th;in hy ii:iy. Tiii.ui:.'! — 'Vi n 'li.-. -p*- 
spcct there \v,ia less ditf»»reQre rii.in :ni::!iT linv-* i»*i't: -nrv 
jKistni, the tempt^mturr* iiiirin:r rh»» •xv.virv-'iiiir H'nr- ;..i:.r- 

coinp but little vHriation. This •nvfiiiiL' .*■ uuJst hjiT r>- 

inir by day so complet*-iy inv#»rteii *:i»* :inr:iri: >n\,*r » i. ; . *. 
that it was difticiilt D:» per^uaiie our.^ivfM .if 'ii** ••■n:.'^ -n 

tlie officers and my^*?I^ who wre ill nimu-iirii v •:. -.-i.-r 
chronometers, coulii not alwny-* nt»ar in :ni;)it it v ..-i: -*r" r" 
tlie twenty -four hours we iiail irrv«»fi : mil 'lif.* v.— .- ^-:-- 
eral of the men who der lareil. ind I -i^-nt'v.- -r. ■■ :..i: --." 
never knew ni^rht from d:iy durinj 'lit' vii-r* ■■:.• - 

"When we m««e in tiie ev»»nin;.'. *••• •.<*;»i!.,-. .-i: - -t 
by prayers, after which we r«ink .»f -nr ••.r - •• - . -■ • • — - 
and put on thos*» lor travelinc: 'h.t* r;i»-i>— »• • . • - • 
camlet, lined with racoon skin, iml 'ht- ;.•?.— * •• ■ . ^ 
box-cloth. Wp made a point of i.-.viv, ,••:,._• ' .- a.- *- 
■tockinirs and boots for travel :n:r .n. *■;•••;.#— ; ^ -;..■ ^-^ 
during the day cir not: anil I ■>*:;»-r* t * — r. - ^ 

six instances, at the most. t:-ir tii**'- -v.— - ^ •-•.,— • - 

or liartl fixiztm. This, intieeii. wi.* .?' .1 . • *-- •',..- .'- •• 
tlie «liscomfort of tir«t pi;tri:i.r •«it-'-.-i •. - - ---^ -^ 

were snr»* to be thomT;-ir.y w-- i-.i %-.;-—.--•■ - ■ -^ 

commencing; our joume\-. wr.-.".r- -»'.■.« • •■- • -• . • 

of vital importance to kef p liry *:..:.-■• # - - ■*■ .0- ^ 

* " Ilaii we ■iirr^v-iiffii 12 .-■■'^' .'.-.; ' - .*----.- - ■ - 

rhanar** of thf fun"* alt-r;. :* iirr..- -- - ■ ■ * 
cpptihlr, it woTi'.-l ha--^ -•**'r. ."^--- ■ ■• - 

means of knowjij thi*. *:t.^'- vr. -" ' ■ - ' 
have carru'il u«. "w"--n -x* r.> -.>■.-..•-.-. ■ .- - 

or IffO^ from, th.** .-. ~.t r. - . . '" 
BOino chrt>nomft*-r». '■'.r.i-.-. -^ ■- -r T--- 
of which thfj hour-cfci.'j .t.v:* •-- 7 -.-^ •■- • • - - 

ty-four hours bcia^ maru;^ ,--.=.; -u* , .- . - > 
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* rigged* for traveling, we break&sted nixm warm cocoa and 
biscuit, and after stowing the things in the boats and on the 
sledges, so as to secure them, as much as possible, irom wet, 
we set off on our day's jopmey, and osually traveled from 
five to five and slialf hours, then stopped an hour to dine, 
and again traveled four, five, or even six hours, according to 
circumstances. After this we halted for the m^ht, as we 
called it, though it was usually early in the momm^, select- 
ing the largest surface of ice we happened to be near ibr 
hauling the boats on, in order to avoid the danner of its break- 
ing up by coming in contact with other masses, and also to 
prevent drift as much as possible. The boats were placed 
close alongside each other, with their stems to the wind, the 
snow or wet cleared out of them, and the sails, supported by 
the bamboo masts and three paddles, placed over them as 
awnings, an entrance being left at the bow. Every man then 
immediately put on dry stockings and fiir boots, aiter which 
we set abqut the necessary repairs of boats, sledges, or 
clothes ; and, after serving tne provisionf £>r the soa^eding 
day, we went to supper. Most of the officers and men then 
smoked their pipes, which served to dry the boats and awnr 
inss very much, and usually raised the temperature of our 
lodgings 10^ or 15°. This part of the twenty^or hoars was 
often a time, and the only one, of real ei^oyment to us ; the 
men told their stories, and ' fought all dieir battles o*er again,' 
and the labors of the day. unsuccessful as they too often were, ' 
were forgotten. A regular wateh was set during our resdng- 
time, to look out for bears, or for the ice breaking up round 
us, as well as to attend to the drying of the clothes, each 
man alternately taking this duty for one hour. We then con- 
cluded our day with prayers, and having put on our fur dress- 
es, lay down to sleep with a degree of comfort which per- 
haps few persons would imagine possible under such circnm- 
stances ; our chief inconvenience being, that we were some- 
what pinched for room, and therefore obliged to stow rather 
closer than was quite agreeable. The temperatore, while 
we slept, was usually firom 36° to 45°, according to tfie state 
of the external atmosphere ; but on one or two occasions, in 
calm and warm weather, it rose as high as 60° to 66°, obli- 
ging us to throw off a part of our fur dress. After we had 
slept seven hours, the man appointed to boil the cocoa roused 
us, when it was ready, by the sound of a bugle, w^hen we 
commenced our day in the manner before described. 

" Our allowance of provisions for each man per day was 
as follows : 

Biscuit . . . .10 ounces. 

Pemmican .... 9 " ,\ 
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Sweetened Cocoa Powder . 1 onnce to mtkn our puii. 

Rum . . . . 1 gill. 

Tobacco . . . . 3 ounces ]ier w<'.(;k. 
Our fuel consisted entirely of spirits of wjjic, 'd v^ii'tnU Iwm 
pints formed our daily allowence, tlie rxjcM U-in/ t>injkt:*i lu 
an iron boiler, over a £(hallow iron lar/ip, wild m-vf-n wirki-. 
We usually found one pint of the »«jKrit* »if win*- nuHiiu'iii J<#i 
preparing our breakfast, that in, for h*^tifi;r tiH pinU *ti waUrr, 
though it always commenced fmrn lh»- V'tit^M'tniw tA '6'/:-. 
If the w^eather -^^-as calm and fair, thit^ '{'laiftfty of lufj \n*ni^U\ 
it to the boiling point in alxiut aij ii*mr aurj « i^tntru-t l/iji 
more generally Uie wicks Ijet'aij Vi ^o om \M^\*t%t i> i*ii4] 
reached 200^. This, however, ixm'i*- :j v«:rv «/iiiiliirLH/.i ikuiJ 
to persons situated as we were- S'jrn, wjtu v«-f v Jiii.« v.iij. 
ation, w^s our regular routine duriu;; Xah, wiioii «if loi;: i,/, 
cmrsion.*^ — P. 55-59. 

The party must IwTe li^f^n jin^-vouiily i\iihH\t\tinn\A.*\ tm 
finding the state of the irf wholiv t***- rt-M-itu- lA ^jimi it 
had been repref»ent-ed \ifimtT Mfttitij,' uui. Jii(»L<;iifJ «#t u 
ing a fine, smooth k-v^^l phiin. *■ o\«;r wiurij u tMUft- nn^tio 
have been driven manv ksajru^'f :'' iii»iiraf: «*f « 4Hfij/u«.i 
floes, it consistted ♦•ntir^ly <if Htimt!. iofiiM iiif*.' iu^^mI 
n^asses, oUigiug tbniij -to fiiai>« tnti;* jouiixtrvh toi«<l 
sometimes foiu*. witL tli*- Uiuti^ an'' in^nj^ty.* tut*'. \*> 'miM-At 
several times acrosf narrow ifOint of v^uUti J.n*' /«*> 
tbe descriptions eix^u by f^.ajititii. Jjut«%i«;p uu*' 'Mi 
Scoresby might J^e quil»- 'jut*:*;? u' iii« tnui fljiiiij'u j«i«w 
totally diflerent- lli*- '-'iridriou of tru- t*,* \u*sn*y innn 
Tear to year. One duy. w*- uf»- toic. <iuniij' ui'iivv lUiu. 
they advaxicad bin huli fa mii*- w lour huu":- Af niioiii 
er time, in thick w^utti^r. u<*r i(;i %« iu; bo inut'Ai m unj 
tion as to make il dun{:«^ruu» to «:tuor «m11j itm^ii/'J i/t/iiU* 
tbe masses bein^ ho Kujali. Auuttj^'f <iiiy tiii«,\ liii«<;«><j (iji 
a smafl floe, but "it }«roi«9d bc ''u^<7<) tim' v^t- w«;ft 
obliged to make tbn9«- tiu'J »<»ffiiftitfi«?r lour jOMM«fjk t witii 
the boats and pnirJHJonK. uttC tu-f tn i« vii«y ciri.-uituut- 
route, so that tij»- ruu(? i»v v.iii'.i vn mti'Ii j^ initt «i< 
Dorthinc "^at h fuL luii*- arj'. i u»\* n <(i<j;m aiif '/>i i 

thJ* we iuid Ki^tn:***; U- m-cih* (ivt aij*. o<iir.i-*ijij« . <j.i .ii. 
tames." Jtwion,. iriiii :ii« 'iO'.i. Jjj» <«««v »i*iry .-■.,i».i^ Vo 
the 3(.nxL. r whK jiiuuf. im ai ou(>4" vuijf«i. a- ii4«(.ij.f^fi> 
thai iher imC r«to'ju*9C nt luj^iier iiuu. ^r. '- :i^^', -- ^ iimiI 
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we had made only eight mfles of northing rince oar kst 

observation at noon on the 25th." 

Captain Parry observes, that as the temperatnre by 
night and day was liable to litde variation, some incon- 
venience was experienced with regard to noticing the 
time. To obviate any mistake which at or near die 
Pole might lead them, by taking the wrong twelve 
honrs, to a meridian 180° from the intended one, they 
had some chronometers of which the hour-hand made 
only one revolution in the day, the twenty-four honrs 
being marked round the dial-pkite. (See page 203 and 
Note on this subject.) 

The 1st of July brou^t them to no better ice ; a few 
small floes occurred, with pools of water between them, 
the ice less broken up, and sometimies tolerably level ; 
but six to eighteen inches of soft snow lying on the sur- 
face made the traveling very fatiguing, and obliged the 
party to undergo at least two, and sometimes three, jour- 
neys with their loads. On the boats landing on a floe- 
piece. Parry and Ross generaDy walked on ahead to 
select the easiest road for the boats to follow; the 
sledges came after them, by which the snow was trod- 
den down, and made easier for the boats. What follows 
is too interesting to be omitted. 

" As soon as we arrived at the other end of the floe, or 
came to any difficult place, we momited one of the highest 
hommocs of ice near at hand (many of which were finom 
fifteen to twenty-five feet above the sea), in order to obtain a 
better view around us ; and nothing could well exceed the 
dreariness which such a view presented. The eye wearied 
itself in vain to find an object but ice and sky to rest upon ; 
and even the latter was onen hidden fiiom our view by flw 
dense and dismal fogs which so generally prevailed. For 
want of variety, the most trifling circumstance engaged a more 
than ordinary share of our attention ; a passing gull, a man 
of ice of unusual form, became objects which our sitoatioa 
and circumstances magnified into ridiculous importance ; and 
we have since often smiled to remember the eager interest 
with which we regarded many insignificant occurrences. It 
may well be imagined, then, how cheering it was to timi 
fi:x)m this scene of inanimate desolation to our two Uttle boats 
in the distance, to see the moving figures of our men "winding 
with their sledges among the hommocs, and to hear once 
more the sound of human voices breaking the stiUneas of thil 
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we had killed in the coarse of Ihe last week; and tins was a 
luxury which persons thns situated could peihaps alone duly 
appreciate. We had seen in the course of the day a few 
rotges, a dovekie, a loom, a moUemuck, and two or duree 
very small seals." — P. 70. 

On the 12th of July they had reached the latitude of 
82° 14' 28" ; a brilliant day and clear sky overhead, "an 
absolute luxury to us.*' The pools and streams on the 
floes increased, and caused the men to make a very cir- 
cuitous route. " If any thing could have compensated for 
the delay these occasioned us, it would have been the 
beautiful blue color peculiar to these super-glacial lakes, 
which is certainly one of the most pleasing tints in na- 
ture." The next day they were in latitude 82° 17' 10"; 
no bottom with 400 fathoms of line ; temperature of 
water brought up, 31° ; of surface water, 32^° ; of the 
ice, 33° ; of the air, 36°, "On this day we saw," says 
Parry, " during this last journey, a mollemuck, and a 
second Ross gull ; and a couple of small flies (to us an 
event of ridiculous importance) were found upon the 
ice," but whether living or dead is not recorded. 

No improvement on the 14th, after five hours' un- 
ceasing labor ; the progress was a mile and a half due 
north, though from three to four miles had been trav- 
ersed, and ten at least walked, having made three jour- 
neys a great part of the way, lanched and hauled up 
the boats four times, and dragged them over twenty -five 
separate pieces of ice ; no improvement in the traveling. 
" After more than eleven hours of actual labor on the 
18th, requiring for the most part our whole strength to 
be exei-ted, we had traveled over a space not exceeding 
four miles, of which only two were made good." But 
this snail-like progress was not the worst that befell 
them ; it was very small, but still it was progress. NoWi 
however, the 20fli of July, Parry says, 

" We halted at 7 A.M., having by our reckoning accom- 
plished six miles and a half in a N.N.W. direction, the dis- 
tance traversed being ten miles and a half. It may therefbrs 
be imagined how great was our mortification in nq^ing that 
our latitude by observation at noon was only 82° 36' 52", 
being less than Jive miles to the northward of onr place at 
noon on the 17tn, since which time we had certainly tzaveled 
twelve in that direction."— P. 94. 
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Under these discouTB^ng c ir cumsUnce^ k wi 
hd prudent to avoid making the fact known to the nufn ; 
nt the same time, a Terr serious calamity was narrow Ij 
escaped : the floe on which thev were broke under the 
weight of the boats and sledges, and the latter were 
nearly lost through the ice : some of the men. too, 
went through, but were proTidentialhr saved. On the 
2*2d, however, the ice had considerably improved : cb0 
floes became large and tolerably level, and some znod 
lanes of water occurring, it was cakulated they had 
made between ten and eleven miles, and trav«fned a 
distance of about seventeen, after more than twelve 
hours* actual traveling, by which the people were ex- 
tremely fatigued ; " but while the work,'* says Parry, 
** seemed to be repaid by any thing like progreM. cbe 
men labored with great cheerfulness to the ntmnat of 
their strength/' It may readily be imagined that tbm 
improvement of the ice, and with it the increased pnn^- 
ress, gave much satisfaction, though the encoaragin^ 
prospect was but of short duration. 

" In proportion, then, to the liope:^ we haii \i^Tia b> ear^r- 
tain, wua our di^ppointment in finding at nnoa tnat w< went 
in latitude 82^ 43' 5'', or not quite fiior mH^ v> tiws w>r*i^ 
ward of yesterday 's observation, izutead of the b»a 'jt «*i«^«ii 
which we had traveled ! However, we determixuwi v, ^i.^ 
tinue to the last our utmost exertjonn, xbfuish w^ ^-rnui v^t 
once encourage the men by adiMuin:; th#-in m' •-.•ir n uuxur 
good progress ; and setting out at «v»m m Ui^ *-:— .aij w»m 
found that our hope of havmg pemauwrntlv r^4r.&^< -^rs^^ ^m 
was not to be realized, for the floe on whica w* m^* »i» •» 
fiill of hommocs that it took as just tiz vn^r* \i rr-jm t. Ha 
distance in a straight line not exc^^^Lax tv/ axi^a mA « 
half."— P. 98, 99. 

Such a resuh was disheartening eorAxii v. -x^ ^4U 
ceis, who knew to what little eflfcit tbt lorjtfi^ ••'^ 
made, of which, however, the men m;^^^sn*<. v. u^^ 
no suspicion, though Parry say* -tfa^ '/v-- as^.^.j'^j 
remarked that *we were a Vx.% ♦i-'z* jer.n^ .. • .^ 
83°.'" This was merely the yr^ fc*»-r:^< m -j^j 
certainly had no suspicion ttiat os. 'z^^ if:' 
point they would have been eiti:-*-: v- '^^ 
pounds.* But, had they knr/mL c :«r^* *j»^. u^ 
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labored more earnestly than they did. In thehr tXaw 
advance to the northward, the ice became so small thafe 
a single piece only could be found to place the boats 
upon. On the 26th Parry says, 

" The weather improving toward noon on the 26th, we 
obtained the meridian altitude of the smi, by which we foond 
ourselves in latitude 82^ AO' 23" ; so ihat, since our last ob- 
sen-ation (at midnight on the 22d), we had lost by drift no 
less than thirteen mUes and a hall*; for we were now more 
than three miles to the aotUhward of that observation, though 
we had certainly traveled between ten and eleven due north 
in this inten'al ! Again, we were but one mile to the north 
of our place at noon on the 21st, though we had estimated 
our distance made good at twenty-three nules. Thus it ap- 
peared that for the last five days we had been struggling 
against a southerly diift exceeding four miles a day."— F. 102. 

It now became obvious that the sea in tius latitude 
had assumed a character utterly unfit for the kind of 
navigation, or, rather, of floe-traveling, which had hither- 
to been pursued — in short, that it had become hopeless 
to pursue tlie journey any farther. 

'^It had, for some time past, been too evident that the 
nature of the ice with whicm we had to contend was socb, 
and its drift to the southward, especially with a northeilj 
wind, so great, as to put beyond our reach any thins bat a 
very moderate share of success in traveling to the normward. 
Still, however, we had been anxious to reach the highest 
latitude which our means would allow, and vrith this view, 
although our whole object had long become unattainaUe, 
had pushed on to the northward for thirty-five days, or nntfl 
half our resources were expended, and the middle of our 
season arrived. For the last few days the eighty-third paral- 
lel was the limit to which we had ventured to extend oar 
hopes ; but even this expectation had become considerablT 
weakened since the setting in of the last northeiiy wmd, 
which continued to drive us to the southward during tiie 
necessary hours of rest nearly as much as we could gam by 
eleven or twelve hoiu^ of daily labor. Had oar sooceai 
been at all proportionate to our exertions, it was my fiill in- 
tention to have proceeded a few days beyond the middle of 
the period for which we were provided, trusting to the re- 
sources we expected to find at Table Island. But this was 
80 £u* fix)m being the case, that I could not but consider it ai 
incurring useless fatigue to the officers and men, and annece*- 
sary wear and tear for the boats, to persevere any longer ni 
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"Oar ensigns and pradaab irere di^tbrcd dnnur Aa 
dar ; and severplv as we reinnetted not having been aue to 
hoUt the British ^as in the )iighe«t latimde to which we had 
aspired, we fhall perhaps be excused in havin* feh fiome 
little piide in bein^r the bearerit c«f it to a parallel coDadera- 
blv bevond that mentioned in any other weU-amhemacaled 
record'. ** 

On the *27th they set out on their return to tlie aonth- 
ward, and, says Parry. ** I can safely say that, dreaiy 
and cheerless as were the scenes we were about to 
leave, we never turned homeward with so bttie salisfac- 
tion as on this occasion.** No man nor body of men aro 
chargeaUe with blame for not accomplishing impoasibil- 
ities : the party in question hare done more than bad 
ever been done at any time, or more probably than wiB 
ever be done again on the same plan ; it is much to say 
that they succeeded, in advancing towaid the Pole « 
the earth, to a point which no human being before them 
had ever reached, and after a cheerful and patient en- 
durance of laboiious drudgery, wluch, it is to be hoped, 
no human being will ever hereafter be induced to repeat. 

It win not be necessary to foOow our Toyagers on 
their return : the permanency of the southern cuirmt, 
for so it would seem, afforded them the sadsfactioQ of 
feeling that whatever length of journey they made to the 
northward would be so much gain, and no back-sliding; 
every mile would teU ; they had, moreover, the advan- 
tage which is noticed by Parry, of getting rid of the 
glare from the snow, on accoimt of the lowness of the 
sun at night, as also the comfortable change when look- 
ing out for the road ; and had the sun behind tiiem, in- 
stead of facing it, as on the outward journey. Nothing 
▼ery remarkable occurred on their return. A quantity 
of snow was met with, tinged to the deptb of seveial 
inches with some red coloring matter: this red snow 
occurred in two or three spots, some of which they bot- 
tled, and found, on examination in En^and by Sir Will- 
iam Hooker, as former specimens were, to be the Pal- 
meUa nivalis,, one of the Algae, and which, long before, 
Bauer had pronounced to be Uredo tdv€dis. 

" A &t she-bear croflsed over a lane of < water to visit oil 
and approaching the boats within twenty yards, was killea 
by Lieat Boas. The scene which followed was langlable, 
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bad devoarH afl the bread, which occasioned a i 
nmon^ the men that ^* Brum was onlr square with us." 
Captain Parry'jj ob^eiTatioD on finally quittiiig the ice, 
aft<fr taking up his abode upon it for foUj-ei^it days, 
was, ** I can not dbscribe the comfort we experienced ia 
once more feeling a diy and solid footing/* Of the for- 
ty-eight days, thirty -three were passed on the ontwaid, 
and fifteen on the return voyage ; such is the diffiBrence 
between going with the stream and against it. 

liable Ifflarird, however, afforded no place for the men 
to r€»it. So rugged and inhospitable is this nordiem 
rock, that not a single spot was found where the boats 
could be hauled up. To the Ulet lying off Table Island, 
which. Parry says, ** is interesting, as being the north- 
ernmost known land upon the globe, I have appfied the 
name of Lieutenant Ross in the chart ; adding, ** for I 
beUeve no individual can have exerted himself more 
strenuously to rob it of this distinction.** Any thing that 
confers a distinction on the name of James Roas is wor- 
thy of recording, and such is the following passage from. 
Sir William Hooker on the " Botany :" " Those spe- 
cies that were gathered in Ross's Islet are peculiarly in- 
teresting, from the circumstance of that isbnd constitu- 
ting the most northern known land in the worid.'* The 
faints named are, Bryum — Hypnum (two species) — 
Tricostomum — Polytrichum — Jungermannia — Gyro- 
phora (Rocktripe, two species) — Cetraria — Cenomyoe 
(Reindeer grass, two species)— Stercoiolon — Sphiero- 
phoron — Alectoria — Cornicularia — Ulva — Philota. 

It was not till the 21 st of August that they arrived on 
hoard the Hecla, after an absence of sixty-one days, 
"being received," says Parry, "with that warm and 
cordial wekwme which can alone be felt and not describ- 
ed." Thus ended at Spitzbergen this novel and peril- 
ous expedition, of which, though the object was not ac- 
complished, every officer and man employed in it nu^ 
be proud. Thus far Parry concludes his narrative : 

" The distance traversed during this ezcnraion was ^ve 
huudn^d and sixty ^nine geographical miles; bat allowing for 
the nuinb*;r of timr.*8 we had to return for our b^gage dorioff 
the grrMitr.T part of the journeys over the ice, we estimated 
our actuiil traveling at nine hundred and seventy-eight geo- 
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iDg to about a degree and a half, and in scxne ; 
to 2J°, the maximnm variation being about 4^ 22' P.M. 
The change of intensity giving an increased acti<Hi was 
about lO'^ 20' A.M., and minimum intensity about mid- 
night. 

The animals met with on the shores of Treurenburg 
Bay and of Way gat Strait were of the same kind, but 
less [dentiful than those on the west coast of Spitzbeigen ; 
they consisted chiefly of sea-horses, narwhals, and white 
whales, but no black ones ; the more conmion animals 
were principally reindeer, bears, foxes, glaucous and 
ivory gulls, tern, eider ducks, and grouse. Seventy 
reindeer were killed, chiefly small, and until the middle 
of August not in good condition ; they wer 3 miet with in 
herds, from six or eight to twenty. Thre e bears were 
killed, one of which was of more than orr inary dimen- 
sions, measuring eight feet four inches fi jm die snoot 
to the root of the till. 

The boat expedition was less fortunate with regard 
to animals ; few living creatures were seen, and these 
mostly gulls, and one insect found on a piece of ice, and 
it was a dead Aphis. It has a chapter to itself in the 
Appendix, headed I^sfCT. Parry says, '* I am indebted 
to the friendship of Mr. J. Curtis for the following de- 
scription of the only insect that was obtained during the 
voyage." The description gives no intelligible informa- 
tion, only that it resembles another species called A. 
picea* ** The circumstance of the Aphis borealis hav- 
mg been found on floating floes of ice on the Polar Sea, 
at one hundred miles distance from the nearest known 
land, and as far north as 82J^°, renders it in a more than 
ordinary degree interesting. As the one it resembles 
feeds on the silver fir, so it is supposed that the floating 
trees of fir that are to be found so abundantly on the 
shores and to the northward of Spitzbergen nu^t pos- 
sibly be the means by which this insect has been trans- 
ported to the northern regions." Perhaps so ; but it 
may be asked, By what possible means were the fin 
thus transported f 

Sir Edward Parry, at the conclusion of hb narrative, 
after observing that the object is of more difficult attain- 
ment than was before supposed, even by those persons 
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bergen, just as we did in the Hecla, but not bo early in the 
season, the object for that year being merely to find secoze 
winter quarters as far north as possible. For this purpose, it 
would only be necessary to reach Hakluyt's Headland by the 
end of June, which would afford ample leisure for examming 
the more northern lands, especially about the Seven Talnnila^ 
where, in aU probability, a secure nook might be found for 
the ship, and a starting-point for the proposed expedition 
some forty or fifty miles m advance of the point where the 
Hecla was before laid up. The vnnter might be usefiilly em- 
ployed in various preparations for the journey, as well as in 
magnetic, astronomical, and meteorological observations of 
high interest in that latitude. I propose that the expedition 
should leave the ship in this course of the month of April, 
when the ice would present one hard and unbroken surrace, 
over which, as I confidently believe, it would not'be difficult 
to make good thirty miles per day vdthout any exposure to 
wet, and probably without snow-blindness. At this season, 
too, the ice would probably be stationary, and thus the two 
ffreat difficulties which we formerly had to encounter would 
be entirely obviated. It might form a part of the plan to posh 
out supphes in advance to the distance of one hundred miles, 
to be tsiken up on the way, so as to commence the journey 
comparatively li^ht ; and as the intention would be to com- 
plete the enterprise in the course of the month of May, before 
any disruption of the ice or any material softening of the sur* 
fiice had taken place, similar supplies mi^ht be sent out to the 
same distance, to meet the party on their retom. 

" It might, farther, be worth while to take reindeer from 
Hammertest in passing, with the chance of keeping them aUve 
during the winter on such forinaceous food as the provision 
of the ship could furnish. 

" I will only add, that this plan might be accomplished 
without the ship incurring any material risk, since the navigi^ 
tion both out and home need only be performed at a season 
when the sea is very littie encumDered with ice; and, more- 
over, an opportunity would be afforded during two seasons of 
stretching rar to the northward in the ship, if the state of the 
ice should prove fovorable. I remain, yours, &c., 

" W. Parrt.»» 

" Sir John Barrow, Bart." 

The plan here described is no doubt an improvement 
over the one that failed; but without presuming too 
much, not being altogether unacquainted with a sliip'g 
navigating among what is called sailing-ice, it may be 
allowable to suggest another ,and a different pUm, aod 
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receive the answer giyen by that hrave old narigidxnr. 
Sir Martin Frobisher, when attempts were made by his 
friends to dissuade him from engaging in the discovery 
of a northwest passage : ** It is the only thing in the 
world that is left yet undone whereby a notable mind 
might be made famous and fortunate.'* We may still 
say, " The North Pole is the only thing in the world 
about which we know nothing; and t^t want of all 
knowledge ought to operate as a spur to adopt the 
means of wiping away that stain of ignorance from this 
enlightened age." 

But there are others besides utilitarians that make 
objections to inquiries of this nature, on the score of 
religious prejudices, and will say that God never intend- 
ed us to scrutinize places against which He had set his 
barrier. Thus the Rev. Lewis Way, the wealthy pro- 
prietor of Stansted, and so stanch an advocate for the 
conversion of the Jews that he made a pilgrimage to 
Jerusalem with that object in view — this reverend gen- 
tleman one day said to a friend, ^* I know Sir Joseph 
Banks very well, and he was a good friend of mine, 
though he used to joke with me sometimes about my 
endeavor to convert the Jews ; but I told him that my 
scheme was, at any rate, a much wiser one than his * 
he was trying to send ships to the North Pole, which 
it was clear God never intended, while the conversion of 
the Jews was an event which we all know was to be 
brought about some time or other." 

This may be looked upon, as doubtless Sir Joseph 
Banks looked upon it, as sheer nonsense. Every in- 
telligent mind must be satisfied that, the more closely 
we investigate the works of creation, the more, as ra- 
tional beings, we must be convinced that nothing therein 
has been made in vain, nor without a preconceived and 
settled design, the finished work of a beneficent and 
Almighty Power ; and if Mr. Lewis Way had recol- 
lected a passage in the most ancient record of his fiivor- 
ite Jews, he would recollect his having found therein 
that God gave to man " dominion over all the earth," 
and jnade no exception of the North Pole. 

The Royal Society, however, and the Conmiissionen 
of Longitude, were less scrupulous on the sul^ecU To 
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create the greatest difficulties in the way of acqairing 
information ? In all respects an open sea would appear 
to be the most disadvantageous. In the first place, it 
wouldf in all probability, be so deep that the ship could 
not anchor, or deep enough not to admit 9£r her keeping 
steadily her place for making accurate observations ; in 
the next, by her moving about, her commander would 
very speedily find out tibat, as every meridian must lie 
in the direction of south, he had lost that on which he 
had approached the Pole, and, consequently, would be 
at a loss to shape his course homeward. The settfing 
of this point will naturally suggest itself as first among 
the many novel phenomena which will arrest his atten- 
tion, and the foHowing observations will probably occor 
to him. 

In the first place, it will be obvious that the time of 
day — or, rather, of fhe twenty-four hours — would no 
longer be marked by any apparent change in the altitude 
of die sun above the horizon, because, to an observer at 
the Pole, no such change would take place, except to 
the small amount of the daily change of dectination. 
Thus, not only to the eye, but also for the practical pur- 
pose of obtaining the time by astronomical observation, 
the sun would appear throughout the twenty-four hours 
neither to rise nor fall, but to describe a circle round the 
heavens parallel to the horizon. It follows that this 
mode of obtaining the time would utterly fieul ; and, in- 
deed, however startling the fact may seem, it may nev- 
ertheless be asserted with truth, ihat there would no 
longer be any such thing, strictly speaking, as apparent 
time at all. This will appear clear by considering that 
apparent time refers only to the particular meridian on 
which an observer happens to be placed, and is marked 
and determined only by the distance of the sun or other 
heavenly body from that meridian. An observer at the 
Pole being on no one meridian, but at the point where 
all meridians meet, apparent time has to him no longer 
either existence or meaning. 

Before our navigators entered upon this expeditioiii 
their attention was naturafly directed to the best, and, 
indeed, only certain method of insuring jtheir retom from 
the Pole on the right meridian. TWo methods, and* 
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caotkn w s taken of Gonstmctiiig chroDoinfstnn (each 
officer ca ying one in his pocket) having the dial-plttBt 
marked n th twenty-four hoars, and the hour-hand mak- 
ing only one reTolution in that period. That, whenerer 
the chronometers indicated apparent ooon at Greenwich,- 
the son would be exactly orer the meridian of that place, 
and so of any other [^ace of known fengitode ; for in- 
stance, the harbor where onr travelers had left their 
ship, and to which they desired to return. 

In visiting a part of the globe on which the foot of 
man has never before trodden, it is impossible to say 
what benefits may accrue to science ; but in die enter- 
prise to which we are now alluding, there is one olgect 
of the very highest scientific interest which might be at- 
tained by traveling to the Pde, namely, the measure- 
ment of a degree of the meridian commencing from the 
Pole itself. Many readers of this narrative are awaro 
that the form of the globe has long since been ascertain- 
ed to be that of an oblate spheroid, having its eqfuatofial 
diameter considerably longer than the p(^ar; in more 
popular language, that the earth is flattened at the poles ; 
but it still remains a matter of doubt in what degree 
this flattening exists ; and as no method of ascertaining 
this is so conclusive as the actual measurement* of a me- 
ridian at the Pole and at the Equator, this object akme 
would weD repay any eflbrt that might be made to effect 
it ; even if a sufficient length of line could be measured 
in one of the meridians that are clustered on the Pole, 
the difficulty of preserving it would require the most 
rigid attention. 

The swinging of a pendulum is perhaps a less accu- 
rate method of obtaining the ellipticity of the earth, bat 
it is the operation of a single person, whereas the actual 
measurement of the meridian line requires, several ; and 
as an increase of gravitation takes place from the Equa- 
tor to the Pole, the latter makes it most derarable that 
the requisite observations should be made there, or as 
near to it as possible ; but a ship on an open or icy sea 
would not answer.* 

The tides at the Pole would be an interesting sulgect 

* The reader ui^eirred to &e seTeralporticms of tfaisTohmie for tte 
pendulum oboenratioiiB that have been made and herein given. 
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1820. The Fniy. — ^.\ppomted as eommandtrf and to the eom- 
mand of the expedition ; advanced to the zank of 
captain in November, 1821. 

1823. Acting hvdrographer to the Admiralty, 1823, in the 

room o\ Captain Hard, deceased. 

1824. Hecla. — Appointed as captain (though only a doop) 

and as commander of the expedition. 
Acting hvdrographer, second appointment, the va- 
cancy not having been filled up. 

1826. Appointed to the command of the Hecla, and of the 

exTM?dition toward the North Pole. 

1827. Thira s^pointment as hydro^pher, and continned to 

act until May, 1829 : and m die same year received 
the honor ot knighthood. Resigned the situation of 
hydrographer, and Captain Beaufort appointed, who 
still holds it. 
1829. Went out to New South Wales as Conunissioner to 
tlie Australian Agricultural Company, by pernnssian 
of the Admiralty, and returned in November, 1834. 
1835. Assistant Poor-law Commissioner in Norfolk; bat his 

health finiling, laid by for one year. 
1837. Amwinted to organize the Packet Service, then tzana- 

lerred to the Admiralty. 
1837. Appointed Controller of Steam Machinery, in which 
important situation he still remains ; a situation that 
requires all that talent and assduous attention which 
he is known to possess, and which it is to be hoped 
he may long continue to hold, to his own satisfoctKm, 
and for thebeuefit of the public service. 
The character and conduct of Sir Edward Pany as a 
captain in command of a ship of war has been fbUy ex- 
hibited in the present narrative, abridged as it is : prom p t 
in diiiiculty, cool in danger, fertile in erpedients, and 
rich in resources, he was never unprepared in the hoar 
of need ; to the people under his charge he was kind, 
considerate, and attentive, and while rigidly ezactiiis the 
performance of their duties, was ever studiouB to a&un- 
ister to their comforts and their welfiu^ iDStmcting then 
that these benefits could only be acquired and p re aetred 
by a strict obedience to command, steady good eoodvc^ 
and due regard to the duties of relifi^ion. 

If an officer who has accompanied Captain Fanj in 
all his Arctic and Polar voyages were passed over is ■- 
leoce, it would properly be considered as a derelietini of 
justice and of duty in the writer of this Damtive. Ite 
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ain, and the general magnetic survey for determin- 
ing duration of the time of equal variation, dip, and 
intensity, in conjunction with Professor Lloyd, Col- 
onel Sabine, and Professor Phillips, at the request 
of the British Association. 

And lastly, from 1839 to 1843, Captain H. M. S. Ere- 
bus, in command of the Antarctic Expedition. 

13th March, 1844, received the honor of knighthood. 

20th June, 1844, Hon. D. C. L., Oxford. 

Received gold medals of Geographical Societies of 
England and of France. 

It will be seen that Mr. James (now Sir James) Ross 
has risen by regular gradation from the lowest to the 
highest rank in his profession, and to the honors he now 
enjoys, by his indefatigable zeal, self-- taught abilities, and 
ditigence. It is due to him, therefore, in taking leave 
of his Arctic labors, at the same time with his friend and 
commanding officer Sir Edward Paiiy, to express a con- 
viction, in common with that of his brother officers and 
associates, that few men possess, in a more eminent de- 
gree, the qualities required in most arduous attempts. 
To a strong and vigorous constitution, and bodily pow- 
ers of no ordinaiy kind, James Ross unites an ardent k»ve 
of enterprise, a determined perseverance in the attain- 
ment of his object, and a mind undaunted by difficulty 
or danger. To these qualities must be added that ad- 
vancement in navigation, astronomy, natural history, and 
other branches of science which few naval officers can 
boast of, but which were such as fitted him peculiar^ for 
selection to the command of the recent Antarctic Expe- 
dition, for the results of which, from his pen, public ex- 
pectation i& more than usually alive. 
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Narrative of a Journey to f\e Shoret of tke Polar Sea. By 
John Frasklis, Capt. R. N., F. R. S., Commander of tho 
Expedition. 

This expedition, under the command of CommaDder 
(now Captain Sir John) Franklin, has not only added 
greatly to the geography, geology, and natural hutnry 
of that portion of the northern coaat of North Americft 
within the Arctic regions, but more especially to t\ml 
which borders on tho southern shores of the P'hhr S^ : 
and has also contributed largely to, and finnly f^-a>4.^f J 
ed, that estimate of the physical mental ur/i cy^ra: 
character of British seamen— «quaOy eorjd wfj*-- ^. 
ing on shore as afloat — which we Koziiaihicier. .-*: r,nir 
formed, and of which we are justly pr«>^^i. t- ^^ „^^ 
supplied traits of character, and of tt<t '/rjj 4,t:^ vvwr.. 
tution of the various pative tribes. 

" The narrative of Captain Frank'.. a" -ir^ y -n^f . „»^ 
borrowing from himself) *• aild^ ann^hi^ v* -ji^ luuiv «>n^v<,^ 
records of the enterprise, zeal, and ^.ruKriy */ Jt^.ti^n ^^m**^ 
— of that cool and intrepid cr>fki:v!t x'vrix i^-^r nn*^^^ 
them on occasions the most trrin* — ^t uimum*^ '.-wMg^^ 
and perseverance in sitoatioai the mn«r u-nv^ri* j^ ^^ 
distressing, and flomedme^r die rxu-mt \u\r^'.»».m hM ■^, ^. 
human beings: and it fiimiHhe^ i Vsiiir.rp.i •-.,*iT.f,.* t ■.» 
triumph of mental and moral ^nt^rr/ v--r -h**^.. .»- »^ n,^ ^^ 
in the simple feet that om of !itVi»f»ti hji- fii «u r..- „^ .. ^ 
their birth to cold, fiiriipie. wil nniif.'i»^ ./ #,^ '..^ ^ 
(native landsmen) w.>n» ^ -tnlviutM v \,^ •".-•-^-^^^ 
those evils to which they .iml ^t^l^9^. i>t.»T:.i»^f ^ , 
themselves up to imiitferpnrr*. i)«iiiw«n<: .*- . ^ ^,, .^^ 
and, finally, to sinic dmv.i um li*. v ,. .- r ■ .. ,, ^. 
men unaccustomed m 'he 4»»"':-tv r k#. ^.^^ ^ , ^ 
hanLthips attending it. .tnn ^niv >:; .r.i :.»f ^^ ^ 
murdenxia hand ot* an atmmn. \ \^t *.Ar,^r ^.^ * 
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confidence in their own powers, supported by a firm reliancQ 
on a merciful Providence, never once forsook them, nor suf- 
fered the approach of deHpoiidency, but brought them safely 
through such misely and distress as rarely, if ever, have been 
surmoimted." 

The five persons mentioned were Captain John (now 
Sir John) Franklin, at this tune commanding an expedi- 
tion, not for attempting the discovery of a northwest 
passa<;e, but to supply the means of facilitating one, and 
to extend the geography of a part of the Po£r regions 
very little known ; Doctor Richardson^ a naval surgeon, 
now Medical Inspector of the Royal Naval Hospital at 
Haslar : " To Doctor Richardson^ in particular," Sir 
John says, ** the exclusive merit is due of whatever col- 
lections and observations have been made in the depart- 
ment of natural history ; and I am indebted to him in no 
small degree for his friendly advice and assistance in the 
preparation of the present narrative. The Appendix 
(upward of two hundred and eighty pages) is mostly his 
own." Doctor Eichardson volunteered to accompany 
Captain Franklin on his second expedition to the shores 
of the Polar Sea ; also Mr. George Bojck and Mr. Rob- 
ert Hoodj Admiralty midshipmen, to make observations, 
drawings of the land, of the natives, and objects of nata- 
ral history, the former of whom is now Captain Sir 
George Back, and the latter was the victim (above alliid- 
ed to) of an assassin. The fifth was John Hepburn, a 
true, faithful, and affectionate English seaman, and their 
only attendant, who, on the conclusion of the expedition, 
was deservedly rewarded with a permanent situation in 
one of the dockyards. Of this seaman, the testimony 
of Sir John Franklin is too valuable to be omitted. '* And 
here," he says, ** I must be permitted to pay the tribute 
due to the fidelity, exertion, and uniform good condiict» 
in the most trying situations, of John Hepburn, an Eng- 
lish seaman, and our only attendant, to whom, in the ktter 
part of our journey, wfe owe, under Divine Provideiice, 
the preservation of the lives of some of the party."* 

The instructions which Franklin received from Eail 
Bathurst, by whom he was appointed, on the recom- 
mendation of the Lords Commissioners of the Admiral- 
* Introduction. 
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ty. informed him thnt :r.'- rr-'..r. ••.•-* " •• * «-%.'•-.• 
was to <*xplori* rlif* i.« ■.»-•.•■-.•"•.• .•.-• • '.••*-■. • •• 
iiioiith of thi' r'«ij.j»T M.: *-.•.• - 'i-.-'v . •• 

lav «lo\vn th»* liii--. '-r •,-»:•-; • :■. .- *• j.- • .■;.•- ;• • .. 
thcM*a«»tenj »'x:r»-!;i.*y '•: ".'.:.' •-•-•• • .• - • 

all iiu'an> for nj :;f .:..'. j !.• • ",.•*■ • ■ .--.j.-i •• ••• :« : 

that uiikTHiwij !.:.<■■ •: • .->" ■■.:. • .- •• ■• 

tin- thfu pMifir ": •■: A-.-. -• —.-...- ^^ ;.-■•.. •• .-..•. 
titni. wlji<-h jri'iv:* ■- •: ■■ - *• - ■• -• • -• •.•.-. •; 
tho ships uij l-r ^ :.' =.:. - • ?'».— v ■ • v . -. 
c-«^etl ti\nm: iLr >'.: .• * ••• * •• *••* • •• ■•• *^'- ■ • jr 
have to tnij'!, -. ;• •:. ::.• ' ua-* :• '••.---i •• 

< >ii the ;::; 1 ■ •: Mf.;.:-: '.'- r"- :»ji-- :;:•:: ». 
ceive'l th»'ir f .»■•'•"•: •;?.,- *'• -•• *»•• *.••.. n. .- ■• .•—... ,•»• 
hoiiiH. »'ni'«irk«- ■•: '•»?.•" "••* •;:.'i- •• s. • >•: .i" • 

sliip l*ri:;'*' '■ : Wai*-. ' >• 'm'- v .•.■ ■• • .-. v. 

er diiriiJi' t;j^ t-.v v «•••} .-,:;.•..■ •!,. -• •; • .;.... 

VaniimiTh il ifi'.'. V. :i*"-« :!»• .•'.-*•'■ ;■•. ;i;,,*.> •••» ..-• 
ture'l '»!i *h ■■:••■ : •• b i«'V »i(i!i-- r.-r ••,. v •• ; .. . 

Iv rliaii£;i:._'. T.'i-" "••':i»ri5;'i-."» '".iii*." ;•• , •• .. .t 

an i!itiinaTi''\ '•*' :>\r'v.i'j i- *••! tff ii;i*« ■ j#«» • .— •. 
with t'\u\thrv.*'\. ?•!.•: >!•. i»!i-i w}. •• ..-••- i ••;... 

hnwe\er. wfj*. t- ri*- i-h:. hii' ^U"^-' w • -■ •• -^.i.. 

ed \vith«»uT i.ii;.. an'" a— -iv*- »■ '^r*-.!-. ,...., , .• 

June. wlj*'r«- :iu«^i!i"** v.-iti !!i« 'i .'!-•• j,. • .•:.■ »*¥ 

the dijfif-uln' '»f i»r»:aiij!ii: inn* i»'i;i' •!,.•: : »»*.,- •• ♦«, 

navijratK'ii '»! ?ri* jah«*- an' ^n*-r n "...»-;} . •■ •■.. .. 

t;!iiu*d t}j*-T!j til tii* *'\*'!itir^ if :ii« Mr. • v •.••• u. ii»i' 
the cra!;f)':?jr)'tM.'" kjj\ - i ruiihiii.. ■• ir w- • "t.v,^ M-.r «:. 
sent C'lripcimoT.. >I». jiu'-i.. tli- n':;:'-: :• "-r •».»'i»-\ 

WH*^ LaJ*'d "WlTJj Si!!'-"*** lil«'a-l|r. fi» m*-— '••». s-*- '• 

mcivf-'i & ■n*-ii:li' *»■ aii.M*'*} i»-«iti hi;, tuii.' •■ .•:':»»-jf- 
lie liftd ("•:!!*' Mowi t<' Til* i#*'!i»"i a* ^ in-'M* • «». .. '••♦ 
ship wa- jia^'.jic* nv. uii' iim» aniiii*" n »»«••:»* iMi;!»ri««" 
to rf.n*-v !ii". OT nua*''.. win. 'ii-''i;«'nfi;' ?'i* »*mi»-*';;»**» 
rv '»r t^i' raw-, 'W-iiisisi'i*" ai •*\«»«-:i':;i:r' r.-v. u'"*. *" •••'" 
h^'wa- not a: :!i* lu-^Miu' \\*-*'\m-*'' ;■ h{i;i*" a»r :• • '• 
w-qT.^rjff. t.'j"y :iomT".*'n •■♦•Mi-**' !« ii»-i>»- ji.'f. " n ''^C 
ht-.'iVJ rn. •*•)*•' mil* KU''*"4-ii\* fjii* - aiiin**** v. :!'.»''i' '♦'*■ 

h«' '•"••IV III* !»* II'***. il'»»" IIJI'ii |i v.'Jfimtv ?••»»» tiJ*? 

a«:r*''^j:'M*- ««'*:i»- o: l '»al. •■iiori. n \viji«f fn iiim**' »*'•• 
uiitii u lu-*' li'»ur.* * 'J'JiJ^ uiituwu' '-irf-uiiitfitti*** «•* 
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Franklin cafled it at the time, afiorded a sainple of liia 
eagerness and energy, and gave to Back lumaelf a gen- 
tle specimen of what he was doomed thereafter to on- 
dergo with infinitely more severity. 

The incidents of the voyage require not to be related ; 
pleasant enough until they approached that dangraons 
and by all abhorred island, Resolution, in the nxmtfa of 
Hudson*8 Strait, near the rocky shwes of whidi, usuaOy 
beset with heavy ice, fogs, and irr^nlar currents, the 
vessel narrowly escaped shipwreck. Passing this, how- 
ever, they arrived in safety at York Factory, in Hud- 
son's Bay, on the 30th of August. Here they were cor- 
dially received by the governor and servants of the Hud- 
son's Bay Company, and were furnished by them with 
a boat of the largest size, wefl stored with provisions and 
ammunition, as much as she coukl carry. They were 
also furnished with letters to all their agents in the sev- 
eral factories in the country, db-ecting them to give ev- 
ery possible assistance toward furthering the object of 
the expedition. Here also they had the good fortune to 
meet with several of the partners of the Northwest Com- 
pany, from whom they also received the most friendly 
and full assurance of the cordial endeavors of the wintm*- 
ing partners of their establishment to promote the inter- 
est of the expedition. This was the more gratifyin g, as 
there then existed a violent commercial rivalry between 
the two companies. With the knovdedge of this, and 
with that prudence and propriety of conduct that has at 
all times been the characteristic of Franklin, he deemed 
it expedient to ** issue a memorandum to the officers of 
the expedition, strictly prohibiting any interference what- 
ever in the existing quarrels, or any that might arise, be- 
tween the two companies ; and on presenting it to the 
principals of both the parties, they expressed their sat- 
isfaction at the step I had taken.'' 

On the 9th of September, the boat being completed, 
arrangements were made for their departure, and at noon 
they embarked under a salute of ei^t guns and three 
cheers, which they gratefully returned, and made all 
sail. The route was settled to be by Cumberiand House, 
and through the chain of Posts to the Great Slave Lake. 
It is not deemed necessary to notice the multitude of 
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kkes, riven, portages, and tlie numeroiis difficulties and 
impediments which beset the trayeler throughout his ar- 
doous journey in the northern regions of America, these 
haring been so frequently described by various travelers 
since the time of Ueame and Mackenzie. Suffice it to 
say that, from the time of their leaving York Factory 
on the 9th of September, to their arrival at Cumberland 
House on the 22d of October, they had traveled over a 
distance of very nearly seven hundred miles, with and 
against the streams of some ten different rivers and nine 
h^Les, to say nothing of rocks, rapids, and portages. The 
charts and views, from the observations and pencils of 
Messrs. Hood and Back, afford a more clear description 
than any written account could convey. The services 
of these two officers in these and other respects were of 
incalculable benefit, and highly spoken of by the com- 
mander of the expedition. 

Nothing could exceed the kindness of the governor of 
Fort Cumberland: he forthwith set about enlarging the 
premises, to make this their intended winter quarters as 
convenient and agreeable as possible. But Franklin, af- 
ter many conversations with Governor Williams, and oth- 
er gentilemen in charge of northern posts, was convinced 
of the necessi^ of proceeding, during the winter, into 
the Athobasca department, to the northward of the Great 
Slave Lake, from whence, only, guides, hunters, and in- 
terpreters were to be procured. He therefore requested 
Governor Williams that he might be furnished, by the 
middle of January, with the means of conveyance for 
three persons, having preriously arranged that Messrs. 
Back and Hepburn should accompany him, whUe Dr. 
Richardson and Mr. Hood should remain till the spring 
at Cnmberiand House. 

This arrangement was quite consistent with the true 
character of Franklin ; whenever an arduous, severe, or 
inconvenient service was to be performed, he was always 
ready to relieve the party he commanded from the bur- 
den, <and to undertake it himself. 

With this view, on the 18th of January, 1820, Frank- 
lin, with Back as his companion, and the faithful Hep- 
bum, took leave of Dr. Richardson and Mr. Hood, who 
were to follow with their baggage in the spring. But, 
U2 
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before taking a brief Tiew of the expedition of the first 
three to Cariton House, and thence to Fort Chipewyan, 
it may be expedient, to glance over the proceedings of 
the two latter at Cumberland House, to which a clupter 
IB separately appropriated in the narrative. The district 
of Cumberland is stated by Dr. Richardson to contain 
upward of 20,000 square miles, is peopled by about 120 
Indian huntera, most of them married, with an average 
of five to each family, or the whole Indian population 
may be estimated at 2500. Their mode of life subjects 
them to great privations ; the hooping-cough and mea- 
sles at this time were spreading through the whole tribe ; 
many died, and most of the survivors were so enfeebled 
as to be unable to pursue the necessary avocations of 
hunting and fishing ; the scenes of misery were heart- 
rending, and the few who had escaped disease were not 
able to afford relief to the sufferers. 

" One evening, in the month of January (says Dr. Bichard- 
Bon), a poor Indian entered the Northwest Company's Honse, 
carrying his only child in his arms, and followed by his starv- 
ing wife. They had been hunting apart from the other bands, 
hs^ been unsuccessfnl, and while in want were seized widi 
the epidemical disease. An Indian is accustomed to starve, 
and it is not easy to elicit from him an account of his suffer- 
ings. This poor man's story was very brief; as soon as the 
fever abated, he set out with his wife for Cumberland House, 
having been previously reduced to feed on the bits of skin 
and offal wrhich remamed about their encampment. Even 
this miserable fare was exhausted, and they walked several 
days without eating, yet exerting themselves fiu* beyond their 
strength, that they might save the life of the in&nt. It died 
almost within sight of the house. Mr. Connelly, then in 
charge of the post, received them with the utmost numanity, 
and instantly placed food before them ; but no language can 
describe the manner in which the miserable father &shed 
the morsel from his lips, and deplored the loss of his child. 
Misery may harden a disposition naturally bad, but it never 
fails to soften the heart of^a good man."— r. 60, 61. 

A great part of the chapter is employed in a minute 
account of the Crees, or, as named by the French Ca- 
padians, Knisteneaux. Much curious information regard- 
ing their manners, customs, and character is developed, 
and apparently on correct authority, but the detail would 
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be out of ]48ce in the present narrative. It may raAce, 
therefore, to give the doctor*8 conclusion, where he saya, 
^ We may state the Crees to be a vain, fickle, improvi- 
dent, and indolent race, and not very strict in their ad- 
herence to truth, being great boasters ; but, on the oth- 
er hand, they strictly regard the ri^ts of property, are 
susceptible cf the kinder affections, capable of friendship, 
very hospitable, toleraUy kind to their wmnen, and with- 
al inclined to peace." He tiien gives an instance of their 
kind feeling toward the softer sex. <' An Indian vinted 
the fort in the winter. The poor man*s wife had lost 
her feet by the frost : this compelled him not only to 
hunt, but to do an the menial offices himself, and in the 
winter, to drag his wife, with their stock of furnitu re, 
from one encampment to another. In the perfonmmee 
of this duty, as he could not keep pace with the rest of 
the tribe, he more than once nearly perished of hunger.**' 

In such a mode of life, in such a country, and in sudi 
society, it would be too much to expect a state of refine- 
ment, or of moral purity, even in females of the better 
part of the community, especially when the male por- 
tion' of it is so debased. 

** The gifls at ^ forts, particiilariy the dangfaleni of Cana^ 
dians, are given in marriage very joang; diey are very fire* 
qoentiy wives at twelve yean of age, ana motfaen at fourteen* 
Nay, more than one instance came under oor observation of 
line master of a post having permitted a voyager to take to 
wife a poor diild that had scarcely attained me age tif ten 
years. The masters of posto and wintering oartneni of com^ 
panies deemed dus criminal indulgence to tue vices of tbMr 
servants necessary to stimiilate them to exertion for the ifl" 
terest of dieir respective concems. Another practice may 
also be noticed, as showing the state of moral feming on these 
sobjects among the white residents of the for cotmtries. It 
was not very uncommon among the C anadian voyagers for 
one viroman to be common to, and m a int ain e d at the joint 
expense o(^ two men, nor kv a voyager to sell bis wiUt, 
eimer for a season or altogether, for a som of money pro|»or« 
tioned to her beauty and good qualitie*, Imt always lufori/ir 
to the price of a team of drjgs/* — I*. 8(J. 

The products of this part of the c^mntry are noticed 
by Dr. Richardson. Of forest trees he irienti/nis two 
species of poplar, two species of spruce-fir, three oth#r 
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pines, one larch, the canoe-birch, alder, and yarions ^nl- 
lows ; the sugar-maple, elm, ash, and arhor vita (Thuya 
occidentalis). Of fruits are two species of [dum; one, 
Tory astringent, is known by the name of choke-cherry. 
Currants, gooseberries, raspberries, and strawberries, 
common ; cranberries, whortleberries, and others, plen- 
tifully met with on swampy and heathy grounds. Of 
the quadrupeds hunted for food are mostly the moose 
and the reindeer, the bufTalo or bison, the red deer, 
jumping deer, long- tailed deer, and a species of antelope. 
Of the fur-bearing animals are foxes of various kinds, 
distinguished as hlackj silver^ crossj red^ and blue ; the 
wolverine, the lynx, the marten, the fisher, the otter, 
and the beaver. The Indians, it appears, have nearly 
destroyed the fur-bearing animals ; and so scarce is the 
beaver become, that in the whole journey to the shores 
of the Polar Sea and back, one single habitation, and one 
dam only of that industrious and ingenious creature, 
were met with. Among the many interesting anecdotes 
that have been told of this animal. Dr. Richardson re- 
lates the following : 

" One day a goutleman, lon^ resident in this country, espied 
five young beavers sporting in the water, leaping upon the 
tniuk of a tree, pushing one another off, and playing a thou- 
sand interesting tricks. He approached softly under cover 
of the bashes, and prepared to fite on the unsuspecting crea- 
tures, but a nearer approach discovered to him such a simili- 
tude between their gestures and the infantile caresses of hia 
own children, that he threw aside his ffun. This gentleman's 
feelings are to be envied, but few traders in fiirs would have 
acted so fbelingly." — P. 92. 

It has been stated that on the 18th of January, 1820, 
Sir John Franklin, Mr. Back, and John Hepburn left 
Cumberland House for Carlton House, to proceed from 
thence to Fort Chipewyan, there to make preparation for 
proceeding to the northern coast. A circumstantial ac- 
count is given of the mode of traveling, of the rivers, 
lakes, and portages, of the posts of the two companies, 
of the snows that fell, and the numerous hardships that 
the traveler in winter must necessarily undergo, daily 
and nightly, till he arrives at his destination, and the 
close of the spring mitigates the severity of the temper- 
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ature. H^'be: "Ht*. ?tut* o tiiir T-mnHnrn*! iini nma 
from the l?di .t .'uinm— n zitt i.*:f:x li VLirra. triea 
the partv r^vjii*-: .'i:n»fv — lu. "aer* » lu r'scuri. :«jr 4 
reason e\t«.-j-: :t J"!.!!*.!:!, ▼■u. «7* t^ju: -laaKvea- 
ing (l'?th o: • k:.-jL'7 ▼* i.-uu; ':z»i sierTiry -jc v?ar uit?r- 
mometer Lti *~:^a _i^. ~e :aifc. i=ii w:i* trv«ea. It 
rose again il: .- :i.t t-i^t .-i 1*: zz htfji ro the lire, but 
quickly redesceoieii :i- ; :n-» b*-J> oa bem^ n»movetl iiiio 
the air ; we co'^»: 1 .:. -.-.Trv:.f»». jjcertain by it the tem- 
perature of the a:z:L-x-.ic-r»r, t-ither the a or duriiif^ our 
journey. Mr. Hi-»>i- L-.-arrTer. who iiuule a jounn»y 
from Cumberland Hou.^^ to the Hasquiaii Hill. n«it tar 
from the former, ^rare* m his journal, that on the 'J.'jth 
of March the thermometer feU in the i»|M«n air to I/i* 
below zero, although it n>se the following flay to MP 
above it. The sudden changes that tiike phw-e in fhr* 
Dortlioni ijarts of North America are \fry refiiarka>»le. 
On the 15th of April Mr. Hood reconis that •• rh»* finf 
shower of rain fell we had seen for «ix iiMnthM. */iti on 
the 17th the thermometer rose to 77 - in fhn ^raul*- 
Ho also observes that, **on the 10th or Ijth f»t Ar>nl. ♦hw 
return of the swans, geese, and ducki etivtr r»-r.iin iH'ti 
cations of the advance of spring." 

The warm weather, by the -^udiir-n n.»^\unj vi' !i*- 
snow and ice, deluged the far#r of rh^* '-r.it.^ti-/ nut /;fv > 
rise to a remark of Mr. Ihi^ifi. '.?.»• T.rj-. ii' r-.n-:. .*- 
been proved by many w*-ll-*r.riMir,-.: \„*n •.. ■"■ 
**the noise made by th*- frtt^^ ^'.t.f..; j-.w uuui*.ui* *. #* 
duced is almost iucreiholfr. 'i :.,:yi h {i.-.m/ •:*«'" 
lK?lieve that they ouri.-<*r :r.rt «.%•»*»• r- »r #- f.»,. ■ 
have often been io-izji r/'-KfS-n- nut ••■ i .i .. * -^ .- 
nor is it p«»9ifc(e r>^: v.e .niiirj.u!» f-.i/.. »^ — "■ 
filled our ear* w.th ^h'^ir i.fw.w Uiiir ii.t*-^ .....' 

matured in tTTo '-.r v./»»- :«;• " -^^ .-.#.> • » .- - 

before tfai* hifrer. ATifj^i-'ami^fi »t' '.wi ■. r- ■..:,.* ... *• ^ •-' 
here *ta:»^ -.i".e » r.:i»t^ijii»Tir ^ iifc/'«. ^ .^''' ' 

sorii pnj'«ni v..u: ii:i m- '.' !•/ ■ ., , ,... 
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symptoms of recovery, but the animal was rendered in- 
capable of being affected by the galvanic action. '* 1 hate 
frequently," says Heame, ** seen frogs dug up with the 
moss, frozen as hard as ice, in which state the legs are 
as easily broken off as a pipestem ; but,'' he ad£, ^'if 
they be permitted to freeze again, they are peat aD re- 
covery." 

Captain Franklin also notices the resuscitation of fish- 
es after being frozen : 

" It may be worthy of notice here, that the fish froze ai 
they were taken out of the nets, and in a short time became 
a solid mass of ice, and by a blow or two of the hatchet were 
easily split open, when the intestines might be removed in 
one lamp. If in this completely frozen state they were 
thawed before the fire, they recovered tibeir ammation. 
This was particularly the case with the carp, and we had 
occasion to observe it repeatedly, as Dr. Richardson occopied 
himself in examining the stmctore of the different species of 
fish, and was alwa^-s, in the winter, nnder the necessity of 
thawing them before he conld cnt them. We have seen a 
carp recover so far as to leap about with much vigor afbr it 
had been frozen for thirty.fiix hours." — ^P. 248. 

Nay, it may be stated that the same effect is produced 
on the insect tribe. It is reported by Mr. Ellis, that at 
the Hudson's Bay factoiy, a black, frozen mass of a peat- 
like substance being brought before the fire and thawed, 
there came from it a cloud of living musquetoes. Cap- 
tain Buchan observed myriads of insects fit)zen on the 
surface of a lake in Newfoundland, and imbodied in die 
solid ice ; the next day, by the powerful rays of the son, 
they were loosened from durance, became reanimate^ 
and took their flight into the air. 

Mr. Hood, in his journey, also makes an obaerratioB 
of a different kind regarding this most annoying ammaL 

" We had sometimes before procured a tittle rest by doa> 
ing the tent and boming wood or flashing gunpowder wi^ 
in, the smoke driving the musquetoes into tnia crsumes of die 
ground. But this remedy was now ineffectoal, dioagfa we 
employed it so perseveringly as to hazard soffocation; diey 
swarmed under our blankets, goring us with their cnves- 
omed trunks, and steeping our clothes in blood. We rose at 
daylight in a fever, and our miseiy was umnitigatBd ( 
ourvvhole stay. 




A" tf' U*- "tMMiw^tfi- ^^ ;^' ^,^4, . 



240 ARCTIC VOYAOE0. 

Chipewyan, and thus terminated a* winter's journey of 
eight hundred and fifty -seven miles, in the progress of 
which there was a great intermixture of agreeable and 
disagreeable circumstances." The latter, he thinks, if 
balanced, would preponderate, and that walking in snow- 
shoes was among the most prominent. To the inexperi- 
enced, indeed, the suffering occasioned by walking in 
snow-shoes appears to be dreadful, **ana can be but 
faintly imagined by a person who thinks upon the incon- 
venience of marching with a weight of between two and 
three pounds constantly attached to galled feet and swell- 
ed ankles." But Mr. Hood will best describe it. 

" The miseries endured during the first journey of this na- 
ture are so great, that nothing could induce the sufferer to 
undertake a second while imder the influence of present 
pain. He feels his frame crushed by unaccountable press- 
ure, he drags a galling and stubborn weight at his feet, and 
his track is marked with blood. The dazzUng scene aroond 
him aftbrds no rest to his eye, no object to divert his attention 
from his own agonizing sensations. When ho rises from 
sleep, half his body seems dead, till quickened into feeling 
by the irritation of his sores. But, fortunately for him, no 
evil makes an impression so evanescent as pain. It can not 
be wholly banished, nor recalled with the force of reality, 
by any act of the mind, cither to affect our determinations, 
or to erympathize with another. The traveler soon forgets 
his suflerin^s, and at every future journey their recurrence is 
attended with diminished acutoness." — 1*. 173, 174. 

Preparations were forthwith to be made at Chipewy- 
an for prosecuting the main object of the expeditkm, and 
in the consultation with the principals of the two great 
contending companies, Franklin, by his persuasive and 
conciliating manners, brought about a cordial desire on 
the part of both to render mutual assistance to the foi^ 
warding of that object. Here, too, in the early part of 
July, he had the sincere gratification of welcoming bis 
long-separated friends. Dr. Richardson and Mr. Hood, 
who arrived in perfect health ; and he recocds the zeal 
and talents displayed by these two gentlemen, and speaks 
in the highest terms of approbation of the manner in 
which then* several duties had been discharged Binoe 
their separation. 

The Chipewyans are the neighboring tribe of tlie 
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Stone IndiaiM, with less pnmiishig feataros, but mora 
honest, mde in Iheir mannen, and extremely superati- 
tioufl. Their features also are against them ; they haye 
Ixroad faces, projecting cbeel£-bones, and wide nostrils, 
but generally good teeth and fine eyes ; they are reserv- 
ed and selfish; they beg with unceasing importunity 
every thing they see. ** I never saw men," says Frank- 
lin, ** who either received or bestowed a gift with sndi 
bad grace ; they almost snatch the thing from you in one 
instance, and tmrow it at you in the other." Our travel- 
ers fell in with a party of these people in the most for- 
lorn condition, having destroyed every thing they pos- 
sessed in token of gnef for the severe loss they had sus- 
tained by the prevailing sickness of measles, hooping- 
c^ugh, and dysentery. **It appears," says FrankliUf 
** that no article is spared by those unhappy men when 
a near relative dies ; their clothes and tents are cut to 
pieces, their guns broken, and every other weapon ren- 
dered useless, if some person do not remove those ar- 
ticles from then* sight." As some rolief, however, to 
the darker shades of their character, instances of theft 
aro stated to be extremely rare among them ; they also 
possess stronff affection for their children. A curious 
example of this was mentioned to the party, ** and so 
well authenticated," says Franklin, ** that I shall venture 
to give it in the words of Dr. Richardson's Journal." 

** A Toong Chipewyan had separated from the rest of his 
band me the purpose of trenching beaver, when his vnfe, 
who was his sole companion, and in her first pregnancy, was 
seized with the pains of labor. She died on the third day 
after she had given birth to a bo^. The husband was in- 
cxmsolable, and vowed in his angnish never to take another 
woman to wife, but his grief was soon in some degree ab- 
sorbed in anxiety for the iate of his infont son. To preserve 
its life, he descended to the office of nurse, so degrading in 
the eyes of a Chipewyan, as partaking of the duties of a 
woman. He swaddled it in soft moss, fed it with broth 
made from the flesh of Uie deer, and to still its cries applied 
it to his breast, praying earnestly to the great Master of Life 
to assist his endeavors. The force of toe powerful passion 
by which he was actuated produced the same effect in his 
case as it has done in some others which are recorded : a 
flow of milk actually took place from his breast. He suc- 
oeeded in rearing his child, taught him to be a hunter, and 
16 X 
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when he attained the age of manhood, chose him a wife from 
the tribe. The old man kept his vow in never taking a sec- 
ond wife himself, but he delighted in tending his son's chil- 
dren, and when his daughter-m-law used to interfere, saying 
that it was not the occupation of a man, he was wont to re- 
ply, that he had promised to the great Master of Life, if his 
child was spared, never to be proud, like the other Indians. 
He used to mention, too, as a certain proof of the approbation 
of Providence, that although he was always obliged to cany 
his child on his back while hunting, yet it never roused 
a moose by its cries, being always particularly still at those 
times. Our informant (Mr. WentzeH added, that he had oft* 
en seen this Indian in his old age, ana that his left breast, even 
then, retained the unusual size it had acquired in his occupa- 
tion of nurse." — ^1'. 157, 158. 

Singular as this case may appear, Dr. Richaixlson is 
quite correct in stating that there are others on record 
in which the same effects precisely were produced, and 
among which is that recorded by the Baron von Hum- 
boldt in his South American travels, and which some of 
the physiologists of that day pronounced to be impossi- 
ble, while they were advancing and defending other sto- 
ries not less mu*aculou8. It is not safe, in Sais age of 
wonderful discoveries, to pronounce dogmatically what 
is and what is not possible. Physiologists, and physi- 
cians, and surgeons may say, as some have said, ihat 
man has not been gifted, as woman is, with lacteous nu- 
triment ; but common sense may lead to the presumption 
that both, being constituted of the same materials, and 
supplied with similar glands, may, by some extraordinary 
circumstance — ** the force of powerful passion,^ as Dr. 
Kichardson observes — produce like effects. The opin- 
ions of two of the most eminent physiologists may here 
be given. Magendie says, ** Though the secretion of 
milk seems proper to women after parturition, it has 
been sometimes seen in vbgins, and even in man." — 
(Magendie's Physiology.) And Richerand says, " There 
have been known men in whom a long-continued titiDa- 
tion of the breasts had determined so considerable an in- 
flux of the humors, that there oozed from them a whit- 
ish, milky, saccharine fluid, not unlike the milk of a 
woman." — (Richerand*s Physiology,) To say that a 
thing is impossible is a very easy, but not a convia- 
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cing way of setding a disputed question. When Ste- 
{^enson constructed the first raikioad between Liverpool 
and Manchester, near twenty years ago, and asserted 
that its speed would exceed sixteen miles an hour, it 
was laughed at by a great lawyer (a senior wrangler), 
employed against the bill, who asserted dogmaticaUy 
that such a speed was impossible; but Stephenson, 
somewhat nettled, called out, ^* Instead of sixteen, I can 
make it sixty, if necessary." £very impediment was 
thrown in the way of establishing a distant electrical tel- 
egraph ; but the confidence which a few had in Profess- 
or Wheatstone carried the point, and a communication 
can now be held with Portsmouth from London (with 
their two distant terminiy even) in a very few minutes — 
a sin^e signal in half a second : in fact, electricity re- 
gards neither time nor space. How many impoesihiLi- 
ties would ordinary people meet with in the agencies of 
electricity, galvanism, and magnetism, one or all of 
which may almost be looked on as the life and soul of 
the matenal of our world, daily manifesting the truth 
that ** we are yet only on the threshold of discovery" — 
Sir Humphrey Davy's words, uttered but a short time 
before his death. 

To return, after this digression, to our voyagers. As 
soon as the number of people to be employed was com-^ 
pleted, consisting of sixteen Canadian voyagers, their 
En^iBh attendant, John Hepburn, two interpreters, to 
be received at the Great Slave Lake, and one Chipewy- 
an woman, and their provisions shipped, they all em- 
barked on the 18th of July, in high glee, and the crews 
of die diree canoes commenced a lively paddling song on 
leaving the shore, which was continued till out of sight 
of the house. On the 24th they reached Moose-deer 
Island, a post of the Northwest Company, and engaged 
Pierre St. Germain as interpreter for the Copper In- 
dians. On the 28th diey arrived at Fort Providence, 
situated on the northeastern side of Great Slave Lake. 
They found here Mr. Wentzel and the second interpret- 
er, Jean Baptiste Adam. The duties allotted to the 
' former were, the management of the Indians, the super- 
mtendence of the Canadian voyagers, the obtaining and 
distzibudng provisions and oliier stores, all of which he 
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was well qualified to perform, having been twenty yean 
in the country. Here, too, ihey were waited on by the 
chief of the Indians, named Akaitcho. He made a 
speech, purporting that he rejoiced to see such great 
chiefs on his land ; that his tribe was poor, but they 
loved white men, who had been their benefactors ; said 
he would attend them to the end of their journey, and 
would do all he could to provide them wi^ the means 
of subsistence. Franklin, of course, made a suitable ac- 
knowledgment in return. 

On the 2d of August they left Fort Providence, on 
their way to the Copper Mine River, the party consist- 
ing of six Englishmen, six Canadian voyagers, and three 
interpreters, to which were added Akaitcho and his In- 
dians. The details of the journey as far as Fort Enter- 
prise, on the banks of Winter La[ke, the difficulties that 
occurred in the navigation of the numerous rivers and 
lakes, and the crossing of portages, could give htde or no 
information of interest to the general reader, and shaD 
therefore be omitted. Suffice it to say, that after nu- 
merous difficulties, experienced from scarcity of provi- 
8k>n8 for the party that attended them, impediments of 
navigation, and the severe labor of the frequent portages, 
they were glad to arrive, on the 20th of August, after a 
slow and tedious progress, at the spot where it was de- 
cided to winter, and which was distant about 550 miles 
from Chipewyan. Captain Franklin states their journey 
briefly thus : 

" The coimted length of the portages we had ciossed since 
leaving Fort Providence is twenty-one statute miles and a 
half; and as our men had to traverse each portage four times 
with a load of 180 pounds, and return three times light, they 
walked in the whole upward of one hundred and fi^ miles. 
The total length of our voyage from Chipewyan is five hon- 
dred and fifty-three miles. In the afternoon (he says) we 
read divine service, and 'offered oar thanksgiving to the Al- 
mighty for his goodness in having brought us thus &r on our 
joomey ; a duty which we never neglected, when' sfeationaiy, 
on the Sabbath." 

Before the termination of the last journey, howeveri 
the Canadian voyagers became discontented, and direoi- 
ened not to proceed forward unless more food was givea 
to them ; and Franklin, after addressing them in the 
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buildings. Accordingly, they set out on the 9th of Sep- 
tember, and having suffered much from snow and cold, 
reached the Copper Mine River on the 13th, and were 
glad to get back to Fort Enterprise, having traversed on 
foot about eighty miles. On the same day Back and 
Hood returned from their inspection. 

** I was much pleased (says Franklin) with the able man- 
ner in which these officers executed me service they had 
been dispatched upon, and was gratified to learn from them 
ih&t their companions had conducted themsdlves extremely 
well, and borne the fetigues of the journey most cheerfully. 
They scarcely had ever more than sufficient ftiel to boil the 
kettle, and were generally obliged to lie down in their 
wet clothes, and, consequ^ndy, Buttered much from cold." — 
P. 237. 

Soon, however, after the parties had returned to the 
Ibrt, it was stated by the wintering party at Fort En- 
terprise that they had been apprised that the provisions 
they had, and were likely to obtain, would not suffice 
for their journey to the sea and along the coast, and 
that the ammunition and clothing had not come up from 
the southward : Mr. Back, therefore, with that zeal and 
activity by which he had particularly distinguished him- 
self, volunteered to set out, on the 18th of October, 
with Mr. Wentzel, two Canadians, two Indians and 
theu" wives, and return to Fort Providence, and, if nec- 
essary, to Chipewyan, to obtain and hasten the required 
supplies. This journey was performed on foot, in the 
midst of winter, and was successful. Wentzel returned 
from Providence in the month of December, accompa- 
nied by two Esquimaux interpreters, whom they found 
at Fort Providence, where they had arrived fr^m the 
neighborhood of Chesterfield Inlet ; their long, unpro- 
nounceable names were now converted into those of 
Augustus and Junius ; the former understood a little of 
the English language. Back, always alert when duty 
required his exertion, proceeded to Chipewyan. 

Some traits of the Indian character are given in the 
report of his long and perilous journey, and of the con- 
duct of the Indians, which deserve to be here noticed. 
A single instance may be sufficient to stamp their char- 
acter. "One of the women caught a fine pike by 
making a hole in the ice, which she gave to us ; the la- 
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dinns ^positiyely refdsed to partake of it, from the idem 
(as we afterward learned) that we should not have 
sufficient for ourselves : * we are accustomed to starva- 
tion,' said they, * but you are not.' " The Indians and 
their wives complained of illness and want of rest, which 
induced Back to serve out to them a flagon of mixed 
spirits. ** It was a satisfaction to me," he says, ** to be- 
lH>ld these poor creatures enjoying themselves, for they 
had behaved in the most exempkuy and active manner 
toward the party, and with a generosity and 83rmpathy 
seldom found even in the more civiliEcd parts of the 
world ; and the attention and affection which they man- 
ifested toward their wives evinced a benevolence of 
disposition and goodness of nature which could not fail 
to secmre the approbation of the most indifferent ob- 
server.'* Another instance, while it conveys some idea 
of the privation to which the party were exposed with 
r«gard to food, shows the desh« of the Indutns, in the 
midst of their own sufferings, to administer to the relief 
of the strangers. 

** One of our men caught a fish, which, with the assistance 
of some weed scraped rrom the rocks (tripe de rocke)t that 
affords a glntinoas sabstance, made us a tolerable sapper; 
H was not of the most choice kind, yet good enougn for 
hungty men. While we were eating it I perceived one of 
liie women busily employed scraping an old skin, with tha 
contonts of which her husband presented us. They consist- 
ed of poonded meat, fat, and a greater proportion of Indian's 
and deer's hair than eider ; and though such a mixture may 
not appear very alluring to an English stomach, it was 
thought a great luxury otter three days' privation in these 
cheerless regions of America. Indeed, had it not been for 
the procaution and generosity of the Indians, we must have 
gone without sustenance until we reached the forts." — P. 
§73, 274. 

Back, in this dreadful journey, was not only exposed 
to starvation and the extremity of cold, but also to the 
danger of perishing in some of the lakes which they had 
to cross on foot. On a narrow branch of the Slave 
Lake he fell throu^ the ice, but escaped without in- 
jury ; on another occasion the ice bent so that it re- 
quh-ed the utmost speed to avoid falling through where 
it gave way, as it seems to have done at every step he 
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took. In snort, it was little less than miraculous, con- 
sidering tlie season and the severity of the winter, that 
he ever returned safe, which, however, he had the good 
fortune to do on the 17th of March, when he arrived at 
Fort Enterprise, where, he says, ^^I had the pleasure 
of meeting my friends all in good health, after an ab- 
sence of nearly five months, during which time I had 
traveled 1104 miles on snow-shoes, and had no other 
covering at night, in the woods, than a blanket and deer 
skin, with the tliemiometer frequently at —40°, and 
once at — 57°, and sometimes passing two or three 
days without tasting food." Well may Franklin say, 
** I had every reason to be much pleased with his con- 
duct on this arduous undertaking.'' 

With regard to the temperature of the winter, it was 
not improved by the more northern situation of Fort 
Enterprise. Augustus spoke so highly of the warmth 
of a snow-house, that he was employed in the building 
of one, which he did after a very speedy and clever 
operation, and of which Captain Franklin has given a 
description and plan ; but as Parry has supplied both, 
obtained from the very same people, they need not here 
be repeated. Franklin says, ** The purity of the mate- 
rial of which the house was framed, the elegance of its 
construction, and the transparency of its walls, which 
transmitted a very pleasant light, gave it an appearance 
far superior to a marble building, and one might survey 
it with feelings somewhat akin to those produced by the 
contemplation of a Grecian temple reared by Phidias ; 
both are triumphs of art, inimitable in their kinds." 
Like many of the Grecian temples, they too are covered 
by domes, built on the principle of an arch, which is 
perfectly understood by them. We have had many 
learned disquisitions on the origin of the arch, which 
some say was copied from nature ; the poor isolated 
Esquimaux, evidently an original people, unlike to any 
other in physical appearance, had nature only to con- 
sult, in which, with their own ingenuity, as we have 
learned from Parry, they are by no means deficient. 

In December, 1^ ranklin has given a statement of the 
severity of the cM, which is not more intense than 
Back experienced : 
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- '< The weather during tfaU month was the coldett we ex- 
perienced daring our residence in America. The thermom- 
eter sunk on one occasion to 57^ below zero, and never rose 
beyo^ 6^ above it ; the mean for the month was — 29^*7. 
Daring these intense colds, however, the atmosphere was 
generally calm, and the wood-cutters and others went about 
meir oroiYiary occupations without using any extraordinary 
precautions, yet witnout feeling any baa effects. They had 
their reindeer shirts on, leathern mittens lined vnth blankets, 
and furred caps ; but none of them used any defense for the 
fiice, nor did they need to do so. Indeed we have already 
mentioned that the heat is abstracted most rapidly firum the 
body during strong breezes; and most of those who have 
perished from cold in this country have fallen a sacrifice to 
their being overtaken on a lake, or other unsheltered place, 
by a storm of wind. The intense colds were, however, 
detrimental to us in another way. The trees froze to their 
very centers, and became as hard as stones, and more difficult 
to cut. Some of the axes were broken daily, and by the end 
of the month we had only one left that was fit for felling 
trees. By intrusting it only to one of the party who had 
been bred a carpenter, and who could use it with dexterity, 
it was fortunately preserved until the arrival of our men with 
others from Fort rrovidence. 

" A thermometer, himg in our bedroom at the distance of 
sixteen feet from the fire, but exposed to its direct radiation, 
stood, even in the daytime, occasionally at 15^ below zero, 
and was observed more than once, previous to the kindling 
of the fire in the morning, to be* as low as 40° below zero. 
On two of these occasions, the chronometers (Nos. 2149 and 
2151), which during the night lay under Mr. Hood*s and Dr. 
Richardson's pillows, stopped while they were dressing them- 
selves."— P. 254, 255. 

In one of the families that frequented the house was 
a good-looking girl, concerning whom Captain Franklin 
gives the following anecdote : 

" I may remark, that the daughter, whom we designated 
Green-stockings, from her dress, is considered by her tribe 
to be a great beauty. Mr. Hood drew an accurate portrait 
of her, udiough her naother was averse fix>m her sitting for 
it. She was afraid, she said, that her daughter's likeness 
would induce the Great Chief -who resided in England to send 
for the original. The young lady, however, was undeterred 
by any such fear. She has already been an object of contest 
between her countrymen, and, alUiough under sixteen years 
of age, has belonged successively to two husbands, and would 
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probablj hare been the wife of man^ move, if her modier 
had not required her wrricef as a mme." — ^P. 254. 

The ingenioofl methods pursued by Caplani Pany m 
his winter's abode in the Arctic regions, for the aiiinise- 
ment and occupation of his people, were not known to 
Captain Franklin; but he e^fually found it nec oaoai y , 
daring the dreary months they were shut up in Foft 
Enterprise, to furnish some kind of employment, espe- 
cially for the officers of the expeditioo, who, howerer, 
were at no loss : they were engaged in writing out thw 
journals, calculating the resuhs of their obser^atioos, and 
in constructing the charts of the routes, while Messrs. 
Hood and Back were employed in finishing their draw- 
ings. The reading of newspapers, magazines, and let- 
ters from England was a source of occupation. But 
Captain Franklin has given a sketch, which contains tibe 
usual routine of their winter's life at Fclfit Enterprise. 

** In the evenings we joined the men in the hall, and took 
a part in their games, which generally continned to a late 
hcrar ; in short, we never found the time to hang heavy iqioo 
oar hands ; and the peculiar occupations of each of toe offi- 
cers aJSbrded them more employment than might at first be 
■apposed. I recalculated the observations made on oar 
route; Mr. Hood protracted the chuls, and made dioae draw- 
ings of birds, plants, and fishes, which can not appear in diis 
woik, but which have been the admiration of every one who 
has seen them. Each of the party seduloosly and aeparateW' 
recorded their observations on the aurora, and Dr. Bichara- 
son contrived to obtain from under the snow q»ecimens of 
most of the lichens in the neighborhood, and to make himself 
acquainted with the mineralogy of the sorrounding coontiy. 

" The Sabbath was always a day of rest with us ; the wood- 
men were required to provide for the exigencies of that day 
on Saturday, and the party were dressed m their best attire. 
Divine service was recularly performed, and the Canadiani 
attended, and behaved with great decorum, altfaoogfa they 
were all Roman Catholics, and but litde acquainted with the 
language in which the prayers were read. I re&retted modi 
that we had not a French Prayer-Book, but the Lord's Prayer 
and Creed were always read to them in their own language. 

** Our diet consisted almost entirely of reindeer meat, vaned 
twice a week by fish, and occasionally by a httle floor, hot 
we had no vegetables of any description. On the Sonday 
mornings we drank a cup of chocolate ; but oar greatest lux- 
ury was tea (without sugar), of which we regularly partook 



Tbf 






3iT*»: ai. Jit ii- .- 



3KS- Ui* TMi-r "- 



vn 2X1W IT--" 









CWifSSL lilt :u&'> 



252 Ascnc votagbu 

tained that the height of the amnonu instead of beinf , ua 
supposed by Mr. l>alton and others, beroiid the region 
of the atmosphere, is usuaUr not more than six or seven 
miles from the earth. *'\Ve have sometimes seen,** 
Mr. Hood savs, '* an attenuated anrora flashing acron a 
hundred degrees of the sky in a single second : a quick- 
ness of motion inconsistent with the height of sixty or 
seventy miles, the least which has hitherto been ascribed 
to it." 

On the 1st of January, 1821, the usual festivitieB of the 
new year were held. The only treat the people oouU 
receive was a little flour and fat, both luxuries ; but the 
feast languished for want of spirits. The whole month 
was cold and foggy, yet the Indians declared it was the 
warmest they had known ; the thermometer, however, 
toward the latter part, descended to 49^, and the mean 
temperature of the month was 15° *6. On the 15th 
large supplies were received from Fort Providence, and 
the people had their ration of spirits served out to them. 

Toward the end of March two Indians arrived from 
The Hook, a chief next to Akaitcho in authority among 
the Copper Indians : his band were stationed between 
the Marten and Great Bear Lakes; they brought oflen 
from him to supply dried meat on the banks of the Cop- 
per Mine River, in return for goods and ammunitioD. 
The ofiiBr was declined, but they were desired to tell 
him that notes on the Northwest Company *8 post would 
be given for either provisions or leather when they met. 
Evenut this period, Franklin says, ^*the hunters sent 
us no supplies ; our net produced very few fish, and the 
pounded meat intended to keep for smnmer use was 
neariy expended. Our meals at this period were al- 
ways scanty, and we were occasionally restricted to one 
in the day." 

But the Indian families which congregated about the 
house, consisting principally of women and children, suf- 
fered the most. 

" I had often requested them to move to Akaitcbo's lodge, 
where they were more certain of receiving supplies ; bat as 
moat of them wore sick or infirm, they did not like to quit 
the house, where they daily received medicines from Dr. 
Richardson, to encounter the &tigue o^ following the move- 
meuts of a hunting-^amp. They cleared away the now on 



VKAXEUX AXB KJCXASHMnr's JaCMXEX, 2St 

ietU 1b>b «f kid£. and ciukst uffiiL WlieoD we W^eld ibna 
gaamit g &e pioDW of bide, and poimdiiiE ibe haa» &r l^ 
poiptMe cf cxtmctixic some ncimaduueoaci vom liien br bcol- 
w»f. we p e g r t ia a ad onr ixtahiiitT to relirve l^Mao. bin 'Ea^ 
^baia^X liui3 ire eihaiild ocraeihres be aftcnrand diirni to ibe 
iiecenivoif easeriroolloctiiiglliese sane bcDw m floocnd time 
from d»e dnn^iE.'^— P. 29B. 

of spnog WW sp-eei^ canfirmed far ^t» emha] i^ 
peaiJUL^ ' cf niioiie kinds of birds and of rnndecr. Tbe 
a»ei « ge teaupciil iire fer ibe mcmtii was •bout 32^, the* 
greateft heat 6^^, and liie knreEtt l€~ ; at ifae end of liia 
moQlii llie ran d&d not set. Preparatxais wnv now 
mttde for ibe long jonnieT dorwn ti^ Copper Mne Rir- 
er to ll»e coast of liie Potar Sea, and aknte it lo liie 
eastward. The first partr staned on the 4tn of Jodo, 
under tlie char;^ of Dr. BichardKii, copflbtiagof twf ■ 
ty-diPDe peraoQE, exchisire of cbddren. AjDon|: thmi 
were fifteen Canadian TOTa£:erB. A promise was mada 
hy AkaiScho, in presence of Mr. Wentael and the Im- 
dSans, tliat a deposit of provinons dboold be Bade «t 
tins pfaca, Fovt Enterprise, prerioos to next S eplembw, 
as m i gjs omc^e shoidd tbe partj retain fay tbis way ; and 
Weoteel undertook to see this done. 

On tlie 14tii of June, afl being completed, Caplaia 
FranUiD set off witb tiiree canoes, dragged bj four dmb 
each, and two dogs. Hie stores, the iDSbioiieiilB, and 
the sohI stock of dried meat; anMyantiDeQalf to eiriity 
poonds, were Astributed eqaaJfy among Hepburn, ttrro 
Canafians, and the two EsqnimBiiz, Jmiios and A.«gM- 
tos. Al the party set out on foot. On crosang a snial 
Ue, Frankfin fisD in throng the ice, and soon after 
Back did the same, and Jnnias also, with a heaij bar* 
deo oo his back, bat none erf" them were hart. It was 
not tOI the 21st that Frsnkfin's party jobied Dr. Bidi- 
aidaon at Point Lake. To ease the men ^dio had car* 
ried the canoes, the third canoe was left here, as by do- 
ing this three men were gained to assist those ifho had 
become lame. 

It were tedious, and not Teiy interesting, to repeat 
die details ef the journey orer lakes, down ra|nds and 
cataracts, over portages, and across a hiBy coimtryt 
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dreadfiin J fiitigiimg to the men, or to relida the i 
successes and dinppoiiitiiientB of the hmiteis. It is 
enougfa to say that on the 30tii of June tfaey embaiked 
on the Copper Mine Rirer, which, at a point called 
Kock-nest, is stated to be about two hnndred yards wide, 
ten feet deep, and to flow ¥eiy rapidly orer a rocky bot- 
tom ; its banks picturesque, the hilb shelving to die wa- 
ter side, weD covered with wood, and the sm&ce of the 
rocks richly clothed with fichens. Musk-oxen were 
here very plentiful near the river, and in all this part of 
the country ; and, like the bufialo, herd together in 
bands, so that one day the hunters kffled eight cows. It 
is said that when two or three men get so near a herd 
as to fire at them from different points, instead of sepa- 
rating or running away, these animals huddle closer to- 
gether, and several are generally killed ; but if the wound 
be not mortal, they become enraged, and dart in the 
most furious manner at the hunters, who must be veiy 
dexterous to evade them. 

On the 7th of July they arrived at The Hook's en- 
campment, the Indian chief before mentioned, ^^o was 
particulariy civil, and said, '* The amount of meat I have 
is veiy sniall, but I will cheerfully give you what I have ; 
we are too much indebted to the white people to aDow 
them to want food on our lands while we have any to give 
them ;" and he promised to remain on the side of the 
Bear Lake, which is near to the Copper Mine River, 
till the month of November, and to furnish the party widi 
supplies on their retm-n. He too, as well as all the In- 
dians, earnestly entreated the travelers to be constantly 
on their guard against the treachery of the Esquimaux. 

They were now approaching the Copper Mountains, 
their encampment being in lat. 67° I' 10", long. 116° 
27' 28" W. ; variation of the compass, 44° 11' 43", and 
dip of the needle, 87° 31' 18". From hence they visit- 
ed the Copper Mountains in search of specimens of the 
ore, agreeably, as Franklin says, with his instructions ; 
the party consisting of twenty-one persons, voyagers 
and Indians, including the officers. 

** We traveled for nine hoars over a coosiderable space of 
ground, bat foand only a few small pieces of native copper. 
The mountains varied in height from 1200 to 1500 feet; their 
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Chipewyan Indians, and therefore named it the ** Bloody 
Fall." On Franklin and the party approaching it and 
encamping, nine Esquimaux appeared on the opposite 
bank of the river, carrying their canoes on their l»cks ; 
but they fled on seeing the tents. Not only were these 
people alarmed, but the Indians also were so terrified 
that they insisted on returning the next day ; nor could 
Franklin prevail on two hunters to remain with him. 
The reduced party, however, proceeded, and on the 18th 
of July reached the sea-coast at the mouth of the Cop- 
per Mine River, it being only nine miles from the Bloody 
Fall. The Canadian voyagers were amused with their 
first view of the sea, and the seals swinuning about, but 
soon gave way to despondency ; they were terrified at 
the idea of a voyage through an icy sea in bark canoes. 
Hepburn's remarks, however, and the way in which he 
held up to them the delights of his accustomed element, 
made them ashamed of their fears. The party who pro- 
ceeded amounted to twenty persons. The traveling dis- 
tance from Fort Enterprise to the mouth of the river is 
said to be about three hundred and thirty -four miles. 
The canoes and baggage were dragged over snow and 
ice for one hundred and seventeen miles of this distance. 
They encamped at ten on the western bank, at its junc- 
tion with the sea. The river is here about a mile wide, 
but very shallow. High and numerous islands to sea- 
ward fill the horizon in several points of the compass ; 
the water was decidedly salt, and Franklin thinks that 
Hearne could have tasted it only at the mouth of the 
river, as he pronounced it merely brackish. 

The embarcation in two birch-bark canoes for a navi- 
gation along the southern coast of the Polar Sea to the 
eastward, and the commencement of the voyage, took 
place on the 21st of July, their dried meat and other pro- 
visions amounting only to fifteen days^ consumption. 
They paddled all day along the coast, within a crowded 
range of islands, with veiy little ice ; the coast covered 
with vegetation ; the islands rocky and barren ; abund- 
ance of drift-wood ; and as none comes down the Cop- 
per Mine River, nor down any other, except Macken-- 
zie's River, it was inferred that an easterly current pre- 
vailed. The least depth of water, after two days' sail- 
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shore of a very wide and deep golf, with nnineroiu inlets 
issuing in various directions, with creeks and rivers 
branching out from and others running into them. In 
the present situation of the party, living from hand to 
mouth, and without any certainty of a supply, notlung 
more than an outline could be taken of these inlets, from 
twenty to sixty miles deep ; but pains appear to have 
been bestowed by Franklin, Back, and Hood to make 
them as correct as time would allow. One of these nu« 
merous branches was named Melville, and is stated to be 
thirty miles from east to west, and twenty from north to 
south; and Bathurst's Inlet is not less than seventy 
miles long. These, however, as occasional receptacles 
of ice, are not to be considered as refuge harbors for 
ships. 

Having surrounded this gulf^ called Coronation Gulf 
on the chart, Franklin, Richardson, and Back walked 
along the southern coast of the Polar Sea ten miles, and 
finding its trending to be still to the east, they named 
the spot Point Turn-again, being well satisfied that it 
was more than probable this point would prove the ter- 
mination of the voyage. " It was evident," says Frank- 
lin, ** that the time spent in exploring the Arctic and 
Melville Sounds, and Bathurst's Inlet (all branching out 
of and a portion of the great gulf), had precluded the 
hope of reaching Repulse Bay, which at the outset of the 
voyage we had fondly cherished ; and it was equally ob- 
vious that, as our distance from any of the trading estab- 
lishments would increase as we proceeded, the hazard- 
ous traverse across the barren grounds which we should 
have to make, if compelled to abandon the canoes upon 
any part of the cotist, would become greater." But the 
greatest hazard of all, and it was wofully experienced, 
was the miserable pittance of provisions remaining. 

Many circumstances concurred to convince the party 
that farther exploration would be vain, one of the canoes 
being already rendered useless, and the second nearly as 
bad ; the quantity of penmiican was reduced to three 
days* consumption, and apprehensions for their safety 
had seriously possessed the minds of the voyagers and 
interpreters. A violent storm and its effect on the sea 
did not increase their desire of remaining longer. 
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M Thous^ it win appear from the chait,^ mj» Frank- 
fill, ^^tbit tiie poaitkui of Point Turn-again is only six 
degrees and a half to the east of the mouth of the Cop- 
per Mine Birer, we sailed, in tracing the deeply-indent- 
ed eoast, live hundred and fifty-fire geographiol milea, 
which is fittle less than the direct di^ance between the 
Copper Mine River and Repuke Bay, supposing the lat- 
ter to be in the longitode assigned to it by Mkkfletoa.*' 

Captain Franklin mentions that Arctic Sound ajqiear- 
ed the moat coovenient, and, perhaps, the best place for 
ships to anchor that he had seen along the coast, at this 
season espeetaDy, when they might increase their stock 
of pro¥ision if suppGed with good marksmen. Deer are 
numerous in its vicinity ; musk-oxen also may be found 
up Hood*a River, and die fine, sandy bottom of the baya 
promisea fisvomUy for fisiung with the sein. The hJDa 
on the western side are even in their outline, and atope 
gradually to the water's edge. 

Franklin fiuther says that the portion of the sea over 
which he had passed is navigable for vessels of any sice. 
The ice he met, particularly after leaving Detention 
Harbor, would not have arrested a strong boat. The 
chain of iafauids affords shelter from all heavy seas, and 
ibere are cood harbors at convenient distances. It is to 
bo hoped, however, that Captain Franklin, on his iires- 
ent voyage, may not be driven to seek shelter, witn the 
Srabus ttid Terror, in any part of the southern coaat of 
thePohrSea. 

The anangemeirt; made for returning by the way he 
httd come Captain Franklin now perceived wouki not be 
•dvisaUe. Tlie eountry between Cape Barrow and 
Copper Jfine River would not supply their wants ; the 
canoes were unfit to encounter the sea ; the bad season 
waa rapidly advancing, when heavy gales were to be ex- 
pected. ** I determmed, therefore," he lays, ** to make 
at once fo Arctic Sound, where game had been found 
more plentiful than in any other place; and euUiriutf 
Hood*a River, to advance up it as lar as navigiil>lM, siid 
then to oonstroct small canoes out of the mstemls of tjm 
larger and damaged ones, which coukl be carriwi, In 
oroaainc the barren grounds, to Fort KnterpriiM)/* Thiy 
Ymd bcim them a chilling prospea oo finding, uu tb» 
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20th of this month, the pools of water frozen over, the 
ground covered with snow, and the thermometer down 
to the freezing-point at midday. The hunters went 
out, but saw no animals. "We made a scanty meal 
off a handful of pemmican, after which only a half a bag 
remained." 

Bad as the canoes had become, and boisterous as the 
weather was, these voyagers contrived to paddle across 
the arms of lakes and inlets within the great gulf; but 
there was no game to be had ; the berries, however, 
were ripe and plentiful ; and, with the addition of some 
country tea ( Z» edum palustre)^ furnished a supper. Hav- 
ing crossed the eastern entrance of Bathurst's Inlet to 
an island, the deer were found to be plentiful, and two 
were killed. The wind changed to a quarter which en- 
abled the party to steer for Hood's River, from the mouth 
of which they ascended as high as the first rapid, and 
encamped. This was on the 26th of August ; " and 
here," says Franklin, " terminated our voyage on the 
Arctic Sea, during which we had gone over six hundred 
and fifty geographical miles." "Our Canadian voya- 
gers," he adds, " could not restrain their joy at having 
turned their backs on the sea, and they spent the even- 
ing in talking over their past adventures, with much hu- 
mor and no little exaggeration. It is due to their char- 
acter to mention that they displayed much courage in 
encountering the dangers of the sea, magnified to them 
by their novelty." 

At a few miles up Hood's River, it runs for about a 
mile through a narrow chasm, the walls of which are 
upward of two hundred feet in height, and quite per- 
pendicular. Through this chasm the river precipitates 
itself in two magnificent falls, close to each other. Frank- 
lin named these cascades " Wilberforce Falls," as a trib- 
ute of his respect for that distinguished Christian phi- 
lanthropist. The large canoes not being suited to this 
river, two smaller ones were constructed out of their 
materials, each sufficient to contain three persons, to be 
used for the purpose of crossing any river that mi^t ob- 
struct their progress. 

The construction of the new canoes detained them 
tm the Ist of September when it was decided to make 
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a dbnoct fine to Pcnnt Lake, distant only 149 miles in a 
aUxmi^ line from where they were. Having proceeded 
tw^e mileSf a anow-Btorm obliged them to encamp, and 
on the 3d the last piece of pemmican and a little arrow* 
root were distriboted for supper. The violence of the 
storm continued till the 7th ; and for several days, hav- 
mg nothing to eat, and no means of making a fire, they 
remained whole days in bed. The wind continued so 
strong and the weather so severe, that there was no 
chance of getting on. A temperature of 20°, without 
fire, the party weak from fasting, their garments stiff- 
ened by frost, and the ground covered with ice and snow, 
rendered their condition very unfit for traveling in such 
a country. On trying to proceed, Franklin was seized 
with a fiunting-fit, in consequence of exhaustion and sud- 
den exposure to the wind, but on eating a morsel of port- 
able soup he recovered. '* I was unwilling," says this 
brave fellow, '* at first to take this morsel of soup, which 
was diminishing the small and only remaining meal for 
tiie party, but several of the men urged me to it with 
much kindness.*' The canoe-carriers were frequently 
blown down, and one of these machines was broken to 
pieces, which, however, was turned to the best account, 
by making a fire of it to cook the remnant of portable 
soup and arrow-root : a scanty meal after three days' 
fiwting, but it served to allay the pangs of hunger. 

The next two days the surface of the barren grounds 
was covered with large stones, bearing a lichen which 
the Canadians call tripe de roche, or rock-tripe, a sub- 
stance to which the present travelers may be said to owe 
Iheir safety and existence ; without it &iey must have 
died oi starvation. By botanists this plant is called Gy- 
roji^tora^ from its circular form, and die surface of the 
leaf being marked with curved lines, and of which Dr. 
Richaxdson has described and engraved four species, 
with this observation : ** We used all four as articles of 
food ; but, not having the means of extracting the bitter 
principle from them, they proved nauseous to all, and 
noxious to several of the party, producing severe bowel 
complaints." This, with half a partridge to each, fur- 
nished their supper. 

On the 6th tibe passage of a river was effected by 
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means of a range of large rocks at the foot of a rapid. 
The people who carried heavy burdens mostly slipped 
into the stream, and were drenched from head to foot ; 
and all being wet to the middle, and the thermometer at 
17°, their clothes became stiff with the frost, disabling 
them from walking without much pain. 

On the 10th they came upon a herd of musk-oxen, of 
which the hunters killed one of the largest, a cow, which 
infused spirit into the starving party. "This," says 
Franklin, ** was the sixth day since we had enjoyed a 
good meal ; the tripe de roche, even where we got enough, 
only serving to allay the pangs of hunger for a short 
time." 

On the 12th the severity of the weather abated, so as 
to allow them to go forward, but the whole party com- 
plained of faintness, and of more weakness than they 
had ever before done. Their supper consisted of a sin- 
gle partridge, accompanied with some rock-tripe, which 
afforded little relief, and the latter had become quite 
nauseous to all, and in several produced bowel complaints, 
to Mr. Hood in particular. It was now obvious that the 
whole party were getting weaker every day. It was 
discovered also that some of them had thrown away the 
fishing-nets and burned the floats, depriving them, by 
this thouehtless act, of the means of obtaining a supply 
of fish, which might be expected while coasting the mar- 
gins of the several lakes they would have to pass. 

On the morning of the 14th, while the officers were 
assembled round a small fire, Perrault, one of the voya- 
gers, presented each of them with a small piece of meat, 
which he had saved from his allowance. " It was re- 
ceived," says Franklin, "with great thankfulness, and 
such an act of self-denial and kindness, being totally un- 
expected in a Canadian voyager, filled our eyes with 
tears." On the same day, Franklm, St. Germain, and 
Belanger embarked in the remaining canoe to cross a 
river, and when in the midst of it, the current and a 
strong breeze drove the canoe to the very brink of a tre- 
mendous rapid, of which a most frightful account is 
given : Belanger, unluckily, applied his paddle to avert 
the danger of being forced down the rapid ; he lost his 
balance, the canoe overset in the midst of the rapid, but 
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the party kept hold of it till it came in contact with a 
rock, on which the water whs not higher than their 
waists. Belanger remained on tlie rock : the other 
two, on the third attempt, got to the shore. After 
many fraitless attempts, a small line was tlirown to Hel* 
anger, and he was dragged through the rapid in a per- 
fectly senseless state, from which, by the attention of 
Dr. Richardson, he was, after a long time, n*covered. 
By this accident Franklin lost his (xirttolio, containing 
his journal and observations from Foit Knter|)rise ; but 
the loss, he says, was well supplied by his companions, 
Richardson, Back, and Hood. 

On the 16th and 17th, by passing over a nigged 
country, their toil and suffering were greatly increased ; 
on the latter day they had no breakfast, and but a scanty 
supper, yet Franklin says they allayed the pangs of 
hunger by pieces of singed hide and a little trint dt 
rocke, " These would have satisfied us in oniinary 
times, but we were now almost exhausted by slender 
fare and travel, and our appetites had t)eroine raveiMnis, 
We looked, however, with humble confidenro to tlio 
Great Author and Giver of all good, for a (M>ntinuunoA 
of the support which had hitherto been always supplied 
to us at our greatest need.*' 

On the 18th, Franklin says, **the want of tripf tie 
roche caused us to go supperless to bod.** MMio next 
day they came to a spot where there was some of tliiit 
weed, which they collected, and breakfasted on. Mr. 
Hood was now so feeble that Dr. KichanlNon walked 
with him at a gentle pace in the rear of thi^ party. " In 
the evening,'* says Fnmklin, ** we had a huuiU (]tuiut.ity 
of the tript^ and the rest of our supper wiix iiiiidn up of 
scraps of roasted leather;'* and ho ailds, " provioun In 
setting out, the whole party ate llio rtMiniiuN of ihtiir 
old shoes, and whatever srrajm of loiither thi«y had, In 
strengthen their stomachs for the fatiguo of iliu day '9 
jonmey." 

The 19th supplied tluMU only witli li'oliuid ninaii. 
boiled for their suppor, which, not Immm^ NiiuUnit. pimiMi 
too bitter to be takon in morn tliiui 11 fow NiiiKiuhilii , no 
rock-tripe was to be found. On tliiN iliiy imii« oI lliii 
tenewed oanoes was broken by tlin full ol ilio poibou 
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who had it in charge. For several days after this flieir 
progress was slow, over a hilh^ countary, and the men 
became impatient, and so indifferent, that the two who 
had the charge of the only remaining canoe left it be* 
hind, urging an excuse that it had a faU, was Gompletely 
broken, and useless. They refused to retam and bring 
it up, broken as it was ; they refused to make any ex- 
ertion, and acted as if they had given up all hope of 
preservation. 

On the 21st the men took it into their heads that the 
party had lost their way, and a gloom was spread over 
every countenance. Dr. Kichuxlson had suffered so 
much from cold, fatigue, and hunger as to be obliged to 
deposit his specimens of plants and minerals, coUected 
on the sea-coast, being unable to carry them any farther. 

Things continued in this deplorable state till the 24th, 
when the killing of five small deer out of a large herd 
reanimated the drooping spirits of the men, and they 
asked for a day's rest, which was considered reasonaUe 
enough, that the quiet enjoyment of two substantial 
meals, after eight day's famine, might enable them to 
proceed more vigorously. On the 26th they reached a 
branch of the Copper Mine River ; and now, for the 
first time, the people were convinced of their folly in 
breaking the two canoes. 

Back, the most active and vigorous of the party, was 
sent forward with some of the hunters to apprise the 
people at Fort Enterprise of the approach of the rest- 
Credit and Junius followed them also to hunt. Credit 
returned, but Junius was missing, and was never after 
heard of. Several days were here lost in making a raft 
of willows, which was finished by the 29th, but all at- 
tempts to convey the raft across the stream failed, and 
the scheme was considered hopeless : the raft, moreo- 
ver, was of green wood, and the want of poles or pad- 
dles rendered the moving of it on the water impractica- 
ble. Yet it was of the utmost importance to cross the 
river, as any attempt to go round the lakes would be 
sure destruction to the whole party, in their famished 
and worn down state ; two of them, having been utteily 
unable to proceed, were left behind. 

" In this hopeless condition with certain steunration staring 
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4e ^OB. Br. Bidurdaxi, aetiiated hr ifar nnMr diw 
winTu; alait effart fiir tiir aaSnn ai thr }i«rt\ . and «if 
^ Ids itRg- ' in g cain|«iiicnv fnun a tfoair «^ iuiiini%', 
omild vaih trrnnniHir, and thai i^wndih . in dfia^. vol* 
sdtD nmlDe iSbip aUnuijn to ffwim acrrMii the mmnn, i«n 
in& him a fine hy which the nit miijhi hr hanM ovw^ 
lavdied into Ihie iitnsam with ^h* iinr nrand bin vmK 
when he had {!m to a ^art diatanor from thr omv. 
his arm* became benamlieid with cvild. and hrloA 
' of moving them ; cdll he peinirx'nmd, and TnminK 
OB Ibb hack, had neudv gained the appositr Hhnrrt. wbon hi* 
lea alaa hnramfi powerleaa. and. Ut our infinite alarm, wr hr^ 
hud him tank. W« instantly haiilod opon the liwx, and hA 
came azain cm the mihce, and wa« fradnally drawn ajibam 
in an dbnost Hfeles statB. Beinr rni^t^d up 'in hlank<e«R» Im 
ivas plmooA before a good fire of willowR, and. ^^timatpily, 
wmM jiut able to ipeak flnffidently to give «rinie nUght 4ii^Ms 
tioaa leqpecting the manner of tmating him. He nyxtxt^i^ 
MieB^ cndimUy, and, throoeh the bkanng of God, wait «M> 
bled u me ooone of a few oonn to oonvene, and by ^ 
arening was MifBoientlv reoovered to mnove into the tout 
We dim regretted to learn that the akin of hi« x^hole Mi 
aide was delved of £e>eling, in coD«equence of ox|>0Mti« la 
too great heat He did not perfiwtly rKY)W»r tbo netMUkm 
of tbmt mde nnlal the foQowixig Bamrorr. I can not dMirrtiM 
what emr one felt at beholding the nkeleton wUirh iho due* 
tor's debditalBd fiame exhibited. When he strippevi, Uw 
Canadians ■mnltaneooslj exclaimed, *Ak / ^wt? wow* »0mm*$ 
wudrres /' I ahall best explain his state ami thst vf the iwrly 
hr me fiiUowing extract m>m his journal : * It may l»e vnw 
Wj of lemaik, Sat I shoold have had little hesitatitm in any 
iDnner period of mj life at plunging into water e\*eit IwUvw 
38^ Fahrraheity bat at this time I was redueeil almtMt to 
Am and bone, and, like the rest of tho JNUty, mifTered iWrni 
degrees oiP^old that would have been disrognnU«<l in heiUUt 
ana vigor. During the whole of our marrli we ext>erieit(nHl 
llut no quantity of clothing would keep us wann while wtl 
fested; but on those occasions on which we wen) onablrnl U» 
go to bed with full stomachs, wo passcHl dio night in a warm 
and oomfcMtable manner.' " Franklin adds, " In foll(»wing thn 
detail of our firiend's narrow escape, I hiivo omitted to men- 
tion, that when he was about to step into the water he mit 
his foot on a dagger, which cut him to the lM»ne ; lint tliis 
misfortune could not stop him from atUmipting Uio oxeeutiim 
of his generous undertaking.'*--!'. 424, 425. 

. Eight krge ilEigoti of dry willowf wer^ now proparod, 
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and found to be buoyant, and a cheerful supper of rock- 
tripe gave confidence to the desponding people for a 
time; but nothing came in from the hunters, except 
that one of them brought in the antlers and back-bono 
of a deer, which the wolves and birds of prey had picked 
clean, a small quantity of the spinal marrow only remain- 
ing. This, though putrid, was esteemed a valuable 
prize, and was distributed in equal portions, but found 
to be so acrid as to excoriate the lips ; the bones, made 
friable by burning, were also eaten. Augustus and 
Back returned, having traced the shore of the lake fif- 
teen miles, and, despairing of continuing the tour of it, 
thought it best to attempt to cross the river at this 
place. 

They were now reduced to the last degree of starva- 
tion, the men again extremely despondent ; a settled 
gloom hung over them : they refused to collect rock- 
tripe, preferring to fast rather than to make any exer- 
tion. The river was still to be crossed, and the willow- 
raft having failed, a canoe was to be made from the 
rafts and covered with canvas, but was not yet finished. 
In short, the extreme degree of starvation was at hand. 
Franklin thus describes their deplorable condition : 

" I Bet out with the intention of going to St Germain to 
hasten his operations, but though it was only three quarterB of 
a mile distant, I spent three hoars in a vain attempt to reach 
him, my strength being unequal to the labor of wading through 
the deep snow, and I returned quite exhausted uid much 
shaken by the numerous falls I had got. JVfy associates were 
all in the same debilitated state ; and poor Hood was reduced 
to a perfect shadow, from the severe bowel com^aints which 
the tripe de roche never fiiiled to give him. Back was so 
feeble as to require the support of a stick in walking ; and 
Dr. Richardson had lameness superadded to weakness. Hie 
voyagers were somewhat stronger than ourselves, bat moire 
indisposed to exertion, on account of their despondency. The 
sensation of hunger was no longer felt by any of us, yet we 
were scarcely able to converse upon any other subject Aaa 
tiie pleasures of eating. We were much indebted to Hep> 
bum at this crisis. The officers were unable, from weakneM^ 
to gather tripe de roche themselves, and Samandr6, who bad 
acted as our cook on the journey from the coast, sharing la 
the despair of the rest of the Canadians, refused to make the 
slightest exertion. Hepburn, on the contrary, ^'Min'****^ by a 
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firm rflianco on th«» l»Pii#'fi<«'nrp nf tb»* S'lp'-'-m- !'■••••::• t«Tn 
jHTtMl willi resignation to Hi-, will, w.-i* iiKWiu!.::;. >.• .u nm 
fxerlions Ut wrvc us. nnil daily <'nlii<c't'il ;i!. :i,*- ♦- ;•• •.. • '/.c 
that was ust-il iu the ollirvr*' iw->*." — J*. 4jr. 'iJ 

On the 4th uf OctoUT th^T all Kaf'-h- iuri !»• i «« t;i»* 
soiitliem bunk of th»» ri^ff. ou»' a? a tit!i»-. !!i«- f. i'.i'K* 
beinw drawn !>ack a;:»iin in * ii r ••♦'«»«£ i.»:, t:1 hi «•••• ;."»! 
over, witliout any s»*ri«>ti«* n'ci '•:!!. Y»'* -^•\*-ni •' tiir 
men were wholly uria'»ie !•• jri'*-»-i a ::i:_i * • "wifv. 
and three or fmir had 1'alI»'L '-r i-.y -."W!. u!i- ««••♦ ..-t: 
behind. Dr. fiicliar^.^.*:* aii : Mr. }i ••• . vr: ••:••:•• 
usual feelings of hi.r!5ar'::y. i»r'»:»'»^--: !• r»*i!U4.: *• :a».» 
care of. and to briij^ v: . !*.» :* .•»».••!•-' •- i. *:»••• v :!•■•»• 
there was a thi.K*'! •! w 1, w- i.!i i. *::•:.• •»• -f*.- 
tripe. John H»'j'' Jr:.. !L*- ki:j .-■ <=• ••• !:• •-«»• •• ."..i.- 
teered to remain w.-'. ::>'l : •.:•• •!!.•. i-r !:i- h—«« :••• • 
was too nuK.h :.^^^"'. *-.-^\v!..—» * ^tiUt.::: v .:r •.».• 
characteristic !'•=••'*. ! .-•. sv-— -. :.::: : •^•riissf: ••• - .•: 
the best RS*:-:aL: I»r. Ki'!:!.r.*'T '.••»•• ••:: - :• :-» • .; 
care of those w:..- w^-r*- r::*-:.-!!-. ♦ '•:'.!.„; v i • »*• 
unwilling t«'» p^r: wrr:. l:;« •" i. * • •::.-.;'.— •.:• •» v ::»• 
necessity o:" '.•.«::-:: «• - -A!!: u"— * :,. ^ • • • i^. ^s^* 
uuitt'd in thariKsr:":!.; lti' :»•>;. "•. : '.::...-:•• ».•-. 
separated fr*:*::. :: y !M!:::iti!:i lur s^-..- .,n •••:•• t:i<! « 
train of mrl5ii>cL:»'y r "^ "..'.iijJtui' —' *!. •: • r. ,••• •.—•i ..r*,- 
ed of me the T^Trr- •- ». *: :w^.i:.i r. ^-i- • i -• ••••••. 

from frieni* wL. zih' : :tk .•!.,.•.••.• : •-.. - ".,-r 

constant knjii-*'*' r'l'. '.■•- •:••*•!»'. ••. »:! ' ' :»:r.' •:»r'»: 
of namerC'U* f-^rr-'-C " ^ ii* :»i:r!:.: :»..:• i-- •• •:*• 
7th of *.«::.»:»rr. f *•-- f..-: l:j"» ir a:- »ir -v..-::" -; »u» 
mile* tT-jzr. F . r: •- : 'r -^.'-i^* 

The r»fcr"T •«■': . ;i-i 'ri.«: v ;•! ' t:':-!'* • •■ .:... ji 

anffer tuf MjM.*. :»i '!j*- fi-^*" 'ji-^ • !•—:,.•• •j-«n»—c 
theuiserTef ". ^.l'.'!*- " ;f»-i» *-.«'. >;;•• >.^m^. i«i •*• »• !••!,- 
estjy *::• f- 'lU'i • "ii- :«;•"; !•••• :«'!iM''. v*:. ■• v «4^ 
graiiT^f. T""'. iii.»^ V— -• ».••::■•' v vi ' rc:'::i»— * »«^'^' 
betr&y-i :»:Lr? *•; :-.:;r m:..- i- . •;:-*•!:,. 'j..-,,..-" .fjj# iif 
the!!.. •-jr<.::f ::r. •••i:-. >— ;,i'^' !;,* jiwuir; i« |f« wfc. 
au*'. Tfir ■.»'ii»-r. iiir !!••::• :;£- vu- •■•»ni;»*^;»-p •'xtmufi^id ; 
each, i: L-:* .'tTL rt;uii»-rr. vi^ ;#••• ijjiiir.L u nfium t9 
I>r. Ej:^.&risjK.'§ ttucuiiixiiiiein. WMire hax md §■# 
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tripe were to be obtained. One of them, however 
(Michel, the Iroquois), only arrived ; the other three 
were no more heard of ; and fortmiate indeed wonld it 
have been if the sw^vor had perished with the rest. 

Franklin's party was now reduced to five ; the last 
that parted from him was one of the most faithful, and 
for whom he had a sincere regard ; his name was Anto- 
nio Fontano, an Italian, who had served many years in 
De Meuron's regiment. The poor fellow, on taking 
leave, had entreated Franklin, should he survive, to take 
him to England, to put him in the way of reaching home. 
The five remaining were Franklin, Adam, Peltier, Be- 
noit, and Samandre. The sufferings on the journey met 
with no alleviation till that of the last day, when they 
enjoyed the comfort of a large fire, the first deserving 
that name since leaving the coast; but there was no 
" tripe de roche ; " and we drank tea and ate some of 
our shoes for supper." " The next morning," he says, 
" with our minds agitated between hope and fear, we 
went silently forward, but on reaching the long and ar- 
dently wished-for Fort Enterprise, to our infinite disap- 
pointment and grief, we found it a perfectly desolate hab- 
itation ; no provisions — no Wentzel — not a trace of any 
living animal." A note from Back only stated that he 
had arrived two days before, and was looking for the In- 
dians. This was so unsatisfactory, that Fr^iklin decid- 
ed coolly and deliberately to go himself in a few days, 
with Benoit and Augustus,* to Fort Providence. In the 
mean time, it was absolutely necessary to look out for 
something to subsist upon, and " we were gratified,*' he 
says, " to find several deer skins which had been thrown 
away during our former residence ; the bones were gath- 
ered from the heap of ashes ; these, with the skins, and 
the addition of tripe de rochcj we considered would sup- 
port us tolerably well for a time." In a few days Frank- 
lin set out on his journey, but found himself so weak as 
to have gone only four nules in six hours ; the next morn- 
ing he fell between two rocks, and broke his snow-shoes ; 
finding himself so exhausted, he let his two companions 

* Augugtus was not one of the fire who proceeded to this place. On 
their departure Franklin says, *' Augustus cud not make his appearance^ 
but we felt no alarm at his absence." No doubt he had followed alono 
to the fort, and Franklin omitted to notice his arrival. 



proceed in search ot rc*» Isdjir^. ir.»t -*«-:m*-: -.. i:« 
miserable home. Mi**nr.«»r mii— : ' -v u. -▼ . y \.tt 
three left behind «'*n» Taa'.i*- ■. :';:r rr*-T .#-> uj: "i:*--/ 
scarcely ceased trom *c»*ii:.r.^ ■r-i.-* v.- "v .r n* t;^ • 
"was too weak ro pciim: "he ".•.ck^. hh: ?* r.»— :-.»• -.-..rr 
agreed to do char ::: uiiilr.t.r. -.. i..t m.^-- ji: :r.- ■•; '«n 
of gettine wimL W- -•rr~»r "*': .';r tr.--:.r".: .. :#—::>• 
every day. aui-r^erv -i-ir.'.r. -.t-vi.-. -.. .». .-i. -.*;■.#- »".»-i 
once seated. Ti-* r^:i:»-»* -f •- -w ».. -.k-;^^^.— n i*--^— - 
to rise, and we haii ±'r«r;e!in~ - . i:'- -u-i .'::*-- ■.-.t:: ..^r 
seats." 

Eiahteen 'iay**»"*''^ -iw-^: .- -::..■« r..- ^-i:.-,- rr: •#.'. 
which bad iiaiT'rasie': r~.'ii i^ij *. :;i~ v •.-. .-,,- .r » .«.-•_ 
however, of 4 *r^^»r^:7 v-'v...".:fr.<.»-.. ■i.»- '■.i- *--i:..#-- -jtit 
set in so seTeririy "-la." ":>r - ;- :- •.'•#' v u< •••?.*'.••/ 
frozen, the ±»*73j.»r.»-'"^-- ;»-i:.i v-.r^ . I ".. /. • ^-«it« 
zero. J Oat :iiT':- r .-i.:i».l;i •*; ?. 

-While "ST* ■■■-r-v 4»-i.'.-: -.■..::: :-.j- •.-* :..^ .-■-... • ., 
eo»ir«isz iVii* "sirr L.'.r.iv -.1'.-: -^ ..■-" ;.#• •.- - -.? . .^ 

Ridd**iilv :nV:rT^.":*i=T»l •" .'-".-"'• •■:. .5 :.. . : • ■. ■ 
le moode ." irsAr.i-.i^ '.i:i.- :#- ii-iu-: '.j- ..ji .»;.*' .. .„■ •;^- 
rooia: :zn=ei:ji.v:T u*«— t* u-i ",- i.- -i.-l*.': «..-. t.",*.-..-, 
entered. e*r.ii :a.—7 .1 J i..t .'irji.f- .1-. -« . ..,.-.. <.. r^. 

mv own ZULU 1 TLf .'u-='.t.i:i ■ "..j-r; c :: t..".*" --.i— .. • .«..■ ■■•?-,#■,-■. 

iu» my frieaii H .1^: u.i: .■!.• .»:.i— .-.t. .^^ 

immwilaViiy ^.':»:±"T^f-: ■.- :-#•: :..r-,.»-; .j-.:.j j ■ , ., , 

nicati'XL "iai M.- r: .».«: t;i\t\. "'•■.'- vr-- ;.--u: .•—-,... 
azki FottaiT- uu: -»-•:.•— --i. ^-: •.: ■ -i— -■ •.i.** >•'-. .#,.•: 
ot* by tbezn. Ti-.t nrf.. i— j- zr.»ia.-.'i x -.j- .-...i j, ■ -*.... 
mm/lfinrrj is. ^'jt ii..:r..i .*• y.; '.«t."*" i.-j: .•■. ...1. m.^. •..-.■. 
tne pfkrixTL-an ■»■=:-* itrrtrrr'^i -^'— i^.r-jr- .•-, ,#.r^ p — 

P. 4v:- 

The enjar-jK*«»»: '.':»:.^-*':ii.".r*-« t' "/.^ :# ./'-.- *v: .':>v 
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deT'jired oir «.'. u"-r- i.? r -. :.. -. ^ «■-.-/ -. '-.., 

any o: ^i* il^: • t-*^: - . • ■ -..•'..,■ . • • • ■.'.'"; 

the szDft2L zr^j lArLi-.r— -k. .-_.,'. **; l. *.•.•: v^.-- /.-.-i.. / 
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adhering to die pounded bones may be termed flesh." 
Piety and resignation under calamity are characteristics 
of the naval profession ; and on the present occasion of 
distress we are told, ** the doctor having brought with 
him his Prayer-book and Testament, some prayers and 
psalms, and portions of Scripture appropriate to our sit- 
uation, were read, and we retired to bed." Franklin 
says: 

** After our osoal sapper of singed skin and bone soup, 
Dr. Richardson acquainted me with the afflicting circum- 
stances attending tne death of Mr. Hood and Michel, and 
detailed the occurrences subseauent to my departore from 
them, which I shall give from nis own journal, in his own 
words ; but I must here be permitted to ezprets the heart- 
felt sorrow with which I was overwhelmed at the loss of 
so many companions ; especially of my friend Mr. Hood, to 
whose zealous and able co-operation I nad been indebted for 
so much invaluable assistance during the expedition, while 
the excellent qualities of his heart engaged my warmest re- 
gard. His scientific observations, tosether with his maps and 
oravvdngs (a small part of which omy aj^pear in this work^, 
evince a variety oi talent, which, had his life been sparea, 
must have rendered him a distinguished ornament to his pro- 
fession, and which will cause his death to be felt as a loss to 
the service." — P. 448. 

The melancholy tale of disasters that had be^en the 
party Frankhn left behind is most heart-rending, and is 
feelingly given in the narrative of Dr. Richardson, which 
is thus introduced : 

" Through the extreme kindness and forethought of a lady, 
the party, previous to leaving London, had been frunished 
'with a small collection of religious books, of which we still 
retained two or three of the most portable, and they proved 
of incalculable benefit to us.^ We read portions of them to 
each other as we lay in bed, in addition to the momin? and 
evening service, and found ^at they inspired us on each pe- 
rusal with so strong a sense of the omnipresence of a benefi- 
cent God, that our situation, even in these wilds, appeared no 
longer destitute ; and we conversed, not only with cahnness, 
but with cheerfulness, detailing with unrestrained confidence 
the past events of our lives, and dwelling with hope on oup 
friture prospects. Had my poor firiend been spared to revisit 
his native land, I should look back to this period with unal- 
loyed delight."— P. 449. 

The same kind of distress and suffering which afiHc^ 
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ed the party at Fort Enterprise, were deeply aggrava- 
ted by want of fire, of wood, and of ability to provide 
sustenance, by the coldness of the weather, and by the 
extreme debihty of poor Hood. On the first two days 
they had nothing to eat except an infusion of the coun- 
tiy tea-plant, which was gratifying from its warmth, but 
afforded no sustenance ; die second day was so stormy, 
and the snow fell so heavy, that they kept their beds, if 
a few miserable skins and their clothing deserved the 
name. On the third day, Michel, the Iroquois, brought 
them a hare and partridge : ^^ This unexpected supply,^* 
says Richardson, ** was received by us with a deep sense 
of gratitude to the Almighty, and we looked upon Michel 
as the instrument he had chosen to preserve all our lives.** 
He complained of cold, and Mr. Hood offered to share 
his buffalo robe with him at night ; the doctor gave him 
a shirt, and Hepburn, in the warmth of his heart, ex- 
claimed, ** How I shall love this man, if I find he does 
not tell lies, like the others !*' Hepburn had studied the 
man, and found cause to suspect him. The party this 
day, after reading the evening service, retired to bed fuU 
of hope. Nothing, it may be observed, like desponden- 
cy, not even a murmur, ever escaped fh)m their lips. 

With great fatigue, Richardson and Hepburn, with 
Hood, removed to a wood of pines, to enable them to 
keep up a fire. The Iroquois was absent. He had, in- 
deed, refused for some days to do any thing, became sul- 
ky, and still continued so powerful, that it was strongly 
suspected he had a hidden supply of meat for his own 
use. Seeing the enduring obstinacy and refractory spirit 
of this man, and his positive refusal even to collect tripe 
de rochCf now their sole dependence, or to get firewood, 
the doctor told him, that if no relief came from Fort En- 
terprise before the 20th, Hepburn and he should be dis- 
patched thither with a compass to enable them to find 
the house. 

But at last a grave suspicion arose against this man. 
On the evening of his arrival at the pines, he pretended 
he had been in chase of some deer, but could not come 
up with them; yet he found a wolf, which had been 
kiUed by the stroke of a deer's horn, and he had brought 
them a part of it. 
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" We implicitly believed this Btory then, but afterward be- 
came convinced, from circomstances, the detail of which may 
be spared, that it most have been a portion of the body d 
Belanger or Perrault. A question of moment here presents 
itself, namely, whether he actually murdered these men, or 
either of them, or whether he foxmd the bodies in the snow. 
Franklin, who is the best able to judge of the matter, fiiom 
knowing their situation in the snow at parting, was strongly 
of opinion that both Belanger and Perrault had been sacn- 
ficed ; that Michel, having already destroyed Belanger, com- 
pleted his crime by Perrault's death in order to screen him- 
self from detection. With this idea upon our minds, and 
nonefto assist us, Hepburn and myself, in gathering as much 
tripe de rocke as sufficed to prolong a miserable existence, 
and poor Hood getting weaker every day, and evidently 
sinking fast, our situation can better be conceived than ex- 
pressed. 

" At this period we avoided as much as possible convers- 
ing upon the hopelessness of our situation, and generally en- 
deavored to lead the conversation toward our future pros- 
pects in life. The &ct is, that, with the decay of^ our 
strength, our minds decayed, and we were no longer able to 
bear the contemplation of the horrors that surrounded us. 
Each of us, if I may be allowed to judge from my own case, 
excused himself from so doing by h. desire of not shocking 
the feelings of the others, for we were sensible of one anotii- 
er's weakness of intellect, though blind to our own. Yet we 
were CEilm and resigned to our fate ; not a murmur escaped 
us, and we were punctual and fervent in our addresses to the 
Supreme Being." — P. 454. 

The whole conduct of this man Michel, by Dr. Rich- 
ardson^s account, evinced a diabolical state of mind. He 
went out alone, refusing to let any one go with him ; re- 
mained out the whole day, refusing to sleep in the tent; 
returned contradictory and evasive answers to any ques- 
tions put to him ; regretted he had quitted Franklin's 
party, and refused to cut wood ; spoke in a very suriy 
manner, and threatened to leave the party. 

On the morning of the 20th Dr. Richardson says he 
left Mr. Hood sitting by the fire and arguing with Mi- 
chel. " Soon aftei* going out," says Richardson, ** to 
gather some rock-tripe, I heard the report of a gun ; and 
about ten minutes afterward Hepburn called to me in a 
voice of great alarm to come directly. When I arrived, 
I found poor Hood lymg lifeless at the fireside, a ball ha?- 



FRANKLIN AND RIGHAADSON'b JOURNEY. 273 

ing apparently entered his forehead. I was at first hor- 
ror-struck with the idea that, in a fit of despondency, he 
had hurried himself into the presence of his Almighty 
Judge by an act of his own hand ; but the conduct of 
Michel soon gave rise to other thoughts, and excited sus- 
picions which were confirmed when, upon examining the 
body, I discovered that the shot had entered the back 
part of the head, and passed out at tlie forehead, and 
that the muzzle of the gun had been applied so close as 
to set fire to the night-cap behind. The gun, from its 
length, could not have been placed in a position to inflict 
such a wound except by a second person. On question- 
ing the Iroquois, he said Mr. Hood had sent him into the 
tent for the short gun, and in his absence the long gun 
had gone off, he did not know whether by accident or 
not. Hepburn said that, on hearing the report, he saw 
Michel rising up before the tent door, or just behind 
where Mr. Hood was seated, and then go into the tent. 
Every circumstance before and after this event indicated 
the assassin." For the three following days he kept con- 
stantly on his guard, and carefully avoided leaving the 
doctor and Hepburn together. He even made use of 
threatening language ; and whenever Hepburn spoke, he 
asked him if he accused him of the murder. He said 
he hated the white people, two of whom had killed and 
eaten his uncle and two of his relations. 

Taking the whole conduct of this man into considera- 
tion, no other conclusion could be drawn than that he 
would attempt to destroy Richardson and Hepburn the 
first opportunity that offered. The two were in no 
condition to resist even an open attack, nor could they, 
by any device, escape from him ; his sti-ength was pow- 
erful, and, besides his gun, he was armed with two pis- 
tols, an Indian bayonet, and a knife. In the afternoon 
he went to a rock under pretence of collecting tripe de 
roche, and said he would soon be with us, this being the 
first time since Mr. Hood's death that he had loft the 
two officers together. Hepburn was not easily to be 
imposed upon. He gave such an account of the man, 
that Dr. Richardson was satisfied there could be no 
safety for them except in his death, and Hepburn pro- 
posed to be the instioiment of it. 
18 
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*' I determined, however (says Richardson), as I was tfaor- 
ooghly convinced of the necessily of sach a dreadfiil act, to 
take the whole responsibilily upon myself; and immediate- 
ly upon Michel's coming up, I put an end to his life by shoot- 
ing him through the head with a pistol. Had my own life 
alone been threatened, I would not have purchased it by 
such a measure ; but I considered myself as intrusted also 
with the protection of Hepburn, a man who, bj his humane 
attention and devotedness, had so endeared himself to me, 
that I felt more anxiety for his safety than for my own. Mi- 
chel had gathered no tripe de roche^ and it was evident to us 
that he had halted for the purpose of putting his gun in or- 
der, with the intention of attacking us, perhaps, while we 
were in the act of encamping." — ^P. 458. 

The loss of poor Hood was a severe blow, and Rich- 
ardson and Hepburn had the last mournful office to per- 
form over his remains by interring the body in a clump 
of willows, and reading the funeral service in addition to 
the evening prayers. 

" The loss of a young officer of such distinguished and va- 
ried talents and application may be felt and duly appreciated 
by the eminent characters under whose conunana he had 
served ; but the calmness with which he contemplated the 
probable termination of a life of uncommon promise, and the 
{Mitience and fortitude with which he sustamed, I may ven- 
ture to say, unparalleled bodily sufferings, can only be knovm 
to the compamons of his distresses. Biekergtetks Scripture 
Help was l3rin^ open beside the body, as if it had &llen fixmi 
his hand, and it is probable that he was reading it at the in- 
stant of his death."— P. 456, 457. 

Dr. Richardson says that in the preceding part of the 
narrative he has dwelt upon many circunoustances of 
MichePs conduct, ** not for the purpose of aggravating 
his crime, but to put the reader in possession of th? 
reasons that influenced me in deprivmg a feUow-crea-i 
ture of Ufe." 

Six days had the two remaining desolate and unhiqvpy 
travelers to drag themselves through deep snow, widi- 
out food, and idmost without any fire, exbting on li- 
chens and scrapings of the skin cloak of poor Mr. Hood. 
On the fifth day Dr. Richardson fell down among large 
stones under &e snow more than twenty times, a^ 
says, at length he became so exhausted as to be unable 
to stand. ^* If Hepburn had not exerted himself beyond 
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his strength- and speeyii]y ma'5«: t}j*- »'rj'TaTj:jiri*r:ir au^ 
kindled a fire. I mnst have p*rrifcrj*-: i:, tjj* ».:rr ' 

On the sixth d«v fthe JifTii '•? <.»'-i->*-r v.*'\ w»-» »:j^ 
proachinc Fort EDt^rpn*^. tri- &" rrj*-^ '*."i«- iv i«:::'i: 
of it at dark. Dr. KjcharCAJL- il 'j-jrj'rjucic- •:»► i-i-i-^-i.- 
fnl nairative- «it* : 

*• It i« impris^iU*' V» Q*-fc-r'"-i»- -rir wjujui.-i.., v -fi-r •»? jf- 
tauninff tb« ermiiKfiKs*' tilt* "•♦"■■'•■ T.' *. v» ••^•i* ,-. '.-j* ^r-rtt,*- 
j^gnm^ finjm one 'if 111*- '-■LJi.u*';— j • m* •!•»• n.-- mi-', 
•with any fcKnisu-;* li tii*- «:r'v n* v.* ■ --v •.■ y ,'r r.-^ 
cheex^ resd**!*'^:. ■»■•- liau ••'-*-. ii:- li. • •■•■ !:;.:•■■ i-.- 
cholv ftirebodinr**. IVn •-^v •.: -.-i' :i -v -.....;:* . . .• 
\ee &ad tb*r «at>"fir":J:iL '»f *-^- ►Tt- •;- ' u:i'.i. ! • -i-.j 1 1- 

no -word* can tv.c;-*:'y u:. .^*'l ■' ■-•<• ^^ ■ u-i* v •••■ -j. • :.• * 
that met our ey*?* 't i' •■■«!!.; '--i-.::!'; "*..■ "vi ui.j--- i;.^i. 
stolen nrKOi "at T.rr d*'^'*'*- L:r. v- v«-» ■«■■■■•'.■ n:!- • . • »• 
contempiati'.in '•:*•»•:. -i:!!*-' *"ia' u.* •. ?•■.■•. /i ■ *. 
§rha»tlr c-'jontentsi'.:*-*" '-'.u:-'. *■■ • -.i^ ' u-r *-:»■..' :j'.: ■ .-^^ 

of Mr'. FT»Ji£-il. a:j." ''j*-* v- v :: :;. v.t-.' y.i f . ' v.. 

could at firs: >j»jar *' — r -i' . 

The meiawrb'V^' k;r'ju*i»'- "i- rrn* ^ 'jj-i. ■:• v.. /-m 

ff-npTnenLed. if p'jv^i'M*: Vj ■.•.•* 'i*-! :»»*->. .f.* »-.-.'n: ■»,•.*.«. 

stale of two uf ii.ft iu>r itr'-'.i. ' r.'iii'.uiu.. >-»•» .i* .^i,*. 

Samandre. who di*;: tv or; * u'.*- ••!»■ . ••• .1 r i .,1 .. 

ardson and H.^rprj-jri^ vii*-!. rm*. vi»-» wt ; f -jiui * ,. 

come, Fnuitiiii wouic ut--*: ;•»*-! j***- *■•■• i/t,» .,'/ii.^.. . 

companion, aicii unc ii^'iut^^*- ii» 'i-Mii»*-r' «aij« ■/•/■• ^. 

ntterir iinaiie tJU itumttr t:J*'^l>te»^••■»'^ -.•!«• »-i/'i.-.i-,«. '.»• _, 

hours, oar. haii tur •.'in* v-jir. :r«rAii'% -i*!-.* j,.r „i 

end to ti«fir xuifc^rT. 7'*i*- vu'it* m^^'i* 'f«i:'if'<j. 1 ./ 

fyrocnriDC firewooa. uf vjmjiiTii- ;v;:»-iii-» lij- i,,i.i,t . «/ 
■kins and fracxzMsxiu o: !ai?p: '^»".i>t^ir' '/i f-...:'..!.*^,.^ 
and HephniTL irzA'jM: tr.'*'uc.y ^u*. 'ii'tJi'!!' i/t.t 1 iji^.... 

ing. and wafc it»arrr *-iritiL.s;-i-' v»i-! j#.,.^.t ,,■ , 

00 the Tth of ^iu^t'iut**^' *.^p j-^ii •■--;/».«:-.i.'. «is,i'' ..f 
rirod by tiirwj indiuut :w «••*»:* -.n ;>.^:, ♦ «^/ .... 
Fnaklxn. at xnnk tiuA*:. 'tiw «^ .»• 'j^^t^ '^.t:i' <.-/t.<:i , „ 
*" I mar hfm r*miH^ Utn -fv m: ■, .. . ,.. / f, ■ ^ 

hardlMMt of tWr ti'J*^- i*'«ll Vln'. v.. V. '. , .. , 

a hlanlurL ]jrvdu«>3C te«r:»rji».» ,^ . , 

ifaofie pan» UL WUi'JL lU* V^*- . :i •..•^ • 

Ofai»elT«* f ur J** jv' v*** j, ix>:**»;' * ■ i., 

CTW, dnri?iff lui* X'^^'i'x asj' !j'*-i.' . . . ,. , .. 

puDf tif huueer.'v-iu';i iw^-< wj » 1 •.,.,:,., . ,. 
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sabsided, we generally enjoyed the comfort of a few hours* 
sleep. The dreams which for the most part, but not always, 
accompanied them, were usually (thouffh not invariably) of 
a pleasant character, being very often about the enjoyments 
of feasting. In the daytime we fell into the practice of con- 
versing on common and light subjects, although we some- 
times discussed with seriousness and earnestness topics con- 
nected with religion. We generally avoided speaking di- 
rectly of our present sufferings, or even of the prospect of re- 
lief I observed that, in proportion as our strength decs^ed, 
our minds exhibited symptoms of weakness, evinced by a 
kind of unreasonable petti shness with each other. Each of 
us thought the other weaker in intellect than himself, and 
more in need of advice and assistance. So trifling a circum- 
stance as a change of place, recommended by one as being 
warmer and more comfortable, and refused by the other from 
n dread of motion, frequently called forth fretful expressions, 
which were no sooner uttered than atoned for, to be repeat- 
ed, perhaps, in the course of a few minutes. The same thing 
often occurred when we endeavored to assist each other in 
carrying wood to the fire ; none of us were willing to receive 
assistance, although the task was disproportioned to our 
strength. On one of these occasions, Hepburn was so con- 
vinced of this waywardness, that he exclaimed, * Dear me ! 
if we are spared to return to England, I wonder if we shall 
recover our understandings !' " — P. 465, 466. 

' The supplies sent by Back set aU to rights, but not 
without the greatest caution against repletion. On the 
12th, a note from Back, informing them of his intention 
to proceed to Fort Providence, prepared them all, with- 
out delay, to hasten thither ; but Dr. Richardson could 
get no farther than about three miles, he being by much 
the weakest of the party. Franklin says (to the honor 
of the Indians), it was they "who prepared our en- 
campment, cooked for us, and fed us as if we had been 
children, evincing humanity that would have done honor 
to the most civilized people." 

Mr. Back's narrative is but a continuation of the same 
kind of sufferings by famine and cold which pursued his 
footsteps. For days he and his party had nothing to 
eat ; even tripe de roche was rarely obtained ; many 
days were passed in sorrow and in suffering ere he had 
the good fortune to fall in with an- Indian encampment. 
In the course of his search one of his companions was 
found dead ; ** I found him," reported St Germain, 
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•* stretched upi'm his biu'k on a -iunri-iiaiik. :ro7^*n -o 
deatli. his linibs oU exr^mlpil nmi -.w.-jii-: -nnmiiM:*!*'. 
and as hard as the ice rlmt wsis !i»'(ir :iiim. ' * \V» ..nl 
the happiness/' says Fnuikiin. -* ■ t mnin;: mr rnt'nd 
Mr. Back at Mij»)S**-<iepr Island. • "ir r'riMi ;;_•-. m !.:» 
occasion can well be imii;iinHii ; niui -v- -viti* :•••■•. ty 
impressed with jrratinidi^ ro him r'nr ;i> ■•Ti-rmii n 
sendins the supply ot* tiMHi To b'-irr K i it. •r;r>»-. ■.. v....-ri. 
under Divine Pnjvidt*nc»». w<» vir Mi* <•-.•«.»-- :,r...ii i 
our lives to be o win:;. H»* jiv»* is m i:iiM:;j,_ !,-•,;. .r 
the proceedings oi his pary •siiu'i» nir -••■ i:-!:..- . 

It remains only r.i srari-. riiar -ni' \ . .■ ,:ii-- \-k*% 
had survived the Ion:: ♦»iiiiur«»;r.i'Mr ii" )r--. ,:.,ir, it.ii i- 
tigue arrived in sat'ety :if F «r" • lii|)*»^v i:i. . :#— »• Ji.«v 
arranged aQ their afronnta "ii 'lit* *ar.H!;ii:i.ir, .r i.i -^ 
who had been under rheir 'Mininv. . .ii.;,i,^ ,4 «•.■!! »m 
Canadians, ami here < iiprain K/ruiKiin --nriiiii*^ ..4 
painfully interesrin;: narrar.v** : 

" We wen^ hen? tiimi.-iifii vili l •:»,..• v f • .i 

abfiwrnaa to actiLtoMir.Tiiiii'T i;:ii .;.i\ ;. . ••:• - .. -. 

on the 5th tJt'Jiine, Wi* irrv.-it .11 -Jw i,. r . . : . ■ • ^' 
House. Findiii:! :ir -hirt :)l:u-i' -hill -.u, .«. .• — . . • . .1 
ditwn to Moiirr»*:il. I ■ii.'.«*.'l:irji*il t;\ -.r ■:..„■ .: 
and «ent them hy '111'?** -.-.^i^'.... ■iiru-ci. . .- . 

on the a:^nt i^t' rlie H ui»-in"« M\- ' ■: .. ■ 1 ■ 

of their ^naiies. W* ■rii-n-ii inj-r,-' - 
tory. where we arriv-ii m 'li*- . ■ . i . 

ceived with ev-^n,- nuirx »r ttiivi" . ... - '■■ 

SimpsMin. the ji>veni»>i-. .Ml" W" i\ -t. 
officers of the ruiiti-fi MmimiiiM^. ....,; ■.,■..-■ 
lonir, fatiCTiinir. :mii ■iijs-u.inm- ■!Ti^.•■- 
ine joiimeyeil by -.viiiT iiii[ "»- ii.i: 
tion of the P.^lar "^e:! iv.» •Imu^ij.ii ;-... 
mile*."— P. 4l):l. V.l\. 

It is impossible ro rse : mm -hi- ).--i.:.. ■ • 

abridc[ed narranr**. vriiunT ".■ftiii-..- i... '.-.•. 

tion. minded wirli uimii-^tinn. ^^' m/Ii • 

It contains bur -i 4ninil )or*tnii .f 1,. 

ailventure-* of 'hese I'n* i*'i\" i,.i f 
nently disnn;liiisi:i»t! iii-'n^MM.., .. •..•.. 
verance under '".ifii-;! II. i-w ir' n. .- ■ . 
majnanimity in '.eMrn-i id hmU-- ■' " 

in every ag^r-avareil ^iinn»*- ••%■:,• .t,„. ., . : 
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CHAPTER XI. 
FKANKIIN AND RICHARDSON. 

1825, 1826, 1827. 



Narrative of a Second Expedition to the Skoret of the Polar 
Sea. By John Franklin, Capt. B. N., Commander oi tho 
Expedition. 

The mental and physical coDstltution of a thorough- 
bred English seaman is rarely found to give way to, or 
succumb under, misfortunes. He may suffer repeated 
shipwrecks, may be wounded in fight with the enemy, 
captured and thrown into prison, all or any of which wiH 
not deter him from, but rather increase his anxiety for, 
following up his profession, under the hope of more h.- 
vorable auspices. Thus, in the true spirit of a seaman, 
Captain Franklin, in spite of the almost unheard-of suf- 
ferings he endured for a long time, both mental and phys- 
ical, brought on by extreme cold, debility, and famine, 
even to death's door — ^with the full recollection of all 
these, could not resist the temptation of offering a plan, 
and also himself for the execution of it, to the govern- 
ment, of a second expedition of the same kind, for the 
aame purpose, and over the same country, as the one 
from which he had just returned, and on which the ex- 
tent of his sufferings had all but put an end to his exist- 
ence. 

" I was well aware," says this noble-minded officer, ** of 
the sympathy excited in the British public by the sufferings 
of those engaged in the former overland expedition to the 
mouth of the Copper Mine River, and of the humane repug- 
nance of his majesty's government to expose others to a like 
fcite; but I was enabled to show satisfactorily that in the 
proposed course similar dangers were not to be apprehended, 
while the objects to be attained were at once important to the 
naval character, scientific reputation, and commercial inter- 
ests of Great Britain; and I received directions from the 
Right Honorable Earl Bathurst to make the necessary prej)- 
arations for the equipment of the expedition, to the command 
of which I had the honor to be nommated." — latrod., ix., x. 
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Many naval officers of distinguished talents anxiously 
offered their services, but his companions m misfortune. 
Lieutenant Back and Dr, Richardson^ being among the 
foremost to volunteer, were the first to be considered ; 
the former already distinguished for his zeal and ener- 
gy in all the contingencies of an exploring voyage, and 
the latter as surgeon and naturalist, it may be said of the 
first distinction, as he had proved himself to be, and, 
moreover, a gentleman of the most benevolent and hu- 
mane disposition. The valuable services of these two 
officers on the former expedition can never be overlook- 
ed. To their energy of character and promptitude of 
action may undoubtedly, as Franldin records, be ascribed 
the safety of himself and the remaining party. Rich- 
ardson, not to forsake his former companion and fellow- 
sufferer, left a comfortable situation at home with a wife 
and family, so eager was he to complete the geography 
and the natural history of the American coast which bor- 
ders the Polar Sea on its southern side. Lieutenant 
Bushnan, who had served with Ross and Parry in their 
Arctic voyages, and had distinguished himself as a 
draughtsman and surveyor, was selected as one of the 
expedition ; but the premature death of this excellent 
young officer, distinguished by his skill in nautical as- 
tronomy, surveying, and drawing, was deeply lamented 
by Franklin ; and Mr. E. JV. Kendall, Admu*alty mate, 
and recently assistant surveyor with Captain Lyon, was 
also appointed to the same situation in the present expe- 
dition ; lastly, Mr, Thomas Drumrrumd, of Forfar, was 
appointed assistant naturalist on the recommendaion of 
Professor Hooker and other eminent scientific men. 

In acceding to Captain Franklin*s proposal, the gov- 
ernment was not unmindful of having sent out Captain 
Parry on his third expedition in the preceding year, and 
that he might require information and assistance in the 
event of his proceeding along the American coast of the 
Polar Sea ; that portion of it interjacent between Mac- 
kenzie River and Icy Cape being wholly unknown, as 
was also that between Mackenzie and Heame*s Rivers. 
The main object of the present expedition was therefore 
to explore these two portions of that coast, and was so 
explained in the official instructions. 
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In the preparations for this arduous undertakiug, Cap- 
tain Franklin's experieuce had taught him that birch- 
bark canoes were not the vessels calculated for rough and 
icy seas, and therefore three boats of a particular size 
and construction were ordered by the Admiralty to be 
made ; and when finished, and tried at Woolwich as to 
their qualities of sailing, rowing, and paddling, they were 
found to answer fully the expectations that had been 
formed of them. A third little boat, nine feet by four 
and a half, and covered with Mackintosh's prepared can- 
vas, was made, and called the Walnut Shell. The fatal 
stoppage at the crossing of Copper Mine River had sug- 
gested this ; and we are told that, on the trial, several 
ladies fearlessly embarked in it, and were paddled across 
the Thames in a fresh breeze. 

In the preparations- nothing appears to have been 
omitted. Scientific instruments of all kinds, fowling- 
pieces and ammunition, marquees and tents, bedding, 
clothing, and water-proof dresses, flour, arrow-root, mac- 
caroni, portable soup, chocolate, essence of coffee, sugar 
and tea, not omitting an adequate supply of that essen- 
tial article for all North American travelers, pemmican. 
In short, whatever of use or luxury could be suggested, 
was provided, to obviate, as Franklin said, ** any appre- 
hension of similar dangers to those experienced on the 
former expedition." 

When all was completed, on the 16th of February, 
1825, Captain Franklin, Lieutenant Back, Dr. Richard- 
son, Mr. Kendall, Mr. Drummond, with fom* marines, 
embarked at Liverpool on board the American packet 
Columbia for New York. It would be thought a waste 
of the reader's time to wade through a detail of their 
reception in America, and of their progress along the 
rivers, over the lakes and portages, with the numerous 
obstructions and difficulties they encountered, but rath- 
er to proceed at once to land them in safety at Fort 
Chipewyan on the 15th of July, 1825. Their early ar- 
rival, it seems, caused gi*eat surprise to its inmates, be- 
ing only two days later than the time when Richardson 
and Hood had arrived in 1819, though they came only 
from Cumberland House, where they had wintered. 

It will be sufficient to say that the whole party as- 
A A3 
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sembled on the banks of the Great Bear Lake River, 
which flows out of that lake on the western side into 
the Mackenzie River, down which they were to de- 
scend to the sea. On their arrival at its mouth, the ex- 
plorers were to divide themselves, agreeably with their 
official instructions, into two parties; the one, imder 
Captain Franklin, to proceed westerly, along the north- 
ern coast of America as far as Icy Cape, or to the en- 
trance of Behring's Strait, where he was told he might 
expect to find H. M. ship Bbssom, under the orders of 
Captain Beechey. The other party, under Dr. Rich- 
ardson, was to depart at the same time from the mouth 
of the same river, and proceeding easteriy along the 
same coast, continue tail he reached the mouth cS* the 
Copper Mine River. Pirevious, however, to the com- 
mencement of these expeditions along the coast, Frank- 
lin made the following arrangements : first, that he should 
go down to the sea, taking Mr. Kendall with him to col- 
lect information respecting the general state of the ice 
in autumn and sunmier ; Sie direction of the coast, and 
whether they might calculate on a supply of provisions. 
Secondly^ xSasX Dr. Richardson should, in his absence, 
proceed in a boat to that part of Bear Lake which ap- 
proached nearest to the Copper Mine River, and there 
fix a spot to which he might return the following year 
from the mouth of that river. And thirdly^ that Lieu- 
tenant Back, with the assistance of Mr. Dease, chief 
trader of the Hudson's Bay Company, should provide a 
comfortable residence and subsistence on the shore of 
Bear Lake for their winter quarters, and also to arrange 
the distribution of the Indian hunters. 

These matters being settled, Franklin and Kendall 
embarked on the 8th of August in the largest boat, the 
Lion, with a well-selected crew of six Englishmen, and 
Augustus, the Esquimaux interpreter. Lieutenant Back 
had the charge of three canoes, each manned with five 
men. The crews of these, imagining they could easily 
pass the English boat, were not a Uttle surprised and 
mortified, on putting it to the proof, to find the boat tak- 
ing and maintaining the lead, both under sail and with 
oars. This river has been so well described by Mac- 
kenzie, that a very few observations will be sufficient. 
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They found, what ttas trareier mentioDs. a qoantiCj of 
wood-coal, which was now pereeired Co be on lire, and 
its smeD rery diaagreeabie. When tried at winter 
quarters, it was found to emit litde heat, and nnfit for 
tiie MackmriiA's use. The banks contain aiao a kind of 
nnctaoQs noEod, which the FnrHans use occasionafly as 
food dnring the seasons of famine, and eren at other 
times chew as an amnaement. It is said to hsTe a 
milky taste, and that the flavor is not disa^^reeable. Frank- 
fin also mentions a dark bituminoos liqnid oozing from 
the rocks, and two streams of snlphoreous water dowing 
into the Mackenzie, where the Bear Lake Rirer joins 
it ; also, kvwer down, the eastern bank is composed of 
thin strata of bitmninons shale. 

Near a place caDed the *" Ramparts'" is a defile of ser- 
en miles, where the river mshes with great violence be- 
tween perpendicular waDs of limestone. Here they fell 
in with a party of Hare Indians, all neatly clothed in 
new leathern dresses, highly ornamented with beads 
and pcncopine qniDs, both sexes alike, who brought fish, 
berries, and meat. At Fort Good Hope, the lowest of 
the Company's estabfishments, and upward of three 
hundred miles from where the party had embarked, Mr. 
Charies Dease received and prepared for them a meal 
at TniHnight- The foTt is situated in the midst oi the 
tribe of Indians which Mackenzie calls Quarrelers, but 
whom the traders name Loucheux or Squinters. Here 
a young man, a half-breed, named Baptiste, the interpret- 
er of the fort, was lent to them for the purpose of intro- 
ducing the party to the Loucheux chief. Lower down, 
a party of these people stood gazing at the strangers 
with much distrust, and refused to accept their invita- 
tions, till at length a youth, gayly dressed, paddled off 
in his boat, and discovering Augustus, whom he recog- 
nized as an Esquimaux, rose up in his canoe, threw up 
his hands for joy, and desired every one to come off at 
once. "They caressed Augustus, danced and played 
around him, to testify their joy at his appearance among 
them ; and we could not help admiring the demonnor of 
our excellent little companion under such unusual and 
extravagant marks of attention." 

The river was now divided by islands into sovoral 
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channels. This was the sixth day after their departure ; 
and here they passed the last of the fir-trees, in latitude 
68° 40', these being succeeded by stunted willows, which 
became more dwarfish as they approached the sea. Af- 
ter the dissipation of a thick fog, the expanse of water 
to the northward was so great, that Franklin was inclined 
to think they had reached the sea ; and in this he was 
almost confirmed on reaching the shore of EUice Island, 
where they ** were rejoiced at the sea-like appearance 
to the northward." " This point was observed to be in 
lat. 69° 14', long. 135° 57', and forms the northeastern 
entrance of the main channel of the Mackenzie River, 
which from Slave Lake to this point is one thousand and 
forty-five miles, according to our survey." On reaching 
Whale Island, he was satisfied that, like Mackenzie, he 
had reached the sea ; but, on tasting the water, found it 
to be perfectly fresh; still he was persuaded he had 
reached the sea, and observing an island to the north- 
ward looking blue by its distance, the boat was directed 
toward it. About midway they were caught by a 
strong contrary wind, against which the crew contend- 
ed for five hours, the waves breaking into the boat ; the 
sails were set, which, with a change in the wind, ena- 
bled them in the course of another hour to fetch into 
smoother water, under the lee of the island. "We 
then pulled across a line of strong ripple which marked 
the termination of the fresh water, that on the seaward 
side being brackish, and in the farther progress of three 
miles to Qio island we had the indescribable pleasure of 
finding the water decidedly salt." This is perhaps no- 
ticed in allusion to Mackenzie having been blamed for 
not ascertaining that the water was salt by tasting it. 
Franklin says, that with his little frail craft he could not 
have ventured beyond Whale Island, or three miles, to 
prove its saltness ; but the boundless horizon, the tide, 
and the sight of porpoises and whales, were enough to 
induce him to say that he had arrived at the ocean. 
Franklin says they had often occasion to admire the 
general correctness of Mackenzie's survey. " In justice 
to his memory, I hope the custom of calling this the 
Great River, which is in general use among the traders, 
will be discontinued, and that the name of its eminent 
discoverer may bo universally adopted." 
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months. *« the officers,** sajs Franklin^ ' 
die honor, prenoDs to mr arrhal, of ghii^ the naoM) af 
jFramJdim, which I fek a gratefid fdeasore in i 
their desire, thoo^^ I had intraided to name it Fort J 



To pass the winter in a much hig^r degree of kli- 
tode, as Parry did on board ship, was thoi^jht nodiiDg of; 
it reqaired only empioTmeiit for officers and men, in or- 
der to shorten the time of confinement. FranUin was 
wel aware oC and seems to have taken a lesson from, 
die regulations of Parry. The Canadians and die In- 
(fiaos Ind plenty of employment foe the first four or 6we 
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they had hitherto derived subsistence &i]ed them. The 
thermometer fell to — 49° on the 1st of Jannaiy, being 
the lowest point to which it descended ; but this severe 
weather was of short duration, for on the 3d a snow- 
storm carried it up to — 9° : the highest from the 1st to 
the 10th was 8° 8% and the mean — 29° 7'. AD the an- 
imals had migrated to the southward except the wolf and 
the fox. All the dried meat was expended, and no fresh 
flesh could be procured ; the fish caught did not allow 
more than three or four small herrings to each man, 
which, being out of season, afforded little nourishment, 
and caused indisposition. They were therefore obliged 
to have recourse to their provision of penunican, arrow- 
root, and portable soup, which had been set apart for the 
voyages sJong the sea-coast. 

By the middle of April a large supply of meat was 
brought up from the stores of the Hudson's Bay Com- 
pany, which put them quite at ease respecting food until 
the season for their departure ; besides, the animals were 
beginning to pour in from the southward. Of these and 
other ** phenomena connected with the progress of the 
seasons kept at Fort Franklin,"* Dr. Richarckon records, 
that on the 11th of September the musquetoes ceased 
to be ti'oublesome ; on tiie 2d of October, swans in flight 
to the southward ; on the 5th the last swans were seen. 
On the shortest day the sun was above the horizon 2h. 
38m. 10th of April, a house-fly seen in the open air. 
On the 6th of May the first swans were seen ; on the 
7th the geese appeared ; on the 8th the ducks ; on the 
9th the gulls ; on the 11th the first rain fell ; on the 17th 
various singing birds made their appearance ; on the 27th 
the first laughing-geese were seen ; and on the 31st the 
goatsuckers brought up the rear : and many others, as 
well as various plants, are registered. 

In the course of the mont£ of May the preparations 
were nearly complete, and an additional new boat finish- 
ed, after the model of the Lion, named the Reliance. 
In June the boats were all afloat and manned. Fourteen 
men, including Augustus and two Canadian voyagers, 
were to accompany Franklin and Back in the Lion and 
Reliance ; and ten, including Ooligbuck (another Esqui- 
* Appendix, p. 74, table 75. 
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boat to prepare for a commmiication with them, and to 
select certain articles for presents and trade. He gave 
orders, in case these people should show intentions of 
hostility, to forbid firing till he should set the example, 
or till ordered to do so by Lieutenant Back. 

The boats steered toward the tents under easy sail, 
with the ensigns flying ; unfortunately, they grounded 
when about a mile from the beach. Signs were made 
to the Esquimaux to come off. Three canoes instantly 
put off, but before they could reach the boats, others 
were lanched in such quick succession, that the whole 
space between the island and the boats was covered 
with them. " We endeavored," says Franklin, " to count 
their numbers as they approached, and had proceeded 
as far as seventy-three canoes and five oomiaks, when 
the sea became so crowded by fresh arrivals that we 
could advance no farther in our reckoning." It was sup- 
posed, however, that the number of persons had soon in- 
creased to about three hundred, all pressing forward to 
trade, and becoming more and more importunate and 
troublesome. The headmost canoes were paddled by 
elderly men, who most probably had been selected to 
open the communication. They invited Augustus to 
approach with the present held out to them. Augustus 
then explained to them the purport of our visit, and told 
them that if we found a navigable channel for larce 
ships, we should come and open a highly beneficial trade 
widi them : with this they were delighted, tossed up 
their hands aloft, ** raising the most deafening shout of 
applause I ever heard." 

Thus far all went on well ; but an accident happened 
while the crowd was pressing roimd the boats, which 
was productive of unforeseen and very annoying conse- 
quences : 

" A kaiyack bein^ overset by one of the Lion's oare, its 
owner was plunged into the water with his head in the mud, 
and apparently m danger of being drowned. We instantly 
extricated him from his unpleasant situation, and took him 
into the boat until the water could be thrown out of his 
kaiyack; and Augustas, seeing him shivering with cold, 
wrapped him up in his own great-coat. At first he was ex- 
ceedingly angrv, but soon became reconciled to his situation ; 
and, looking about, discovered that we had numy bales and 
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o^ber artklefl in the boat, which had been concealed from the 
people in the kaiyacks by the coverings beine carefully spread 
over iJl. He soon began to ask for every thing he saw, and 
expressed much displeasure on our refusing to comply with 
his demands ; lie also, we afterward learned, excitea the ca- 
pidity of others by his account of the inexhaustible riches in 
the Lion, and several of the younger men endeavored to get 
into both our boats, but we resisted all their attempts/' — P. 
101, 102. 

They continued, however, to press, and made many 
efforts to get into the boats, while the water had ebbed 
so far that it was not knee-deep at the place where they 
lay; and the younger men, waiting in crowds around 
them, tried to steal every thing they could reach. The 
Reliance being afloat, was dragged by the crowd toward 
the shore, when Frankhn directed the crew of the Lion 
(which was aground and immovable) to endeavor to fol- 
low her; but she remained fast until the Esquimaux 
lent their aid and dragged her after the Reliance. One 
of the Lion^s men perceived that the man who was 
upset had a pistol under his shirt, which it was discov* 
ered had been stolen from Lieutenant Back, and the 
thief, seeing it to be noticed, leaped out of the boat and 
joined his countrymen, carrying with him the great-coat 
which Augustus had lent him. 

" Two of the most powerful men, jumping on board at the 
same time, seized me by the wrists and forced me to sit be- 
tween them ; and as I shook them loose two or throe times, 
a third Esquimaux took his station in front to catch my arm 
whenever I attempted to lift my gun, or the broad otagger 
Tfrhich hung by my side. The whole way to the shore tney 
kept repeating the word ' ieymay beating gently on my left 
breast with meir hands, and pressing mme aj^ainst their 
breasts. As we neared the beach, two oomiaks mil of wom- 
en arrived, and the *<«yma«* and vociferation were redoubled. 
The Reliance was first brought to the shore, and the Lion 
close to her a few seconds afterward. The three men who 
held me now leaped ashore, and those who had remained in 
their canoes, taking them out of the water, carried them to a 
little distance. A numerous party then drawing their knives, 
and stripping themselves to the waist, ran to the Reliance, 
and, havmg first hauled her as far up as they could, began 
a regular pillage, hamlmg the articles to the women, who, 
ranged in a row behind, quickly conveyed them out of sight," 
—P. 104. 
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In short, after a furious contest, when knhres were 
brandished in a most threatening manner, several of the 
men^s clothes cut through, and tifie buttons of others torn 
from their coats, Lieutenant Back ordered his peo^de to 
seize and level their muskets, but not to fire till the 
word was given. This had the desired effect, the whole 
crowd takmg to their heels and hiding themselves be- 
hind the drift- timber on the beach. Captain Franklin 
still thought it best to temporize so long as the boats 
were lying aground ; ibr, armed as the Esquimaux were 
with long knives, bows, arrows, and spears, fire-arms 
could not have been used with advantage against so nu- 
merous a host. Franklin, indeed, states his conviction, 
'* considering the state of excitement to which they had 
worked themselves, that the first blood which his party 
might unfortunately have shed would instantly have 
been revenged by the sacrifice of all their lives.*' 

As soon as the boats were afloat and making to a se- 
cure anchorage, seven or eight of the natives walked 
along the beach, entered into conversation with Augus- 
tus, and invited him to a conference on shore. ** I was 
unwilling to let him go,*' says Franklin, ** but the brave 
little fellow entreated so earnestly that I would suffer 
him to land and reprove the Esquimaux for their con- 
duct, that I at length consented." On his return, being 
desired to tell what he had said to them, ^* he had told 
them," he said, 

" Your conduct has been very bad, and unHke that of aU 
other Esquimaux. Some of yon even stole from me, yom: 
countryman ; but that I do not mind ; I only regret that you 
should have treated in this violent manner the white people, 
who came solely to do you kindness. My tribe were in 
the same unhappy state in which you now are before the 
white people came to Churchill, but at present they are sup- 
plied with every thing they need, and you see that I am well 
clothed ; I get all that I want, and am venr comfortable. 
You can not expect, after the transactions of this day, that 
these people will ever bring goods to your country again, 
unless you show your contrition by restoring the stolen 
goods. The white people love the Esquimaux, and wish to 
show them the same kindness that they bestow upon the 
Indians. Do not deceive yourselves, and suppose mey are 
afiraid of you ; I tell you they are not ; and that it is entirely 
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owing to their hanuiiitT that zmnr of yoa were not IdlM 
to-day ; for they have all gtuiA. witb which they can de«tit«T 
yoa either when near or at a distance. I slio have a pin, 
and can assore yoa that, if a white man had &llen. I would 
have been the nret to have revenged his death.** — 1*. I OS. 109. 

The language, of course, is that of Frankhn, whoi 
however, gives it as the purport of Augustus's siiooclit 
and adds, ** his veracity is beyond all question with tho 
party." ** We could perceive,"says Franklin, ** by tiio 
shouts of applause with which they filled the pausoa in 
his language, that they assented to his arguments : luul 
he told us they had expressed great sorrow for having 
given so much cause of offense/' He said, inortMivort 
that they pleaded ignorance, having never befort^ »iM«n 
white men ; that they had seen so many fine things 
entirely new to them, that they could not resist tho 
temptation of stealing ; they promised never to do tlin 
like again, and gave a proof of their sincerity by nmtoriiig 
the articles that had been stolen ; and thus, in an niuirA' 
ble manner, was the affray concluded. 

These people, in possession of the country bordorliiK 
on the coast between the Mackenzie Hiver ntiil tho 
Rocky Mountains, appear to have assumed ii tnoro wiir- 
like character, from frequent collisions with thoir noiuli- 
bors the Dog-rib Indians, than their count ryiiiiMi Ki«n<M'- 
ally possess. It was also observed, tlinl tlin iittitior tho 
party advanced to the westward, the more tlipy timttil 
the Esquimaux features taking the roHenililiinrn nrihiiNO 
of the Tartar race, distinguished by hi^h ehnok tiiintt«, 
and small, obUquely elongated eyes, not. unliki* thimtt nl 
the Chinese. 

"Every man had pieces of bone or hIikIIn tliniHl itiiiMt^.li 
the septom of his nose ; and holen wi'n* |Mnif i>il mm ••m Ii hIiIm 
of the under hp, in which were pliirifl rii-niliu |ili'itM nl 
ivoiy, with a large blue bearl in tbo t'.t'ii\**r, niiniliM In llinHti 
represented in the dniwiri^^n of fbo umIivih on iln- N W 
coast of America, in KotzvUm:** Vi/yiif/iv 'I ItftM. lunmni ni>< 
were so much valued, tliat th«'y lU't lim «l m lliM|i iln m i Mntl 
when not rich enough Ut ]rr't*:un' \nui\n tn imi;. mImim" mmiI 
pieces of bone were uubititnt^'d. 'IIm •<♦■ )•! » (nfiiltmi mim 
made at the age of pubirrfy ; uiu\ nm- nl iln |iimi, >>ltti 
appeared to be afx/nt fourUu'tt yntt» oM, -im (h.imJi iI tnif 
with delist by his imrmitM tm Utttihti Ut M»Mb')|"i (In n^\n 
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ation in the following year. He was a good-looking hoy, 
and we could not &ncy his countenance would be much im- 

Soved by the insertion of the bones or stones, which have 
e effect of depressing the under lip, and keeping the mouth 
open."— P. 118. 

The dress of the women differed from that of the 
men only in their wearing wide trowsers, and large 
hoods over their heads ; some of the yomiger females 
had pleasing countenances. 

" Their own black hair is very tastefully turned up from 
behind to the top of the head, and tied by strings of white 
and blue beads, or cords of white deer ddn. It is divided in 
front, so as to form on each side a thick tail, to which are ap- 
pended strings of beads that reach to the waist. The women 
were from four and a half to four and three quarters feet high, 
and generally fat. Some of the younger females, and me 
children, were pretty. The lady whose portrait adorns this 
work was mightily pleased at Insing selected by Lieutenant 
Back for his sketch, and testified her joy by smiles and many 
jumps. The men, when sitting for their portraits, were more 
sedate, though not less pleased, than the females ; some of 
them remarked that they were not handsome enough to be 
taken to our country." — P. 119. 

Having taken an amicable leave of these people, on 
the 13th of July they put to sea, and soon discovered a 
projecting point of laind, to which was joined a compact 
body of ice. A dense fo^ set in, with a strong gale and 
heavy rain. With considerable danger to the boats, 
after five hours* pulling between masses of ice, they 
succeeded in getting round Cape Sabine, and landed a 
little to the west of it. Here they observed much wood- 
coal on the bank. On the 15th they proceeded, having 
noticed the ice loosened from the land, and advanced to 
a river which they named Babbage, the width near its 
mouth being about two miles. Here it was observed 
that the Rocky Mountains run in detached ranges, at 
unequal distances from the coast. Then: latitude was 
69° 19', longitude 138° 10^'. 

On the 17th, finding a channel of water between an 
island they named Herschel and the main, they entered 
it, and this strait is reported to be " the only place that 
we had seen since quitting the Mackenzie River in 
which a ship could find shelter.*' Its latitude was 69° 
33J', longitude 139° 3' W. The ice and the shallow- 
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ness of the water beyond it BeaiK-ard mnu'whnt checks 
their progress, and gave time for Franklin U» vivtt Mf»unt 
Conybeare, one of the rocky ranges he liad mi natn«Ml, 
from whence he had an extensive view (if tii^* NUcceiHiion 
of ranges, to all which he assij^s names, tint pniljably 
are not doomed to go beyond the |ia^e that ccMitaiiNi 
them, and certainly not to post^^rity, (>n thn 'J3d m 
narrow opening in the ice allowed theni to pnH'f c-d m 
far as a small stream, which they iiain«*d Sir I'ulten^y 
Malcolm, and which had given thern uu advance* (if ten 
miles. Bowlders of grc^ust.one, itandiit/inc, and lime- 
stone were fomid near the mouth of this river, deppljr 
seated in the gravel of the (>euch. 

On the 27th of July they came to the m^mth of a wide 
river, which, proceeding from tlie "iJritinh ran^e of 
momitains," ** and being/* KayM Franklin, '* the moat 
westerly river in the British doniiniouii on this t-frnmU and 
near the line of demarcation between (ireiit Britain and 
Russia, I named it the Clareric«f, in honor of h'tn royal 
highness the lord-high-admiraJ/* From h«-ri<*e frigs and 
long-continued gales, rain, and hftivy pinres of drtft'-ir# 
continued to interrupt their progress till the 4th of Au- 
gust, when they feU in with a party of trading and 
peaceable Esquimaux, from whom thf>y ]«-amed that the 
coast before them was similar to that aloni; which they 
had been traveling. They were now in lat. 70^ 5% 
long. 143° 55'. For some time past they had piiDed 
the boats outside, or to seaward of the continued reef 
of rocks and gravel, about two miles, and a little farther 
on found the water very shallow and perfectly fresh. 
To another large river they gave the name of C^anning, 
opposite to which, at three miles from the shore, the 
water was still fresh. This river was of course ruuning 
diron^ the Russian dominions. 

The farther they advanced westeriy the more dense 
the fogs became ; not a day elapsed in which they did 
not occur ; the temperature descended to 35^, and tho 
gales of wind became more constant ; at night the water 
froze ; and the middle of August having arrived, the win- 
ter might here be said to have set in ; tho more early, 
probaUy, from the vicinity of the Rocky Mountains, and 
the extensive swampy pluna between them and the see. 



296 ARCTIC VOTAeSB* 

The men had suffered much from the hard labor of pull- 
ing and dragging the heavy boats, and from cold as well 
as fatigue. It will readily be believed, from the charac- 
ter of the man, that it was with no ordinary degree of 
pain that Franklin could bring himself even to think of 
relinquishing the great object of his ambition, or of dis- 
appointing the flattering confidence that had been repos- 
ed on his exertions. *'• But/' he says, '* I had higher 
duties to perform than the gratification of my own feel- 
ings ; and the mature consideration of all the above mat- 
ters forced me to the conclusion that we had reached 
that point beyond which perseverance would be rash- 
ness, and our best efforts must be fruitless." He there- 
fore, with full approbation of his companions, set out, on 
the 18th of August, on his return to the Mackenzie, 
from the extreme point gained, named by him the Return 
Reef, in lat. 70° 24' N., long. 149° 37' W. 

About this time, as it afterward appeared, the Blos- 
som's boat, sent by Beechey from Behring's Strait, ar- 
rived on the coast, on which Franklin observes : 

" Could I have known, or by possibility imagined, that a 
party from the Blossom had been at the distance of only 160 
miles from me, no difficulties, dangers, or discouraging circum- 
stances should have prevailed on me to return ; but taking 
into account the uncertainty of all voyages in a sea obstract- 
ed by ice, I had no right to expect that the Blossom had ad- 
vanced beyond Kotzebue Inlet, or that any party from her had 
doubled the Icy Cape."— P. 165. 

Captain Franklin states the distance traced westerly 
from the mouth of the Mackenzie River to have been 
374 miles, along one of the most dreary, miserable, and 
uninteresting portions of sea-coast that can perhaps be 
found in any part of the world ; and in all that space, 
not a harbor exists in which a ship could find shelter. 

The return voyage was equally harassing to the one 

n'; completed. Near Herschel Island, however, they 
a narrow escape from the effects of a violent storm 
on the ocean : 

''As the afternoon wore away, gloomy clouds gathered in 
the northwest ; and at six a violent squall came from that 
quarter, attended with snow and sleet. The gale increased 
with rapidity : in less than ten minutes the sea was white 
with foam, and such waves were raised as I had never before 
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been expcwed to in a boat. The spray and sea broke over oa 
inceMantly, and it wns with difficulty that we could keep 
fine by baOins. Our little vessels went through the wnter 
-ivith great velocity, under a close-reefed sail, lioisted about 
three feet up the mainmast, and proved themselves to be 
-very booyant. Their small size, howeN-er, and the nature 
of their construction, necessarily adapted for the navigation 
of shallow rivers, unfitted them for withstanding the sea then 
running, and we were in imminent danger of foundering. 
I therefore resolved on making for the shore, as the onfy 
means of saving the party, although I was awure that in so 
doing I incurred the hazard of staving tlie boats, there being 
few places on this part of the coast where there wsa sufficient 
beach under the broken cliffs. The wind blowing along the 
land, we could not venture on exposing the boat's side to 
the sea by hauling directly in, but, edging away with the 
wind in that quarter, we most providentially took the eround 
in a &vDrable spot. The boats were instantly filled with 
the surf^ but they were unloaded and dragged up without 
having sustained any material damage. Impressed with a 
sense of gratitude for the signal deliverance we had experi- 
enced on this and other occasions, we assembled in the even- 
ing to offer up praise and thanksgiving to the Almighty." — 
P. 172, 173. 

On the 2l8t of September the party reached Fort 
Franklin, where they had the happiness of meeting aU 
their fnends in safety : the eastern detachment had ar- 
rived OD the 1st of September, after a most successful 
Toyage. Franklin says that the distance traveled, in the 
three months of their absence from Fcnrt Franklin, 
amomnted to two thousand and forty-eight statute miles, 
of which six hundred and ten were through parts not 
previously discovered. 

" I can not close this account of our sea voyage without ex- 
pireising the deep obligation I feel to Lieutenant Back for his 
oordial co-operation, and for his zealous and unwearied assi- 
duity during its progress. * « * * My wannest thanks 
are likewise due to 3ie men of my party, who met every 
obstacle with an ardent desire to surmount it, and cheerful- 
ly exerted themselves to the utmost of their power. Their 
oool, steady conduct is the more commendable as the sea nav- 
^ation was entirely novel to the whole except to the seamen 
Duncan and Spinks, and Hallom, corporal of marines. The 
Canadian voyagers, Felix and Vivier, first saw the ocean on 
ihii occasion." 



296 AKCTIC YOTAGBB. 



Dr. Bichardsan's Voyage to tke EasHoard. 

The narrative of Dr. Richardson is briefly and faicid]7 
told. According to his instructions, he had to trace the 
coast between &e Mackenzie and Copper SiGne Rirers, 
and to return from the latter overiand to Fort Frankfin. 
His party consisted of himself, the interpreter Ot^igback, 
and four men, in the Dolphin ; and Mr. Kendall in the 
Union. On leaving Point Separation, in one of the 
tranches of the Mackenzie, on the 4th of July, he made 
for Middle Channel, out of which he entered a branch 
flowing to the eastward, the land being low and marshy, 
and the summits of the banks loaded with drift-timber. 
These flats were enlivened by the busy fli^t and 
cheerful twittering of the sand-martins, which had 
scooped out thousands of nests in the banks ; " we wit- 
nessed with pleasure their activity in thinning the ranks 
of our most tormenting foes, the musquetoes.** At for- 
ty-two miles the party came to the conmiencement of 
Reindeer HiUs on the main-land, clothed with trees to 
their tops. 

On the 5th, having made above forty miles, they en- 
camped ; and here a spruce-tree was seen of the unn- 
aual circumference of seven feet at four feet from the 
ground. On the following day, in lat. 69^, the Eastern 
Channel made a turn round die point of the Reindeer 
HiDs, which here terminated ; and here also was a small 
island, possessing, according to Mackenzie, a '* sacred 
character.*' being still a bunal-place of the Esquimaux : 
it was called by Richardson the ** Sacred Island." Here 
also the channel terminated, by several islands dividing 
it into as many branches. On some of them, and cm va- 
rious parts of the coast, the bituminous shale was no- 
ticed to be on fire ; and in some parts of the diffs iq>- 
peared as if they had fallen down, ovnng to the con- 
sumption of the combustible strata, and terminating in a 
green and sloping bank. The attraction of oxygen by 
&e sulphur causes the combustion, which, as the doc- 
tor observes, is made more lively by the presence of bit- 
umen. 

They now steered along the main shore, and speedily 
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feB in i niil t Ttit.**^ of Lsoumia::- ttjii uv*" r:ir«-it:priiur 
lan^imfft- aiic ffestur*-? ttli*-: '■•.:^"i;»'_-i hr.r '•»••; ^^•rr*' 
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that im tins owiisiu!- rr- !uu'"i'>H' .viciri-Ji:- •:#•••: 'r tut- 
part of I«iciiBrQ<<rj!. til* >:".■*-*■:•• " r-'-j; -1;^ « l.*.-i| 
WBE avoided. Tn**-* i** •■■.»• v'**'*:' .•— ' iw' •«' '.-'r.i'.f *ii»- 

same exeunt h- IHk*^ V'L. cirf.v.r- ^ rii-i..;:: •♦!•-; r,i«C 
nerer M»eL vriin*- iii^^:, l:,'. i,"-"- v hajli-; :i»ra»' i^' iijc 
onihr one tiia: tu*;i" z'"*'S"--Z"«i-'**-'-'*"' -"m;:" -*J'»** *«ii'f. . 
Hariiic EUt nc O' tjj* Lkjjj::*:. :■- ►■- j'j»-r.r' i M'jffr ^hm: 
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thnrst, thus ascribing to it an extent from north to south of 
more than one hundred and forW miles, and from east to west 
of one hundred and fifty. * * * If a conjecture may be haz- 
arded about the original formation of a lake which we had 
so few opportunities of examining, it seems probable that the 
alluvial matters brought down by the Mackenzie and other 
rivers have gradually formed a barrier of islands and shoals, 
which, by preventing the free access of the tide, enables the 
fresh water to maintain the predominance behind it. The 
action of the waves of the sea has a tendency to increase the 
height of the barrier, while the currents of the rivers and 
ebb tide preserve the depth of the lake. A great formation 
of wood-coal wiU, 1 doubt not, be ultimately formed by the 
immense quantities of drift-timber annually deposited on the 
borders of Esquimaux Lake." — P. 228. 

On the 15th they made a traverse often miles across 
an inlet, the water of which, running out in a strong 
current, and nearly fresh, was supposed to be another 
communication of the Esquimaux Lake with the sea. 
They named it Russell Inlet. The latitude was 70° 
12', and the longitude 129^ 21' ; and here the main-land 
trended, as they wished, to the southeast ; for, having 
passed the low coasts and shoals which extend as far as 
the lake continues, it was expected that the obstruction 
to their progress would cease, as in the whole of this 
distance they had to cross channels of shallow water, 
encumbered with banks of shingle, and the water more 
fresh than salt. 

On the 18th, sailing between some islands and tiie 
main, a large party of Esquimaux rushed out to the 
shore, brandislung their knives, using threatening ex- 
pressions, and forbidding them to land. But on Rich- 
ardson bawling out "barter," they were peaceful in a 
moment, and brought such goods as they possessed on 
board : so easily are savages managed by judicious treat- 
ment. 

" The females, unlike those of the Indian tribes, had much 
handsomer features than the men ; and one young woman of 
the party would have been deemed pretty even in Europe. 
Our presents seemed to render them perfectly happy, and 
they danced with such ecstasy in their slender boats as to in- 
cur, more than once, great hazard of being overset. A bun- 
dle of strings of beads being thrown into an oomiak, it was 
caught by an old woman, who hugged the treasure to her 
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brcMStwifh te ■trongest ezproarion of r^>tare, white 
MmAj Amme, who had ftretched oat her arms in vain, be- 
came die veiy picture of despair. On my ezplaininff, how- 
ever, that the preient was for the whole, an amicableaivisioii 
iaslaatihf tDok ]^ace ; and to show their gratitude, they sang 
a song to a pleasing air, keeping time wim their oars. The^ 
gmTB ■• Bia»f pTBSsing invitations to pass the night at &ev 
tents^ m whiich iSbej were joined by the men ; and to excite 
our Hberality, the mothers drew ttie children oat of their 
wide boots, where they are accastomed to cany tiiem naked, 
aodhfoldiBg them op, begged beads for them. Their entreat- 
ies weie, mr a tune, soccesaal ; bat, being desirous of getting 
dear of our Tisitors before breakfiist-time, we at len^h tola 
them that our stock was exhausted, and they took leave."— 
P. 225, 226. 

At one of tfaeir haltmg-places, the interesting little 
anecdote of the snow-bunting's nest, mentioned by Ci^ 
tun Lyon, could not fail to l^ brou^t to their recollec- 
tion bj the following incident : 

** In takinff wood to make a fire from a lar^ pile of drift- 
timber which had been collected by the Esqmmaux, the nest 
of' a snow-bird, containing four young, was discovered. The 
parent-bird was at first scared away, but affection for its off- 
qprmg at length gave it courage to approach them with food; 
Bid, as it was not molested, it aoon became quite imdem, 
tad fed them with the larvsB of insects, while tiie party were 
seated at broakftst close by the nest"— P. 235. 

Thronf^ a smaU opening in the hmd, which with the 
main formed Harrowby Bay, the boats passed with 
ipnat diffienltTf being nearly barred up ; and the mo- 
ment tbey had crossed the bar, the water was greenish 
and perwctly salt. The eastern pomt of the passage 
lies in latitude 70° 30", longitude IST^* 35' ; and Point 
BMhnrtt proved to be the most northerly part of the 
main tfaey approached during the voyage. From this 
point die coast trended southeast into Franklin's Bay, in 
ktitnde 69° 20' ; rose on the east to Cape Parry, in 
latitude 70° 5'; descended again to Darnley Bay, in 
latitude 69° 36', the eastern cape of which is in latitude 
69° 45% from whence the main shore gradually trends 
to the southward of east, steep to, and bold, with here 
and there a small bay and projecting point, till it reaches 
Cape Krosenstem, previous to which the party passed 
ftroiuii A broad channel, named the Union and Dolphin 
Cc 
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Stxiut, and formed between a long tract of elevated land 
to the northward and the main shore, to which was 
given the name of Wollaston Land. In this strait they 
were impeded, and the Dolphin was nearly crushed, by 
two masses of ice. 

As soon as she was rendered sea-worthy they pro- 
ceeded, but the flood tide set with such velocity round 
a rocky point, and brought with it so much ice, that it 
was thought prudent to put ashore. The violent eddies 
in the currents there, the doctor says, ** reminded us 
forcibly of the poet's description of Scylla and Chaiyb- 
dis." The navigation of the Dolphin and Union Strait, 
he says, would be dangerous to ships, from the many 
sunken rocks which we observed near the southern 
shore. 

A little beyond the strait is a rocky promontory, to 
which Dr. Richardson gave the name ot Cape Krusen- 
stem, in honor of the distinguished Russian hydrogra- 
pher; its latitude was 68° 23' N., longitude 113° 46' 
W., and it is the most eastern part of the land which 
they coasted. From this point the coast trends to the 
southwest, and appears as if forming the western side 
of what is called in the charts George the Fourth's 
Coronation Gulf, a mistake occasioned by bringing the 
letters of the title on the chart too fer to the westward ; 
to the southward of it is Cape Heame, which Franklin 
and Richardson, in a former visit to the mouth of the 
Copper Mine, saw only at a distance, appearing as an 
island. To the southward of Cape Heame is the mouth 
of the Copper Mine River. Richardson now announced 
to the men that a short traverse would Imng them to 
the mouth of this river. ** The gratifying intelligence,*' 
he says, ** which we now conveyed to them was totally 
unexpected, and the pleasure diey experienced found 
vent in heartfelt expressions of gratitude to the Divine 
Being for his protection on the voyage." ' 

The south coast of the Polar Sea could not be ex- 
pected to produce much variety of objects in the vegeta- 
ble part of the creation, remarkable either for their 
utility or beauty. Dr. Richardson thus sums up what 
he observed, or collected, on the portion traversed by 
him, which he estimates at about nine hundred miles « 
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breaking of the two intended for the eastern detachment of 
the expmition daring the intense winter cold, onr only re- 
Bource for correcting the dead reckoning was lunar obeervar 
tions, made as fiiequently as opportunitiefl offered ; yet when 
we approached the Copper >fine River, Mr. KendaJl^s reck- 
oning differed from the position of that place, as ascertained 
on Captain Franklin's former expedition, only twenty seconda 
of time, or about two miles and a half of diiianoe, which is a 
very trifling difference when the length of the voyage and the 
other circumstances are taken into consideration. The dis- 
tance between Point Separation and the mouth of the Copper 
Mine River, by the route we pursued, is nine hundred and 
two statute miles."— P. 261, 262. 

Haiang thus completed their voyage by arriving at 
the mouth of the Copper Mine River, and again noticed 
the capes and islands seen from thence jointly by Rich- 
ardson and Franklin on a former occasion, and now hav- 
ing certified to be land what was then only conjecture, 
they proceeded up the river as fiu* as the Bloody FaOs* 
above which, for about forty niiles, the river was foimd 
to be so full of rapids, and to flow over such an uneven 
and rocky bed, and its current so precipitous, as to be 
wholly impracticable to ascend it in boats of a greater 
draught than a few inches. They therefore left the 
Union and the Dolphin boats at the Bloody FaD, stow- 
ing in them a number of smaU articles for the use of tlie 
Esquimaux who frequent this spot ; and havmg distrib- 
uted among the party a certain quantity of pemmicaiit 
portable soup, and other articles of provision, the whole 
amounting to about seventy pounds to each man, they 
set out on foot for Dease^s River, on Great Bear Lake. 
A boat had been appointed to convey them acroea the 
lake to Fort Franklin. By this plan a journey would 
be saved of three hundred miles, and of three weeks, 
which a walk round the lake would have required ; be- 
sides, it spared them, in addition to much wtigue and 
suffering, the wear and tear of their smaU stock of 
shoes, almost already exhausted, and of their clothings 
which was but ill adapted for the frosty nights of Sep- 
tember. 

Some little delay occurred in the arrival of the boat 
on Dease*s River, but they reached Fort Franklin on 
the 1st of September, ** and received a warm wekxxme 
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and a uniform and unremitting regard to their best interesti^ 
is not less (Mnispicuous. I feel that the sentiments of my 
firiouds and comx>anions, Captain Back ami Lieutenant Ken- 
dall, are in unison with my own when I affirm that gradtodd 
and attachment to our late commanding officer will animate 
our breasts to the latest period of our lives." — F. 236, 237. 

That gratitude and attachmont here expressed were 
returned in full measure to Dr. Richardson, not only by 
the commanding officer, but by every individual em- 
ployed on the two voyages, and also by the natives with 
whom they had intercounie, and by whom his unifonn 
kindness and humanity were duly appreciated. Frank- 
lin always acknowledged that to his energy of character 
and promptitude of action are to be ascribed the safety^ 
not alone of himself, but of the surviving party of t£^ 
first expedition, to insure which, in fact, he risked his 
own life, and made a sacrifice of the best feelings of hie 
benevolent nature. 

Yet, by some unaccountable accident or oversiditt 
this excellent officer was not honored with that distmc- 
tion which was conferred on his companions, Sir Jcim 
Franklin and Sir George Back. But, whatever the 
cause of the omission may have been, it has at length 
been rectified by an application of Lord Haddington to 
Sir James Graham, to solicit her majesty to comer on 
him the honor of knighthood, which has been gracioiu^ 
granted. 

To return to the general narrative, of which litde 
now remains to be said : The end of September hsving 
arrived, it was deemed expedient to pass a great part M 
another winter at Fort Franklin. It proved a severe 
one. By a record in Fr^nklin^s journal, the thermom- 
eter on me morning of the 7th of February descended 
to — 58° ; it hod been — 57°-5 and — 57°-3 thrice in the 
course of this and the preceding day ; between the 5lli 
and 8th its general state was from —-48^ to — 52°i 
though it occasionally rose to -—43°. 

No time, however, was lost in the commencement of 
breaking up the party. Dr. Richardson was the first to 
depart ; he left in December, for the purpose ofjcnniDg 
Mr. Drummond, the assbtant botanist, in the Saskat- 
chawau River, that he might have the benefit of an ear- 
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Starved to death."* Such was the miserable end of 
poor Augustus — ** a faithful, disinterested, kind-hearted 
creature, who had won the regard of all." 

Sackhouse was also a most amiable and inteffigent 
young man, who died peaceably among the friends he 
had acquired in Scodand, and of whom there is an inter- 
esting biographical memoir in Blackwood*s Magazine, 
supposed to have been written by the late Captain Baul 
Hall. Brought to Leith in a whaling-ship, the ownera, 
pleased with his manners, paid him every attention, had 
him taught a little English, and sent him back the fed- 
lowing season, to remain or not, according to his own de« 
sire. His sister had died in his absence, and having no 
(»ther relative living, he determined to abandon his coun- 
try and to return. On arriving at Leith he was met by 
Mr. Nasmyth, the artist, who, finding he had a taste for 
drawing, kindly offered him his instructions. On the 
recommendation of Captain Hall, he was engaged as in- 
terpreter on the first Arctic voyage, and prov^ so use- 
ful that he wss appointed for the second voyage. In tiie 
mean time he visited his kind friends in Edinbui^h. In 
pursuit of his studies, and in the midst of hapjHnesa, he 
was seized with an inflanmiatory complaint, which car- 
ried him off in a few days. 

He is described as possessing a pleasing simplicity of 
manners, a countenance expressive of good humor, to 
have been fond of society, and always desirous of learn- 
ing something. His kindness to children was very strik- 
ing : two of these he fell in with on a snowy day at some 
distance from Leith, shivering with cold. Sackhoose 
took off his jacket, and carefully wrapping them in it, 
brought them safely home. When sensible of his ap- 
proaching end, he thanked his friends around him for aU 
their kindness, but said it was of no avail, for his sifter 
had appeared to him and caUed him away. 

The writer says he was unaffectedly pious, and when ■ 
death was approaching, he held in his hand an Icelancfic 
Catechism till his strength and sight failed him, when the 
book dropped from his grasp, and he shortly afterward 
expnred. 

But if any doubt could be entertamed as to the supe- 
* See Back's acconnt of tho fete of ttiia ezceUent man. 
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cmnpanied the Company's hooJta with a brigade of trad- 
ers for the Columbia, determined to proceed with them 
as far as the Rocliy Momitains. To Carlton House is 
two hundred and sixty miles. Leaving this on the 1st 
of September, they proceeded to Edmonton, which is 
about four hundred miles, and reached it on the 20th of 
that month. One hundred miles farther brought them 
to Assinaboin on the Red-deer River. From thence 
they proceeded up this river to the mountains ; but the 
canoe being much lumbered, it vras necessary tliat some 
of the party should travel l^ land ; ** and of that num- 
ber," says Mr. Drummond, *• I volunteered to be one." 
A heavy fall of snow rendered the march very fatiguing, 
and what with the woods and swamps, the horses became 
useless before they got half way. About the end of De- 
cember he tooli up his winter quarters on the Baptiste, 
a stream which flows into the Red-deer River. On the 
journey he says he obtained a few mosses, and on Christ- 
mas day had the pleasure of finding a very minute Gym- 
nos^omvm, hitherto undescribed : 

'* In the winter I felt the inconvenience of ihe want of my 
tent, the only shelter I bad from the inclemency of the weath- 
er being a ont built of the branches of trees. Soon after 
reaching our wintering ground provisions became very scarce, 
and the hunter and his &mily went off in quest of animals, 
taking with them the man who had charge of my hones, to 
bring me a supply as soon as they could procure it. / re- 
mained alontfor ike rest of the wifUer, except wket^ my num 
oceasionaUy visited me vnth me<U ; cmd Ifomnd the time hang 
very heavy f as I had no books, and noting could he done in 
the way of collecting specimens of natureU history. I took, 
however, a walk every day in the woods, to give me some 
practice in the use of snow^hoes. The winter was very se- 
vere, and much snow fell until the end of March, when it 
averaged six feet in depth ; in consequence of this I lost one 
of- my horses, and the two remaining ones became exceed- 
ingly poor. The hunter was still more unfortunate, ten of 
his young colts having died."— P. 310. 

In the beginning of April, 1826, a fatiguing noaroh 
brought him to the Columbia port^e in six c&ys, and 
here he received letters from I>r, Richardson, accom- 
panied with his tent, a little tea and sugar, and some more 
paper for bis plants. About this time his hunter sent 
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Ifim word tiiat he had changed his mind, and would not 
aecompany him into the momitains. His plans were 
dios deranged, yet be had no alternative but to remain 
with the man, who had charge of the horses used on the 
Cdnmbia portage, "and to botanize in that neighbor- 
hood.*" He resolved, however, to proceed. 

** Oa the 10th of Aagiut I set oat with anotker banter, 
opm whom I had prevailed to oonduiCt me to the Smokinr 
Biver, althoogbi, being disappointed in a sapply of ammum- 
tioiiy we vfere badly provided. We traveled for several days 
^tfaoBt meeting with any animals, and I shared the little 
dried provision which I had with the hunter's fkmilv. On 
the 15th we killed a mountain sheep, which was quickly de- 
voored, there not being the smallest apprehension at the time 
that fionine would overtake us. Day after day, however, 
passed away withoat a single head of game of anj descrip- 
tion being seen, and the children began to complain loudly ; 
bat the hunter's wife, a young half-bred woman, bore the ab- 
atinence with indifference, alSiough she had two infimt twins 
at the breast. On the 21st we found two young porcupines, 
which were shared among the party ; and two or three days 
afterward a few fine trout were caught. We arrived in tne 
Smokine River on the 5th of September, where the hunt- 
er Idlled two sheep, and a period was put to our abstinence, 
fiir before tiie sheep were eaten he shot several bufialoes.'*— 
P. 311. 

He next proceeded along the mountains, and had 
reached the head waters of the Peace River, when a 
heavy ftll of snow stopped his collecting plants for tliat 
season. Desiroos, however, of crossing the mountains 
to the Columbia River, he determined to accompany the 
C<dnmbia brigade on its arrival. He reached &e port- 
age on the 9th of October, and the following day brought 
him an order from Captain Franklin to descend in Sie 
spring of 1827, to rejoin the erpedition on its way to 
z ork Factory. He therefore went with the brigade 
merely to the west end of the portage, and returned on 
the 1st of November. The snow was too deep to per- 
mit him to add much to his collections in this hasty trip 
over the mountains ; ** but it was impossible," he says, 
** to avoid remarking the great superiority of climate on 
the western side of that lofty range. From the instant 
Ihe descent toward the Pacific commences, there is a 
frbible improvement in the growth of timber, and the va- 
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riety of forest-trees greatly increases. The few mosses 
that I gleaned in the excursion were so fine, that I could 
not but deeply regret that I was unable to pass a season 
or two in that interesting region.'' 

Another dispatch was received from Dr. RichardscHiy 
requesting him to join him at Cariton House in April, 
which he accordingly reached on the 5th. ** We suffer- 
ed much from snow-blindness on the march, the dogs 
fiuled from want of food, we had to carry the baggage 
on our backs, and had nothing to eat fbr seven days." 
AD this is told with the greatest placidity. He seems 
only to regret that he had done so little. Yet this mod- 
est naturdist says, '* My collections on the mountains 
amounted to about fifteen hundred species of plants, one 
hundred and fifty birds, fifty quadrupeds, and a consid- 
erable number of insects." 

Captain Franklin and his party, having embarked io 
the packet from New York, arrived at Liverpool on the 
24th of September, after an absense of two years, seven 
months and a half. Conunander Back, Lieutenant Ken- 
dall, and Mr. Drummond, with the rest of the party, ar- 
rived at Portsmouth on the 10th of October. Franklin 
and Richardson arrived in London on the 29th of Sep- 
tember, when the charts and surveys were laid before 
his royal highness the lord-high-adnuraL 

Under the guidance of such men as those employed 
on the last two expeditions, it is not necessary to say a 
word on the manner m which they have been conduct- 
ed. Information has been obtained in every department 
of science, and quite sufficient as to the main point on 
which they were undertaken, namely, in general terms, ' 
** to amend the defective geography of the northern 
coast of America.'' The Arctic voyages having com- 
menced, and as it was not unlikely that Parry, on liis 
second voyage, would make an attempt to proceed akmg 
that coast, it was deemed advisable that an examination 
should be undertaken from the mouth of the Copper 
Mine River to the eastern part of the coast* The ques- 
tion has now been settled. The whole coast-line is one 
continued series of rocky islets, with channels between 
them mostly choked with ice, the sea beyond them also 
covered with ice, in the shape of floes and hommooa ; 
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eoold not hsre prodneed a wcxne confosioD of quImdiiid- 
nioiu soonds tban was the converaatioQ they kepi upj* 

A whole fleet of Indmn canoes was met with, ^vriiose 
chieC an inteDi^nt-looking old man, named by the trad- 
en ** Le Camvade de MandeTiHe," was stated to ha^e 
an extensire knowledge of the coontry todie nocdiward 
of the Great Slave Lake. He was bronght with Ida 
Indians to Baek*s encampment, for the purpose of giving 
him some information of the river he was about to de- 
scend to the sea-coast. With aH befitting ceremony, 
piefiminaries were c^ned by the customary pipe ; finr, 
as Back observes, ** a social pnff is to an Indian what a 
bottle of wine is to an Englishman — apnii prteeardia — 
it unlocks the heart and dissipates reserve." He dms 
sketches the inmates of one of the chieTs canoes :- 

** The tout ensemble of this ' people,' as ihey widi some 
wmtj Btjle ^emaelves, was wild aiid gnrteaqoe in the ex- 
treme. One canoe, in particolar, fixed mj attentioa; it was 
small even for a canoe ; and bow ei^t men, women, and 
children contrived to stow away dieir legs in a apace not 
more dian large enoogh for three £aro|>ean8, woold have 
been a puzzling problem to one miacqnamted vridi ihe iiq>- 
pleneflfl of an Inoian's nnbandaged linuM. There, hoiwever, 
they were, in a temperature at 669, packed heads and laili^ 
like Yazmoath herrings — half naked — ^their hair in eU4ock% 
long and matted — filmy beyond description — and all sqpiall- 
ing together. To complete the picture, their dosa, scaroe 
one degree below them, formed a sort of body-gnaid on eadi 
side of the river ; and as the canoe glided away with fbe 
cmrent, aH the animals together, hmnan and canine, set np a 
shrill and horrible yelL"— P. 79. 

One of the half-breeds, named De Charloit, is describ- 
ed as being a dexterous canoe-man in passing rapids : 
Back's canoe, though frail, and too weak to encounter 
rude shocks, ^ was nevertheless threaded throu^ the 
boiling nqiids and sunken rocks with fearful elegance : 
the cool dexterity with which she was managed was 
truly admiraWe." 

As diey proceeded, the chief, ** Le Camarade,*' gave 
them some informati<m regarding the river, but it was 
difficult to make out the bearings of the [dan he sketch- 
ed; and when Back attempted to question and assist 
iiim, he at last peevishly exclaimed ** that we did not 
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place Ae "woric a^ r t^h^ '«^d*"-"h r**:'" st*-ii'jii'. 

tiie risiur lUiC s^tttti; "s-ji- ' " :.•- ^-•. -•■ unw •-*•-• 
stated To iiavt lkt-^l. z^rui'inri^':- :• •—r:' »- 'j; tin:. 
oripiTiHtinc u. ruuiQ' . liiir: 'v -:, n. u:: '-»ttui!»-fin 
destinire of woor^. ♦-a-**: io: :u*:. :Lt {•"mttu^ 'su»'m* 

and i'ulih : anc inai. an*?: t '.^I'jr.— ;:i ••• "r-.u'ju lu 
that of airr nver iUitJvri ;■ tLi- t«:.--- i::* -^^^J^ •-ii*^ 
enced of tiieir rrib*.. r ruii^:i«-' '!•.•:•■ :: i : - •— u*-r.' ubmi 
in a fbanmi^ carurac: m:* in- .•«-.• u 

Tlie parrs- ui-a*' uov- i:r»i«.-u«iv;::!,^ ';.- :.:;.• 'iiwii'j '"j 
"U'liich tiie "waier- Lai>.«r a: o;»i •■..-:• ..■■.■■.-■ «"' i"j 
'vrheuc^ tiit- jai>or> T^-uici. l»a'j^ i*-;-- nu'. i::xi»rM' u*>i 
so cheeriiiliy iit«f i*»yy . »ij» n>t^iu;, ut:** .•n"'* ii-»*ii fij»j»« 
"which t?e/wc£^'«rA are avvuKioiii*- ^-^-v* ij'.'»' '"' **•*-'*•*"*;• 
into extraordinary f^fi fin ^ an": iw£:»*t;- i»^-f^k*-'«iJ«> '** 
cades and rarjiar^ i'-»lj"w*-'. ♦•«•.■-• «.•••■•-■ '^ «^u««;r »»u« 
cession. Tt' uvoit tut-TL r ^va l..-^.-'^>f• •^'J' "'^'"'^^ 
labor, to force tuei- wa^ tri'- .i;: v. 'if* •-'* fr^-^w* 
s'wamp-fir, ciamri^-rui;: f»^«?' iif lun": ■♦• •- 'i*f'i^K' '** 
nlets aud across svuiunt v*-:trj; «•' 'i '■^*' " *'*' *"" 
dens thev were ooiiirec u 'ju — ; ^■k'^'^'' j>.-#iiii' •«'' 
when they emerjfec:. al wa- uarf*-i **«'' '^««'>***' ^^^^' 
gaining, how ever, rn* ifuniiitr u' lu' !'**« i»%fi.« f '«*•"'-"■' 
the waters, aud ifc o^ grea: n-ii-ii: "»^" '^"- ''*'„|;)r',\: 
of the varied outiuit ol tu» Ln^rJji*-'' fV^' , . ^ 'i/f «/ii< 
were captivated iuu. t. juwKi«-Mi-»»V ^' "'-'-"*' '^"" '7^,, . „/ 
fatigue."' But fati^rue aiun*. w u.^ i''^ i'" "*""* 
their suffering : ^.i.^.m i-,-i/> 

"The lahuricnl^ auiv idHi'i. uac »-^^'-' ^'^^ .^„„/,.i,. li ..i 
perfimned -n^afi rexiUerec Ciuuu^ »i-*'-'« ".* '** ^^^^ ^^ jj,„i/. 
tack of myriiidfr ui «iudfli•J^ aij'; '"'"^''"'*j',' /,,]/'„., t^m* ol 
oar&ce« atrcsazu will; biuud Tu*'i* *^ *'* .'i ^V-^.' *• «/ ''^■ •»' «» 
wrectchedxiew, azuumr tuuM: lo i^iii*-' *-'*' */ Jf j,„„,jli.»iin^ i»j» 
^foyageur i« expobed^ ui out;*. *«/ /'f •-'«'■ '*"* *V^ ^^ |,, |,\.Mt| 
tile tcotore iofiicied bv tL^sti^ puny *^'*,*i'*'^,t,^^il lii.Hi^li i» 
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encunp, notwithftaxidiiig the TisoniQs and miiateniiittiii^ a»- 
■aulu uf oar felthful tunneolon. the nodfiieft and nnuqaetoes. 
Certainl J the\' were pests, and eharplr did they ocsver to iu 
the moral lewon of man's belplcMD C M ; nnoe. with ail oar 
boasted streng ti i and ddllf we were unable to xepel these fee- 
ble atoms of the cceatkm." — ^P. 134. 

Of the aandflies near the lakes and in die valflyi faa 
g^ea a moat appalling account He njn, 

*' How can I possibly give an idea of the torment we en- 
dured from the saudflies ? As we dired into die confined and 
■offocating cbaams, or waded dnoaeh the doae awmn^ia, tfaer 
rose in dooda, actxially darkening the air : to aee or to nprnr 
was eqoally difikak,' for they rushed at ereiy undefended 
part, and fixed their poisonons fimgs in an inrtant. Our fi»ea 
•trnmed with bkiod, as if leeches had been applied, and 
there was a boniing and irritating pain, foUowed by imme- 
diate inflammatiofi, ^p ^ prodnciac eiddinemi which nlmnat 
drove as mad. ^\lierever we hutedUw^ch the natore of 
the country compelled us to do often, the men, even Ti%Ai»w»m 
threw themselves on their fiioes, and moaned with pain and 
agony ; for the time, I diought the tiny plagnes worse even 
than mnsquetoes." — P. 179. 

Even me Indians have never been able to contrive anj 
means of extirpating these tormenting creatores, or m 
escapiiig from their wounds. Their usual mode is to 
throw ^mselves on thebr fiu»s to the grouod, and to 
scream or moan with pain and agony. Back thought 
of getting rid of them by filling his tent with smcSe, 
which broufi^ to the recoHection of a former attendant 
that die o^cAt^( Franklin) would not destroy a sing^ 
musquetoe. On which Back says, ^ 

" It was the custom of Sir John FranUin never to kill a 
fly ; and, though teased by them beyond ezpreasion, especial^ 
Iv when engaged in taking observations, he would quiedy de- ' 
nst from his work, and padendy blow the half-gomd intrud- 
ers from his hands: ' the world was wide enough for both.' 
This was jocosely remarked uponattfaetimebyAkaitclioand 
the four or five Indians who accompanied him ; but the im- 
pression, it seems, had sunk deep, for on MaufeDy's see- 
ing me fill my tent with smoke, and then throw open the 
fitmt and beat the sides all round with leafy branches, to 
drive out die stupefied pests before I went to rest, he cculd 
not refi-ain from expressing his surprise that I should be so 
unlike the old chief ^ who would not destroy so much as a sin- 
gle muscpietoe."— F. 180. 
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imperative (haying made this discoveiy), to retam to 
Fort Reliance on Slave Lake, there to take up his 
winter quarters ; and here he found the framework 
erected of a convenient house, which, by the assistance 
of numerous workmen which Mr. M^Leod had assem- 
bled, was speedily completed. 

" Oar hall was in a manner filled with invalids and other 
Btupidly-deiected beings, who, seated round the fire, occa- 
picKl themselves in roasting and devouring small bits of 
flieir reindeer garments, which, even when entire, affoid- 
ed them a very insufficient protection against a tempersp 
tore of 102° below the freezing point (70° below zero). 
The &ther torpid and despairing ; the mother with a hollow 
and sepolchrai wail, vainly endeavoring to soothe the infimt 
which, with unceasing moan, clung to her shriveled and ex- 
hausted breast, the passive child gazing vacancy armmd: 
such was one of the many groups that surrounded us."— P. 218. 

Those scenes of misery among the poor natives, for 
want of food and fuel, were more distressing to the 
feeling heart of Back than any privation that c^ild hap- 
pen to himself. The old, the sick, and the miserable 
had heard of him, and were not long in finding their 
way to the house of the white man, to obtain that relief 
from starvation which, in seasons of distress, it would 
be hopeless to seek for among their own countrymen. 

The sufferings of the poor Indians at this period are 
not to be described. ' ** Famine, with her gant and 
bony arm," says Back, ** pursued them at every turn, 
withered their energies, and strewed them lifeless on 
the cold bosom of the snow.'* Nine had fallen victims, 
and others were on the eve of perishing, when the old 
chief Akaitcho came to their relief. 

To add to the distress of Back, he received informa- 
tion that his friend Augustus, the former affectionate 
Esquimaux interpreter, hearing of his being again in the 
country, set out from Hudson's Bay in company with a 
Canadian and an Iroquois ; they lost their way, were 
separated, and poor Augustus fell a sacrifice to famine. 
His remains were found on the barrens not far from the ' 
Rividre k Jean. It appeared that the gallant litde fel- 
low was retracing his steps to the establishment, when, 
either exhausted by suffering and privation, or. caught 
in the midst of an open traverse in one of those terrible 
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-SBOW-storms, which may be almost said to blow throngh 
the frame, he had sunk to rise no more. " Such," says 
Back, ^'was the miserable end of poor Augustus! a 
fiuthful, disinterested, kind-hearted creature, who had 
won the regard, not of myself only, but, I may add, of 
Sir J. Frankfin and Dr. Richardson also, by qualities 
which, wherever found, in the lowest as in the highest 
forms of social life, are the ornament and charm of ha- 
maniQr" — qualities, it must be said, that were found in 
fun vigor in the kind-hearted Back. ** Often," said he, 
on another occasion, ** did I share my own plate with 
the children, whose helpless state and piteous cries 
were peculiarly distressing. Compassion for the full- 
grown may or may not be felt, but that heart must be 
cased in steel which is insensible to the cry of a child 
for food." 

His own party had a full share of the general distress ; 
their rations were deplorably reduced ; but this, how- 
ever, produced no complaining, no sullen or sulky looks 
in the brave fellows he had engaged in England and in \ 
Canada. They had none of those means so skillfully 
emptoyed by Parry on board ship to keep up the spirits 
of the men ; but no objection was raised to the forma* 
tioD of an evening school ; on the contrary, it was con* 
sidered as an amusement, that tended to the munte- 
nance of their cheerful and general good spirits. 

About the middle of April active preparations were 
begun for their intended journey to the sea-coast ; and 
while so employed, a messenger on the 25th of that 
month brought a packet for Back, which contained the 
dnexpected and welcome intelligence of the safety of 
Eloss and his party. The hurry and excitement oi hia 
feelings on the occasion he thus describes : 

" In the fullness of our hearts we assembled together, and 
knmbly offered up our thEmks to that merciful Providence 
^irhich, in the beautiful languaee of Scripture, hath said, * Mine 
own will I bring again, as I aid sometime from the deeps of 
the sea.* The thought of so -wonderful a preservation over- 
powered for a time the common occurrences of life. We had 
just sat down to breakfast ; but our appetite was gone, and 
the day was passed in a feverish state of excitement. Seldom, 
indeed, did my friend Mr. King or I indulge in a libation^ 
but on this joyful occasion economy was forgotten ; a treat 
21 
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was given to the men, and for onnelves the social aympatfaies 
were quickened by a generous bowl of punch." — ^P, 245. 

On the 7th of Jnne, Back, accompanied by Mr. King, 
left Fort Reliiuice, each delighted, as may well be ima- 
nned, in escaping from scenes of suffering and death, 
Srom heart-rending care and vexatious disappointment. 
** Before me," he says, •* were novelty and enterprise ; 
hope, curiosity, and die love of adventure were my com- 
panions ; and even the prospect of difficulties and dan- 
gers to be encountered, with the responsibility insepara- 
ble from coDunand, instead of damping, rather height-* 
ened the enjoyment of the moment.'* On the 28th of 
June the boat was carried over the last portage which 
divides the northern streams from the southern ones, 
into the latter of which she was to be lanched, it being 
the river which he had discovered, the ThletD-ee-choht 
or, as appropriately now named. Back's River, and which 
was to convey them into the Polar Sea. 

A singular remark is here made regarding the tem-> 
perature. About the end of May, just before they set 
out, the weather was sultry, the temperature in the sun 
being 106° ; an extraordinary contrast, he observes, to 
that of the 17th of January, when it was 70° bek)W 
zero ! extremes so much in excess from any recorded, 
that the correctness of the instrument may be doubted. 
They now experienced the weather to be cold, thick, 
and foggy. Chi clearing up, they were overjoyed to dis- 
cover the branching antlers of twenty reindeer on the 
summit of the adjacent hiUs. To see and pursue was 
the work of a moment. 

'* It was a beantlM and interesting sight, for the son shone 
oat, and, lighting up some pmrts, cast others into deeper shade : 
the white ice reflected miUions of dazzling rays; the rapid 
leaped and chafed in little ripples, which melted awav into 
the unruffled sur&ce of the slumbering lake ; alurupt and crag- 
gy rocks frowned on the right; and on Iho left, the brown 
hmdscape receded until it was lost in the distant blue mount- 
ains. The foreground was filled up with the ochre-colored 
lodges of the Indians, contrasting with our own pale tents ; 
and to the whole scene animation was given by the grac^ul 
motions of the unstartled deer, and the treacheions crawling 
of the wary hunters."— P. 307. 
. Mr. M^Leod had assembled some huntersi to return 
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shirerB agunst soxDe pn^trudinE rocka amid the foam and 
fary at the foot of a rapid." lo p«ssing do^Ti one of 
these, where the rrrer was fuS c<f large rucks and bowl- 
ders, the boat was obliged to br lightened : and Back says, 
** I stood on a high rock, with an anxious heart, to see 
her run it. Away they went with the speed of an ar- 
row, and in a moment the foam and rocks hid them from 
my view. I heard what soonded in my ear like a wild 
B>uriek ; I followed with an agitation which may be con- 
ceived, and, to my inexpressible joy, found that the shriek 
was the triumphant whoop of the crew, who had landed 
aafbh' in a small bay below." In short, strong and heavy 
rapids, with falls and whirlpools, kept the men, for eighty 
or ninety miles, in a constant state of exertion and anx- 
iety. 

He gives an instance on one occasion of the consum- 
mate skin of De Charloit, who 

**ran our rickety and shattered canoe down foin* BXMCcetMvti 
rapids, which, under loss able inanagoment, wcjuld hnvts 
vrmrled it, and every body in it, to oortuin diistructuiw. NotJj^ 
ing could exceed tho solf-posseBHirm awl nicety oi iwi'/titMtl 
With which he guided tho frail thing along the uarrrjw Uu» 
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between fhe high wares of the torrent and the retaining eddy. 
A foot in either direction woold have been futal ; bnt with 
the most perfect ease, and, I maj add, elegant and gracefiil 
action, his keen eyes fixed upon the run, he kept her troa to 
her course through all its rapid windings." — ^F. 165. 

At length, however, they reached the last and most 
formidable of rapids ; and here they feU in with a party 
of those treacherous Esquimaux against whom the In- 
dian chief had so urgently cautioned him. He landed, 
and notwithstanding their brandished spears, and yeOs, 
and wild gesticulations, walked up to tliem, calling out 
teyma— peace. In an instant their spears were flung on 
the ground ; and, placing their hands on their breasts, 
they also called out teyma. He made them understand 
they were Kabloonas — Europeans, and not Indians ; and 
he says, ** as they did not, like their neighbors to the 
North, go fhrough the ceremony of rubbing (not pulling) 
noses by way of salutation, I adopted the John Bull fash^ 
ion of shaking each of them heartily by the hand.'* A 
few presents were given to them ; and Back went to 
their tents, introduced himself to their women and chil- 
dren, and had every reason to believe he had obtained 
their confidence. Their numbers, he thinks, were alto- 
gether about thirty-five. 

These good-natured and friendly people were of the 
most essential service to Captain Back ; for information 
being brought to him from die leading man of the boat 
that, so penlous was the cataract now to be passed, no 
boat could descend it, and that the crew were utterly 
unequal to the task of conveying it over the long and 
steep portage — " Taking advantage," he says, ** of the 
good humor of our new acquaintances, I requested them 
to give us a helping hand. The request was cheerfully 
complied with, and, with their assistance, we succeeded 
in carrying the boat below the faD, so that, in reaUty, I 
was indebted to them for getting to the sea at all.*' 

Having parted from the Esquimaux on the 28th of 
July, on the following day they got sight of a lofty head- 
land at a great distance to the north, ap[)arently on the 
eastern side of the river, which they conjectured to bo 
one side of the opening into the sea, and it proved to bo 
«o. To this promontory Back gave the name of V icto- 
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men, benumbed in their fimbs, and dispirited by the 
draaiy and unpromising prospect befiaie them, Imike out 
for a moment into low nmrmnrii^ that tiiieirs was a 
hard and painful duty." 

No one can be surprised that, in such a state of pn- 
Tation and suffering, Back was proTonted from carrying 
into effect, or even undertaking, what had been his inten« 
tion, yiz., that of proceeding coastwise to Point Turn- 
again, to complete the unfinished part left by Frankfin. 
He sent, howerer, a small party to the westward to trace 
the coast, which was all Uiat could be done ; but they 
were only able to foOow die shore about fifteen miles 
with every exertion diey could use and the most severe 
labor, sinking into snow and swampy ground midleg at 
every step. The surface was level, and void of v^eta- 
tion. They found, however, several jneces of drifU 
wood, one of which was nine feet long and nine inches 
in diameter, which the men jocularly called ** a piece of 
the North Pole.** Back was persuaded that the ftct of 
the drift-wood at this point of North America estaUishes 
the continuity of the coast from the mouth of the Mac- 
kenzie River, and of the current which could akme have 
brought it. 

The drift-wood found on the whole of the southern 
coast of the Polar Sea, from Mackenzie's River to Point 
Turn-again, was fuDy ascertained to have been brought 
entirely from the westward, not only fhmi the Macken^ 
zie, but also, as we know from Simpson, down the nu- 
merous rivers falling fit>m the Rocky Mountains ; the 
easteriy current setting through Behrmg's Strait carries 
this drift-timber to the extreme easterly end of the 
American coast. Admiral Krusenstem, in 1823, in re- 
ply to a question put to him on this subject regarding 
two Russian ships that had gone from the coast of Asia 
into the Strait of Behring, writes, ** with respect to the 
currents in these straits, they have been observed con- 
stantly to set on the coast of Asia to the N.W. ; near 
the coast of America, to the N.£. ; and off Icy Cape, 
near which the ships remained four days, due east, at 
the rate of 25 and 30 miles a day." 

The extreme point seen to the northward, on the 
western side of the estuary, Back named Cape Richard- 
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a splendid cascade, which he names Parry's Falls, and 
says it is one of the grandest objects in nature. 

** The color of the water yaried from a very light to a veiy 
daik green ; and the spray, whidi spread a dimnesB above, 
was mrown up in clouds of light «pay* Niagara, Wilber- 
force's Falls in Hood's River, the Mis of Kakabikka near 
Lake Superior, the Swiss or Italian fidls, although they may 
each ' charm the eye with dread,' are not to be oompsured to 
tiiis for splendor or effect. It was the most imposing qiecta- 
cle I haa ever witnessed ; and as its berg-like appearance 
brought to mind associations of another soene, I bestowed 
upon it the name of our celebrated navigator. Sir Edward 
riirry, and called it Parry's Falls."— P. 453. 

As they proceeded, the Indians bron^t them provi- 
moos from time to time ; and the good old chief Akaitcho, 
with his foUowers, though not very successful, was not 
wanting in his contributions. This old friend to Sir 
John Franklin was undergoing the usual course ^^^ch 
old age and weakness inflict on all the Indian chie&. 

** He is no longer the same active and important person 
diat he was in those days ; for, besides the mfirmities that 
lutve crept upon him, he nas grown peevish and fi<^e. His 
once absolute authority is consequently reduced to a shadow ; 
and with the exception of his sons ana his own fondly, he can 
scarcely boast of a single subject or adherent in his summer 
excursions to hunt During winter, however, the dan stiU 
keep together as formerly." — ^F.. 456. 

The Indians believe in the existence of One Great 
Spirit, who rewards the good and punishes die evil- 
doer. Back says, that, speaking with the Camarade de 
Mandeville, a potent Chipewyan chief, regarding the 
due observance of certain moral precepts for his Aiture 
guidance, he listened with most profound attention and 
gravity. Having concluded, he raised his head a little, 
and, with eyes fixed on the floor, said, in a low and 
sdenm tone, ** The chief's words have sunk deep into 
my heart, and I shall often think of them when I am 
alone. It is true that I am ignorant ; but I never lie 
down at night in my lodffe wShout whispering to the 
Great Spirit a prayer for forgiveness, if I have done any 
thing wrong that day.*' Tins heathen may be said to 
^ave had no religion, but his feelings and practice were 
le dictates of a genuine piety. 
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CHAPTER Xra. 
CAPTilH 6B0R6B BiCI. 

1836-37. 

NamUive of an Expedition in H. M. 8. Terror, undertak' 
en njiih a view to Geographical Di9Covery on the Arctic 
Shore*, 

This voyage was recommended by the Royal Geo- 
graphical Society to the colonial secretary, and by him 
to die Lords of the Admiralty. The object of the so- 
ciety was nearly the same as diat on which Captain Ly- 
on had been employed ; and the Admiralty having sup- 
plied a ship, the Terror, furnished him also with instruc- 
tions, the general import of which was, that he should 
proceed in the first instance to Wager River or Repulse 
Bay, as he should find most expedient ; observing, how- 
ever, that, at Salisbury Island, ** you will have to choose 
between the direct and obvious course up Frozen Strait, 
which was performed with apparent ease by the Fury 
and Hecla in 1821, or the more circuitous route by the 
Welcome, which was unsuccessfully attempted by the 
Griper in 1824." Captain Back, having this choice, 
from such high authoritjr — success on the one hand, and 
failure on the other — could scarcely venture to hesitate 
in his decision ; he unfortunately, though naturally 
enough, made choice of the former, or easy route. 
Whichsoever of the two bays, Repulse or Wager, he 
should be able to reach (and neither of them did he 
reach), the Terror was to be left with an officer, to take 
charge of her, and to employ himself in making surveys 
and observations, while the captain, with a large party, 
should cross the intervening land to the eastern shore of 
Prince Regent's Inlet, sending one party to the north as 
far as the Fury and Hecla Strait, and die other to pur- 
sue the continental coast-line to the mouth or estuary 
of Back's River, and its continuation as &r as the Point 
Turn-again of Franklin. These were the objects of the 
voyage, as pointed out by the Geographical Society. 
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On the 14th of Judo, 1836, the Terror left Chatham, 
and on the 28th of July crossed Davis's Strait. On that 
evenmg, when the weather cleared up, Back says, ** We 
observed an enormous iceberg, the perpendicular &ce of 
which was not less than 300 feet high." Enormous in- 
deed : in what depth of water could it be, or had it been 
floating ? The next morning is described as beautifully 
fine, ** the tall ship, with all her sails set, threading her 
graceful way through the masses of ice, upon a sea as 
smooth as an inland lake." A very different scene quickly 
succeeded on approaching that universaliy-Kletested Res- 
olution Island, with its dense fogs and its whiiipools, toss- 
ing about masses of ice, sweeping the ship among them, 
and rendering her utterly unmanageable. Having got 
clear of all the impediments, they proceeded as far as 
the Savage Islands, where an iceberg either toppled over 
or parted with a large mass from its sunmiit ; ** and the 
splash in the water, the foam which succeeded, and the 
fearful rocking of the berg before it again settled upon 
its base, gave us some notion of danger." 

Near Siese islands a fleet of kaiyacks a'nd oomiaks 
hailed them, as usual, with vociferous cries of teyma. 
l^ack i^ves them the same bad character they had re- 
ceived from Lyon and others : *^ The women, in partic- 
ular, were more outrageous than I had ever observed be- 
fore ; for, besides disposing of their garments, which they 
never hesitated to do, more than one actually offered to 
barter their children for a few needles.** A young worn- . 
an, observing that one of the oflicers had not much hair 
on his head, offered to supply him with her own at the 
price of a curtain-ring. These are the same Hudson*s 
Strait Esquimaux which Lyon describes, and from whom 
he obtained carved figures of a dog and bear ; and it is 
remarkable enough to find BafiSn, in the year 1615, re- 
cording that, near the Savage Islands, ** Among the tents 
I found a little bagge, in which was a company of little 
images of men ; one the image of a woman with a child 
at her backe, all the which I brought away."* 

On the 14th of August they feU in with Nottingham 
Island, which is close by Salisbury Island, the place where 
Back's instructions pointed out the two routes for his 
* Barrow's Chronological History of Arctic Voyages. 
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choice ; and mihickfly, as has been said, he pitched upon 
that which was to lead him '* with ease" tlirough the 
Froeen Strait. Their course was now norttiwest ; and 
they proceeded without much difficulty past the Trinity 
Iflluidsy and beyond them as far north as lat. 65° 23\ ana 
opposite to, but some distance from, the opening of Fro- 
zen Strait. The ship was forced toward it throng 
floes of ice, ** boring" as they went along, their object 
being to get near to Southampton Island, sometimet 
beset, and occasionally getting into a lake of water. 

On the 6th of September they were firmly fixed in 
the ice ; and the whole of the officers, ** with axes, ice* 
chisels, handspikes, and long poles, began the laborious 
process of cutting away the sludge that bound the pieces 
together." The weather was thick, and though they 
knew themselves to be near the coast, they could not 
tell precisely whereabout they were, for their compasses 
were not to be trusted. On the evening of the 13th of 
September the Cape Comfort of Baffin bore north-north- 
east, and they were not more than five miles from die 
nearest rocks. Thumped about among hommocs of ice, 
and ** severely nipped," Back says : 

" At this time we appeared to be not more than fonr miles 
finom the land^ which was broken into exposed bays, utterly 
without shelter from the north, and blocked up with close- 
packed ice. Not a pool of water was visible in any direction : 
tq the mercy of Providence alone could we look for rescue 
fix>m our perilous situation. None but those who have expe- 
rienced it can judge of the weariness of heart, the blank of 
feeling, the feverish sickliness of taste, which gets the better 
of ^e whole man under circumstances such as tnese. Not aa 
incident occurred to relieve for a moment the dull monotony 
of our unprofitable detention." — P. 98. 

Half the month of September had now slipped away, 
** and we were held still within sight of the same land, as 
if it were in the grasp of a giant :" a grasp which, fit)m 
this time for eight or ten months to come, was as obsti- 
nately and firmly fixed as that of the Old Man of the Sea 
on the shoulders of Sindbad the Sailor. That same land 
was Cape Comfort, which Back had but too much reason 
to call ** a most inappropriate name ;" for, helpless as the 
ship was, wedged in between blocks of ioe, and driven 
one day on one side and the next on the other of the 
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three or fear ai i f rf it, he had) 
tfiewflinteoMcqaewes. For the whole if Septeobcr, 
hi feet, he wm whirled aboot feaoi Cape Cewi£ivt to 
Cape Bylrfa ad B^fa ^g Ijfepd, Md b ack ig m; ad 
during idi dna whirfiBg hull paid aad fetward^ joat as 
die ^Hod, or Ae earrent, or the tide directed, Ibaa caae 
was afanoat hopeleM. Seeiof the yu w iag perl of faia 
ntoatioii, Capttm Baek took the opinioa of hii oftcen 
a> to die probdbfitj' of any fertber pngreaa I 
that season to Repobe Baf : duir 
tioBt fnmk die espeneo tm cf die tinitj'-fear dnja 
wiiieh die ship had been beaetr was, tinat aajdHDg move 

" "' ; and 



that view waa atterl^ iitipiac.ttMfcle ; and they 
digested die adoption of ' 

event of dieir bei^ obfiged to 
boau for safecj. 

It was now prettjr obfiooa diat diere was bnt amal 
fhmee iar tatj eatmpe firom the ** pmiP iar nine or ton 
mondis to come, and Back dierelbre nMde op hia nind 
to cot a dock in a fefotafale large noe, windi die ice- 
mate told him was die oolj one aofliciendj atrang fer 
die purpose, and diat die Mp wonld be protected aa 
lofig as it held iDgedier. Fortonately, howerssv die 
▼erj next daj a general commotiQii took place, when 
die wlu^ body of ice separated into n^ msisaa, 
tossed into heiqw, or gnwnd into powder, and cmshed 
ererj diing that opposed diem, m^nnje Yiofefldf to die 
westward, direedj op the Frozen Strait; said draa 
ended for a time the prmectod floating dock, die floe 
hairing wholy disappeared ; but odien soon siqipfied its 
place, and the Terror waa as feat as erer, widiont the 
kbor of digging a dock. ^ Thna,''sajs Back, "« ended a 
month of Texatioo, disappointment, and 10000(7, ^ >Be 
personal^ more di str e s sin g and intolerable than die 
worst pressure of the worst evils which had befallen 
me in anj odier expedition.'* 

The mondi of November hafing commenced, it be- 
came necessary to set about a warmiogapparatas fertile 
ship ; but die experiment wocf oOj fitted. They wove 
atiil off Cape Comfort, and so near die shore that dm 
l^ple stroked over the ice to it; and Lieutenant Stan* 
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mere bcon^t at all to^etlier widi Iks fwntinga of i 
.... Rea^nxitf of kiwinf— , a gynni i » ami 
m^ dupoHtiaii, a ipirit of ^ankneai^ a hemitj 
boaid mnmer — iheee ere the tme cfa a iacteiklka of ifae Bnt- 
idi §eeiaea ; and die want of tfaew is leldom compfiMated 
bjr oilier qoalitiea. In oar rem^ and I mention ttda men^ 
lb ihow Ifae diilerenoe of olden and modem thnri lfa< m 
were only dnee or foor in die di^ who coold not write ; all 
lead; tome recited whole pages of poeliy; <itfien sang 
French son^ ; Tet with all this, had ihiey been left to Ifaem- 
■ebres, I Terilj Deheve a more nnsodable, saapici0iia,aad mi- 
comfortable set of people oonld not have beoi fioond. CMi ! 
if the two are inoonmalible, give me thecild Jack Tar, 'idio 
would stand op ibr his ship, and gire his life fer his mess- 
mate."— P. 128, 129. 

The weadier and their sitoatioii were sudi now as to 
bring ereo these reprobates to their aenses : the dier- 
mometer was at — 53^, making the npid extraction of 
heat beyond eodaraoce, and causing the frees to be frost- 
bitten ; and the fireplaces were so ill oontrired as to af- 
ford no sahitaiy heat; they created, moreorer, ^ a fetid 
and impore atmosphere, that lorked in the lower parti 
<if the deck:** all the while the Terror was tossing abont 
<m a field of ice, twehre or fourteen miles to the east- 
ward of that detestable Cape Comfbrt. Under sucli 
comforts, the want of cheerfulness among soch persons 
is not to be wondered at ; but it may also have ansen, as 
Back suggests, from their never having been subject to 
the salutary influence of naval discipline. ** It was in 
vain,** he says, ** we endeavored to lead them into the 
niHholesome habit of amusing themselves with games or 
dancing, to cheer their spirits, and while away the long 
hours of our winter evenings.'* 

On the llth of January they found the Terror had 
been carried upon her ice-wagon to within three miles 
of Ridge Cliff, which would appear to be at the entrance 
of Stanley Harbor, about thirty mfles to the southward 
of the interminable Cape Comfort. In February the 
cold was intense ; the tbermometor descended to — M^ ; 
several were on the sick-list, and Mr. Donaldson, a gun- 
ner, who had served with Parry, died. Well might 
Bock begin (o feel uncomfortable : '' the eig^t mimtlis 
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out encumbrance, could have reached it.*' On the 20th 
of February the whde of the ice was again in motion, 
and separated itself entirety from the starboard side of 
the ship, throwing down and carrying away these em- 
bankments, galleries, and walls of snow which had been 
erected for tiieir convenience, exercise, and amusement ; 
**■ some of the galleries," says Back, ** were now floating 
in the water, looking like tunnels. To find ourselves at 
freedom to move would, two months later, have been the 
sununit of our wishes ; but now we saw it with reluct^ 
ance, as it only mocked us with a hope which could not 
be realized, while it mvolved us in immediate peril." 
The ship, however, was now in the water, and subject 
to the nips and rubs of the masses, which are stated to 
have returned agunst her with accumulated force, and 
**■ to make her crack fore and aft with hideous creaking, 
that for some seconds held us in suspense for the result." 

It would appear, however, from the continued crack- 
ing of the ship when the ice was still, and from her be- 
ing lifted bodily, in one of these commotions, ei^teen 
inches, that she had still the base of the floe to rest upon ; 
and though frequently ** squeezed" and repeatedly 
** nipped," she was at intervals jerked up " from the 
pressure underneath, with a groan each time frt>m tiie 
woodwork." The enduring Terror continued day after 
day to receive this kind of treatment without any in- 
creasing leakage, which seemed to prove she was still 
out of the water ; this was made manifest on the 1st of 
March, when ** she became so hampered with ice un- 
derneath, that the remainder of the floe, on either side, 
moved about eight or ten feet ahead, leaving the ship 
fixed m the midst, and wedged up in every direction :" a 
novelty which, it is said, strangety puzzled the Green- 
land men. 

In this way, with continual convulsive cracks and omi- 
nous tremblings, thus wedged in, the Terror was borne 
away in the midist of the ocean, Heaven knows where, 
for none on board could know, from the prevufine fogs 
and trustiess compasses, till the 11th of March, when a 
little respite was afforded by the fineness of the day, 
which induced some of the men to amuse themselves by 
cutting figures of houses, forts, vessels, and men and 
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DomiDsted Mount TStMmat, die finllifiil compaiikiii of our 
wanderingB from Cape Bylot to tfab spot, itaiich and imdiakpn 
amid the crash azid ruin which had Mnroonded it — when this 
too departed, and became lost and nndistin^ishable among 
other peaks and hommocs, what coold we look for bat an ot- 
ter desolation of all the parte of onr system t" — ^F. 304. 

Still they remaioed firm as a rock : die sides of the 
icy cradle had departed, hot the foundation remained, 
and carried its burden along with it at pleasure. On 
die 10th of ApriU being near Sir James Gordon's Bay, 
which is close to Sea-horse Point, tfaey were met by 
rising waves of ice roDins their burdens toward the ship. 
** One had reared itself thirty feet on our inner floe- 
piece, which, strong as it was, gave way under the ac- 
cumulated wei^t ; and a mass of several tons being 
thus upturned and added to the original bulk, the whole 
bore down slowly upon our quarter.*' 

" The ship herself was high out of the water, on the ice, 
but this overtopped her like a tower. Mean time we were 
getting nearer and nearer to the Iand4ce : large rents were 
showing themselves in the ice, at right an^es on each side of 
the fore chains; the ship, unable to right heraelf^ began to 
complain, and the scene every moment became more dark and 
threatening. Extra porchases were fixed to the pomps; the 
hands were tamed op ; the sick provided for ; and, though 
nothing efiectoal coold be done for oar preservation, tbe at- 
tention of the men was occupied in hoistmg two of the boats 
higher up. . . . What the result of that night mig^t have beoi 
it IS impossible to say, and painful to contemplate, had not an 
overruling Providence mercifiilly averted the crisis, by sud- 
denly, and at the moment of the greatest peril, arresting the 
tumult."— P. 313. 

On the 21st tiiey were still off Sea-horse Point, but 
on the 23d found themselves twelve or fifteen mOes 
from it, the ship's head pomting toward Mill Islands. 
In this new posture of affairs, Back says, ** it was 
deemed expedient immediately to refit, as far as could 
be conveniently done." The sails, which had for so 
many months been useless, were put in order, the ship 
was scoured, and the provisions and other articles were 
brought on deck, ready, in case of need, to be restowed. 
On diis day anotlier death occurred, after a fingering 
disease, in the person of Alexander Young, a marine. 

From the 10th of May till the 7tfa of June the ice 
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of ice, after a previous month^s seyere exertions on the 
part of the officers and men to extncato her, so long as 
sails and warps were of any avail — such a case, it may 
confident^ be repeated, has no parallel. To pass a 
winter among ice ^ a ship firmly fixed in a haiix>r or 
dose to the shore, quietly and without hard labor on the 
part of the men, aiid with all their comforts about them, 
has not been found disagreeable ; but to winter in a ship 
which for ton long months was tossed about amid inter- 
minable ice in the wide ocean, always in motion, and 
unceasing^ threatened to be crushed to atoms, when 
every soul on board must inevitabty have perished — such 
a case can not be contemplated without the strongest 
feelings of compassion for the helpless sufferers. And 
it is highly creditable and most praiseworthy to officers 
and men, and more particularly to the former, that by 
their steady and unrepining conduct they prevented de- 
spondency from seizing upon the minds of the latter. 
The tranquillity and constant good humor, not to say 
cheerfulness, of Captain Back, and the unremitting ex- 
ertions of Lieutenant (now Captain) Smyth, are above 
an praise. 

Nothing now was left but to get home as speedily as 
they could with the ** crazy, broken, and leaky" Terror, 
which they succeeded in bringing safely to Lough 
Swilly. ** Thus ended," says Captain Back, " an expe- 
dition from which, had it been permitted to reach its 
port of disembarcation, it was reasonable to expect the 
fun accomplishment of its objects. Uncontrallable cir- 
cumstances prevented it. The problem itself which it 
was intended to solve remains unaltered." Not quite 
80. In the two years foUowing, the principal part of it 
was solved by two officers of tlie Hudson's Bay Com- 
pany. Captain Back says tiiat the season was so had 
that the Hudson's Bay ship of tiiat year was obliged to 
return without completing her voyage. It is to be 
hoped, however, that after the harassing cUfficulties ex- 
perienced by Sir Edward Parry, and the failure of Cap- 
tun George Lyon, and that now by Sir George Back, 
no farther attempt win ever be made where Cape Com- 
fort and the Frozen Strait are concerned. 

Captain Back's character is weU known, but a short 
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C9DRR«i "Stt imjj XL Im>^. iu lii$ tliinocMiili \ r«! »\i'. ts«»iNl 
tee Ar*C2n»i- The ftillowiii^ y«»ai \\v \\hA \\uk\\ Khu- 
. "iie n«si m* S|»iL ; on diio ikvunu^u l>r ^ «« 
le ■■Trh. which was cHpturtHl« hut luii imnl Iu)i%«\h 
VOL q£ eichxeen were killei) nr iiioiinUx n\ «»uii.)c«,|. 
Back was *exit a prisouer to Venhiii, i*ii"lii> ivW\««« 
in I?I-ft he joined the AU»ar, >vhich wnsi noui lo ib^ 
North American station, and ou coiiiiiii* houii^, i\S'«m^^ 
die flag of Sir Byaiu Martin, ami >Mi!i unit lo ih«k 
Scheldt. In lrl6 he posAtMl hi« oxaiimmihui, ni»J %\im 
appoin te d Adminltr luidshipniaii of 1)10 liuhx*!^, au«| 
m 161? Admiralty midshipman of tlio Titnil, \iiiilor ik\^ 
command of Lieutenant Franklin. T\h* hUkiw luj^ \«^Mr 
he agftin joined his friend Lieut(*imut KrAiikliu. \\ lio \h«ui 
about to proceed to the coaitt of iJie l\ilur Sen. \^li«»i^ 
his character for talent, activity, aiM exoniou was ful(y 
establiahed, and his humanity' diM)ilu> ed liy kauiii* ilm 
lires of the whole party, at tlu« expo nan of (;i«tai |k«\r- 
aooal auffering. On his rotuni he wum pixmuhIkhI io ihi* 
rank of lieutenant, joine<l tiiu Seii-home, aiul wa« m^\\\ m 
Gibraltar, then to the West Indies, llenntula, ami Lis- 
bon ; from the last he returmnl to join hia fvieiul Krmik- 
lin, as lieutenant on his si^uid eximdiiioii, m lhv)A| 
came back in 1827, and was niailo coiuniuuilar. Ilaiiia 
abroad for the recovery uf his liealtli, and haviiii; loarittiil 
that Captain Boss and his nephew liad not been lieaixl 
of, he returned home, ami by his own exertioUM, hii4 
the recommendation of Uio Koyal (hnk^niphioal SiH^iely 
to Lord Goderich, was appointed t^i proceed thmmiiil 
North America to tlio eusturn portion of the eoust of 
the Polar Sea. The abstract of liis jonrnal has tieen da- 
scribed. He retunied in 18^5, and was promoted Iu Um 
rank of captain. In 1H3G tlie Admiralty decideil that au 
expedition should be sont to Wager Kiver or Kepulsit 
Bay, and Back, as we havo just seen, was upimiiited ti» 
the command of IL M. S. Terror; and on his return 
from this disastrous voyage he received the houor_ of 
knighthood* 
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CHAPTER XIV. 
II8CBIIAHE0U8. 

1. Narrative of a Second Voyage im Search of a Norfkwett 
PasMage, and of a Rendence in ike Arctic Regione dw 
ring the Yean 1829<30-31-32.33. By Sir JoHir Ross, C.B., 
K.S.A., K.C.S., &c., &c.y Captain in the Boyal Navy. 

2. Report from Select Committee on ike Expedition to the 
Arctic SeoB, commanded by Captain John Ro*g, R.N. 
Ordered bj the House of Canunoofl to be printed, 28th of 
Aprii, 1834. 

3. Narrative of the Discoveries on ike Nortk Coasi of Amer- 
ica during ike Years 1836-39. By Thomas Simpsok, Esq. 

Hatin e put OQ record the titie of the narrative of this 
second Toyage, together ¥rith the mnhi&rioiu personal 
distinctions, &c., any farther notice of the ** Narrative" 
of Captain John Ross (as he is simply described in the 
Report of the Select Committee) will be dispensed with, 
mainly for the reason that the ** second voyage" was a 
private speculation, not authorized by any bram^ of the 

Svemment, and that the report of a conmuttee of the 
ouse oi Commons precedied its pnUication; it may 
therefore be supposed to contain th^ substance oi the 
most material points in the '* Narrative," and on that ac- 
count the only notice of it will be confined to the pro- 
ceedings of this committee. 

Besides, the title>page of the book gives no encourage- 
ment for one to look into it, especially one who was using 
his best endeavors to promote expeditions for the search 
of a Aorthwest passage, which Captain John Ross repu- 
diates, thou^ with his usual consistency, he announces 
his book to be the »» Narrative of a Voyage in Search of a 
Northwest Passage." And this he still announces after 
the following questions and his answers, on examination 
before the committee, had been published : 

" Do you conceive that any &rther attempt to discover the 
Northwest Passage would be attended with great dangwf" 

Captain Boss says, ^* I do." 
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, -wooLd it be atscBded widi aatj pdbitio 

- 1 bcii et e it -mvn^ be ttseriw tkseUss." 

A £Dtibcr qfowtioo muht here properir eoMt^ hiiv» 
been pou bat wss doc : - Then why did you s^> iu MMurvk 
cf s thin^ ao ntterij u sel ca s. and anetided with m> much 
dmeerf^ And now (haring assigned reaMos for vtH 
meMlmg widi the ^ Narratrre**) to proceed. It b wA 
tibe bnniieai of aoy one to search into the real otnect that 
eonU hare iodnced a c^>tain of the navy to take the cuuh 
mand of a merchant ship, without a commiasioiu without 
official iofltmetioDs, and without any authority but nuch 
as is g^en to the skipper of a trading; Tesael, or to in- 
qnira into the motives that could actuate a weahhy spir- 
it-distiiBBr to supply c£l 7,000 for the outfit of the aakl 
TeneL It may perhaps, at first, have worn the ap- 
pearance, from the profound secrecy with which it was 
desired Inr the contributor to be conducted, of having 
originated in the prospect of being a promising specula- 
tion ; and so indeed it turned out, notwithsttmding tho 
most disconraginf outset, and the distressing circumstan- 
ees that attended the execution of the voyage ; for it 
was entir^y owing to the latter that the projector of it 
locehred a grant of money beyond his outlay, and tha 
proprietor, if he may be so called, received fur the mon- 
ey he advanced the grant of a distinguished honor: thua 
it is to be hoped that the expectations of both have been 
satisfied; nor will they be considered by any one as mis- 
placed, the one being a remuneration for his long suffer- 
ings and anxieties, the other for his disinterested and 
munificent generosity. 

The history of the undertaking is a short one, and told 
by the parties themselves to the committee moved for 
by Mr. Cutler Fergusson, a Scoteh member of Parlia- 
ment, the object being to obtain for Captain Ross the 
sum of <£5000 as a compensation for the expenses in- 
curred by him, amounting to between c£2000 and o63000, 
and in consideration, it may be supposed, of his suffer- 
ings : a sum which would at once have boon awarded by 
the House of Commons, and thus liave s[)ared a great 
deal of nonsense in the committee, as will be soon in tho 
few extracts that will here be produced* We have, 
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first, the history of the expedition, which is doubtless 
the true one. 

Captain Ross examined : 

" What was the inducement to 70a to nndertake this last 
expedition f 

"When his majesty became lord-high^dmiral I sent in 
my propositions, and afterward again to Lord Melville, when 
he became again first lord of the Admiralty: I received an 
answer that they did not intend to porsne it any more. 

" What was the cost of the expecution ? 

<<The cost of the expedition was £17,000 to Mr. Booth 
and £3000 to me. 

- ** Did yonr men express themselves satisfied with what had 
been done to them by the Admiralty ? 

'' Every one of them ; they all rejoiced that the Admiral^ 
had behaved so well to them." [The Admiral^ gave them 
double fall-pay till they abandoned the ship, ana fml pay af- 
terward, in all £4580.] 

Mr. Felix Booth examined : 

** Perhaps yon will have no objection to state the drcnm- 
Mances which induced yon first to nndertake the charge of 
the enterprise which Captain Boss commanded? 

'' Not m the least. I had known Captain Boss for some 
years, and I undertook it for the credit of the country and to 
serve Captain Boss, thinking that he was slighted in bis for- 
mer expedition ; that there was a cloud hanging over him, and 
that he was anxious of an opportunity of going out again. I 
■felt interested that all discoveries should be made by our 
countrymen. He said he should very much like to go but 
jigain, and thought he could do it at a fonall expense. I said, 
' Well, then, put down, and let me see what you call a small 
expense.' He afterward brought me a paper, making it about 
£10,000. I said, 'Well, I should have no objection to ad- 
vance £ 10,000, if that would be the utmost sum reouired ;' 
but I said, ' I will not engage in it, because there is j& 20,000 
reward for any person who shall discover the passage, and it 
would look very much as though I had an object in view.' 

"About a twelvemonth after he came to me, and said, 
* Now it is all over; the reward is done away with.' I then 
said I was ^lad of it, and if he wanted assistance I was will- 
ing to give It ; he was amazingly delighted : on which I told 
him, * I will assist you, but remember it must be in the ut- 
most confidence, and I will not do any thing that is inimical to 
government.* 

** In the event of Parliament voting any money to Captain 
.«Bo8s, have you any expectation of receiving any portion of it ? 
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•8 she could stow, after which the heap is said to have 
been scarcely diminished. There is some reason to be- 
fieve that this precious deposit of stores was one great 
cause of Ross having taken this route, though he told the 
committee it was in search of what had been agitated the 
kst 200 years, and also that the oliject was to decide 
whether there was that passage, to which Captains Par- 
ly and Franklin had devoted their attention. But he 
meorover told the conunittee, ** I should not have been 
justified in going if I had not known that the stores of 
the Fuiy were in Prince Regent's Inlet." He knew 
of what they consisted from Parry, and mig^ p«iiaps, 
have been in possession of an invoice of die whde, 
amounting, it is said, to three years' consumption- 

By the end of September the YictofY reached a har- 
bor on the southeast comer of the land which she had 
been coasting, and to which, out of gratitude, Ross gave 
the name of Boothia ; but die northern part of this coast, 
for about a hundred miles, had been named by Captain 
Pany North Somerset, and it was about two hundred 
more to the harbor, to which was given the name oi 
Felix. Here the Victory was firoseen up for the winter, 
and remained &st bound up just twelve months. 

This is all stated before the committee, a portion of 
whose proceedings foUows. But, in the first jdace, it 
may be right to point out that the conunittee, in thebr 
report, have been grossly misled in stating, among the 
areat public services which Ross has perrormed, ^^ the 
demonstration that one passage, which had been consid^ 
ered by preceding navigators to be one of the most like- 
ly to lead from the Atlantic to the Pacific Ocean, eloes 
not exisV^ Now what was this demonstration 1 They 
had asked him if he conceived he had ascertained the 
&ct that no practicable communication existed between 
the Atlantic and Pacific Ocean, and he replies, ** Posi- 
tively to the southward of the 74th degree :" and he fiu> 
ther takes occasion to teU them, ** We established Leo- 
pold's Island to be the northeast point of America:" hi 
other words, no communication exists between the west- 
em and the eastern seas to the southward of that point ; 
and his demonstration, or positive proof, is thus broug^ 
out. 
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and south. Those isthmtues in tlie Red Sea and Med- 
iterranean are utteriy unintelligible ; and those of Boodi- 
ia and Darien are calculated to put one in mind of the 
rivers of Monmouth and Macedon. There is an Isthmus 
of Darien and an Isthmus of Boothia, ** and there is thir- 
teen feet water at both ;" the thirteen feet appears very 
much to have been borrowed from Mr. Lloyd's *♦ Darien.*' 
The examiner would seem not yet to have been satisfied 
with the process of the theodolite and the hole in the 
ice ; he should have inquired what was the result of the 
hole ; did it, like one of the Geysers of Iceland, throw 
up a jet of thirteen feet, not of hot, but salt water ? 

Commander James Ross was asked^ 

** Are yon aware of the fact, that the two seas right and 
left of the iflthmus which connects Boothia with the continent 
of America are of different altitudes ? 

** No, I am not ; nor had we the means of ascertaining the 
fiict with accuracy ; it would take at least two or three months 
to ascertain it with the accuracy such an observation would 
require. 

** You have no reason to suppose such a thing 7 

" None whatever. No ; / never heard of it HU this nuh 
ment. 

** Has Captain Boss never told you that he had ascertained 
thattobe the fact? 

** Captain Boss may have made observations which have 
satisfied his mind ; but I doubt whether he can have made 
observations that would satisfy the minds of those who may 
investigate the matter/' 

So much for Captain Ross's ** demonstration " of the 
water-built wall, 13 feet high, extending from Booth- 
ia to the North Pole, and his joining Boothia to North 
America ; yet he satisfied the committee, as appears by 
their report, that a passage south of Boothia does not eX" 
ist. But the committee and Ross also shall be satisfied, 
before this chapter closes, that not only is there no such 
junction, but that they are completely divided by a navi- 
^ble strait, ten miles wide and upward, lea(ung past 
Back's Estuary and into the gulf, of which the proper 
name is Akkoolee, not Boothia ; and, moreover, that the 
two seas flow as freely into each other as Lancaster 
Sound does into the Polar Sea, and are, of course, on the 
tame level. 
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tiie Nortiiwvsst Vmamffe' wvoftj Imp ivit ikajTrnTurrr «»i» it 
giiiii—fiil> woi&ld be Gcaerfr mewiKw * 
Ro88WWHbed: 

"TIk kidkaiMiv tiamt ««bv ivikd apoa ia ^be bipp>WMi[ 
of iheae Tmascs of dfisnnnffy. »» to Scmliaf to tW Kwa clm wii i 
that a pwigemigh; be fcoEki. faax>p toiia!lT &a«ii t 

**Tfciey hro been totally d M fg v tw L " 

Commaiider James Ross : 

" What was joor experience in fcrmer tdt«s<w f 

" I bad been in fire former expeditioos. and bai biwtt <Nfe> 
gaged about ten vean in tboae aeaft. 

^ Did yon, in &ct. aooompany all tbe preceding Arctw «(> 
peditions sent to those seas on ^ifoovery f 

"I aooompanied all tbe recent ezpeditioiM Mnl to thw 
seas on disooTery. 

" On bow many of tfaem had Captain Bom been T 

" Only on the firsL 

" How many sommers have yon passed on those mmT 

" Foorteen Bammen, and eight winters. 

"Yon do not think the voyage has funushed any concluikMl 
against the existence of a noruwest passa^ t > 

" No ; it has made it still more certain than it was bi4lMra 
that a northwest passage must exist. 

'' Upon what observations made in the last voyage do yuu 
ground that opinion ? 

'' From the additional portion of the ouUiiio of the CHiuti* 
nent of America explored on this occasion, on the easU^ra 
coast of America, and the western coast of Boothia. 

** Do you believe that it would be praotioablo to go through 
fliat northwestern passage ? 

** There is no question that it would be much more tHUty 
now that we are acquainted with the nature of tlio furmatkm 
of the continent of America." 

Captain Franeb Beaufort examined : 

''Has the voyage undertaken by Captain Rom, hi y(»ur 
opinion, been equfS in importance, with respect to tlm t\\\ti%' 
tion of the northwest passage, with previous voyagM uuUt1^ 
taken for the purpose of ascertaining it 7 

** I do not know how to shape an answer to that qttuMiimii 
unless by measuring the number of miles diicoverdd In onub 
voyage. 



852 Ascnc yotagbs. 

** Do yoa comdder that the olosin^ op of Prince Regent's 
Inlet narrows the range within which a northwest passage 
may be found within a short compass 7 

" It only narrows it by one of tne openings. 

" Does It narrow the opening to something above 74 de- 
grees north latitude f 

** There are several openings bom the end of Lancaster 
Sound. Prince Besent's Inlet was one ci than : by closing 
that, he has removed one of tiie probable means of getting to 
the westward ; but there are three still open. 

" Will you specify their names T 

** One is going out by the Wellin^n Channel to the north- 
west; anomer proceeding by Melville Island; and the third 
would be by getting to tne southwest after passing the cape, 
which Captain Ross tuppotet [asserts] to be the northern ex- 
treme of America, towiud the shore laid down by Franklin 
and Richardson. 

" Do you consider that the closing of the most southerly 
outlet closes that supposed to be most likely to be practicable 7 

** No ; for that is not the route I should, have taken if em- 
ployed on that service." 

Nothing farther need be said on Captain Koss's opin- 
ions regarding a northwest passage ; but as Commander 
James Ross is the officer who did aU that was done, or 
conld be done, and appears not to have been treated on 
this committee as he ought to have been, it may bo 
proper to state, briefly, an outline of what he did on this 
voyage, in addition to what has been said of him at the 
conclusion of Parry's " Polar Voy^e." 

The first year after reaching Felix Harbor, Com- 
mander Ross made five or six journeys from the ship, 
of about a month to ten days or a fortaigjbt each. On 
the first he discovered and crossed the Isthmus of 
Boothia, which joins it to a peninsula. On a future 
journey he ascertained it to be fifteen miles in width, 
with a lake in the center, and five miles of land. To a 
question of the committee as to what part he took in the* 
geographical discoveries made, his reply was, **The 
whole extent of geographical discovery is perhaps be- 
tween 600 and 700 miles of new land ; out afthat prob- 
ably about 260 miles were discovered in the ship as she 
proceeded down the coast ; the remaining 400 or 500 
were discovered by myself, with parties of three or 
four men detached from the ship — expeditions that 
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were severally idaxmed and conducted by myself.** He 
idso stated, in reply to farther questions, that obser?a- 
tSoDs in geology, natural history, and botany, with tlie 
collecting of specimens, were made by himself, he being 
&e only person who at all understood the nature of 
those subjects. He is then asked if he personally made 
the obsenrations from which he inferred that he had 
discovered the true position of the magnetic pole. '* I 
did," he says, ** for two years previous to the time I 
went to the magnetic pole. I was engaged in observa- 
tions necessary to determine its exact position ; having 
ascertained that spot, I then conducted a party to the 
point so determined, and there I made a series of ob- 
servations by which I ascertained that to be the exact 
position of the magnetic pole.'* 

It must be considered most ungenerous, on the part 
of Captain Ross, to detract, as he does in his examina- 
tion, firom the merit of his nephew, who alone deserves 
the credit of having fixed the point, as near as is capable 
of being done, of the Western Magnetic Pole. In his 
aoBwers to the committee he never once considers Com- 
mander Ross as the sole discoverer, but would make it 
appear that every thing was done in his presence, and 
with his co-operation : thus, for instance, he says, ** we 
were in a position where the compass had no power of 
traversing— -by continuing our observations we arrived at 
the spot — we passed round itr— whichever way we passed 
It, as we passed round it, the compass turned toward it 
horizontdly.*' The truth, however, was elicited at last. 

** How near were you yourtelf to the point of the Magnet- 
ic Pole 7 

** I suppose I was vrixHom forty miles" 
And this, then, must have been the distance at which 
we were walking round it. The conunittee might have 
had the sagacity to ask him how long it took him to 
walk round the circuit of one hundred and twenty miles. 
They did ask him another kind of question : 

" Within what area do you conceive you have reduced the 
citoation of it? 

" One mile." 

The same question being put to Captain Beaufort, he 
replies, ** There can be no specific or precise point to 
23 Go 2 
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^x the situation of the Magnetic Pole within a degree 
or half a degree." 

It was a general belief at the time, that, had Captain 
Koss's conduct before the committee been of a contrary 
tendency, the committee would have been disposed to 
have recommended for his nephew, what he ridily de- 
served, some pecuniary rewaid, as compensation for his 
losses, which amounted to d£300 or <3£400. Every thing, 
in fact, in this iO-advised expedition, rested on the talent 
and activity of the conmiander : it is not dear, indeed, 
that the lives of the whole party did not depend on him. 
The conmiittee ask him : 

** Had you an opportonity of personal participation in any 
specific service to the expedition, by which you consider that 
^e lives of the people were preserved V* 

He modestly replies, 

<^ I do not know whether I should quite say I had ; but 
certainly it was essential to the safety of the people that I 
should leave them on one occasion. Accompanied by two 
of the strongest of the party, I advanced toin^urd the Fury's 
stores, to see whether l£ey were there or not ; ibr, had they 

{^one there without finding the provisions, the whole, or near- 
y the whole, party must have perished ; but by my going 
and returning vdth a supply of provisions, I enabled them to 
reach the Fury's stores." 

Captain Ross should have been the last person to 
throw any impediment in the way of remuneration to 
his nephew. He and his crew were ami^y rewarded 
in money, and himself in money and in honors; the 
former was very properly bestowed, for his boldly en- 
gaging in so haza^ous, though ill-advised an enterprise, 
for the sufferings of himself and party, and for the long- 
continued anxiety, which money can only poorly re- 
ward : of the latter no one will envy him ; a few foreign 
princes may think themselves flattered by having their 
names dotted along the coast-line of a thing called a 
chart, but the King of England's family are not so eaaHj 
captivated by baits of this kind. Captain Beaufort says, 
*^ Captain Ross brought to me a chart to prepare for the 
king, which I did, and returned it to him ; and there is 
no copy of it left in the Hydrographical Office :" and 
as Captain Beaufort makes no description of it, neither 
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wiD any be made here ; the less that is said of it the 
better. The hoDors, however, have beoD careful]^ pre* 
served, and copied into a certain repository* for general 
information, as follow : 

" Bobs, Captain Sir John, entered the navy in 1790 ; fifteen 
years a midshipman; seven years a Ueutenant; seven yean 
a commander ; became a post-captain in 1818 ; received na« 
merous marks of public approbation in coTueqtience of his 
Arctic Expeditions ; was made a Commander of the Sword 
of Sweden; a Knight of the Second Class of St Anne of 
Frossia (in diamonds) ; Second Class of the Legion of Hon- 
or ; Second Class of the Red Eagle of Pmssia ; Second Cla« 
of Leopold of Belgium ; gold medals from the Geographical 
Society of London, the Geographical Institute of Fans, the 
Royal Societies of Sweden, Austria, Denmark, &c. ; the fre^ 
dom of the cities of London, Liverpool, Bristol, Hull, &o. ; 
six gold snuffboxes from Russia, Holland, Denmark, AustriSt 
London, and Baden ; a sword valued at £ 100 from the PatK 
riotic Fund ; a sword, value £200, from the King of Sweden« 
for service in the Baltic and White Sea, &c. ; and numenms 
other acknowledgments of his eminent services in the expedi- 
tion to Baffin's Bay in 1818, and his discovery of Boothia Fe- 
lix and the North Magnetic Pole ! Is now consul at Stock* 
holm, to which office he was appointed in 1838." 

Frankhn, Parry, James Ross, and Richardson, be 
contented with your simple knighthood, assured that 
you have no occasion to covet any of the numerous hon- 
ors and et ceteras carefully registered in Mr. Dodd's list, 
and knowing that your merits are enrolled elsewhere. 

The result of aJl the nonsense about isthmuses f the- 
odohtes, and holes in the ice, and the absurdities to 
which they gave rise, have been completely quashed bj 
the persevering and energetic labors of Messrs. Deasa 
and Simpson, two officers of the Hudson's Bay Com- 
pany : their extensive discoveries are contained in s 
small volume, which carries with it the stamp of troth 
and modesty, f These gentlemen have surveyed the 
remainder of the western part of the coast, left by 
Franklin, from his Return Reef to Cape Barrow; again, 
from Point Turn-again to the eastward^ as far as the 

* Dodd'8 Peerage, Baronetaee, and Kniglita^f^, Sui, 

t Narratire of t&e Diacoreriea oo the North CoMt of Anurlra, ^^wtod 
by the OflBcera of the HucUon'fl Bay dnnpmij, donnf ttw j*^n 1*9^ 
1839. By Thomas Simpaon, Eaq. 
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Oulf of Akkoolee ; to tiiis latter ^cfiHoD &e notice here 
taken must be confined. 

In July, 1839, they entered the Coronation Gxilf for 
the second time with their two boats, passed Ca|)e 
Turn-again^ and, firom a point on the continent of Amer* 
ica to the eastward of Turn-again, they thence observed 
to the northward a large tract oif land, to which they 
gave the name of Victoria, either joining with, or sepa- 
rated by a strait from, Wollaston Land. On their re- 
turn they traced the coast of Victoria for about eleven 
degrees of longitude. From Cape Alexander, the south- 
em coast of the Polar Sea trended southemly to a large 
bay crowded with islands, which they called Labyrinth 
Bay, opposite to which was Melbourne Island, iofwer 
down the coast, in latitude 58^, was Sir Guy Campbell's 
Bay, into which £]lice River poured its waters — a stream 
described as much larger thfm Copper Mine River; the 
bordering country consisting of green flats, little lakes, 
and knotty knoHs. This coast still descended to the 
southward, Ogden Bay being the lowest, in latitude 67^ 
36', k)ngitude 101° 16'. 

On the 10th of August they found the American coast 
trending to the northeastward, and ** proceeded afl day 
among islands, so that some of the party began to vp^ 
prehend we had lost the continent altogether." In the 
evening, however, the rapid rush of uie tide and the 
position of Back's River ** left no kmger any room te 
doubt the neighboriiood of an open sea." But Mr. 
Simpson says, ** I candidly acknowledge that we were 
not prepared to find so southerly a strait leading to the 
estuaiy of the Great Fish River (Back's), but rather 
expected first to double Cape Felix of Commander 
James Ross, toward which the coast had been latterly 
trending." Their object had been to proceed northeify 
as far as Cape Felix, and they continued in a directi(m 
along the coast which would have led them to it ; but, 
on finding a separation by their newly-discovered strait 
leading to the eastward, they entered by doubling the 
southern point of it, which they call Geddes ; they pro- 
ceeded along that coast, on a point of which Sin^son 
landed, and found that to be Back's Point OgU. They 
entered the estuary, passed Point Pechell, and ascended 
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wmtherdy to Montreal Island, on which Aey landed 
near the spot where Back had encamped ; and under 
the guidance of M*Kay (one of Back's men), they dia- 
covered among the rocks a deposit of bags of penunican, 
chocfdate, canisters of gunpowder, and percussion caps. 
The pemmican is said to have been ** literally dUve^^ 
and the chocolate rotten. Some minor articles were 
taken possession of by the two leaders, ** as memoriak 
of our having breakfasted on the identical spot where 
the tent of our gallant, though less successful, precursor 
stood that very day five years before.'' They had thus 
determined the northern limits of America to the weH^ 
tDord as far as Back's Estuary ; it still remained a ques- 
tion whether some part of Boothia might not be united 
to the continent on the eastern side of the estuary* 
Doubling, therefore, its eastern promontory, they passed 
a point of the continent which they named Cape Britan- 
nia, and another called Cape Selkirk ; and proceeding 
toward some islands in the Oulf of Akkoolee, so far as to 
satisfy themselves that they were to the eastward of any 
part of Boothia, they began to consider that the time m 
the year made their return expedient. Whereupon they 
commenced preparing their boats at this their farthest 
advance, and took the same route back, with this differ- 
ence, that in passing Simpson's new strait they now 
coasted it on the northern side, and designated the west- 
em entrance cape, on that side, by the name of Herschel, 
where they erected a cairn, with the date 26th of Au- 
gust, 1839. The strait was there ton miles in width, 
and much more at the entrance near to Back's Estuary; 
at one place, about the middle, it was only three milea, 
and its depth from thirteen to sixteen fathoms. 

Mr. Simpson gives some observations on the dtp of 
the magnetic needle. He says, when the Magnetic 
Fcle bore from them N. 7^ E. 105 miles, the dip was 
89^ 29' 33" ; when N.N.E. 90 miles, it was 89^ 28' 45"; 
tnd \idien off Cape Britannia, it had decreased to 89° 
16' 40", »* as might have been expected from our in- 
creasing distance from the Magnetic Pole.*' 

On &eir return along the coast of America, they 
crossed over to near Point Back — on the land of Victo- 
ria, and traced that shore as far as Point Parry — a space 
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of one hmidred and fiAy-six geographical miles ; but this 
land extended both to the east and to the west beyond 
these two points ; and they si^posed, as before men- 
tioned, that a wide channel might divide the latter from 
Wdlaston Land. Their next object was the mouth of 
the Copper Mine Kiver, which they reached on the 
16th of September, ** after by &r the longest voyage 
ever performed in boats on the Polar Seas, the distance 
we had gone not being less than 1408 geographical 
miles.'* 

Thebr account of the whole line of the Polar Sea 
coast of North America, from Icy Cape to the Gulf of 
Akkoolee, is weU worth perusing ; but it is time that 
the present volume should draw to its close. The an- 
nexed smaU chart contains the combined discoveries of 
Ross, Simpson, and Back, on that portion of the North 
Coast of America opposite to, but divided from, the 
southern part of the Island of Boothia (itself a portion 
only of North Somerset), which united must now take 
their place among the numerous clusters that crowd the 
eastern part of die Polar Sea, some of them to a dis- 
tance northerly yet unknown. 

It will be seen by the chart that Sir James Ross 
thinks it not improbable, smce the discovery of the land 
seen by Simpson, and mailed on the chart ** Captain 
James lloss's Point," that the vacant dotted space be- 
tween Point Scott and Cleft Mountain may be land, as 
he has marked it; and also that the space between 
Cape Smyth and Point Scott may be a wide channel, 
opening into the lower part of Prince Regent's Inlet : 
should this be so> it will form the continuation of his oton 
strait, through which not only a single ship and boats« 
but whole fleets, may pass. At the same time, it must 
be admitted that conjectural geography is never safe : 
the direction of a coast-line, or the course of a river, can 
only be known, and then imperfectly, to the distance of 
the farthest point of sight ; to arrive at correctness, they 
must be traced. 

The object of this miscellaneous chapter, with the 
smaU chart, is to point out distinctly, and to correct, the 
erroneous impression which the Report of a Select 
Conmiittee of the House of Commons is calculated to 
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